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E-Prime consists of a paraphrase in which we have endeavored to replace all “to be” verbs (is,
are were, was, etc.) with concrete active verbs, eliminating the “is of identity” (instead of “John is
a teacher,” we use “John teaches.” ), the “is of predication” (instead of “The apple is sweet,” we
use “The apple tastes sweet.”), as well as the passive voice and phantom subjects (instead of
“Blessed is the man,” we use “God blesses the man.” ). By performing these linguistic
procedures, we have hoped to create a crisp, direct, and sparkling document.

Rebellion of God's People

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning ®Judah and Jerusalem,
which he saw during the reigns of ®Uzziah, (©Jotham, ‘®Ahaz and
BHezekiah, kings of Judah.

2B)isten, O heavens, and hear, O ©earth;
For the LORD speaks,
"M3Sons I have reared and brought up,
But they have revolted against Me.
3"An ox knows its owner,
And a donkey its master's manger,
But Israel ©does not know,
My people ®'do not understand."
“Alas, sinful nation,
People weighed down with iniquity,
LOffspring of evildoers,
Sons who ®act corruptly!
They have Wabandoned the LORD,
They have @despised the Holy One of Israel,
They have turned away from Him.
>Where will you find yourself stricken again,



As you ®continue in your rebellion?
The whole head has become @sick
And the whole heart has become faint.
®®)From the sole of the foot even to the head
We can find nothing sound in it,
Only bruises, welts and raw wounds,
(DNot pressed out or bandaged,
Nor softened with oil.
Your ®land has become desolate,
Your cities burn with fire,
Your fields--strangers devour them in your presence;
It looks desolate, as overthrown by strangers.
8The daughter of Zion looks like a shelter in a vineyard,
Like a watchman's hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.
MUnless the LORD of hosts
Had left us a few Wsurvivors,
We would look like ®Sodom,
We would look like Gomorrah.

God Has Had Enough

OHear Wthe word of the LORD,

You rulers of ¥Sodom;

Give ear to the instruction of our God,

You people of Gomorrah.
1nAWhat do your multiplied sacrifices mean to Me?"

Says the LORD.

"I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams

And the fat of fed cattle;

And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.
12'When you come ®®to appear before Me,

Who requires of you this trampling of My courts?
13"Bring your worthless offerings no longer,

(A9Tncense has become an abomination to Me

(ADNew moon and sabbath, the “F)calling of assemblies--

I cannot ““Pendure iniquity and the solemn assembly.
14T hate your new moon festivals and your “9appointed feasts,

They have become a burden to Me;

I feel ®weary of bearing them.
1550 when you “spread out your hands in prayer,

(ADT will hide My eyes from you;

Yes, even though you “¥multiply prayers,

I will not listen

(AYour hands you have covered with blood.



1en(Awash yourselves, ®Ymake yourselves clean;
(A9Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight
(AP)Cease to do evil,

17| earn to do good;
(AQgeek justice,
Reprove the ruthless,
(AR)Defend the orphan,
Plead for the widow.

"Let Us Reason"

18"Come now, and ®)let us reason together,"
Says the LORD,
"(ADThough your sins have become as scarlet,
They will become as white as snow;
Though they look red like crimson,
They will look like wool.

19n(A0If you consent and obey,
You will ®eat the best of the land;

20nBut if you refuse and rebel,
You will suffer devouring by the sword "
Truly, ®®the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Zion Corrupted, to Receive Redemption

2IHow the faithful city has become a “Yharlot,
She once had abundant justice!
Righteousness once lodged in her,
But now murderers.
22your silver has become dross,
Your drink diluted with water.
2your ®9rulers have turned into rebels
And companions of thieves;
Everyone ®¥|oves a bribe
And chases after rewards
They ®®do not defend the orphan,
Nor does the widow's plea come before them.
2“Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts,
The 9Mighty One of Israel, declares,
"Ah, I will have relief of My adversaries
And ®avenge Myself on My foes.
25"T will also turn My hand against you,



And will ®smelt away your dross as with lye
And will remove all your alloy.
26"Then I will restore your ®judges as at the first,
And your counselors as at the beginning;
After that you will receive the name of the ©%city of righteousness,
A faithful city."
27Zion will become ©®®redeemed with justice
And her repentant ones with righteousness.
28But transgressors and sinners God will 8Dcrush together,
And those who forsake the LORD will come to an end.
2°Surely you will have shame for the Yoaks which you have desired,
And you will have embarrassment at the ¢gardens which you have
chosen.
3%For you will resemble an oak whose (Y|eaf fades away
Or as a garden that has no water.
31The strong man will become tinder,
His work also a spark.
Thus they shall both ®®burn together
And no one shall quench them.

Isaiah 2
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God's Universal Reign

The word which PIsaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
2Now it will come about that
®1n the last days
The ©mountain of the house of the LORD
Will become established as the chief of the mountains,
And will raise above the hills;
And ®all the nations will stream to it.
3And many peoples will come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
To the house of the God of Jacob;
That He may teach us concerning His ways
And that we may walk in His paths."
For the law will go forth ©from Zion



And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“And He will judge between the nations,
And will render decisions for many peoples;
And ®they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks
(©Nation will not lift up sword against nation,
And never again will they learn war.
>Come, ®house of Jacob, and let us walk in the ®Plight of the LORD.
®For You have Pabandoned Your people, the house of Jacob,
Because they fill themselves with influences from the east,
And they use soothsayers like the Philistines,
And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners.
'Their land has also filled with silver and gold
And there appears no end to their treasures;
Their land has also filled with ®horses
And there seems no end to their chariots.
8Their land has also Mfilled with idols;
They worship the @work of their hands,
That which their fingers have made.
°So ®the common man has received humbling
And the man of importance has suffered abasement,
But (¥do not forgive them.
0(®)Enter the rock and hide in the dust
S)From the terror of the LORD and from the splendor of His majesty.
UThe @Mproud look of man will receive abasement
And the ®loftiness of man will suffer humility,
And the LORD alone will receive exaltation in that day.

A Day of Reckoning Coming

12For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning
Against Yeveryone who demonstrates pride and loftiness
And against everyone who lifts himself up,
That he may suffer abasement.
13And it will come against all the cedars of Lebanon that seem lofty and
lifted up,
Against all the Woaks of Bashan,
“against all the ®lofty mountains,
Against all the hills that lift themselves up,
15Against every ®high tower,
Against every fortified wall,
8 Against all the ¥ships of Tarshish



And against all the beautiful craft.

17The pride of man will suffer humiliation
And the loftiness of men will suffer abasement;
And the LORD alone will have exaltation in that day,

18But the ®idols will completely vanish.

Men will “Blgo into caves of the rocks
And into holes of the ground
Before the terror of the LORD
And the splendor of His majesty,
When He arises ®“to make the earth tremble.

20In that day men will ®®cast away to the moles and the “Fbats
Their idols of silver and their idols of gold,
Which they made for themselves to worship,

11n order to ®Pgo into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs
Before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty,
When He arises to make the earth tremble.

22(A8)stop regarding man, whose breath of life remains in his nostrils;
For ®why should we esteem him?

Isaiah 3
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God Will Remove the Leaders

'For behold, the Lord GOD of hosts intends to remove from Jerusalem and
Judah
Both supply and support, the whole supply of bread
And the whole supply of water;
2B The mighty man and the warrior,
The judge and the prophet,
The diviner and the elder,
3The captain of fifty and the honorable man,
The counselor and the expert artisan,
And the skillful enchanter.
“And I will make mere ©lads their princes,
And capricious children will rule over them,
>And the people will become ®oppressed,
Each one by another, and each one by his ©neighbor;
The youth will storm against the elder



And the inferior against the honorable.

®*When a man Plays hold of his brother in his father's house, saying,
"You have a cloak, you shall serve as our ruler,
And these ruins will fall under your charge,"

’He will protest on that day, saying,
"I will not heal you,
For in my house I can find neither bread nor cloak;
You should not appoint me ruler of the people."

8For MJerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen,
Because their Uspeech and their actions are against the LORD,
To Prebel against His glorious presence.

°The expression of their faces bears witness against them,
And they display their sin like ®'Sodom;
They do not even conceal it
Woe to them!
For they have ®brought evil on themselves.

195ay to the ®righteous that it will go well with them,
For they will eat the fruit of their actions.

woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him,
For ®what he deserves will occur to him.

120 My people! Their oppressors have become Qchildren,
And women rule over them
O My people! ®Those who guide you lead you astray
And confuse the direction of your paths.

God Will Judge

13@The LORD arises to contend,
And stands to judge the people.
1“The LORD ®enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His
people,
"You have ®)devoured the vineyard;
The @plunder of the poor lies in your houses.
15"What do you mean by Ycrushing My people
And grinding the face of the poor?"
Declares the Lord GOD of hosts.

Judah's Women Denounced

®Moreover, the LORD said, "Because the Ydaughters of Zion show
themselves proud
And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes,
And go along with mincing steps
And tinkle the bangles on their feet,



"Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with
scabs,
And the LORD will make their foreheads bare."

18In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets,
headbands, Wcrescent ornaments,

1%dangling earrings, bracelets, veils,

20 headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets,
2lfinger rings, ®nose rings,

2’festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses,

23hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans and veils.
2“Now it will come about that instead of sweet @perfume they will have
putrefaction;
Instead of a belt, a rope;
Instead of ®well-set hair, a “®plucked-out scalp;
Instead of fine clothes, a ““)donning of sackcloth;
And branding instead of beauty.
2Your men will “Pfall by the sword
And your mighty ones in battle.
*And her “Elgates will lament and mourn,
And deserted she will ®Psjt on the ground.

Isaiah 4
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A Remnant Prepared

'For seven women will take hold of “one man in that day, saying, "We will
eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us call ourselves by
your name; ®take away our reproach!"

’In that day the ‘“Branch of the LORD will seem beautiful and glorious, and
the ®fruit of the earth will become the pride and the adornment of the
®survivors of Israel.



31t will come about that he who remains in Zion and remains in Jerusalem
people will call ©holy--everyone who has become Precorded for life in
Jerusalem.

“When the Lord has washed away the filth of the ’daughters of Zion and
purged the Pbloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the ®spirit of
judgment and the ®spirit of burning,

>then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her
assemblies ™Ma cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming
fire by night; for over all the ™glory will serve as a canopy.

*There will become a ‘©shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and
refuge and protection from the storm and the rain.

Isaiah 5
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Parable of the Vineyard

!Let me sing now for my well-beloved
A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard.
My well-beloved had a ®vineyard on a fertile hill.
’He dug it all around, removed its stones,
And planted it with the ®choicest vine
And He built a tower in the middle of it
And also hewed out a wine vat in it;
Then He ©expected it to produce good grapes,
But it produced only worthless ones.
3"And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah,
D®judge between Me and My vineyard.
4"®What more could I do for My vineyard that I have not done in it?
Why, when I expected it to produce good grapes did it produce
worthless ones?
>"So now let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard:
I will ®remove its hedge and it will become consumed;
I will ©break down its wall and it will become ®trampled ground.
o1 will Dlay it waste;
I will not prune or hoe it,
But briars and thorns will come up



I will also charge the clouds to Prain no rain on it."
’For the ®vineyard of the LORD of hosts we identify as the house of
Israel
And the men of Judah His delightful plant
Thus He looked for justice, but behold, “bloodshed;
For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

Woes for the Wicked

8Woe to those who ®add house to house and join field to field,
Until we can find no more room,
So that you have to live alone in the midst of the land!
°In my ears the LORD of hosts has sworn, "Surely, Wmany houses shall
become Qdesolate,
Even great and fine ones, without occupants.
10vEor ®ten acres of vineyard will yield only one @lbath of wine,
And a Phomer of seed will yield but an ®lephah of grain."
1Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue
®strong drink,
Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them!
12Their banquets have accompaniment by lyre and &harp, by tambourine
and flute, and by wine;
But they Pdo not pay attention to the deeds of the LORD,
Nor do they consider the work of His hands.
13Therefore My people go into exile for their Ylack of knowledge;
And their ®honorable men become famished,
And their multitude becomes parched with thirst.
“Therefore WsSheol has enlarged its throat and opened its mouth without
measure;
And Jerusalem's splendor, her multitude, her din of revelry and the
jubilant within her, descend into it.
1550 the common man will receive humiliation and the man of importance
abased,
X)The eyes of the proud also will suffer abasement.
18But the YWLORD of hosts will receive exaltation in judgment,
And the holy God will show Himself ®®holy in righteousness.
17(A8)Then the lambs will graze as in their pasture,
And strangers will eat in the waste places of the wealthy.
18Woe to those who drag A“iniquity with the cords of falsehood,
And sin as if with cart ropes;



19(ADWho say, "Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we
may see it;
And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near
And come to pass, that we may know it!"
2OWoe to those who “Elcall evil good, and good evil;
Who ®Fsubstitute darkness for light and light for darkness;
Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
2lWoe to those who have become “Swise in their own eyes
And clever in their own sight!
22(A\Woe to those who make themselves heroes in drinking wine
And valiant men in mixing strong drink,
23(ADWho justify the wicked for a bribe,
And “Dtake away the rights of the ones who find themselves in the
right!
2“Therefore, “¥as a tongue of fire consumes stubble
And dry grass collapses into the flame,
So their ®Yroot will become “Mjike rot and their blossom blow away
as dust;
For they have “Mrejected the law of the LORD of hosts
And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
250n this account the ®@anger of the LORD has burned against His
people,
And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them
down
And the ®®mountains quaked, and their ®Qcorpses lay like refuse in
the middle of the streets
(AR)Eor all this His anger He has not spent,
But His ®®hand still stretches out.
26He will also lift up a “Ustandard to the distant nation,
And will @Wwhistle for it ®Yfrom the ends of the earth;
And behold, it will ®Ycome with speed swiftly.
27(A)No one in it becomes weary or stumbles,
None slumbers or sleeps;
Nor has the ®Ybelt at its waist become undone,
Nor its sandal strap broken.
28(A2)[ts arrows seem sharp and all its bows bend;
The hoofs of its horses seem like flint and its chariot ®®wheels like a
whirlwind.



>°Tts ®Broaring resembles a lioness, and it roars like young lions;
It growls as it B9seizes the prey
And carries it off with ®®no one to deliver it.
30And it will ®®growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea
If one ®Plooks to the land, behold, we see darkness and distress;
Even the light becomes darkened by its clouds.

Isaiah 6
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Isaiah's Vision

Tn the year of ®King Uzziah's death ®I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.

’Seraphim stood above Him, “each having six wings: with two he covered
his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

3And one called out to another and said,
"©®Holy, Holy, Holy, we regard the LORD of hosts,
The ®whole earth fills with His glory."

“And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who
called out, while the Ptemple filled with smoke.

>Then I said,
"©Woe has come to me, for I feel ruined!
Because I consider myself a man of Punclean lips,
And I live among a Ppeople of unclean lips;
For my eyes have seen the @King, the LORD of hosts."

®Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which
he had taken from the ®altar with tongs.

"He ®touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your
lips; and I have taken ™your iniquity away and have forgiven your sin ."

Isaiah's Commission

8Then I heard the Mvoice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who
will go for Us?" Then (I said, "Here I come. Send me!"



°He said, "Go, and tell this people:
'Keep on ®listening, but do not perceive;
Keep on looking, but do not understand.'
10n(@Render the hearts of this people ®insensitive,
Their ears dull,
And their eyes dim,
S)otherwise they might see with their eyes,
Hear with their ears,
Understand with their hearts,
And return and receive healing."

UThen I said, "Lord, Phow long?" And He answered,
"Until @cities suffer devastation and without inhabitant,
Houses have no more people
And the land has suffered utter desolation,
12'The LORD has ®removed men far away,
And the Wforsaken places stand in the midst of the land.
13vyet there will remain a tenth portion in it,
And it will again become subject to burning,
Like a terebinth or an ®oak
Whose stump remains when we cut the tree down
The ®holy seed emerges from its stump."

Isaiah 7
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War against Jerusalem

Now it came about in the days of ®Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of
Uzziah, king of Judah, that ®Rezin the king of Aram and (©)Pekah the son of

Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but
©could not conquer it.

2When messengers reported to the ®'house of David, saying, "The
Arameans ®have camped in ©Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his
people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.

3Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son
Shear-jashub, at the end of the Pconduit of the upper pool, on the highway
to the fuller's field,



“and say to him, 'Take care and remain P’calm, have no Yfear and ®do not
become fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering “firebrands,
on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the ™son of Remaliah.

>Because ™MAram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil
against you, saying,

®"Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a
breach in its walls and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,"

’thus says the Lord GOD: "1t shall not stand nor shall it come to pass.

8"For Aram presides over (®'Damascus and Rezin presides over Damascus
(now within another 65 years Ephraim would become shattered, and no
longer a people),

%and Samaria presides over Ephraim and Remaliah presides over Samaria .
Q1f you will not believe, you surely shall not last.""

The Child Immanuel
1%Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying,

raAsk a ®sign for yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep as Sheol
or high as heaven."

12But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!"

13Then he said, "Listen now, O &house of David! Do you consider it too
slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will Ptry the
patience of Ymy God as well?

4" Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, “Ya virgin will
conceive and bear a son, and she will call His name @™ Immanuel.

15"He will eat ®curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil
and choose good.

16n(Eor before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good,
(Dthe land whose two kings you dread will become forsaken.

Trials to Come for Judah



17"The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house
such days as have never come since the day that “~Ephraim separated from
Judah, the “®king of Assyria."

81n that day the LORD will ®whistle for the fly that dwells in the
(AD)remotest part of the rivers of Egypt and for the bee that dwells in the
land of Assyria.

%They will all come and settle on the steep ravines, on the ®®ledges of the
cliffs, ®®on all the thorn bushes and on all the watering places.

20T that day the Lord will ®shave with a “®razor, “Phired from regions
beyond ®Pthe Euphrates (namely, with the king of Assyria), the head and
the hair of the legs; and it will also remove the beard.

2INow in that day a man may keep alive a ®heifer and a pair of sheep;

22and because of the abundance of the milk produced he will eat curds, for
everyone that is left within the land will eat “Ycurds and honey.

23And it will come about in that day, “™that every place where there used
to grow a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will
become “Ybriars and thorns.

24People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will
grow briars and thorns.

25As for all the hills which people used to cultivate with the hoe, you will not
go there for fear of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for
(A9pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample.

Isaiah 8
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Damascus and Samaria Fall

Then the LORD said to me, "Take for yourself a large tablet and ®write on
it in ordinary letters: ®Swiftly we regard the booty, speedy we regard the

prey.

2"And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, ©Uriah the
priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah."



3So I approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a
son. Then the LORD said to me, "Name him [@®Maher-shalal-hash-baz;

‘for Ebefore the boy knows how to cry out 'My father' or 'My mother,' the
wealth of ®Damascus and the spoil of Samaria the enemies will carry
away before the king of Assyria."

>Again the LORD spoke to me further, saying,
®"Inasmuch as these people have ®rejected the gently flowing waters of
Shiloah
And rejoice in YRezin and the son of Remaliah;
""Now therefore, behold, the Lord will soon bring on them the ®strong
and abundant waters of the QEuphrates,
Even the ®king of Assyria and all his glory;
And it will ®rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.
8" Then Mit will sweep on into Judabh, it will overflow and pass through,
It will ®reach even to the neck;
And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O
©OImmanuel.

A Believing Remnant

"®)Become broken, O peoples, and become @shattered;
And give ear, all remote places of the earth.
Gird yourselves, yet become shattered;
Gird yourselves, yet become shattered.
10n(®)pevise a plan, but it will become thwarted;
State a proposal, but it will not stand,
For WGod stays with us."

1For thus the LORD spoke to me with (“mighty power and instructed me
Mnot to walk in the way of this people, saying,
12vyou will not say, ' we see a Wconspiracy!'
In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy,
And ®you will not fear what they fear or dread it.
1317t is the WLORD of hosts ¥whom you should regard as holy.
And He shall serve for your fear,
And He shall serve for your dread.
14"Then He shall become a ®sanctuary;
But to both the houses of Israel, a ®®stone to strike and a rock to
stumble over,
And a snare and a “Strap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
15'Many @will stumble over them,



Then they will fall and break;
They will even ensnare themselves and become caught."

16(2B)Bind up the testimony, “Pseal the law among #®my disciples.

7And I will ®®wait for the LORD “Ywho hides His face from the house of
Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him.

18(A)Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me serve as
(AK)signs and wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who ®Ydwells on
Mount Zion.

YWhen they say to you, "®®Consult the mediums and the spiritists who
whisper and mutter," should not a people “Yconsult their God? Should they
(A9consult the dead on behalf of the living?

20To the “Plaw and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this
word, it has happened because “9they have no dawn.

21They will pass through the land “®hard-pressed and famished, and it will
turn out that when they hunger, they will feel enraged and curse their king
and their God as they face upward.

22Then they will ®Slook to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the
gloom of anguish; and they people will ®Ddrive them away into darkness.

Isaiah 9
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Birth and Reign of the Prince of Peace

1But there will appear no more ‘“gloom for her who felt anguished; in
earlier times He ®treated the “land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali
with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea,
on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.
2The people who walk in darkness
Will see a great light;
Those who live in a dark land,
The light will shine on them.
3EYou shall multiply the nation,



You ®shall increase their gladness;
They will have gladness in Your presence
As with the gladness of harvest,
As ©men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
“For ®You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their
shoulders,
The rod of their Qoppressor, as at the battle of @Midian.
>For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult,
And cloak rolled in blood, will exist for burning, fuel for the fire.
®For a ®child will become born to us, a “son we will receive;
And the ®government will rest Mon His shoulders;
And His name we will call ©Wonderful Counselor, ®Mighty God,
Eternal (YFather, Prince of ®Peace.
"There will come ©no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
On the Mthrone of David and over his kingdom,
To establish it and to uphold it with ‘Yjustice and righteousness
From then on and forevermore
MThe zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

God's Anger with Israel's Arrogance

8The Lord sends a message against Jacob,
And it falls on Israel.

°And all the people know it,
That is, “WEphraim and the inhabitants of Samaria,
Asserting in pride and in ®arrogance of heart:

10" The bricks have fallen down,
But we will ®rebuild with smooth stones;
The sycamores have become cut down,
But we will replace them with cedars."

UTherefore the LORD raises against them adversaries from (¥Rezin
And spurs their enemies on,

12The Arameans on the east and the ®2)Pphilistines on the west;
And they ®®devour Israel with gaping jaws
(A91n spite of all this, His anger does not turn away
And His hand still stretches out.

13yet the people “Pdo not turn back to Him who struck them,
Nor do they “E)lseek the LORD of hosts.

1450 the LORD cuts off ®Phead and tail from Israel,
Both palm branch and bulrush 49)in a single day.

15The head we regard as “®the elder and honorable man,



And the prophet who teaches Afalsehood we will regard as the tail.
16(A)DFor those who guide this people lead them astray;

And those who allow them as guides will fall into confusion.
YTherefore the Lord does ®not take pleasure in their young men,

(AUNor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows;

For every one of them acts godlessly and evilly,

And every “Ymouth speaks foolishness

(AP)In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away

And His hand still stretches out.
18(AQFor wickedness burns like a fire;

It consumes briars and thorns;

It even sets the thickets of the forest aflame

And they roll upward in a column of smoke.
19By the ®®fury of the LORD of hosts the ®land burns up,

And the “Dpeople resemble fuel for the fire;

No “Yman spares his brother.
20They slice off what exists on the right hand but still ®Yhunger,

And they eat what they find on the left hand but they have not had

satisfaction;

Each of them eats the ®Yflesh of his own arm.
2Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh,

(AX)And together they fight against Judah

(A91n spite of all this, His anger does not turn away

And His hand still stretches out.

Isaiah 10
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Assyria Serves As God's Instrument

lWoe to those who ®enact evil statutes
And to those who constantly record unjust decisions,
2So as ®to deprive the needy of justice
And rob the poor of My people of their rights,
So ©that widows may serve as their spoil
And that they may plunder the orphans.
3Now ®what will you do in the ®day of punishment,
And in the devastation which will come ©from afar?



©)To whom will you flee for help?

And where will you leave your wealth?
“Nothing remains but to crouch among the ®captives

Or fall among the Pslain

DIn spite of all this, His anger does not turn away

And His hand still stretches out.
*Woe to ®Assyria, the “rod of My anger

And the staff in whose hands I place ™My indignation,
®I send it against a Mgodless nation

And commission it against the (@Ppeople of My fury

To capture booty and ®to seize plunder,

And to trample them down like ¥mud in the streets.
’Yet it ®does not so intend,

Nor does it plan so in its heart,

But rather it has as its purpose to destroy

And to cut off many nations.
8For it says, "Have not my princes all become kings?
"Does not ¥)Calno resemble®Carchemish,

Oor WHamath like Arpad,

Oor YSamaria like ™Damascus?
1%"As my hand has reached to the ®kingdoms of the idols,

Whose graven images appeared greater than those of Jerusalem and

Samaria,

1shall I not do to Jerusalem and her images

Just as I have done to Samaria and “her idols?"

1250 it will be that when the Lord has completed all His ©work on Mount
Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant
heart of the king of Assyria and ®the pomp of his haughtiness."

BFor @Bhe has said,
"By the power of my hand and by my wisdom I did this,
For I have understanding;
And I ®9removed the boundaries of the peoples
And plundered their treasures,
And like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants,
“And my hand reached to the riches of the peoples like a “®nest,
And as one gathers abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth;
And there did not exist one that flapped its wing or opened its beak or
chirped."
15Is the “Paxe to “Pboast itself over the one who chops with it?
Does the saw exalt itself over the one who wields it?
That would resemble 493 club wielding those who lift it,
Or like 3 rod lifting him who does not consist of wood.



% Therefore the Lord, the GOD of hosts, will send a “Ywasting disease
among his “Ystout warriors;
And under his “¥glory a fire will kindle like a burning flame.
17And the “®Ylight of Israel will become a fire and his “®Holy One a flame,
And it will ®burn and devour his thorns and his briars in a single day.
18And He will “9destroy the glory of his forest and of his fruitful garden,
both soul and body,
And it will happen as when a sick man wastes away.
%And the ®Prest of the trees of his forest will seem so small in number
That a child could write them down.

A Remnant Will Return

2ONow in that day the “Yremnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob
(AR)who have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but
will truly “Srely on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
21 ADremnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the ®Ymighty God.
22For Athough your people, O Israel, may resemble the sand of the sea,
Only a remnant within them will return;
A @Wdestruction has become determined, overflowing with
righteousness.

23For a complete destruction, one that has become decreed, “®the Lord
GOD of hosts will execute in the midst of the whole land.

2“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, "O My people who dwell in
(AYZion, “9do not fear the Assyrian who ®*strikes you with the rod and lifts
up his staff against you, the way Egypt did.

25"For in a very ®Blittle while ®“My indignation against you will become
spent and My anger will direct to their destruction."

26The LORD of hosts will ®®arouse a scourge against him like the slaughter
of EMidian at the rock of Oreb; and His ©Pstaff will rule over the sea and
He will lift it up <the way He did in Egypt.

’So it will be in that day, that his ®Yburden will remove from your
shoulders and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will break because
EDof fatness.
28He has come against Aiath,
He has passed through &2Migron;
At B9Michmash he deposited his ©“baggage.
2°They have gone through ©®Wthe pass, saying,
"EN)Geba will serve as our lodging place "



(B9Ramah is terrified, and ®®Gibeah of Saul has fled away.
30Cry aloud with your voice, O daughter of 9Gallim!
Pay attention, Laishah and wretched ©®Anathoth!
3IMadmenah has fled.
The inhabitants of Gebim have sought refuge.
32yet today he will halt at ®®Nob;
He ®Dshakes his fist at the mountain of the ®Ydaughter of Zion, the
hill of Jerusalem.
33Behold, the Lord, the GOD of hosts, will lop off the boughs with a
terrible crash;
Those also who appear ®tall in stature will become cut down
And those who are lofty will suffer abasement.
3*He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an iron axe,
And ®Y ebanon will fall by the Mighty One.

Isaiah 11
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Righteous Reign of the Branch

Then a @shoot will spring from the ®stem of Jesse,
And a ©branch from ®his roots will bear fruit.
>The ©®Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him,
The spirit of ®wisdom and understanding,
The spirit of counsel and ®strength,
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And He will delight in the fear of the LORD,
And He will not judge by what His eyes see,
Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;
“But with Prighteousness He will judge the @poor,
And decide with fairness for the ®afflicted of the earth;
And He will strike the earth with the ®rod of His mouth,
And with the ®breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.
*Also ®righteousness will consist of the belt about His loins,
And Qfaithfulness the belt about His waist.
®And the ®wolf will dwell with the lamb,
And the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
And the calf and the young lion [@land the fatling together;
And a little boy will lead them.
’Also the cow and the bear will graze,
Their young will lie down together,
And the @lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra,



And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den.
*They will ®not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain,

For the ®earth will fill with the knowledge of the LORD

As the waters cover the sea.
%Then in that day

The Pnations will resort to the Proot of Jesse,

Who will stand as a Wsignal for the peoples;

And His Wresting place will seem glorious.

The Restored Remnant

1Then it will happen on that day that the Lord
Will again recover the second time with His hand
The ®remnant of His people, who will remain,
From WAssyria, ‘“Egypt, Pathros, Cush, ®Elam, Shinar, Hamath,
And from the “Plislands of the sea.
12And He will lift up a ““standard for the nations
And ®Passemble the banished ones of Israel,
And will gather the dispersed of Judah
From the four corners of the earth.
13Then the ®®jealousy of Ephraim will depart,
And those who harass Judah will find themselves cut off;
Ephraim will not have jealousy of Judah,
And Judah will not harass Ephraim.
“They will ®®swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the “$west;
Together they will ®®plunder the sons of the east;
They will possess “PEdom and “’Moab,
And the sons of Ammon will find themselves subject to them.
15And the LORD will @®ytterly destroy
The tongue of the Sea of Egypt;
And He will ®Ywave His hand over the A"Rjver
With His scorching wind;
And He will strike it into seven streams
And make men walk over dry-shod.
18And there will come a ®Yhighway from Assyria
For the “Yremnant of His people who will remain,
Just as they represented Israel
In ®Pthe day that they came up out of the land of Egypt.
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Thanksgiving Expressed

Then you will say on that day,
"1 will give thanks to You, O LORD;
For ®although You showed anger to me,
Your anger has turned away,
And You comfort me.
2"Behold, “God provides my salvation,
I will @trust and not fear;
For ®the LORD GOD represents my strength and song,
And He has become my salvation."
3Therefore you will joyously Pdraw water
From the springs of salvation.
“And in that day you will ®say,
"DGjve thanks to the LORD, call on His name
@DMake known His deeds among the peoples;
Make them remember to exalt His nhame."
>®prajse the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things;
Let us publish this throughout the earth.
éLcry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
For ®Mgreat in your midst we acknowledge the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 13
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Prophecies about Babylon

The ®oracle concerning ®'Babylon which ©lIsaiah the son of Amoz saw.
2D)Lift up a standard on the @1®bare hill,
Raise your voice to them,
BWwave the hand that they may ©enter the doors of the nobles.
I have commanded My consecrated ones,
I have even called My ®mighty warriors,



My proudly exulting ones,

To execute My anger.
‘A Usound of tumult on the mountains,

Like that of many people!

A sound of the uproar of kingdoms,

Of nations gathered together!

The LORD of hosts musters the army for battle.
>They come from a far country,

From the @farthest horizons,

The LORD and His instruments of ®indignation,

To destroy the whole land.

Judgment on the Day of the LORD

®Wail, for the ™day of the LORD has drawn near!
It will come as Wdestruction from the Almighty.
"Therefore @all hands will fall limp,
And every man's ®Pheart will melt.
8They will become Qterrified,
Pains and anguish will take hold of them;
They will ®writhe like a woman in labor,
They will look at one another in astonishment,
Their faces aflame.
°Behold, ®)the day of the LORD comes,
Cruel, with fury and burning anger,
To make the land a desolation;
And He will exterminate its sinners from it.
%For the Mstars of heaven and their constellations
Will not flash forth their light;
The @sun will look dark when it rises
And the moon will not shed its light.
UThus I will Ypunish the world for its evil
And the ™wicked for their iniquity;
I will also put an end to the ®arrogance of the proud
And abase the Whaughtiness of the @ruthless.
121 will make mortal man ®scarcer than pure gold
And mankind than the “Blgold of Ophir.
B3Therefore I will make the ®“heavens tremble,
And ®Dthe earth will shake from its place
At the fury of the LORD of hosts
In ®Bthe day of His burning anger.
“And it will resemble a hunted gazelle,
Or like ®Psheep with none to gather them,
They will each turn to his own people,



And each one flee to his own land.
15Anyone who remains you will ®®thrust through,
And anyone who falls into captivity will fall by the sword.
%Their “Dljttle ones the enemies will dash to pieces
Before their eyes;
Their houses will suffer plunder
And their wives ravished.

Babylon Will Fall to the Medes

17Behold, I intend to ®Pstir up the Medes against them,
Who will not value silver or ®take pleasure in gold.
18And their bows will mow down the “®young men,
They will not even have compassion on the fruit of the womb,
Nor will their ®Yeye pity children.
And @™®Babylon, the @Ybeauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans'
pride,
Will occur as when God %overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
201t will ®Phever become inhabited or lived in from generation to
generation;
Nor will the “@Arab pitch his tent there,
Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there.
21gut AR desert creatures will lie down there,
And their houses will fill with owls;
Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there.
>’Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers
And jackals in their luxurious ®*)palaces.
Her fateful time also will soon come
And her days will not prolong.
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Israel's Taunt

When the LORD will ®have compassion on Jacob and again ®’choose
Israel, and settle them in their own land, then ©strangers will join them and
attach themselves to the house of Jacob.

>The peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the
Dhouse of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in the land of the LORD
Bas male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors
captive and will rule over their oppressors.

3And it will happen in the day when the LORD gives you Prest from your
pain and turmoil and harsh service in which you have found yourselves
enslaved,

“that you will ©take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say,
"How ®the oppressor has ceased,
And how fury has ceased!
>"The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked,
The scepter of rulers
*MDWhich used to strike the peoples in fury with unceasing strokes,
Which subdued the nations in anger with unrestrained persecution.
"The whole earth has rested and has become quiet;
They Pbreak forth into shouts of joy.
8nEven the ®cypress trees rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon,
saying,
'Since you became laid low, no tree cutter comes up against us.'
"Lsheol from beneath has become excited over you to meet you when
you come;
It arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth;
It raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones.
10n(™MThey will all respond and say to you,
'Even you have become made weak as we,
You have become like us.
your ®pomp and the music of your harps
Have found themselves brought down to Sheol;
Maggots spread out as your bed beneath you
And worms cover you.'
12'How you have ©fallen from heaven,
O ®star of the morning, son of the dawn!



God has cut you down to the earth,
You who have weakened the nations!
13"But you said in your heart,
'T will @ascend to heaven;
I will ®raise my throne above the stars of God,
And I will sit on the mount of assembly
In the recesses of the north.
1T will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
)1 will make myself like the Most High.'
15"Nevertheless God will thrust you down to Sheol,
To the recesses of the pit.
16" Those who see you will gaze at you,
They will ponder over you, saying,
'Does this appear the man who made the earth tremble,
Who shook kingdoms,
17Who made the world like a Pwilderness
And overthrew its cities,
Who “did not allow his prisoners to go home?'
18vAll the kings of the nations lie in glory,
Each in his own tomb.
19"But you have become Wcast out of your tomb
Like a rejected branch,
Clothed with the slain who have become pierced with a sword,
Who go down to the stones of the ®)pit
Like a Wtrampled corpse.
20myou will not unite with them in burial,
Because you have ruined your country,
You have slain your people.
May the @offspring of evildoers not have mention forever.
2Inprepare for his sons a place of slaughter
Because of the ®iniquity of their fathers.
They must not arise and take possession of the earth
And fill the face of the world with cities."

22"T will rise up against them," declares the LORD of hosts, "and will cut off
from Babylon “®name and survivors, “9offspring and posterity," declares
the LORD.

23"T will also make it a possession for the “®hedgehog and swamps of
water, and I will sweep it with the broom of “Eldestruction," declares the
LORD of hosts.

Judgment on Assyria



2“The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, "Surely, ®®just as I have intended

so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,

25to (ASpreak Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains
Then remove his ®®yoke from them and his burden removed from their
shoulder.

26"This ADplan I have devised against the whole earth; and this ®hand I
stretch out against all the nations.

2/"Eor Athe LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as
for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"

281n the ®Yyear that King Ahaz died this ®®oracle came:
Judgment on Philistia

29"Do not rejoice, O A¥phijlistia, all of you,
Because the rod that “9struck you has broken;
For from the serpent's root a “®Pviper will come out,
And its fruit will consist of a ‘“Yflying serpent.
30"Those who seem most ®®helpless will eat,
And the needy will lie down in security;
I will destroy your root with ®>famine,
And it will kill off your survivors.
31nwail, 0 ADgate; cry, O city;
Melt away, O @YPphilistia, all of you;
For smoke comes from the ®Ynorth,
And “Wthere remains no straggler in his ranks.
32"How then will one answer the ®®messengers of the nation?
That ®Ythe LORD has founded Zion,
And ®9the afflicted of His people will seek refuge in it."
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Judgment on Moab

The oracle concerning ®’Moab
Surely in a night ®Ar of Moab has suffered devastation and ruin;
Surely in a night Kir of Moab has suffered devastation and ruin.
’They have gone up to the temple and to ‘“Dibon, even to the high places
to weep
Moab wails over Nebo and Medeba;
Everyone's head has become (®bald and every beard they cut off.
3In their streets they have girded themselves with ®'sackcloth;
B)On their housetops and in their squares
Everyone wails, ©dissolved in tears.
4“MHeshbon and Elealeh also cry out,
Their voice we hear all the way to Jahaz;
Therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud;
His soul trembles within him.
>My heart cries out for Moab;
His fugitives we find as far as ¥Zoar and Eglath-shelishiyah,
For they go up the Pascent of Luhith weeping;
Surely on the road to Horonaim they raise a cry of distress ®over
their ruin.
®For the (®waters of Nimrim have become desolate
Surely the grass withered, the tender grass died out,
There remains ®no green thing.
"Therefore the Mabundance which they have acquired and stored up
They carry off over the brook of Arabim.
8For the cry of distress has gone around the territory of Moab,
Its wail goes as far as Eglaim and its wailing even to Beer-elim.
9For the waters of Dimon have filled with blood;
Surely I will bring added woes upon Dimon,
A ©@lion upon the fugitives of Moab and upon the remnant of the land.
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Prophecy of Moab's Devastation

1A)Send the tribute lamb to the ruler of the land,
From ®Sela by way of the wilderness to the “mountain of the
daughter of Zion.
>Then, like (®fleeing birds or scattered nestlings,
The daughters of 'Moab will stand at the fords of the ®Arnon.
3"Give us advice, make a decision;
Cast your ®>shadow like night at high noon;
MHide the outcasts, do not betray the fugitive.
“"Let the outcasts of Moab stay with you;
Provide a hiding place to them from the destroyer."
For the extortioner has come to an end, destruction has ceased,
DOppressors have completely disappeared from the land.
°A Dthrone will even become established in lovingkindness,
And a judge will sit on it in faithfulness in the tent of “David;
Moreover, he will seek justice
And show promptness in righteousness.
®Lwe have heard of the pride of Moab, an excessive pride;
Even of his arrogance, pride, and fury;
™MHjs idle boasts have proven false.
"Therefore Moab will wail; everyone of Moab will wail.
You will moan for the Mraisin cakes of ‘©Kir-hareseth
As those who have become utterly stricken.
8For the fields of ®Heshbon have withered, the vines of (¥Sibmah as
well;
The lords of the nations have trampled down its choice clusters
Which reached as far as Jazer and wandered to the deserts;
®)Its tendrils spread themselves out and passed over the sea.
“Therefore I will ®weep bitterly for Jazer, for the vine of Sibmah;
I will drench you with my tears, O ‘V"Heshbon and Elealeh;
For the shouting over your Ysummer fruits and your harvest has
fallen away.
10 Gladness and joy have left the fruitful field;
In the Wvineyards also there will rise no cries of joy or jubilant
shouting,
No ®treader treads out wine in the presses,
For I have made the shouting to cease.
UTherefore my ®heart intones like a harp for Moab
And my inward feelings for Kir-hareseth.



1250 it will come about when Moab ®presents himself,
When he ®wearies himself upon his “®high place
And comes to his sanctuary to pray,

That he will not prevail.

13This is the word which the LORD spoke earlier concerning Moab.

1“But now the LORD speaks, saying, "Within three years, as ““a hired man
would count them, the glory of “®Moab will suffer degradation along with all
his great population, and his remnant will seem very small and impotent."
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Prophecy about Damascus

The ®oracle concerning ®Damascus

"Behold, Damascus will soon cease from existing as a city
And will become a ®fallen ruin.

2"The cities of ®Aroer have become forsaken;
They will exist for Pflocks to lie down in,
And no one will frighten them.

3"The ®fortified city will disappear from Ephraim,
And sovereignty from Damascus
And the remnant of Aram;
They will resemble the glory of the sons of Israel,"
Declares the LORD of hosts.

“Now in that day the Pglory of Jacob will fade,
And ®the fatness of his flesh will become lean.

>It will occur Peven like the reaper gathering the standing grain,
As his arm harvests the ears,
Or it will resemble one gleaning ears of grain
In the ®valley of Rephaim.

®Yet Mgleanings will remain in it like the shaking of an olive tree,
Two or three olives on the topmost bough,
Four or five on the branches of a fruitful tree,
Declares the LORD, the God of Israel.



’In that day man will ©have regard for his Maker
And his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel.
8He will not have regard for the ®altars, the work of his hands,
Nor will he look to that which his Qfingers have made,
Even the B ®Asherim and incense stands.
°In that day their strong cities will resemble forsaken places in the forest,
Or like branches which they abandoned before the sons of Israel;
And the land will become desolate.
0ror Gyou have forgotten the PGod of your salvation
And have not remembered the Yrock of your refuge.
Therefore you plant delightful plants
And set them with vine slips of a strange god.
11n the day that you plant it you carefully fence it in,
And in the ®morning you bring your seed to blossom;
But the harvest will “Wbecome a heap
In a day of sickliness and incurable pain.
12plas, the uproar of many peoples
XWho roar like the roaring of the seas,
And the rumbling of nations
Who rush on like the ®rumbling of mighty waters!
13The @nations rumble on like the rumbling of many waters,
But He will ®®rebuke them and they will flee far away,
And He will chase them “B)like chaff in the mountains before the
wind,
Or like whirling dust before a gale.
YAt evening time, behold, I feel terror!
Before morning ““they no longer exist.
Such will seem the portion of those who plunder us
And the lot of those who pillage us.

Isaiah 18

NASB E-Prime DFM

Message to Ethiopia



Alas, oh land of whirring wings
Which lies beyond the rivers of &) Cush,

2Which sends envoys by the sea,
Even in ®papyrus vessels on the surface of the waters
Go, swift messengers, to a nation “tall and smooth,
To a people Pfeared far and wide,
A powerful and oppressive nation
Whose land the rivers divide.

3®AIl you inhabitants of the world and dwellers on earth,
As soon as a standard has become raised on the mountains, ®you will

see it,

And as soon as the trumpet is blown, you will hear it.

*For thus the LORD has told me,
"I will look from My ©dwelling place quietly
Like dazzling heat in the ®sunshine,
Like a cloud of Pdew in the heat of harvest."
>For Yhefore the harvest, as soon as the bud blossoms
And the flower becomes a ripening grape,
Then He will cut off the sprigs with pruning knives
And remove and cut away the spreading branches.
*They will remain together for mountain birds ®of prey,
And for the beasts of the earth;
And the birds of prey will spend the summer feeding on them,
And all the beasts of the earth will spend harvest time on them.
/At that time a people tall and smooth will bring a gift of homage to the
LORD of hosts
From a ‘“people tall and smooth,
Even from a people feared far and wide,
A powerful and oppressive nation,
Whose land the rivers divide--
To the ™place of the name of the LORD of hosts, even Mount Zion.

Isaiah 19
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Message to Egypt

The ®oracle concerning ®Egypt

Behold, the LORD ©rides on a swift cloud and will soon come to
Egypt;

The ®idols of Egypt will tremble at His presence,

And the ®heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.



>"So I will incite Egyptians against Egyptians;
And they will ®each fight against his brother and each against his
neighbor,
City against city and kingdom against kingdom.
3"Then the spirit of the Egyptians will suffer demoralization within them;
And I will confound their strategy,
So that ©they will resort to idols and ghosts of the dead
And to mediums and spiritists.
“"Moreover, I will deliver the Egyptians into the hand of a !cruel master,
And a mighty king will rule over them," declares the Lord GOD of
hosts.
*DThe waters from the sea will dry up,
And the river will become parched and dry.
*The @canals will emit a stench,
The ®streams of Egypt will thin out and dry up;
UThe reeds and rushes will rot away.
'The bulrushes by the ™Nile, by the edge of the Nile
And all the sown fields by the Nile
Will become dry, drive away, and exist no more.
8And the Mfishermen will lament,
And all those who cast a line into the Nile will mourn,
And those who spread nets on the waters will pine away.
Moreover, the manufacturers of linen made from combed flax
And the weavers of white Qcloth will feel utter dejection.
1%And the ®pillars of Egypt will become crushed;
All the hired laborers will suffer grief in soul.
UThe princes of (¥Zoan have become mere fools;
The advice of Pharaoh's wisest advisers has become stupid
How can you men say to Pharaoh,
"I proclaim myself a son of the ®wise, a son of ancient kings"?
12Well then, where can we find your wise men?
Please let them tell you,
And let them understand what the LORD of hosts
Has ®purposed against Egypt.
13The princes of Zoan have acted foolishly,
The princes of ®Memphis have deluded themselves;
Those who represent the @cornerstone of her tribes
Have led Egypt astray.
1“The LORD has mixed within her a spirit of Ydistortion;
WThey have led Egypt astray in all that it does,
As a ®drunken man staggers in his vomit.
>There will exist no work for Egypt
MWwhich its head or tail, its palm branch or bulrush, may do.



°In that day the Egyptians will become like women, and they will tremble
and feel ‘¥dread because of the ®®waving of the hand of the LORD of hosts,
which He will wave over them.

17The land of Judah will become a terror to Egypt; everyone to whom it has
become mentioned will have dread of it, because of the “®purpose of the
LORD of hosts which He purposes against them.

181n that day five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of
Canaan and ®Sswearing allegiance to the LORD of hosts; one will receive
the name the City of [@Destruction.

1In that day there will stand an “Paltar to the LORD in the midst of the
land of Egypt, and a ®Epillar to the LORD near its border.

20Tt will become a sign and a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of
Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of oppressors, and He will send
them a ®®Savior and a “®)Champion, and He will deliver them.

21Thus the LORD will make Himself known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will
know the LORD in that day. They will even worship with ®¥sacrifice and
offering, and will make a vow to the LORD and perform it.

>The LORD will strike Egypt, striking but “Phealing; so they will ®return
to the LORD, and He will respond to them and will heal them.

23In that day there will exist a ®highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the
Assyrians will come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the
Egyptians will ®Yworship with the Assyrians.

24Tn that day Israel will serve as the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a
blessing in the midst of the earth,

25whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, " I will bless @™Egypt My
people, and Assyria ®the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance."



Isaiah 20
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Prophecy about Egypt and Ethiopia

In the year that the ®commander came to ¥’ Ashdod, when Sargon the
king of Assyria sent him and he fought against Ashdod and captured it,

2at that time the LORD spoke through ©Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, "Go
and loosen the ®sackcloth from your hips and take your ®shoes off your
feet " And he did so, going ©naked and barefoot.

3And the LORD said, "Even as My servant Isaiah has gone naked and
barefoot three years as a ®’sign and token against Egypt and 'Cush,

“so the Pking of Assyria will lead away the captives of Egypt and the exiles
of Cush, Pyoung and old, naked and barefoot with buttocks uncovered, to
the shame of Egypt.

>"Then they will feel ®'dismayed and ashamed because of Cush their hope
and Egypt their “boast.

®"So the inhabitants of this coastland will say in that day, 'Behold, such we
place our hope, where we fled ®for help to be delivered from the king of
Assyria; and we, ™how shall we escape?"

Isaiah 21
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God Commands That Babylon Will Fall

The ®oracle concerning the [@®wilderness of the sea
As ©windstorms in the Negev sweep on,
It comes from the wilderness, from a terrifying land.
2A ®harsh vision I have seen;
The ®treacherous one still deals treacherously, and the destroyer still
destroys
Go up, ®Elam, lay siege, Media;
I have made an end of all the groaning she has caused.
3For this reason my ‘©loins feel full of anguish;
Pains have seized me like the pains of a ®woman in labor.



I feel so bewildered I cannot hear, so terrified I cannot see.

*My mind reels, horror overwhelms me;
The twilight I longed for has Pturned me into trembling.

*They Dset the table, they Plspread out the cloth, they eat, they drink;
"Rise up, captains, oil the shields,"

®For thus the Lord says to me,
"Go, station the lookout, let him ®report what he sees.
""When he sees (Priders, horsemen in pairs,
A train of donkeys, a train of camels,
Let him pay close attention, very close attention."

8Then the lookout called,
"M™Q Lord, I stand continually by day on the watchtower,
And I have become stationed every night at my guard post.
"Now behold, here comes a troop of riders, horsemen in pairs."
And one said, "WFallen, fallen has Babylon;
And all the ©images of her gods shattered on the ground."
%0 my ®threshed people, and my afflicted of the threshing floor!
What I have heard from the LORD of hosts,
The God of Israel, I make known to you.

Oracles about Edom and Arabia

1The oracle concerning ‘YEdom
One keeps calling to me from ®Seir,
"Watchman, “how far gone spent the night?
Watchman, how far gone has the night progressed?"
12The watchman says,
"Morning comes but also night.
If you would inquire, inquire;
Come back again."

13The oracle about &Arabia

In the thickets of Arabia you must spend the night,
O caravans of MDedanites.

1“Bring water for the thirsty,
O inhabitants of the land of YTema,
Meet the fugitive with bread.

15For they have Yfled from the swords,
From the drawn sword, and from the bent bow
And from the press of battle.



18For thus the Lord said to me, "In a Wyear, as a hired man would count it,
all the splendor of ®'Kedar will terminate;

7and the remainder of the number of bowmen, the mighty men of the
sons of Kedar, will become few; for the LORD God of Israel ®has spoken."

Isaiah 22
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The Valley of Vision

The oracle concerning the ®valley of vision
What troubles you now, that you have all gone up to the
®housetops?
2You who seemed so full of noise,
You boisterous town, you ©exultant city;
Your slain had not received execution with the sword,
Nor did they die in battle.
3Bl your rulers have fled together,
And have fallen into captivity without the bow;
All of you who found yourselves taken captive together,
Though they had fled far away.
“Therefore I say, "Turn your eyes away from me,
Let me ®weep bitterly,
Do not try to comfort me concerning the destruction of the daughter
of my people."
>©For the Lord GOD of hosts has a day of panic, Psubjugation and
confusion
DIn the valley of vision,
A breaking down of walls
And a crying to the mountain.
6®Elam took up the quiver
With the chariots, infantry and horsemen;
And “Kir uncovered the shield.
’Then your choicest valleys appeared full of chariots,
And the horsemen took up fixed positions at the gate.
8And He removed the defense of Judah.
In that day you depended on the weapons of the ®house of the
forest,
°And you saw that the breaches



In the wall of the city of David you saw many;
And you ™collected the waters of the lower pool.
1%Then you counted the houses of Jerusalem
And tore down houses to fortify the wall.
1And you made a reservoir (Ybetween the two walls
For the waters of the ®old pool.
But you did not depend on Him who made it,
Nor did you take into consideration Him who planned it long ago.
L2Therefore in that day the Lord GOD of hosts called you to Yweeping, to
wailing,
To ®shaving the head and to wearing sackcloth.
BInstead, one sees Ygaiety and gladness,
Killing of cattle and slaughtering of sheep,
Eating of meat and drinking of wine:
"Dl et us eat and drink, for tomorrow we may die."
14But the LORD of hosts revealed Himself to me,
"Surely this Viniquity God shall not forgive you
Wyntil you die," says the Lord GOD of hosts.

1>Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts,
"Come, go to this steward,
To ¥sShebna, who has charge of the royal household,
1"\wWhat right do you have here,
And whom do you have here,
That you have ®hewn a tomb for yourself here,
You who hew a tomb on the height,
You who carve a resting place for yourself in the rock?
17'Behold, the LORD intends to hurl you headlong, O man.
And He intends to grasp you firmly
18And roll you tightly like a ball,
To Ycast you into a vast country;
There you will die
And there your splendid chariots will stand,
You shame of your master's house.'
197 will “Adepose you from your office,
And I will pull you down from your station.
20"Then it will come about in that day,
That I will summon My servant ®®Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
21And I will clothe him with your tunic
And tie your sash securely about him.
I will entrust him with your authority,
And he will become a A“father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to
the house of Judah.
22"Then I will set ®Pthe key of the “®house of David on his shoulder,



When he opens no one will shut,
When he shuts no one will “Popen.
23"T will drive him like a 9peg in a firm place,
And he will become a “®throne of glory to his father's house.

2430 they will hang on him all the glory of his father's house, offspring and
issue, all the least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars.

25"Tn that day," declares the LORD of hosts, "the “Ppeg driven in a firm
place will give way; it will even “Ybreak off and fall, and the load hanging on
it will become cut off, for the ®LORD has spoken."

Isaiah 23
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The Fall of Tyre

The oracle concerning ®Tyre
Wail, O ®ships of “'Tarshish,
For Tyre has become destroyed, without house or ®harbor;
They received a report from the land of ®'Cyprus.
>(B)Keep silent, you inhabitants of the coastland,
You merchants of Sidon;
Your messengers crossed the sea
3And sailed on many waters.
©)The grain of the Nile, the harvest of the River became her
revenue;
And she became the “market of nations.
“Have shame, O @Sidon;
For the sea speaks, the stronghold of the sea, saying,
"I have neither travailed nor given birth,
I have neither brought up young men nor reared virgins."
>When the report reaches Egypt,
They will suffer ®anguish at the report of Tyre.
pass over to PTarshish;
Wail, O inhabitants of the coastland.
Do you call this your ®jubilant city,
Whose origin comes from antiquity,



Whose feet used to carry her to colonize distant places?
8Who has planned this against Tyre, ™®the bestower of crowns,
Whose merchants served as princes, whose traders became the
honored of the earth?
9OThe LORD of hosts has planned it, to ®defile the pride of all beauty,
To despise all the @honored of the earth.
%0verflow your land like the Nile, O daughter of Tarshish,
There exists no more restraint.
1He has ®stretched His hand out ®over the sea,
He has ®made the kingdoms tremble;
The LORD has given a command concerning Canaan to Ydemolish its
strongholds.
12He has said, "¥You shall exult no more, O crushed virgin daughter of
Sidon
Arise, pass over to WCyprus; even there you will find no rest."

13Behold, the land of the Chaldeans--this we call the people which had not
existed; ®Assyria appointed it for Ydesert creatures--they erected their
siege towers, they stripped its palaces, ¥they made it a ruin.
wail, 0 ®Aships of Tarshish,
For your stronghold has suffered destruction.

>Now in that day people will forget Tyre for “®)seventy years like the
days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in the
song of the harlot:
1%Take your harp, walk about the city,
O forgotten harlot;
Pluck the strings skillfully, sing many songs,
That people may remember you .

171t will come about at “%the end of seventy years that the LORD will visit
Tyre Then she will go back to her harlot's wages and will ®®play the harlot
with all the kingdoms on the face of the earth.

18Her Blgain and her harlot's wages will become Fset apart to the LORD;
people will not store it up or hoard it, but her gain will become sufficient
food and choice attire for those who dwell in the presence of the LORD.
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Judgment on the Earth

1Behold, the LORD Plays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface
and scatters its inhabitants.

°And the people will resemble the priest, the servant like his master, the
maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower,
the ®creditor like the debtor.

3The earth will become completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for
the LORD has spoken this word.

“The ©earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the
(Dexalted of the people of the earth fade away.

>The earth has also become ©polluted by its inhabitants, for they
transgressed laws, violated statutes, ©broke the everlasting covenant.

*Therefore, a (®curse devours the earth, and those who live in it have had
guilt Therefore, the Minhabitants of the earth burn, and few men remain.
"The ®new wine mourns,
The vine decays,
All the merry-hearted sigh.
8The WYgaiety of tambourines ceases,
The noise of revelers stops,
The gaiety of the harp ceases.
°They do not drink wine with song;
®)Strong drink tastes Mbitter to those who drink it.
10The ™Mcity of chaos has broken down;
MEvery house has become shut up so that none may enter.
UThere is an @outcry in the streets concerning the wine;
®All joy turns to gloom.
The gaiety of the earth has dwindled.
12Desolation remains in the city
And the @gate has become battered to ruins.
13For ®thus it will seem in the midst of the earth among the peoples,
As the shaking of an olive tree,
As the gleanings when the grape harvest ends.
148 They raise their voices, they shout for joy;
They cry out from the west concerning the majesty of the LORD.



5Therefore Pglorify the LORD in the east,
The Wnhame of the LORD, the God of Israel,
In the ®Wcoastlands of the sea.
1%rrom the Wends of the earth we hear songs, "®Glory to the Righteous
One,"
But I say, "WWoe to me! Woe to me! Alas for me!
The @treacherous deal treacherously,
And the treacherous deal very treacherously."
1788 Terror and pit and snare
Confront you, O inhabitant of the earth.
18Then it will seem that he who flees the report of disaster will fall into the
pit,
And he who climbs out of the pit will find himself caught in the snare;
For the ®®windows above open, and the A“foundations of the earth
shake.
19(AD)The earth has broken asunder,
The earth has “Bsplit through,
The earth shakes violently.
*The earth “Preels to and fro like a drunkard
And it totters like a shack,
For its ®®transgression lies heavy upon it,
And it will fall, ®®never to rise again.
2150 it will happen in that day,
That the LORD will “punish the host of heaven on high,
And the ®kings of the earth on earth.
>’They will gather together
Like “®prisoners in the dungeon,
And they will suffer confinement in prison;
And after many days they will suffer punishment.
23Then the ®™moon will seem abashed and the sun ashamed,
For the ML ORD of hosts will reign on “YMount Zion and in
Jerusalem,
And His glory will shine before His elders.

Isaiah 25
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Song of Praise for God's Favor

!0 LORD, I acknowledge You as my God;
I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name;



For You have ®worked wonders,
©plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.
2For You have made a city into a ®heap,
A ©fortified city into a ruin;
A ®palace of strangers has become a city no more,
People will never rebuild it.
3Therefore a strong people will ©glorify You;
M Cities of ruthless nations will revere You.
“For You have proved yourself a {defense for the helpless,
A defense for the needy in his distress,
A Drefuge from the storm, a shade from the heat;
For the breath of the ®ruthless
Resembles a rain storm against a wall.
>Like heat in drought, You subdue the ®uproar of aliens;
Like heat by the shadow of a cloud, the song of the ruthless has
become silenced.
*MThe LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for Wall peoples on
this mountain;
A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow,
And refined, aged wine.
’And on this mountain He will swallow up the Ycovering which goes over
all peoples,
Even the veil which stretches over all nations.
8He will ®swallow up death for all time,
And the Lord GOD will Q@wipe tears away from all faces,
And He will remove the ®reproach of His people from all the earth;
For the LORD has spoken.
°And people will say in that day,
"Behold, we acknowledge our God for whom we have Pwaited that
WHe might save us
We acknowledge the LORD for whom we have waited;
WL et us rejoice and feel glad in His salvation."
0For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain,
And WMoab will become trodden down in his place
As people trod down straw in the water of a manure pile.
1And he will ®spread out his hands in the middle of it
As a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim,
But the Lord will ®lay low his pride together with the trickery of his



hands.
12The Punassailable fortifications of your walls He will bring down,
Lay low and cast to the ground, even to the dust.

Isaiah 26
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Song of Trust in God's Protection

1®1n that day people will sing this song in the land of Judah:
"We have a ®strong city;
He sets up walls and ramparts for ©security.
2"Open the (Pgates, that the Erighteous nation may enter,
The one that remains faithful.
3"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect ®peace,
Because he trusts in You.
4@)Tryst in the LORD forever,
For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Y'Rock.
>"For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the Punassailable city;
DHe lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.
er®)The foot will trample it,
The feet of the PWafflicted, the steps of the helpless."
"The Mway of the righteous seems smooth;
O Upright One, ®Wmake the path of the righteous level.
8Indeed, while following the way of QYour judgments, O LORD,
We have waited for You eagerly;
®Your name, even Your ¥memory, we desire in our souls.
S®)At night my soul longs for You,
Indeed, my spirit within me &)seeks You diligently;
For when the earth experiences Your judgments
The inhabitants of the world ®Plearn righteousness.
%Though people show the wicked favor,
He does not Ylearn righteousness;
He ®deals unjustly in the land of uprightness,
And does not perceive the majesty of the LORD.
110 LORD, Your hand lifts up yet they ™do not see it
They see ®Your zeal for the people and feel shame;



Indeed, ®fire will devour Your enemies.

12| ORD, You will establish ¥peace for us,

Since You have also performed for us all our works.

130 LORD our God, ®other masters besides You have ruled us;
But through You alone we ®®confess Your name.

14A9The dead will not live, the departed spirits will not rise;
Therefore You have Ppunished and destroyed them,

And You have wiped out all remembrance of them.
15(8B)You have increased the nation, O LORD,

You have increased the nation, You receive glory;

You have “Pextended all the borders of the land.
180 LORD, they sought You ®®in distress;

They could only whisper a prayer,

Your chastening has come upon them.

17(A)As the pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth,

She writhes and cries out in her labor pains,

Thus have we become before You, O LORD.
18We seemed pregnant, we writhed in labor,

We “Dgave birth, as it seems, only to wind

We could not accomplish deliverance for the earth,

Nor did “Yinhabitants of the world become born.
your @¥dead will live;

Their corpses will rise

You who lie in the dust, ®Yawake and shout for joy,

For your dew seems as the dew of the dawn,

And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.
20Come, my people, ®enter into your rooms

And close your doors behind you;

Hide for a little ®Mwhile

Until ®indignation runs its course.

?For behold, the LORD intends to ““®’come out from His place
To “Qpunish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity;
And the earth will ®®reveal her bloodshed
And will no longer cover her slain.



Isaiah 27
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The Deliverance of Israel

In that day “the LORD will punish ®Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
With His fierce and great and mighty sword,
Even Leviathan the twisted serpent;
And ©He will kill the dragon who lives in the sea.
’In that day,
"A ®yineyard of wine, sing of it!
3", the LORD, serve as its keeper;
)1 water it every moment
So that no one will damage it,
I ®guard it night and day.
“'T have no wrath.
Should someone give Me ©briars and thorns in battle,
Then I would step on them, 1 would burn them completely.
>'Or let him Prely on My protection,
Let him make peace with Me,
Let him ®make peace with Me."
®In the days to come Jacob ®will take root,
Israel will “blossom and sprout,
And they will fill the whole world with ®fruit.
’Like the striking of Him who has struck them, has ™He struck them?
Or like the slaughter of His slain, have they become slain?
8You contended with them by banishing them, by @driving them away
With His fierce wind He has expelled them on the day of the ®east
wind.
“Therefore through this Jacob's iniquity will receive forgiveness;
And this will constitute the full price of the ®pardoning of his sin:
When he makes all the ®altar stones like pulverized chalk stones;
When Asherim and incense altars will not stand.
For the fortified city has become Wisolated,
A homestead forlorn and forsaken like the desert;
WThere the calf will graze,
And there it will lie down and feed on its branches.
when its @limbs have dried, they break off;
Women come and make a fire with them,
For they do not constitute a people of Wdiscernment,
Therefore ®their Maker ®will not have compassion on them.
And their Creator will not show graciousness to them.



12In that day the LORD @will start His threshing from the flowing stream of
the ®Euphrates to the brook of Egypt, and you will gather up one by one,
O sons of Israel.

131t will come about also in that day that a great “Strumpet will blow, and
those who perished in the land of ®®Assyria and who had become scattered
in the land of Egypt will come and ®®worship the LORD in the holy mountain
at Jerusalem.

Isaiah 28
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Ephraim's Captivity Predicted

lWoe to the proud crown of the ®drunkards of ®Ephraim,
And to the fading flower of its glorious beauty,
Which locates at the head of the fertile valley
Of those who have become overcome with wine!
’Behold, the Lord has a strong and ‘“‘mighty agent;
As a storm of ®hail, a tempest of destruction,
Like a storm of ®'mighty overflowing waters,
He has cast it down to the earth with His hand.
3The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim has become Ptrodden
under foot.
“And the fading flower of its glorious beauty,
Which locates at the head of the fertile valley,
Will resemble the ©first-ripe fig prior to summer,
Which one sees,
And as soon as he has it in his hand,
He swallows it.
°In that day the ™LORD of hosts will become a beautiful Pcrown
And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people;
°A Dspirit of justice for him who sits in judgment,
A ®strength to those who repel the onslaught at the gate.
’And these also (Preel with wine and stagger from strong drink:
MThe priest and ™the prophet reel with strong drink,
They have confusion by wine, they stagger from @strong drink;
They reel while having ®visions,
They totter when rendering judgment.
8For all the tables have become full of filthy Yvomit, without a single



clean place.
"To ®whom would He teach knowledge,
And to whom would He interpret the message?
Those just ©weaned from milk?
Those just taken from the breast?
10"For He says,
'MOrder on order, order on order,
Line on ling, line on line,
A little here, a little there."
11ndeed, He will speak to this people
Through YWstammering lips and a foreign tongue,
12He who said to them, "Here we find Wrest, give rest to the weary,"
And, "Here we find repose," but they would not listen.
1350 the word of the LORD to them will seem,
"Order on order, order on order,
Line on ling, line on line,
A little here, a little there,"
That they may go and Wstumble backward, become broken, snared
and taken captive.

Judah Receives A Warning

YTherefore, ®hear the word of the LORD, O ®scoffers,
Who rule this people who live in Jerusalem,
15Because you have said, "We have made a ‘“covenant with death,
And with Sheol we have made a pact
(A2 The overwhelming scourge will not reach us when it passes by,
For we have made “®falsehood our refuge and we have ““concealed
ourselves with deception."

1%Therefore thus says the Lord GOD,

"(AD)Behold, I lay in Zion a stone, a tested “E)stone,
A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.
He who believes in it will not suffer disturbance.

1771 will make “Pjustice the measuring line
And righteousness the level;
Then ®9hail will sweep away the refuge of lies
And the waters will overflow the secret place.

18nyour BH)covenant with death will become ®Dcanceled,
And your pact with Sheol will not stand;
When the “Doverwhelming scourge passes through,
Then you become its “Ktrampling place.

19nps (BAhoften as it passes through, it will seize you;
For ®™®morning after morning it will pass through, anytime during the



day or night,
And it will show sheer ®Yterror to understand what it means."
20The bed remains too short on which to stretch out,
And the ®9blanket seems too small to wrap oneself in.
21For the LORD will rise up as at Mount “PPerazim,
He will become stirred up as in the valley of “9Gibeon,
To do His ®®task, His “Sunusual task,
And to work His work, His extraordinary work.
22And now do not carry on as Dscoffers,
Or your fetters we will make stronger;
For I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts
Of decisive “Ydestruction on all the earth.
23Give ear and hear my voice,
Listen and hear my words.
2“Does the farmer plow continually to plant seed?
Does he continually turn and harrow the ground?
25Does he not level its surface
And sow dill and scatter ®Ycummin
And plant ®Ywheat in rows,
Barley in its place and rye within its area?
28For his God instructs and teaches him properly.
27For dill we do not thresh with a ®threshing sledge,
Nor do we drive the cartwheel over cummin;
But dill we beat out with a rod, and cummin with a club.
28Grain for bread we crush,
Indeed, he does not continue to thresh it forever.
Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it,
He does not thresh it longer.
2°This also comes from the LORD of hosts,
Who has made His counsel “Ywonderful and His wisdom 4% great.

Isaiah 29
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Jerusalem Receives A Warning

lWoe, O Ariel, Ariel the city where David once ®camped!
Add year to year, ®observe your feasts on schedule.
°I will bring distress to Ariel,



And she will become a city of lamenting and ‘“mourning;
And she will become like an Ariel to me.
31 will ®camp against you encircling you,
And I will set siegeworks against you,
And I will raise up battle towers against you.
“Then you will find yourselves brought low;
From the earth you will speak,
And from the dust where you lie prostrate
Your words will come.
Your voice will also resemble a spirit from the ground,
And your speech will whisper from the dust.
>But the multitude of your enemies will become like fine (Pdust,
And the multitude of the ©ruthless ones like the chaff which blows
away;
And it will happen ®instantly, suddenly.
®From the LORD of hosts you will receive Ppunishment with @Pthunder
and earthquake and loud noise,
With whirlwind and tempest and the flame of a consuming fire.
’And the ®multitude of all the nations who wage war against Ariel,
Even all who wage war against her and her stronghold, and who
distress her,
Will seem like a dream, a (Pvision of the night.
8t will seem as when a hungry man dreams--
And behold, he eats;
But when he awakens, his hunger has not become satisfied,
Or as when a thirsty man dreams--
And behold, he drinks,
But when he awakens, behold, he feels faint
And his thirst has not become quenched.
MThus the multitude of all the nations will seem
Who wage war against Mount Zion.
‘Mgtay delayed and wait,
Blind yourselves and remain blind;
They ©become drunk, but not with wine,
They stagger, but not with strong drink.
1%For the LORD has poured over you a spirit of deep ®sleep,
He has Yshut your eyes, the prophets;
And He has covered your heads, the seers.

1The entire vision will appear to you like the words of a sealed ®book,
which when they give it to the one who has become literate, saying, "Please
read this," he will say, "I cannot, for someone has sealed it ."



12Then the book we will give to the one who cannot read, saying, "Please
read this." And he will say, "I cannot read."

13Then the Lord said,
"Because Sthis people draw near with their words
And honor Me with their lip service,
But they remove their hearts far from Me,
And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,
“Therefore behold, I will once again deal Pmarvelously with this people,
wondrously marvelous;
And Wthe wisdom of their wise men will perish,
And the discernment of their discerning men will have concealment."
SWoe to those who deeply ®hide their plans from the LORD,
And whose Wdeeds they do in a dark place,
And they say, "®Who sees us?" or "Who knows us?"
1%you turn things around!
Shall we consider the potter as equal with the clay,
That ®what has become made would say to its maker, "He did not
make me";
Or what someone has formed say to him who formed it, "He has no
understanding"?

Blessing after Discipline

7Does it not seem just a little while

Before Lebanon will turn into a @fertile field,

And the fertile field we will consider as a forest?
180n that day the “Adeaf will hear ®®words of a book,

And out of their gloom and darkness the ““)eyes of the blind will see.
19The ADafflicted also will increase their gladness in the LORD,

And the “Eneedy of mankind will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
20For the ®Fruthless will come to an end and the “®scorner will come to

an end,

Indeed “®all who feel intent on doing evil will become cut off;
2lWho cause a person to receive indictment by a word,

And “Densnare him who adjudicates at the gate,

And Mdefraud the one in the right with meaningless arguments.

2’Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed “Abraham, concerning
the house of Jacob:
"Jacob “Yshall not now feel ashamed, nor shall his face now turn pale;
23But when he sees his @™children, the ®Mwork of My hands, in his midst,
They will sanctify My name;
Indeed, they will ®sanctify the Holy One of Jacob



And will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
24"Those who “®err in mind will @¥know the truth,
And those who criticize will ®®accept instruction.

Isaiah 30
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Judah Warned against Egyptian Alliance

Imiwoe to the Prebellious children," declares the LORD,
"Who ®execute a plan, but not Mine,
And ©“make an alliance, but not of My Spirit,
In order to add sin to sin;
Who ®proceed down to Egypt
Without ®consulting Me,
B)To take refuge in the safety of Pharaoh
And to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!
3"Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will prove ©your shame
And the shelter in the shadow of Egypt, your humiliation.
“"For ®their princes live at Zoan
And their ambassadors arrive at Hanes.
>"Everyone will feel ®ashamed because of a people who cannot profit

them,
Who live @not for help or profit, but for shame and also for reproach."

®The oracle concerning the ®beasts of the (“Negev

Through a land of ®distress and anguish,
From where come lioness and lion, viper and ™flying serpent,
They ©carry their riches on the backs of young donkeys
And their treasures on ®camels' humps,
To a people who cannot profit them;

’Even Egypt, whose @help proves vain and empty
Therefore, I have called her
"®Rahab who has become exterminated."

8Now go, Swrite it on a tablet before them
And inscribe it on a scroll,
That it may serve in the time to come
As a witness forever.

For this appears a Prebellious people, Yfalse sons,
Sons who refuse to Vlisten



To the instruction of the LORD;
¥Who say to the Wseers, "You must not see visions";
And to the prophets, "You must not ®prophesy to us that which
appears right,
Speak to us pleasant words,
Prophesy illusions.
1"Get out of the way, “turn aside from the path,
(AA) et us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel."

L2Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel,
"(AB)Since you have rejected this word
And have put your trust in ®“oppression and guile, and have relied on

them,

BTherefore this ®Riniquity will come to you
Like a ®®breach about to fall,
A bulge in a high wall,
Whose collapse comes “Psuddenly in an instant,

“Whose collapse resembles the smashing of a “®potter's jar,
So ruthlessly shattered
That we will not find a sherd among its pieces
To take fire from a hearth
Or to scoop water from a cistern."

15For thus the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, has said,

"In repentance and “®rest you will save yourselves,
In ®Dquietness and trust reside your strength."
But you did not seem willing,

18And you said, "No, for we will flee on ®Phorses,"
Therefore you shall flee!
"And we will ride on swift horses,"
Therefore those who pursue you shall seem swift.

17(A%0ne thousand will flee at the threat of one man;
You will flee at the threat of five,
Until you remain as a flag on a mountain top

And as a signal on a hill.
God Shows Graciousness and Justice

18Therefore the LORD “®Ylongs to show graciousness to you,
And therefore He waits on ®™high to have compassion on you
For the LORD proves himself a ®YGod of justice;
How blessed we consider all those who 49long for Him.



190 people in Zion, “Pinhabitant in Jerusalem, you will “Yweep no longer
He will surely show graciousness to you at the sound of your cry; when He
hears it, He will ®®answer you.

20Although the Lord has given you ®®bread of privation and water of
oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer Phide Himself, but your eyes
will behold your Teacher.

?lyour ears will hear a word behind you, "Acknowledge the right “Yway,
walk in it," whenever you “Yturn to the right or to the left.

>2And you will defile your graven ®Wimages overlaid with silver, and your
molten ®Ximages plated with gold You will scatter them as an impure thing,
and say to them, " Good riddance!"

23Then He will ®%give you rain for the seed which you will sow in the
ground, and bread from the yield of the ground, and it will grow rich and
plenteous; on that day ®®your livestock will graze in a roomy pasture.

>4Also the oxen and the donkeys which work the ground will eat salted
fodder, which you have ®®winnowed with shovel and fork.

250n every lofty mountain and on ©%every high hill you will see streams
running with water on the day of the great ®®slaughter, when the towers
fall.

26(BE)IThe light of the moon will seem almost as the light of the sun, and the
light of the sun will seem seven times brighter, like the light of seven days,
on the day ®®the LORD binds up the ®9fracture of His people and ®heals
the bruise He has inflicted.
2’Behold, 8Pthe name of the LORD comes from a remote place;
®DHis anger burns and His smoke has grown dense;
His lips fill with ®®indignation
And His tongue resembles a ®Yconsuming fire;
28Hjs BMpreath resembles an overflowing torrent,
Which ®¥reaches to the neck,
To ®9shake the nations back and forth in a sieve,
And to put in the jaws of the peoples ©Pthe bridle which leads to ruin.
2%You will have songs as in the night when you keep the festival,
And gladness of heart as when one marches to the sound of the flute,
To go to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel.
30And the LORD will cause His voice of authority to resound,
And the descending of His arm to appear in fierce anger,
And in the flame of a consuming fire



In cloudburst, downpour and hailstones.
31For (BYat the voice of the LORD BRAssyria will feel terrified,
When He strikes with the ®rod.
32And every blow of the ®Prod of punishment,
Which the LORD will lay on him,
Will sound with the music of ®Ytambourines and lyres;
And in battles, ®Ybrandishing weapons, He will fight them.
3For RIEWTopheth has long seemed ready,
Indeed, it has become prepared for the king
He has made it deep and large,
A pyre of fire with plenty of wood;
The ®breath of the LORD, like a torrent of ®brimstone, sets it afire.

Isaiah 31
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Help Not in Egypt but in God

lWoe to those who go down to ®Egypt for help
And ®rely on horses,
And trust in chariots because they have many
And in horsemen because they prove very strong,
But they do not ©look to the ®’Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD!
2Yet He also shows wisdom and will ®bring disaster
And does ©not retract His words,
But will arise against the house of @evildoers
And against the help of the “workers of iniquity.
3Now the Egyptians we acknowledge as ¥’men and not God,
And their ®horses have flesh and not spirit;
So the LORD will Pstretch out His hand,
And ™he who helps will stumble
And he who receives help will fall,
And all of them will come to an end together.

*For thus says the LORD to me,

"As the Mlion or the young lion growls over his prey,

Against which a band of shepherds becomes called out,

And he will not become terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their
noise,

So will the LORD of hosts come down to wage “war on Mount Zion
and on its hill."



>Like flying ®birds so the LORD of hosts will protect Jerusalem
He will @protect and deliver it;
He will pass over and rescue it.

6®Return to Him from whom you have &)deeply defected, O sons of Israel.

’For in that day every man will Pcast away his silver idols and his gold
idols, which your @sinful hands have made for you as “a sin.
8And the WAssyrian will fall by a sword not of man,
And a ®sword not of man will devour him
So he will ®not escape the sword,
And his young men will become @forced laborers.
o"His ®rock will pass away because of panic,
And his princes will become terrified at the “®standard,"
Declares the LORD, whose Sfire burns in Zion and whose furnace
stands in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 32
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The Glorious Future

Behold, a “king will reign righteously
And princes will rule justly.
Each will serve as a ®refuge from the wind
And a shelter from the storm,
Like ©streams of water in a dry country,
Like the (®shade of a huge rock in a parched land.
3Then ®the eyes of those who see will not become blind,
And the ears of those who hear will listen.
“The mind of the ®hasty will discern the truth,
And the tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak clearly.
>No longer will they call the “fool noble,
Or will they call the rogue generous.
®For a fool speaks nonsense,
And his heart ®inclines toward wickedness:
To practice Pungodliness and to speak error against the LORD,



To Ykeep the hungry person unsatisfied
And to withhold drink from the thirsty.
’As for a rogue, his weapons seem evil;
He ®devises wicked schemes
To Pdestroy the afflicted with slander,
MEven though the needy one speaks right.
8But Wthe noble man devises noble plans;
And by noble plans he stands.
°Rise up, you Pwomen who feel at ease,
And hear my voice;
®Give ear to my word,
You complacent daughters.
OWwithin a year and a few days
You will have trouble, O complacent daughters;
(QFor the vintage has ended,
And the fruit gathering will not come.
UTremble, you women who feel at ease;
Have trouble, you complacent daughters;
(S)Strip, undress and put sackcloth on your waist,
12(DBeat your breasts for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine,
13WFor the land of my people in which thorns and briars shall come up;
Yea, for all the joyful houses and for the ®jubilant city.
1“Because Wthe palace has become abandoned, the populated ®city

forsaken

Hill and watch-tower have become ®caves forever,

A delight for ®wild donkeys, a pasture for flocks;
15Until the we receive the “ASpirit from on high,

And the wilderness becomes a ®Bfertile field,

And the fertile field they consider as a forest.
1%Then “9justice will dwell in the wilderness

And righteousness will abide in the fertile field.
7And the ®®work of righteousness will become peace,

And the service of righteousness, ‘“Blquietness and confidence forever.
18Then my people will live in a ®Ppeaceful habitation,

And in secure dwellings and in undisturbed “S)resting places;
¥And it will @Phail when the “forest comes down,

And “Dthe city will receive destruction.



2OHow the Lord K)blesses you , you who sow beside all waters,
Who let out freely the ox and the donkey.

Isaiah 33
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The Judgment of God

lwoe ®to you, O destroyer,
While you did not receive destruction;
And he ®who proves treacherous, while others did not deal
treacherously with him
As soon as you finish destroying, “you will receive destruction;
As soon as you cease to deal treacherously, others will ®deal
treacherously with you.
20 LORD, show graciousness to us; we have ®waited for You
You prove their ®strength every morning,
Our salvation also in the ®time of distress.
3At the sound of the tumult ©peoples flee;
At the Qlifting up of Yourself nations disperse.
* Your enemies gather their spoil as the caterpillar gathers;
As locusts rushing about men rush about on it.
>We exalt the LORD, for He dwells on high;
He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.
®And He will serve as the ®stability of your times,
A Mwealth of salvation, wisdom and ©knowledge;
The ®fear of the LORD proves his treasure.
’Behold, their brave men cry in the streets,
The @ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.
8 The highways look desolate, the ®traveler has ceased,
He has ©broken the covenant, he has despised the cities,
He has no regard for man.
9DThe land mourns and pines away,
W[ ebanon has become shamed and withers;
MSharon resembles a desert plain,



And Bashan and Carmel lose their foliage.
10rNow MWT will arise," says the LORD,
"Now I will receive exaltation, now I will become lifted up.
1ryou have ®conceived chaff, you will give birth to stubble;
My @breath will consume you like a fire.
12'The peoples will burn to lime,
@Like cut thorns which burn in the fire.
13"you who live far away, ®hear what I have done;
And you who remain near, acknowledge My might."
1448)Sinners in Zion feel terrified;
(A9Trembling has seized the godless
"Who among us can live with ®the consuming fire?
Who among us can live with continual “®burning?"
5He who “Pwalks righteously and speaks with sincerity,
He who rejects unjust gain
And shakes his hands so that they hold no bribe;
He who stops his ears from hearing about bloodshed
And ®Sshuts his eyes from looking upon evil;
%He will dwell on the heights,
(A8 His refuge will resemble the impregnable rock;
(ADHis bread God will give him,
He will surely have water .
7your eyes will see ®the King in His beauty;
They will behold ®¥a far-distant land.
18your heart will meditate on “bterror:
"Where dwells @®he who counts?
Where dwells he who weighs?
Where dwells he who counts the towers?"
1%You will no longer see a fierce people,
A people of “Nynintelligible speech which no one comprehends,
Of a stammering tongue which no one understands.
20(20) ook upon Zion, the city of our appointed feasts;
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, an “®undisturbed habitation,
(BDA tent which will not fold;
Its stakes will never pull up,
Nor any of its cords tear apart.
21But there the majestic One, the LORD, will protect us
A place of “®rivers and wide canals



On which no boat with oars will go,
And on which no mighty ship will pass--
22For the LORD serves as our “judge,
The LORD serves as “Pour lawgiver,
The LORD serves as ®Your king;
(AYHe will save us--
23your tackle hangs slack;
It cannot hold the base of its mast firmly,
Nor spread out the sail.
Then the ®Wprey of an abundant spoil people will divide;
AX)The lame will take the plunder.
2“And no resident will say, "I have become “Vsick";
The people who dwell there will receive forgiveness for their iniquity.

Isaiah 34
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God's Wrath against Nations

!Draw near, O nations, to hear; and listen, O peoples!
B) et the earth and all it contains hear, and the world and all that
springs from it.
2For the LORD'S “indignation focuses against all the nations,
And His wrath against all their armies;
He has ®utterly destroyed them,
He has given them over to ®slaughter.
3So their slain they will throw out,
And their corpses will give off their (¥stench,
And the mountains will become drenched with their ®blood.
‘And Dall the host of heaven will wear away,
And the @sky will roll up like a scroll;
All their hosts will also wither away
As a leaf withers from the vine,
Or as one withers from the fig tree.
>For ®My sword has reached satiation in heaven,
Behold it shall descend for judgment upon (“Edom
And upon the people whom I have ®devoted to destruction.
*The sword of the LORD fills with blood,
It has become sated with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats,
With the fat of the kidneys of rams.



For the LORD has a sacrifice in WBozrah
And a great slaughter in the land of ‘YEdom.
’®wild oxen will also fall with them
And Qyoung bulls with strong ones;
Thus their land will soak with blood,
And their dust become greasy with fat.
8For the LORD has a day of ®)vengeance,
A year of recompense for the cause of Zion.
Its streams will turn into pitch,
And its loose earth into @brimstone,
And its land will become burning pitch.
101t will @not quench night or day;
Its Wsmoke will go up forever
From “Wgeneration to generation it will remain desolate;
®None will pass through it forever and ever.
1But ®pelican and hedgehog will possess it,
And owl and raven will dwell in it;
And He will stretch over it the ®line of desolation
And the plumb line of emptiness.
12Its nobles—they find “*no one there
Whom they may proclaim king--
And all its princes will come to “®nothing.
13Thorns will come up in its ASfortified towers,
Nettles and thistles in its fortified cities;
It will also serve as a haunt of “®jackals
And an abode of ostriches.
The desert “E)creatures will meet with the wolves,
The ®Phairy goat also will cry to its kind;
Yes, the night monster will settle there
And will find herself a resting place.
1>The tree snake will make its nest and lay eggs there,
And it will hatch and gather them under its protection.
Yes, “Sthe hawks gather there,
Every one with its kind.

165eek from the ®pook of the LORD, and read:

Not one of these we will find missing;
None will lack its mate
For ®DHis mouth has commanded,
And His Spirit has gathered them.

17He has cast the Alot for them,
And His hand has divided it to them by ®®line
They shall possess it forever;
From “Ygeneration to generation they will dwell in it.
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Zion's Happy Future

The ®wilderness and the desert will have gladness,
And the ®Arabah will rejoice and blossom;
Like the crocus

21t will ©blossom profusely
And ®rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy
The ®glory of Lebanon will accrue to it,

The majesty of ('Carmel and Sharon

They will see the €)glory of the LORD,

The majesty of our God.
3™Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble.
“Say to those with Panxious heart,

"Take courage, fear not

Behold, your God will come with Pvengeance;

The ®recompense of God will come,

But He will Psave you."

>Then the ®eyes of the blind will open
And the ears of the deaf will unstop.

*Then the Mlame will leap like a deer,

And the ©@tongue of the mute will shout for joy
For waters will break forth in the ®wilderness
And streams in the Arabah.

"The scorched land will become a pool
And the thirsty ground springs of water;

In the ®haunt of jackals, its resting place,
Grass becomes reeds and rushes.

83)A highway will lie there, Pa roadway,
And people will call the Highway of ‘“Holiness
The unclean will not travel on it,
But it will turn out for him who walks that way,
And ®fools will not wander on it.

No Wiion will live there,
Nor will any vicious beast go up on it;
These no one will find there



But ®the redeemed will walk there,

%And ®Wthe ransomed of the LORD will return
And come with joyful shouting to Zion,
With everlasting joy upon their heads
They will find gladness and joy,

And “Ysorrow and sighing will flee away.

Isaiah 36
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Sennacherib Invades Judah

{®Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, ¥’Sennacherib king of
Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.

’And the ©)king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to
King Hezekiah with a large army And he stood by the ®conduit of the upper
pool on the highway of the fuller's field.

3Then ®Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who presided over the household, and
(B)Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to
him.

“Then (“Rabshakeh said to them, "Say now to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the
great king, the king of Assyria, "What confidence do you have?

>"T say, 'Your counsel and strength for the war prove only empty words.'
Now on whom do you rely, that ®you have rebelled against me?

®"Behold, you rely on the Ostaff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, on
which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it ¥'So does Pharaoh
king of Egypt to all who rely on him.

/"But if you say to me, 'We trust in the LORD our God,"' do we not consider
Him ®whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away and has
said to Judah and to Jerusalem, '"You shall worship before this altar'?

8"Now therefore, come make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria,
and I will give you two thousand horses, if you have the ability on your part
to set riders on them.

"How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master's servants
and ®rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?



10"Have I now come up without the LORD'S approval against this land to
destroy it? ™The LORD said to me, 'Go up against this land and destroy
it.I"I"

1Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to Rabshakeh, "Speak now to
your servants in ®Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak with us
in (QJudean in the hearing of the people who stand on the wall."

12But Rabshakeh said, "Has my master sent me only to your master and to
you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, doomed
to eat their own dung and drink their own urine with you?"

13Then Rabshakeh stood and ®cried with a loud voice in Judean and said,
"Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria.

" Thus says the king, 'Do not let Hezekiah Qdeceive you, for he will not
have the ability to deliver you;

Bhor let Hezekiah make you ®trust in the LORD, saying, "The LORD will
surely deliver us, this city will not fall into the hand of the king of Assyria."

18'Do not listen to Hezekiah,' for thus says the king of Assyria, 'Make your
peace with me and come out to me, and eat each of his ®)vine and each of
his fig tree and drink each of the Dwaters of his own cistern,

17until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of
grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18'Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you, saying, "YThe LORD will
deliver us." Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from
the hand of the king of Assyria?

9'"Where are the gods of WHamath and Arpad? Where do we find the gods
of WSepharvaim? And when have they ®delivered Samaria from my hand?

20MWho among all the Wgods of these lands have delivered their land from
my hand, that the Y LORD would deliver Jerusalem from my hand?"

21But they remained silent and ®answered him not a word; for the king's
commandment consisted of, "Do not answer him."

22Then “®Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who presided over the household, and
(A9Shebna the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of Rabshakeh.
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Hezekiah Seeks Isaiah's Help

'And ®when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself
with sackcloth and entered the house of the LORD.

>Then he sent ®Eliakim who presided over the household with “Shebna
the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to (®Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz.

3They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This day we consider a ®day of
distress, rebuke and rejection; for ®children have come to birth, and there
exists no strength to deliver.

“'Perhaps the LORD your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his
master the king of Assyria has sent to ©reproach the living God, and will
rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard Therefore, offer a
prayer for ®the remnant that remains."

>So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

®Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your master, 'Thus says the
LORD, "Do not fear because of the words that you have heard, with which
the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me.

""Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will ©®hear a rumor and
®return to his own land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own
|and."|"

8Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against
LLibnah, for he had heard that the king had left ®Lachish.

When he ®heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of ‘“Cush, "He has
come out to fight against you," and when he heard it he sent messengers to
Hezekiah, saying,

1%"Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah, '"®Do not let your God in
whom you trust deceive you, saying, "Jerusalem will not fall into the hand of
the king of Assyria."

11(@pBehold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the

lands, destroying them completely. So will you become spared?



12IDid the gods of those nations which my fathers have destroyed deliver
them, even ®Gozan and ®’Haran and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who
lived in Telassar?

13'Where do we find the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the
city of Sepharvaim, and of Hena and Ivvah?"

Hezekiah's Prayer in the Temple

1“Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read
it, and he went up to the house of the LORD and spread it out before the
LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed to the LORD saying,

16"0 LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Pwho enthrones himself above the
cherubim, We acknowledge You as (YGod, You alone, of all the kingdoms of
the earth YYou have made heaven and earth.

17n(Wncline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and
see; and Ylisten to all the words of Sennacherib, who sent them to
Dreproach the living God.

18" Truly, O LORD, the “kings of Assyria have devastated all the countries
and their lands,

1%and have cast their gods into the fire, for they didn’t prove as gods but
the ®)work of men's hands, wood and stone So they have B)destroyed
them.

20"Now, O LORD our God, 9deliver us from his hand that “2all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, LORD we regard as God."

God Answers through Isaiah

21Then ®Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says
the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about
Sennacherib king of Assyria,

’this is the word that the LORD has spoken against him:
"She has despised you and mocked you,
The ®Pvirgin “®daughter of Zion;
She has “®shaken her head behind you,
The daughter of Jerusalem!
23"\Whom have you “Preproached and blasphemed?



And against whom have you raised your voice
And haughtily ®lifted up your eyes?
Against the ®Holy One of Israel!l
>"Through your servants you have reproached the Lord,
And you have said, 'With my many chariots I came up to the heights
of the mountains,
To the remotest parts of “YLebanon;
And I cut down its tall ®cedars and its choice cypresses
And I will go to its highest peak, its thickest “Mforest.
25T dug wells and drank waters,
And ®9with the sole of my feet I dried up
All the rivers of Egypt.'
26n(AP)Have you not heard?
Long ago I did it,
From ancient times I “Yplanned it
Now ®®I have brought it to pass,
That “Syou should turn fortified cities into “Pruinous heaps.
2’"Therefore their inhabitants seemed short of strength,
They felt dismayed and put to shame;
They appeared as the ®Yvegetation of the field and as the green herb,
As ®grass on the housetops becomes scorched before it grows up.
28'But I AWknow your sitting down
And your going out and your coming in
And your raging against Me.
2"Because of your raging against Me
And because your ®®arrogance has come up to My ears,
Therefore I will put My ®Yhook in your nose
And My “%pridle in your lips,
And I will turn you back ®*by the way which you came.

30"Then this shall serve as the sign for you: you will eat this year what
EB)grows of itself, in the second year what springs from the same, and in the
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

31"The B9surviving ®remnant of the house of Judah will again ®take root
downward and bear fruit upward.

32"For out of Jerusalem will go forth a ®®remnant and out of Mount Zion
survivors The (9zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."

3"Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, 'He will not
come to this city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not come before it with
a shield, or throw up a ®®siege ramp against it.



30(@BDRy the way that he came, by the same he will return, and he will not

come to this city,' declares the LORD.

3'For I will ®Ddefend this city to save it ®for My own sake and for My
servant David's sake."™

Assyrians Destroyed

3%Then the ®Yangel of the LORD went out and struck 185,000 in the camp
of the Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of
these died.

3’So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home and lived at
EMNineveh.

381t came about as he worshiped in the house of Nisroch his god, that
Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons killed him with the sword; and they
escaped into the land of ®YArarat And ®¥Esarhaddon his son became king
in his place.

Isaiah 38
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Hezekiah Healed

®1n those days Hezekiah became mortally ill And ®Isaiah the prophet the
son of Amoz came to him and said to him, "Thus says the LORD, '©Set your
house in order, for you shall die and not live."

>Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,

3and said, ""®’Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have ®walked
before You in truth and with a ®whole heart, and “have done good in Your
sight " And Hezekiah Pwept bitterly.

“Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah, saying,
>"Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of your father

David, "I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add
Dfifteen years to your life.



T will Pdeliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I
will defend this city."

"This shall serve as the ®sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do
this thing that He has spoken:

8"Behold, I will Pcause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone down
with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten steps " So the ®sun's
shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.

A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery:
191 said, "™1In the middle of my life
I will enter the Ygates of Sheol;
I will become ®deprived of the rest of my years."
117 said, "I will not see the LORD,
The LORD @in the land of the living;
I will look on man no more among the inhabitants of the world.
12n ike a shepherd's ®tent my dwelling has become pulled up and
removed from me;
As a ©weaver I Prolled up my life
He ®cuts me off from the loom;
From ““day until night You make an end of me.
13" composed my soul until morning.
W ike a lion--so He ®)breaks all my bones,
From ®day until night You make an end of me.
14n(@)| jke a swallow, like a crane, so I twitter;
I ®moan like a dove;
My @Beyes |ook wistfully to the heights;
O Lord, I feel oppressed, I acknowledge you as my “Ssecurity.
150(AD)What shall I say?
For He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done it;
I will ®®wander about all my years because of the “Pbijtterness of my
soul.
1610 Lord, ASby these things men live,
And in all these consists the life of my spirit;
(A0 restore me to health and “Plet me live!
17nLo, for my own welfare I had great bitterness;
It is You who has “Ykept my soul from the pit of nothingness,
For You have ®®cast all my sins behind Your back.
181Eor (AMSheol cannot thank You,
Death cannot praise You;
Those who go down ®™®to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness.
19" The ®Yjiving give thanks to You, as I do today;
A AOfather tells his sons about Your faithfulness.



20"The LORD will surely save me;
So we will ®®play my songs on stringed instruments
(AD Al the days of our life ®®at the house of the LORD."

2INow BSsaiah had said, "Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the
boil, that he may recover."

22Then Hezekiah had said, "What will you provide as the “Dsign that I shall
go up to the house of the LORD?"

Isaiah 39
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Hezekiah Shows His Treasures

1®At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent
letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had fallen sick and
had recovered.

’Hezekiah felt ®pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the
©sijlver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole
armory and all that he found in his treasuries. He didn't leave anything in his
house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.

3Then Isaiah the ®prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, "What
did these men say, and from where have they come to you?" And Hezekiah
said, "They have come to me from a far ©country, from Babylon."

“He said, "What have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah answered,
"They have seen all that exists in my house; I haven’t withheld anything
among my treasuries that I have not shown them."

>Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the ®word of the LORD of hosts,
®Behold, the days will come when ®all that you have in your house and

all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day your enemies will carry
it to Babylon; nothing will remain,' says the LORD.



”'And some of your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget,
they ®will be take away, and Pthey will become officials in the palace of the
king of Babylon.""

8DThen Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word of the LORD which you have
spoken we recognize as good " For he thought, "For I will have peace and
truth ®in my days."

Isaiah 40
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The Greatness of God

InAComfort, O comfort My people," says your God.
2n®)gpeak kindly to Jerusalem;
And call out to her, that her ©warfare has ended,
That her ®iniquity has become removed,
That she has received of the LORD'S hand
©®Double for all her sins."
3BA voice calls,
"G Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.
“"Let every valley become lifted up,
And every mountain and hill God will make low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;
>Then the ®glory of the LORD will become revealed,
And Qall flesh will see it together;
For the Pmouth of the LORD has spoken."
®A voice says, "Call out."
Then he answered, "What shall I call out?"
®AIl flesh appears as grass, and all its loveliness resembles the flower
of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
When the ™breath of the LORD blows upon it;
Surely the people resemble grass.



8The grass withers, the flower fades,

But ™the word of our God stands forever.
9Get yourself up on a ©@high mountain,

O Zion, bearer of ®good news,

Lift up your voice mightily,

O Jerusalem, bearer of good news;

Lift it up, do not fear

Say to the @cities of Judah,

"®Here you will find your God!"

1%Behold, the Lord GOD will come ®with might,
with His @arm ruling for Him
Behold, His @reward He has with Him
And His recompense before Him.

1] jke a shepherd He will ¥tend His flock,

In His arm He will gather the lambs
And carry them in His bosom;
He will gently lead the nursing ewes.

12Who has Wmeasured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
And marked off the heavens by the span,

And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure,
And weighed the mountains in a balance
And the hills in a pair of scales?
13®Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD,
Or as His Wcounselor has informed Him?

142 with whom did He consult and who “®gave Him understanding?
And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge
And informed Him of the way of understanding?

15Behold, the “Bnations seem like a drop from a bucket,
And He regards them as a speck of ®“dust on the scales;
Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust.

1Even Lebanon does not seem enough to burn,

Nor its ®Ppeasts enough for a burnt offering.

17(AB)A|| the nations have become as nothing before Him,

He regards them as less than nothing and meaningless.
18(245To whom then will you liken God?

Or what likeness will you compare with Him?
19As for the A9jidol, a craftsman casts it,

A goldsmith “®plates it with gold,



And a silversmith fashions chains of silver.
20He who has become too impoverished for such an offering
Selects a ®Dtree that does not rot;
He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman
To prepare an idol that ®Pwill not totter.
21&%Do you not know? Have you not heard?
Has God not declared it to you from the beginning?
Have you not understood “Yfrom the foundations of the earth?
22 He [Elsits above the /®Mcjrcle of the earth,
And its inhabitants resemble “Ygrasshoppers,
Who ®9stretches out the heavens like a ®Pcurtain
And spreads them out like a ®@tent to dwell in.
23He reduces ®®rulers to nothing,
Who ®Smakes the judges of the earth meaningless.
24lclScarcely have they planted anything,
Scarcely have they sown anything,
Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth,
But He merely blows on them, and they wither,
And the “Dstorm carries them away like stubble.
250(ATo whom then will you liken Me
That I would seem his equal?" says the Holy One.
26(AV) ift up your eyes on high
And see @Ywho has created these stars,
The ®®0ne who leads forth their host by number,
He calls them all by name;
Because of the ®Y)greatness of His might and the strength of His
power,
(A2)Not one of them has gone missing.
27BAWhy do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel,
"I can hide my way from the LORD,
And the 9justice due me escapes the notice of E®my God"?
28(BE)Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The ®PEverlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth
Does not become weary or tired
His understanding we find ®©®inscrutable.
2He gives strength to the ®Pweary,
And to him who lacks might He ®increases power.
3Though ®youths grow weary and tired,



And vigorous ¥young men stumble badly,
3lyet those who wait for the LORD

Will 8Ygain new strength;

They will ®Ymount up with wings like eagles,

They will run and not get tired,

They will walk and not become weary.
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Israel Encouraged

InA)Coastlands, listen to Me ®in silence,
And let the peoples (©gain new strength;
D) et them come forward, then let them speak;
E)Let us come together for judgment.
2"E)Who has aroused one from the east
Whom He ©calls in righteousness to His feet?
He ®delivers up nations before him
And subdues kings
He makes them like @dust with his sword,
As the wind-driven @chaff with his bow.
3"He pursues them, passing on in safety,
By a way he had not traversed with his feet.
4n(K)Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the beginning?
'U1, the LORD, proclaim myself the first, and with the last 1
proclaim myself as He."
*The Mcoastlands have seen and fear;
The ©@ends of the earth tremble;
They have drawn near and have come.
®Each one helps his neighbor
And says to his brother, "Remain strong!"
’So the ®craftsman encourages the @smelter,
And he who smooths metal with the hammer encourages him who
beats the anvil,
Saying of the soldering, "It looks good";



And he fastens it with nails,
®)So that it will not totter.
8"But you, Israel, ®My servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
Descendant of @Abraham My “Pfriend,
%You whom I have ®taken from the ends of the earth,
And called from its Wremotest parts
And said to you, ' I consider You My servant,
I have Wchosen you and not rejected you.
10'Do not “Yfear, for I remain with you;
Do not anxiously look about you, for I proclaim Myself as your God
I will strengthen you, surely ®*1 will help you,
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous “Bright hand.'
11"Behold, ®9all those who have anger with you will have shame and
dishonor;
(AD)Those who contend with you will come to nothing and will perish.
120(8B)you will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them,
Those who war with you will come to nothing and non-existent.
13"For I proclaim myself as the LORD your God, “P'who upholds your right
hand,
Who says to you, '®®Do not fear, I will help you.'
14"Do not fear, you “Pworm Jacob, you men of Israel;
I will help you," declares the LORD, "and “Pyour Redeemer you will
acknowledge as the Holy One of Israel.
15vBehold, I have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double
edges;
ADyou will thresh the “®mountains and pulverize them,
And will make the hills like chaff.
18ryou will @Ywinnow them, and the wind will carry them away,
And the storm will scatter them;
But you will ®rejoice in the LORD,
You will glory in the Holy One of Israel.
17"The afflicted and needy seek ®water, but find none,
And their tongue parches with thirst;
I, the LORD, “9will answer them Myself,
As the God of Israel I ®®will not forsake them.
187 will open ®@rivers on the bare heights
And springs in the midst of the valleys;



I will make ®®the wilderness a pool of water
And the dry land fountains of water.
19" will put the cedar in the wilderness,
The acacia and the 3 myrtle and the olive tree;
I will place the “Djuniper in the desert
Together with the box tree and the cypress,
20That AYthey may see and recognize,
And consider and gain insight as well,
That the ®hand of the LORD has done this,
And the Holy One of Israel has created it.
2lnpresent your case," the LORD says.
"Bring forward your strong arguments,"
The ®WKing of Jacob says.
22(A%)| et them bring forth and declare to us what will take place;
As for the ®former events, declare what had turned out,
That we may consider them and know their outcome.
Or announce to us what will come;
23(A2)peclare the things that will happen to come afterward,
That we may know that you serve as gods;
Indeed, ®®do good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and
fear together.
>*Behold, ®®you have become of no account,
And ®9your work amounts to nothing;
He who chooses you has become an ®®abomination.
25"T have aroused ®one from the north, and he has come;
From the rising of the sun he will call on My name;
And he will come upon rulers as upon ®®mortar,
Even as the potter treads clay."
26Who has (89 declared this from the beginning, that we might know?
Or from former times, that we may say, "He has spoken correctly!"?
Surely ®®no one declared,
Surely no one proclaimed,
Surely no one heard your words.
27mEDEormerly I said to Zion, 'Behold, here we see them '
And to Jerusalem, 'I will give a ®®messenger of good news.'
28ngut BOwhen I look, I see no one,
And no ®Ycounselor appears among them
Who, if I ask, can ®Wgive an answer.



29"Behold, all of them prove [@false;
Their ®Yworks prove ©@worthless,
Their molten images seem ®®wind and emptiness.
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God's Promise concerning His Servant

InABehold, My ®Servant, whom I uphold;
My ©chosen one in whom My ®soul delights
I have put My ®Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth ®justice to the nations.
2"He will not cry out or raise His voice,
Nor make His voice heard in the street.
3"A bruised reed He will not break
And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish;
He will faithfully bring forth (justice.
“"He will not feel ®disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the earth;
And the Pcoastlands will wait expectantly for His law."

>Thus says God the LORD,
Who @created the heavens and ®stretched them out,
Who spread out the Pearth and its offspring,
Who ®gives breath to the people on it
And spirit to those who walk in it,

"I proclaim myself the LORD, I have Mcalled You in righteousness,

I will also @hold You by the hand and ®watch over You,
And I will appoint You as a ‘©covenant to the people,
As a ®light to the nations,
"To ®open blind eyes,
To Dbring out prisoners from the dungeon
And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.
811 proclaim myself the LORD, that people use as “My name;
I will not give My Wglory to another,
Nor My praise to graven images.
"Behold, the ®former things have come to pass,
Now I declare “new things;
Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."
105ing to the LORD a “new song,



Sing His praise from the ®®end of the earth!
(AB)you who go down to the sea, and %all that lives in it
You ®Djslands, and those who dwell on them.
1) et the “Blwilderness and its cities lift up their voices,
The settlements where ®®Kedar inhabits
Let the inhabitants of “®Sela sing aloud,
Let them shout for joy from the tops of the ®®mountains.
12| et them “lgive glory to the LORD
And declare His praise in the “Ycoastlands.
13(&)The LORD will go forth like a warrior,
He will arouse His ®Yzeal like a man of war
He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry
He will ®prevail against His enemies.

The Blindness of the People

14n(AN] have kept silent for a long time,
I have kept still and restrained Myself.
Now like a woman in labor I will groan,
I will both gasp and pant.
157 will ®lay waste the mountains and hills
And wither all their vegetation;
I will ®make the rivers into coastlands
And dry up the ponds.
16r7 will A9lead the blind by a way they do not know,
In paths they do not know I will guide them
I will ®®make darkness into light before them
And ®rugged places into plains
These things I will do,
And I will ®Pnot leave them undone."
"They will turn back and utterly fall into shame,
Who trust in idols,
Who say to molten images,
"You we regard as our gods."
18AHear, you deaf!
And look, you blind, that you may see.
Who seems blind but My ®Wservant,
Or so deaf as My ®®messenger whom I send?
Who has become so blind as he that has peace with Me,
Or so blind as the servant of the LORD?

2032)you have seen many things, but you do not observe them;



Your ears have opened, but none hears.
21The LORD felt pleased for His righteousness' sake
To make the law ®¥great and glorious.
>2But this people has become plundered and despoiled;
All of them find themselves ®®trapped in caves,
Or have found themselves ®9hidden away in prisons;
They have become a prey with none to deliver them,
And a spoil, with none to say, "Give them back!"
23Who among you will give ear to this?
Who will give heed and listen hereafter?
2“Who gave Jacob up for spoil, and Israel to plunderers?
Did we not sin against the LORD, against whom we have sinned,
And in whose ways they didnt seem willing to walk,
And whose law they did not (Eobey?
2550 He poured out on him the heat of His anger
And the ®fierceness of battle;
And it set him aflame all around,
Yet he did not recognize it;
And it burned him, but he ®®paid no attention
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Israel Redeemed

1But now, thus says the LORD, your “Creator, O Jacob,
And He who ®formed you, O Israel,
"Do not ©fear, for I have ®redeemed you;
I have ©)called you by name; you belong to Me!
2"When you “®pass through the waters, I will stay with you;
And through the rivers, they will not overflow you
When you Pwalk through the fire, you will not become scorched,
Nor will the flame burn you.
3"For YI proclaim Myself as the LORD your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your ®Savior;
I have given Egypt as your ransom,
LUCush and Seba in your place.



“"Since I consider you ®precious in My sight,
Since I honor you and I @love you,
I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for
your life.
>"Do not fear, for ‘®I remain with you;
I will bring @your offspring from the east,
And ®gather you from the west.
T will say to the ®north, 'Give them up!'
And to the south, 'Do not hold them back'
Bring My ®Msons from afar
And My daughters from the Yends of the earth,
’Everyone who I call by My name,
And whom I have Wcreated for My ¥glory,
®Whom I have formed, even whom I have made."

Israel Has Become God's Witness

8Bring out the people who have become “blind, even though they have
eyes,
And the deaf, even though they have ears.
All the nations have “gathered together
So that the peoples may assemble
Who among them can “Bldeclare this
And proclaim to us the former things?
Let them present “Stheir witnesses “Pthat they may become
justified,
Or let them hear and say, "I declare it as true."
107 consider you “E)My witnesses," declares the LORD,
"And ®®My servant whom I have chosen,
So that you may know and believe Me
And understand that “©I proclaim myself as He
(AH)Before Me no God ever formed,
And there will exist none after Me.
11 even I, proclaim myself as the LORD,
And no “savior exists “)besides Me.
1201 have declared and saved and proclaimed,
And no “Kstrange god exists among you;
So you have become My witnesses," declares the LORD,
"And I proclaim myself as God.
BrEven BYfrom eternity “™I proclaim Myself as He,
And ®Ynone can deliver out of My hand;
(AT act and who can reverse it?"

Babylon destines for Destruction



1“Thus says the LORD your “®PRedeemer, the Holy One of Israel,
"For your sake I have sent to Babylon,
And will bring them all down as fugitives,
Even the A9Chaldeans, into the ®®ships [@in which they rejoice.
15" proclaim Myself the LORD, your Holy One,
(AS)The Creator of Israel, your ADKing."

1%Thus says the LORD,
Who ®Ymakes a way through the sea
And a path through the mighty waters,
7Who brings forth the “Ychariot and the horse,
The army and the mighty man
(They will lie down together and not rise again;
They have become ®quenched and extinguished like a wick):
181(A)po not call to mind the former things,
Or ponder things of the past.
19"Behold, I will do something “Ynew,
Now it will spring forth;
Will you not become aware of it?
I will even “Pmake a roadway in the wilderness,
Rivers in the desert.
*"The beasts of the field will glorify Me,
The ®®jackals and the ostriches,
Because I have ®®given waters in the wilderness
And rivers in the desert,
To give drink to My chosen people.
21"The people whom 91 formed for Myself
EDWill declare My praise.

The Shortcomings of Israel

22nyet you have not called on Me, O Jacob;
But you have become ®weary of Me, O Israel.
23"you have Pnot brought to Me the sheep of your burnt offerings,
Nor have you ®honored Me with your sacrifices
I have not ®®purdened you with offerings,
Nor wearied you with ®Dincense.
24"you have bought Me not ®Psweet cane with money,
Nor have you filled Me with the fat of your sacrifices;
Rather you have burdened Me with your sins,
You have ®®wearied Me with your iniquities.
25"1 “even I, proclaim myself the one who ®Ywipes out your
transgressions ®"for My own sake,



And I will ®¥not remember your sins.
26vpyt Me in remembrance, 89let us argue our case together;
State your cause, ®®that you may become proved right.
27y our B9fjrst forefather sinned,
And your ®Rspokesmen have transgressed against Me.
2855 I will pollute the princes of the sanctuary,
And I will consign Jacob to the ®ban and Israel to Previlement.

Isaiah 44

NASB E-Prime DFM

The Blessings of Israel

"But now listen, O Jacob, My ®servant,
And Israel, whom I have chosen:
*Thus says the LORD who made you
And ®formed you from the womb, who ©will help you,
'®©Do not fear, O Jacob My servant;
And you ®Jeshurun whom I have chosen.
'For ®I will pour out water on the thirsty land
And streams on the dry ground;
I will ©®pour out My Spirit on your ®offspring
And My blessing on your descendants;
sAnd they will spring up among the grass
Like ®Wpoplars by streams of water.'
s"This one will say, 'I belong to the LORD;
And that one will call on the name of Jacob;
And another will @write on his hand, 'Belonging to the LORD,'
And will name Israel's name with honor.

¢"Thus says the LORD, the ®King of Israel and his “Redeemer, the LORD of
hosts:
'T proclaim myself as the ®™first and the last,
And there exists no God ™besides Me.
"Who compares to Me? ©Let him proclaim and declare it;
Yes, let him recount it to Me in order,
From the time that I established the ancient nation.
And let them declare to them the things that will come
And the events that will take place.



8'Do not tremble and do not fear;
®Have I not long since announced it to you and declared it?
And @you witness for Me
Does any God exist ®besides Me,
Or do we know of any other ®Rock?
I know of none."

The Folly of Idolatry

sThose who fashion a graven image are all of them futile, and their precious
things have no profit; even their own witnhesses fail to see or know, so that
they will fall into shame.

©Who has fashioned a god or cast an idol to ®no profit?

u1Behold, all his companions will fall into shame, for the craftsmen
themselves show themselves mere men. Let them all assemble themselves,
let them stand up, let them tremble, let them together fall into shame.

2The ®man shapes iron into a cutting tool and does his work over the coals,
fashioning it with hammers and working it with his strong arm. He also gets
hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and becomes weary.

sOAnother shapes wood, he extends a measuring line; he outlines it with
red chalk He works it with planes and outlines it with a compass, and makes
it like the form of a man, like the beauty of ®man, so that it may sitin a
@house.

1uSurely he cuts cedars for himself, and takes a cypress or an oak and raises
it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and the rain
makes it grow.

sThen it becomes something for a man to burn, so he takes one of them
and warms himself; he also makes a fire to bake bread. He also ®makes a
god and worships it; he makes it a graven image and “®falls down before it.

isHalf of it he burns in the fire; over this half he eats meat as he roasts a
roast and has become satisfied. He also warms himself and says, "Aha! I feel
warm, I have seen the fire."

vBut the rest of it he ““makes into a god, his graven image He falls down
before it and worships; he also “®prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for I
consider you as my god."



¥They do not ®“®know, nor do they understand, for He has ®“Psmeared over
their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot
comprehend.

»No one recalls, nor can we find “knowledge or understanding to say, "I
have burned half of it in the fire and also have baked bread over its coals I
roast meat and eat it Then I make the rest of it into an ®@abomination, I fall
down before a block of wood!"

»He “bfeeds on ashes; a ®deceived heart has turned him aside And he
cannot deliver himself, nor say, " Do I not find a lie in my right hand?"

God Forgives and Redeems

u"tbRemember these things, O Jacob,
And Israel, for you I consider @My servant;
I have formed you, I have made you My servant,
O Israel, you will @not become forgotten by Me.
2"T have @@wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud
And your sins like a heavy mist
@Return to Me, for I have “Yredeemed you."
sShout for joy, O heavens, for the LORD has done it!
Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth;
“9Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it;
For “Othe LORD has redeemed Jacob
And in Israel He “Wshows forth His glory.

2Thus says the LORD, your ®Redeemer, and the one who ®formed you
from the womb,
"I, the LORD, have made all things,
@OStretching out the heavens by Myself
And spreading out the earth all alone,
sANCausing the omens of boasters to fail,
Making fools out of diviners,
“aCausing wise men to draw back
And turning their knowledge into foolishness,
2EAConfirming the word of His servant
And performing the purpose of His messengers
It is I who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall become inhabited!'
And of the ©&cities of Judah, ' People shall build them.'
And I will raise up her ruins again.
"It is I who says to the depth of the sea, ' Dry up!
And I will make your rivers &dry.



2#"Tt is I who says of ©®Cyrus, ' I consider him my shepherd!
And he will perform all My desire '
And he declares of Jerusalem, ' They will build her,'
And of the temple, 'You will lay your foundation .""
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God Uses Cyrus

Thus says the LORD to ®Cyrus His anointed,
Whom I have taken by the right ®hand,
To ©subdue nations before him
And to ®loose the loins of kings;
To open doors before him so that gates will not shut:
2"T will go before you and ®make the rough places smooth;
I will Pshatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron ©bars.
3T will give you the ®treasures of darkness
And hidden wealth of secret places,
So that you may know that I exist,
The LORD, the God of Israel, who Pcalls you by your name.
“"For the sake of ®Jacob My servant,
And Israel My chosen one,
I have also ®called you by your name;
I have given you a title of honor
Though you have ®not known Me.
"I proclaim myself the LORD, and ™there exists no other;
(MBesides Me no one can find God
I will @gird you, though you have not known Me;
*That ®men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun
That ‘©no one exists besides Me.
I proclaim myself the LORD, and no other exists,
"The One ®forming light and creating darkness,
Causing well-being and Pcreating calamity;
I proclaim myself the LORD who does all these.

God's Supreme Power

8"Wprip down, O heavens, from above,
And let the clouds pour down righteousness;
Let the Wearth open up and salvation bear fruit,



WYAnd righteousness spring up with it.
I, the LORD, have created it.

"Woe to the one who ®quarrels with his Maker--
An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth!
Will the Wclay say to the potter, 'What have you done?'
Or the thing you make say, 'He has no hands'?

10mwoe to him who says to a father, 'What have you begot?'
Or to a woman, 'To what have you given birth?"

UThus says the Y)LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his ®®Maker:

"(AB)Ask Me about the things to come concerning My 4sons,
And you shall commit to Me Pthe work of My hands.

120 1 made the earth, and created man upon it
I ABstretched out the heavens with My hands
And I ordained 49)al| their host.

13'T have aroused him in ®®righteousness
And I will ®make all his ways smooth;
He will ®build My city and will let My exiles go “¥free,
Without any payment or reward," says the LORD of hosts.

“Thus says the LORD,
"The products of “YEgypt and the merchandise of ™ Cush
And the Sabeans, men of stature,
Will ®Ycome over to you and will become yours;
They will walk behind you, they will come over in “®chains
And will ®®bow down to you;
They will make supplication to you:
'Surely, “YGod accompanies you, and no else exists,
No other God."
Truly, I acknowledge You as a God who 3hides Himself,
O God of Israel, ADSavior!
1%They will fall into shame and even humiliation, all of them;
The ®manufacturers of idols will go away together in humiliation.
71srael has receives salvation from the LORD
With an ®Yeverlasting salvation;
You ®®will not suffer shame or humiliation
To all eternity.

18For thus says the LORD, who “Ycreated the heavens (He ““formed the
earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a ®*waste place,
but formed it so people could inhabit it),
"I proclaim Myself the LORD, and no one else exists.
19n(BD)] have not spoken in secret,
In some dark land;



I did not say to the ®Boffspring of Jacob,
'BE)Seek Me in a waste place';
I, the LORD, 9speak righteousness,
EHDeclaring things that I know as upright.
20n(BDGather yourselves and come;
Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations;
B)They have no knowledge,
Who ®Kcarry about their wooden idol
And ®Ypray to a god who cannot save.
21nBMpeclare and set forth your case;
Indeed, let them consult together
ENMWho has announced this from of old?
Who has long since declared it?
Have I not declared them, the LORD?
And no other God exists besides Me,
A righteous God and a ®®Savior;
No one exists except Me.
22n(BATyrn to Me and receive salvation, all the ends of the earth;
For I proclaim Myself as God, and no other exists.
231(B3)1 have sworn by Myself,
The ®Pword has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness
And will not turn back,
That to Me ®Yevery knee will bow, every tongue will ®Yswear
allegiance.
2"They will say of Me, 'Only ®Yin the LORD do we find righteousness and
strength '
Men will come to Him,
And ®all who felt angry at Him will suffer shame.
25"Tn the LORD all the offspring of Israel
Will receive justification and ®2glory."
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Babylon's Idols and the True God

1A)Bel has bowed down, Nebo stoops over;
Their images they have consigned to the beasts and the cattle.
The things that you carry have become burdensome,



A load for the weary beast.
2They stooped over, they have bowed down together;
They could not rescue the burden,
But have themselves ®gone into captivity.
3"©Ljsten to Me, O house of Jacob,
And all @the remnant of the house of Israel,
You who have become ®borne by Me from birth
And people have carried them from the womb;
“Even to your old age ®I will remain the same,
And even to your ¥graying years I will bear you!
I have done it, and I will carry you;
And I will bear you and I will deliver you.
>"MTo whom would you liken Me
And make Me equal and compare Me,
That we would seem alike?
®"Those who Plavish gold from the purse
And weigh silver on the scale
Hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god;
They Ybow down, indeed they worship it.
"They ®ift it upon the shoulder and carry it;
They set it in its place and it stands there
L1t does not move from its place
Though one may cry to it, it ®cannot answer;
It ®cannot deliver him from his distress.
8n(QRemember this, and have assurance;
®Recall it to mind, you @transgressors.
"Remember the ®former things long past,
For I proclaim myself as God, and there exists )no other;
I proclaim myself as God, and no one compares to Me,
%Dpeclaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have not happened,
Saying, 'YMy purpose will become established,
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’;
1calling a ®bird of prey from the Weast,
The man of My purpose from a far country
Truly I have ®spoken; truly I will bring it to pass.
I have planned it, surely I will do it.
121 isten to Me, you ‘¥stubborn-minded,



Who remain ®far from righteousness.
13v1 BBbring near My righteousness, it has not gone far off;
And My salvation will not delay
And I will grant ®“salvation in Zion,
And My “Pglory for Israel.
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Lament for Babylon

InA)come down and sit in the dust,
O ®lvirgin ©daughter of Babylon;
Sit on the ground without a throne,
O daughter of the Chaldeans!
For people shall no longer call you ®tender and delicate.
>"Take the ®millstones and F'grind meal
Remove your ©veil, Wstrip off the skirt,
Uncover the leg, cross the rivers.
3"Your Pnakedness I will uncover,
I will expose your shame;
I will Ptake vengeance and will not spare a man."
‘0our ®Redeemer, the LORD of hosts we call His name,
The Holy One of Israel.
>"Lgjt silently, and go into ™darkness,
O daughter of the Chaldeans,
For people will no longer call you
The ®queen of @kingdoms.
"I felt angry with My people,
I profaned My heritage
And gave them into your hand.
You did not show mercy to them,
On the ®Paged you made your yoke very heavy.
""Yet you said, 'I will remain a Yqueen forever'
These things you did not ®consider
Nor remember the ®)outcome of them.
8"Now, then, hear this, you Psensual one,



Who ®dwells securely,
Who says in your heart,
'M1 sit securely, and there exists no one besides me
I will Wnot sit as a widow,
Nor know loss of children.'
"But these ®two things will come on you “Wsuddenly in one day:
Loss of children and widowhood
They will come on you in full measure
In spite of your many ‘®sorceries,
In spite of the great power of your spells.
10ryou felt ®secure in your wickedness and said,
'@B)No one sees me,'
Your ®Swisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you;
For you have said in your heart,
'(AD)T sijt securely, and there exists no one besides me.'
vyt “Bevil will come on you
Which you will not know how to charm away;
And disaster will fall on you
For which you cannot atone;
And “Pdestruction about which you do not know
Will come on you “®suddenly.
12nstand fast now in your “®spells
And in your many sorceries
With which you have labored from your youth;
Perhaps you will have the ability to profit,
Perhaps you may cause trembling.
13"you have wearied yourself with your many counsels;
Let now the “Vastrologers,
Those who prophesy by the stars,
Those who predict by the new moons,
Stand up and ®save you from what will come upon you.
l4"Behold, they have become “Dlike stubble,
AMFire burns them;
They cannot deliver themselves from the power of the flame;
They will have no coal to warm by
Nor a fire to sit before!
15130 have those become to you with whom you have labored,
Who have “9trafficked with you from your youth;



Each has wandered in his own way;
N o one will save you.
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Israel's Obstinacy

InA)Hear this, O house of Jacob, who have the name of Israel
And who came forth from the ®loins of Judah,
Who ©swear by the name of the LORD
And invoke the God of Israel,
But not in truth nor in ®righteousness.
2"For they call themselves after the ®holy city
And ®lean on the God of Israel;
The LORD of hosts we call His hame.
31 (S declared the former things long ago
And they went forth from My mouth, and I proclaimed them
Msuddenly I acted, and they Pcame to pass.
“"Because I know that you seem @obstinate,
And your ®'neck resembles an iron sinew
And your Pforehead bronze,
>Therefore I declared them to you long ago,
Before they took place I proclaimed them to you,
So that you would not say, 'My ™idol has done them,
And my graven image and my molten image have commanded them.'
®"You have heard; look at all this.
And you, will you not declare it?
I proclaim to you ™new things from this time,
Even hidden things which you have not known.
"They have become created now and not long ago;
And before today you have not heard them,
So that you will not say, 'Behold, I knew them.'
8"You have not @heard, you have not known
Even from long ago your ear has not opened,
Because I knew that you would deal very treacherously;
And people have called you a ®rebel from birth.
"QFor the sake of My name I ®delay My wrath,
And for My praise I restrain it for you,



In order not to cut you off.
10nBehold, I have refined you, but ©not as silver;
I have tested you in the Pfurnace of affliction.
1nWEor My own sake, for My own sake, I will act;
For how can you profane My name ?
And My Mglory I will not give to another.

Deliverance Promised

12n jsten to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called;
W proclaim Myself as God, people call Me the first, people call me
the last.
13'Surely My hand ®founded the earth,
And My right hand spread out the heavens;
When I @call to them, they stand together.
L4n(@A)assemble, all of you, and listen!
(AB)\Who among them has declared these things?
The LORD loves him; he will ““carry out His good pleasure on
(AD)Babylon,
And His arm will fall against the Chaldeans.
15v1 even I, have spoken; indeed I have “Fcalled him,
I have brought him, and He will make his ways successful.
16n(AB)Come near to Me, listen to this:
From the first I have “Snot spoken in secret,
(AHFrom the time it took place, I lived there
And now “Dthe Lord GOD has sent Me, and His Spirit."

17Thus says the LORD, your “YRedeemer, the Holy One of Israel,
"I proclaim myself as the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit,
Who ®¥leads you in the way you should go.
18'1f only you had ‘““paid attention to My commandments!
Then your contentment would have resembled a river,
And your ®¥righteousness like the waves of the sea.
nyour A9descendants would have resembled the sand,
And your offspring like its grains;
(AP)Their name would never disappear or destroyed from My presence."
2049 Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans!
Declare with the sound of “®joyful shouting, proclaim this,
(A3)gend it out to the end of the earth;
Say, "®DThe LORD has redeemed His servant Jacob."
21They did not Ythirst when He led them through the deserts
He ®made the water flow out of the rock for them;
He split the rock and ®"the water gushed forth.
22n(BX)There exists no peace for the wicked," says the LORD.
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Salvation Reaches to the End of the Earth

Listen to Me, O Wislands,
And pay attention, you peoples from afar
®)The LORD called Me from the womb;
From the body of My mother He named Me.
’He has made My “'mouth like a sharp sword,
In the ®shadow of His hand He has concealed Me;
And He has also made Me a select ®arrow,
He has hidden Me in His quiver.
3He said to Me, " I call you My Servant, Israel,
©In Whom I will show My glory."
“But I said, "I have ®toiled in vain,
I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity;
Yet surely the justice due to Me remains with the LORD,
And My Preward with My God."

*And now says Ythe LORD, who formed Me from the womb to become His
Servant,
To bring Jacob back to Him, so that He might gather®®Israel to Him
(For I have received “honor in the sight of the LORD,
And My God has become My Mstrength),
®He says, "It seems too small a thing that You should become My Servant

To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of
Israel;

I will also make You a @light of the nations
So that My salvation may reach to the ®end of the earth."

"Thus says the LORD, the (YRedeemer of Israel and its Holy One,
To the ®despised One,

To the One abhorred by the nation,
To the Servant of rulers,

"S)Kings will see and arise,

Princes will also Pbow down,

Because of the LORD who remains faithful, the Holy One of Israel who
has chosen You."

8Thus says the LORD,
"In a Wfavorable time I have answered You,
And in a day of salvation I have helped You;
And I will ®keep You and ™give You for a covenant of the people,



To Y¥restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages;
9Saying to those who feel ®bound, 'Go forth,'
To those who live in darkness, 'Show yourselves '
Along the roads they will feed,
And their pasture will locate on all ©bare heights.
10" They will ®not hunger or thirst,
Nor will the scorching “®heat or sun strike them down;
For ®9He who has compassion on them will “Plead them
And will guide them to “Fsprings of water.
1T will make all ®®My mountains a road,
And My “®highways will raise up.
121Behold, these will come ®®from afar;
And lo, these will come from the “Pnorth and from the west,
And these from the land of Sinim."
13(A)shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth!
Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains!
For the @LORD has comforted His people
And will ®Yhave compassion on His afflicted.

Promise to Zion

1“But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me,
And the Lord has forgotten me."

15"Can a woman forget her nursing child
And have no compassion on the son of her womb?

Even these may forget, but ™1 will not forget you.
16vBehold, I have ®¥inscribed you on the palms of My hands;
Your ®9walls I see continually before Me.
17nYour builders hurry;
Your ®P)destroyers and devastators
Will depart from you.

18n(AQ)ift up your eyes and look around;

(AR)A|| of them gather together, ®5they come to you

(ADAs I live," declares the LORD,

"You will surely “Yput on all of them as jewels and bind them on as a
bride.

Eor Ay our waste and desolate places and your destroyed land--
Surely now you will feel ®too cramped for the inhabitants,
And those who ®®swallowed you will have gone far away.

20nThe Achildren of whom you had become bereaved will yet say in your

ears,
'The place seems too cramped for me;
Make room for me that I may live here.’
2I"Then you will ®®say in your heart,



'Who has begotten these for me,

Since I have felt bereaved of my children

And find myself®®barren, an ®®exile and a wanderer?
And who has reared these?

Behold, I felt 9left alone;

ED)From where did these come?™

22Thus says the Lord GOD,

"Behold, I will lift up My hand to the nations

And set up My ®Bstandard to the peoples;

And they will ®bring your sons in their bosom,

And your daughters they will carry on their shoulders.
23n(BG)Kings will serve as your guardians,

And their princesses your nurses

They will B%bow down to you with their faces to the earth

And ®Dlick the dust of your feet;

And you will ®know Me as the LORD;

Those who hopefully E®wait for Me will “not be feel shame.
24n(BMCan someone take the prey from the mighty man,

Or the captives of a tyrant receive rescue?"

25Surely, thus says the LORD,
"Even the ®¥captives of the mighty man someone will take away,
And the prey of the tyrant will have rescue;
For I will contend with the one who contends with you,
And I will ®@save your sons.
26"1 will feed your ®Poppressors with their @own flesh,
And they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine;
And ®®3]| flesh will know that I, the LORD, have become your
BS)savior
And your ®URedeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."
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God Helps His Servant

Thus says the LORD,
"Where can we find the ®certificate of divorce
By which I have ®sent your mother away?
Or to whom of My creditors did I ©sell you?
Behold, you became sold for your ®iniquities,
And for your ®transgressions I sent your mother away.
>"Why did I find no man when I came?
When I called, why did no one answer?
Has My Yhand become so short that it cannot ransom?
Or have I no power to deliver?
Behold, I ¥dry up the sea with My rebuke,
I Ymake the rivers a wilderness;
Their fish stink for lack of water
And die of thirst.
31 ®clothe the heavens with blackness
And make sackcloth their covering."
“The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of “disciples,
That I may know how to ®sustain the weary one with a word
He awakens Me ®morning by morning,
He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.
>The Lord GOD has ©opened My ear;
And I did ®not disobey
Nor did I turn back.
1 @gave My back to those who strike Me,
And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard;
I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.
’For the Lord GOD ®helps Me,
Therefore, I have &)not become disgraced;
Therefore, I have set My face like Dflint,
And I know that I will not feel ashamed.
8He who Wvindicates Me draws near;
Who will contend with Me?
Let us @stand up to each other;



Who has a case against Me?
Let him draw near to Me.
°Behold, Wthe Lord GOD helps Me;
XWho condemns Me?
Behold, ®they will all wear out like a garment;
The moth will eat them.
®%Who among you fears the LORD,
That obeys the voice of His “servant,
That “walks in darkness and has no light?
Let him ®®trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.
Behold, all you who “%kindle a fire,
Who encircle yourselves with firebrands,
Walk in the light of your fire
And among the brands you have set ablaze
This you will have from My hand:
You will ®®Jje down in torment.
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Israel Exhorted

In®)Listen to me, you who ®pursue righteousness,
Who seek the LORD:
Look to the ©rock from which you had become hewn
And to the quarry from which you people dug you.
2"Look to (®’Abraham your father
And to Sarah who gave birth to you in pain;
When he had reached one I called him,
Then I blessed him and multiplied him."
*Indeed, Pthe LORD will comfort Zion;
He will comfort all her ©waste places
And her ®wilderness He will make like PEden,
And her desert like the Qgarden of the LORD;
®)Joy and gladness will appear in her,
Thanksgiving and sound of a melody.
4"(Upay attention to Me, O My people,



And give ear to Me, O My nation;
For a ®law will go forth from Me,
And I will set My Mjustice for a (Qlight of the peoples.
>"My ®righteousness has come near, My salvation has gone forth,
And My @arms will judge the peoples;
The ®coastlands will wait for Me,
And for My ®arm they will wait expectantly.
en(MLift up your eyes to the sky,
Then look to the earth beneath;
For the Wsky will vanish like smoke,
And the ®earth will wear out like a garment
And its inhabitants will die in like manner;
But My Wsalvation will last forever,
And My righteousness will not wane.
"XLjsten to Me, you who know righteousness,
A people in whose Pheart contains My law;
Do not fear the @reproach of man,
Nor feel dismayed at their revilings.
8"For the “®moth will eat them like a garment,
And the ®®grub will eat them like wool
But My “Srighteousness will last forever,
And My salvation to all generations."
9AD)awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD;
Awake as in the 4Eldays of old, the generations of long ago
Did You not cut Rahab in pieces,
Who pierced the “®dragon?
1Did You not dry up the sea,
The waters of the great deep;
Who made the depths of the sea a pathway
For the “Yredeemed to cross over?
1150 the “ransomed of the LORD will return
And come with joyful shouting to Zion,
And “Keverlasting joy they will have on their heads
They will obtain gladness and joy,
And “Ysorrow and sighing will flee away.
L2 even I “Mcomfort you
Who do you consider yourself that you fear a man who dies
And of the son of man who resembles grass,
13That you have “®forgotten the LORD your Maker,
Who “Astretched out the heavens
And laid the foundations of the earth,

That you ®fear continually all day long because of the fury of the
oppressor,



As he makes ready to destroy?
But where do we find the fury of the ®>oppressor?

4rThe ADexile will soon have liberation, and will not die in the dungeon,
ADnor will his bread lack.

15"For I proclaim Myself the LORD your God, who ®Ystirs up the sea and its
waves roar (the LORD of hosts we call His name).

16'T have ®Wput My words in your mouth and have “¥covered you with the
shadow of My hand, to “Yestablish the heavens, to found the earth, and to
say to Zion, ' I consider you My people."
17(A2)Rouse yourself! Rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem,
You who have ®*drunk from the LORD'S hand the cup of His anger;
The chalice of reeling you have drained to the dregs.
18There is ®®none to guide her among all the sons she has borne,
Nor will anyone take her by the hand among all the sons she has
reared.
1%These two things have befallen you;
Who will mourn for you?
The ®9devastation and destruction, famine and sword;
How shall I comfort you?
20your sons have fainted,
They ©Pjie helpless at the head of every street,
Like an ®®antelope in a net,
Full of the wrath of the LORD,
The ®Prebuke of your God.
2ITherefore, please hear this, you 9afflicted,
Who have become ©drunk, but not with wine:
22Thus says your Lord, the LORD, even your God
Who ®Dcontends for His people,
"Behold, I have taken out of your hand the ®)cup of reeling,
The chalice of My anger;
You will never drink it again.
23'T will ®®put it into the hand of your tormentors,
Who have said to you, "®YLie down that we may walk over you.'
You have even made your back like the ground
And like the street for those who walk over it."
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Cheer for Prostrate Zion

1®Awake, awake,
Clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion;
Clothe yourself in your ®beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the ©holy city;
For the uncircumcised and the ®unclean
Will no longer come into you.
2Shake yourself ©from the dust, Prise up,
O captive Jerusalem;
(©)oose yourself from the chains around your neck,
O captive daughter of Zion.

3For thus says the LORD, " People sold you for nothing and you will have
redemption Pwithout money."

“For thus says the Lord GOD, "My people ®'went down at the first into
Egypt to reside there; then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

>"Now therefore, what do I have here," declares the LORD, "seeing that My
people have become taken away without cause?" Again the LORD declares,
"Those who rule over them howl, and they blaspheme My ®name
continually all day long.

®"Therefore My people shall ®know My name; therefore in that day I will
speak, 'Here I proclaim myself."
’"How lovely on the mountains
we see the feet of him who brings Wgood news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, "Your @God reigns!"
8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their ®voices,
They shout joyfully together;
For they will see with their own eyes
When the LORD restores Zion.
9QBreak forth, shout joyfully together,
You ®waste places of Jerusalem;



For the LORD has comforted His people,
He has ©redeemed Jerusalem.

1%The LORD has bared His holy Parm
In the sight of all the nations,
That Wall the ends of the earth may see
The salvation of our God.

UMDepart, depart, go out from there,
WTouch nothing unclean;
Go out of the midst of her, ®purify yourselves,
You who carry the vessels of the LORD.
12But you will not go out in Phaste,
Nor will you go as fugitives;
For the YLORD will go before you,
And ®the God of Israel will serve as your rear guard.

The Exalted Servant

13Behold, My ®*®servant will prosper,
He will become high and lifted up and greatly “®exalted.
14just as many felt astonished at you, My people,
So His ®Pappearance had become marred more than any man
And His form more than the sons of men.
15Thus He will ®Bsprinkle many nations,
Kings will ®P'shut their mouths on account of Him;
For ®®what they had heard them they will see,
And what they had not heard they will understand.
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The Suffering Servant

{®Who has believed our message?

And to whom has the arm of the LORD become revealed?
2For He grew up before Him like a ®tender shoot,

And like a root out of parched ground;

He has “no stately form or majesty

That we should look upon Him,

Nor appearance that we should feel attracted to Him.



3Men ©®despised and forsook Him,
A man of sorrows and ®acquainted with grief;
And like one from whom men hide their face
They despised Him, and we did not ©esteem Him.
“Surely our [2lgriefs He Himself ®bore,
And our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten of YGod, and afflicted.
>But they “pierced Him through for @Pour transgressions,
They crushed Him for ®our iniquities;
The ®chastening for our salvation fell upon Him,
And by ®™His scourging we received healing.
®All of us like sheep have gone astray,
Each of us has turned to his own way;
But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all
To fall on Him.
'They oppressed him and afflicted Him,
Yet He did not Wopen His mouth;
©Ljke a lamb that people lead to slaughter,
And like a sheep that remains silent before its shearers,
So He did not open His mouth.
8By oppression and judgment they took Him away;
And as for His generation, who considered
That they cut Him off out of the land of the living
®For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke had become
intended?
°His grave he received with wicked men,
Yet He shared the tomb of a @rich man in His death,
R)Because He had ®)done no violence,
Nor could anyone find any deceit in His mouth.
0Byt the LORD felt pleased
To Dcrush Him, Wputting Him to grief;
If He would render Himself as a guilt @offering,
He will see ™WHis offspring,
He will prolong His days,
And the good ®pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.
1As a result of the anguish of His soul,
He will Wsee it and feel satisfied;



By His “knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will ®bear their iniquities.

L2Therefore, I will allot Him a “®)portion with the great,
And He will divide the booty with the strong;
Because He poured out ““Himself to death,

And they “Phumbered Him with the transgressors;
Yet He Himself “E)bore the sin of many,
And interceded for the transgressors.
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The Fertility of Zion

InAShout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child;
Break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not
travailed;
For the sons of the ®'desolate one will prove ©“more numerous
Than the sons of the married woman," says the LORD.
2"@Enlarge the place of your tent;
Stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not;
Lengthen your ©cords
And strengthen your ®pegs.
3"For you will ©spread abroad to the right and to the left
And your descendants will ®possess nations
And will Presettle the desolate cities.
“"Fear not, for you will @not fall into shame;
And do not feel humiliated, for you will not become disgraced;
But you will forget the “shame of your youth,
And the Preproach of your widowhood you will remember no more.
>'For your ®husband you will also identify as your Maker,
Who has the name of the LORD of hosts;
And your WRedeemer we identify as the Holy One of Israel,
Who we call the ‘©God of all the earth.
®"For the LORD has called you,
Like a wife ®forsaken and grieved in spirit,



Even like a wife of one's youth when she has become rejected,"
Says your God.
""For a Qbrief moment I forsook you,
But with great compassion I will ®gather you.
8'In an ®outburst of anger
I hid My face from you for a moment,
But with everlasting ‘Plovingkindness I will ®have compassion on
you,"
Says the LORD your ®Redeemer.
"For this resembles the days of Noah to Me,
When I swore that the waters of Noah
Would Wnot flood the earth again;
So I have sworn that I will ®not have anger with you
Nor will I rebuke you.
10"Eor the ®mountains remove and the hills may shake,
But My lovingkindness will not become removed from you,
And My Ycovenant of peace will not shake,"
Says “the LORD who has compassion on you.
ing BB)5fflicted one, storm-tossed, and ““not comforted,
Behold, I will set your stones in antimony,
And your foundations I will “Play in ®®sapphires.
12"Moreover, I will make your battlements of rubies,
And your gates of crystal,
And your entire wall of precious stones.
13v(ABAIl your sons the LORD will teach them;
And the success of your sons will become “Sgreat.
141 @Brighteousness you will find yourself established;
You will remain far from “Poppression, for you will ®Ynot fear;
And from @ terror, for it will not come near you.
15v1f anyone fiercely assails you it will not come from Me.
(AUWhoever assails you will fall because of you.
16"Behold, I Myself have created the smith who blows the fire of coals
And brings out a weapon for its work;
And I have created the destroyer to ruin.
17n(AMNo weapon that people form against you will prosper;
And ®Mevery tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn
This we reveal as the heritage of the servants of the LORD,
And their ®vindication comes from Me," declares the LORD.
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The Free Offer of Mercy

I"Ho! Every one who Pthirsts, come to the waters;
And you who have ®no money come, buy and eat
Come, buy ©wine and milk
Owithout money and without cost.
2"Why do you spend money for what does not consist as bread,
And your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and Peat what consists of good,
And ©delight yourself in abundance.
3"M1ncline your ear and come to Me
Listen, that you may Plive;
And I will make Pan everlasting covenant with you,
According to the ®faithful mercies shown to David.
“"Behold, I have made “him a witness to the peoples,
A Mleader and commander for the peoples.
>"Behold, you will call a ™®nation you do not know,
And a nation which knows you not will @run to you,
Because of the LORD your God, even the Holy One of Israel;
For He has ®glorified you."
6Qgeek the LORD while you can find Him;
®)call upon Him while He draws near.
’S)Let the wicked forsake his way
And the unrighteous man his Pthoughts;
And let him “Preturn to the LORD,
And He will have ®compassion on him,
And to our God,
For He will ™abundantly pardon.
8"For My thoughts do not compare to your thoughts,
Nor can you compare Yyour ways with My ways," declares the
LORD.



"For (Y)as the heavens appear higher than the earth,

So compare My ways higher than your ways

And My thoughts than your thoughts.
10"Eor as the “Arain and the snow come down from heaven,

And do not return there without watering the earth

And making it bear and sprout,

And furnishing “®)seed to the sower and bread to the eater;
1150 will My “©word seem which goes forth from My mouth;

It will ®®not return to Me empty,

Without “Blaccomplishing what I desire,

And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
12vEor you will go out with 4Pjoy

And become led forth with “©peace;

The ®®mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy

before you,

And all the ®Dtrees of the field will clap their hands.
B3'Tnstead of the “Dthorn bush the ®cypress will come up,

And instead of the ®Ynettle the myrtle will come up,

And it will serve as a ®®memorial to the LORD,

For an everlasting “Msign which “9will not disappear."
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Rewards for Obedience to God

Thus says the LORD,
"(A)preserve justice and do righteousness,
For My ®salvation will soon come
And My righteousness to become revealed.
2"How God blesses the man who does this,
And the son of man who ®takes hold of it;
Who ®keeps from profaning the sabbath,
And keeps his hand from doing any evil."
3Let not the Pforeigner who has joined himself to the LORD say,
"The LORD will surely separate me from His people "
Nor let the ©eunuch say, "Behold, I resemble a dry tree."



*For thus says the LORD,
"To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths,
And choose what pleases Me,
And @Phold fast My covenant,
>To them I will give in My @house and within My ®walls a memorial,
And a name better than that of sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting ®name which ®will not disappear.
rAlso the Mforeigners who join themselves to the LORD,
To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD,
To work as His servants, every one who ©keeps from profaning the
sabbath
And holds fast My covenant;
’Even ®those I will bring to My @holy mountain
And ®make them joyful in My house of prayer
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices I will accept on &My altar;
For My house you will call a house of prayer for all the peoples."
8The Lord GOD, who Ygathers the dispersed of Israel, declares,
"Yet Wothers I will gather to them, to those already gathered."
Al you Wheasts of the field,
All you beasts in the forest,
Come to eat.
0His ®watchmen have become Yblind,
All of them know nothing.
All of them resemble mute dogs unable to bark,
Dreamers lying down, who love to slumber;
1And the dogs show ¥)greed, they have no satisfaction
And they act like shepherds who have “*no understanding;
They have all ®®turned to their own way,
Each one to his unjust gain, to the last one.
12'Come," they say, "let us get ““wine, and let us drink heavily of strong
drink;
And ®®tomorrow will resemble today, only more so."
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Evil Leaders Rebuked

The righteous man perishes, and no man ®takes it to heart;
And devout men perish, while no one understands
For the righteous man has become taken away from ®evil,



’He enters into peace;
They rest in their beds,
Each one who “walked in his upright way.
3"But come here, you sons of a ®sorceress,
E0ffspring of an adulterer and a Pprostitute.
“"Against whom do you jest?
Against whom do you open wide your mouth
And stick out your tongue?
Do you not act like the children of 9rebellion,
Offspring of deceit,
*Who inflame yourselves among the Moaks,
DUnder every luxuriant tree,
Who @slaughter the children in the ravines,
Under the clefts of the crags?
®"Among the ®smooth stones of the ravine
Is your portion, they belong to you;
Even to them you have Ppoured out a drink offering,
You have made a grain offering
Shall I ®relent concerning these things?
"Upon a ®high and lofty mountain
You have @made your bed.
You also went up there to offer sacrifice.
8"Behind the door and the doorpost
You have set up your sign;
Indeed, far removed from Me, you have ®uncovered yourself,
And have gone up and made your bed wide.
And you have made an agreement for yourself with them,
You have loved their bed,
You have looked on their manhood.
"You have journeyed to the king with oil
And increased your perfumes;
You have @sent your envoys a great distance
And made them go down to Sheol.
10"you became tired out by the length of your road,
Yet you did not say, ' I find it hopeless.'
You found renewed strength,
Therefore you did not faint.
nof ®whom did you worry about and show fear



When you lied, and did ‘Pnot remember Me
Nor Wgive Me a thought?
Was I not silent even for a long time
So you do not fear Me?
L2v7 will Wdeclare your righteousness and your ‘Wdeeds,
But they will not profit you.
13"When you cry out, ®let your collection of idols deliver you
But the wind will carry all of them up,
And a breath will take them away
But he who ®takes refuge in Me will @inherit the land
And will ®possess My holy mountain."
“And people will say,
"(AB)Byild up, build up, prepare the way,
Remove every obstacle out of the way of My people."
15For thus says the “©high and exalted One
Who ®Djjves forever, whose name we acknowledge as Holy,
"I “Eldwell on a high and holy place,
And also with the “Pcontrite and lowly of spirit
In order to “®revive the spirit of the lowly
And to revive the heart of the contrite.
18vEor I will @Pnot contend forever,
(ADNor will I always show anger;
For the spirit would grow faint before Me,
And the ®breath of those whom I have made.
17"Because of the iniquity of his ®unjust gain I became angry and
struck him;
I hid My face and had anger,
And he went on ®Yturning away, in the way of his heart.
18'T have seen his ways, but I will ®®heal him;
I will @jead him and ®9restore comfort to him and to his mourners,
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Observances of Fasts

1"®)Cry loudly, do not hold back;
Raise your voice like a trumpet,
And declare to My people their ®transgression
And to the house of Jacob their sins.
2"Yet they (“seek Me day by day and delight to know My ways,
As a nation that has done ®righteousness
And ®has not forsaken the ordinance of their God
They ask Me for just decisions,
They delight ®in the nearness of God.
3'Why have we ©fasted and You do not see?
Why have we humbled ourselves and You do not notice?'
Behold, on the ®day of your fast you find your desire,
And drive hard all your workers.
“"Behold, you fast for contention and Pstrife and to strike with a wicked
fist
You do not fast like you do today to ®make your voice heard on high.
>"Do you fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to humble himself?
Do you bow one's head like a reed
And for spreading out ’sackcloth and ashes as a bed?
Will you call this a fast, even an Pacceptable day to the LORD?
®" Do you not fast the way which I choose,
To Mjoosen the bonds of wickedness,
To undo the bands of the yoke,
And to Mlet the oppressed go free
And @break every yoke?
" Do you not do this to ®divide your bread with the hungry
And @bring the homeless poor into the house;
When you see the ®naked, to cover him;
And not to ®hide yourself from your own flesh?
8 Then your Plight will break out like the dawn,
And your Wrecovery will speedily spring forth;
And your Yrighteousness will go before you;
The glory of the ™LORD will serve as your rear guard.
*"Then you will ®call, and the LORD will answer;
You will cry, and He will say, 'Here I come'
If you Wremove the yoke from your midst,
The @pointing of the finger and “*speaking wickedness,
%And if you 4B)give yourself to the hungry



And satisfy the desire of the afflicted,
Then your “9light will rise in darkness
And your gloom will become like midday.
vAnd the “P)LORD will continually guide you,
And ®Bsatisfy your desire in scorched places,
And “Fgive strength to your bones;
And you will resemble a ““watered garden,
And like a “®spring of water whose waters do not fail.
12'Those from among you will “Drebuild the ancient ruins;
You will “raise up the age-old foundations;
And you will receive the approbation of the repairer of the “®breach,
The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.

Keeping the Sabbath

13"1f because of the sabbath, you “Pturn your foot
From doing your own pleasure on My holy day,
And call the sabbath a “®delight, the holy day of the LORD honorable,
And honor it, desisting from your ®Mown ways,
From seeking your own pleasure
And “9speaking your own word,
1“Then you will take “Pdelight in the LORD,
And I will make you ride “%on the heights of the earth;
And I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father,
For the “®mouth of the LORD has spoken."
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Separation from God

1Behold, ®the LORD'S hand has not grown so short
That it cannot save;
®Nor has His ear become so dull
That it cannot hear.
2But your “iniquities have made a separation between you and your God,
And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does ®not
hear.
3For your ®hands you have defiled with blood
And your fingers with iniquity;



Your lips have spoken Pfalsehood,

Your tongue mutters wickedness.
“CSINo one sues righteously and ®no one pleads honestly

They Otrust in confusion and speak lies;

They @conceive mischief and bring forth iniquity.
>They hatch adders' eggs and “'weave the spider's web;

He who eats of their eggs dies,

And from that which becomes crushed a snake breaks forth.
*Their webs will not become clothing,

Nor will they ®cover themselves with their works;

Their Mworks consist of works of iniquity,

And an ™act of violence they commit with their hands.
"Q@Their feet run to evil,

And they hasten to shed innocent blood;

®)Their thoughts have filled with iniquity,

Devastation and destruction they find in their highways.
8They do not know the @way of peace,

And they have ®no justice in their tracks;

They have made their paths crooked,

S)Whoever treads on them does not know peace.

A Confession of Wickedness

*Therefore Mjustice remains far from us,
And righteousness does not overtake us;
We @hope for light, but behold, darkness,
For brightness, but we walk in gloom.
we Mgrope along the wall like blind men,
We grope like those who have no eyes;
We Wstumble at midday as in the twilight,
Among those who have vigor we resemble dead men.
H1All of us growl like bears,
And ®moan sadly like doves;
We hope for ‘Pjustice, but we find none,
For salvation, but it stays far from us.
12For our ®transgressions have multiplied before You,
And our ®®sins testify against us;
For our transgressions remain with us,
And we know our iniquities:
Transgressing and “®denying the LORD,
And turning away from our God,
Speaking “®oppression and revolt,
Conceiving in and ®Buttering from the heart lying words.
4B jystice turns back,



And “®Srighteousness stands far away;
For truth has stumbled in the street,
And uprightness cannot enter.
5Yes, truth lacks;
And he who turns aside from evil ®“Ymakes himself a prey
Now the LORD saw,
And it displeased Him ®Pthat no justice existed.
18And He saw that there stood “Yno man,
And felt astonished that no one would intercede;
Then His ®)own arm brought salvation to Him,
And His righteousness upheld Him.
7He put on ®Prighteousness like a breastplate,
And a @helmet of salvation on His head;
And He put on ®Ygarments of vengeance for clothing
And wrapped Himself with ®9zeal as a mantle.
18(&P)According to their deeds, so He will repay,
Wrath to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies;
To the coastlands He will make recompense.
1950 they will fear the name of the LORD from the “Qwest
And His glory from the ®®rising of the sun,
For He will ®3come like a rushing stream
Which the wind of the LORD drives.
20np (ADRedeemer will come to Zion,
And to those who ®Yturn from transgression in Jacob," declares the

LORD.

2Inps for Me, this I consider My ®Ycovenant with them," says the LORD:

"My AWgpirit which comes upon you, and My ®words which I have put in
your mouth shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your
offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring's offspring," says the LORD,
"from now and forever."
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A Glorified Zion

In®Arise, shine; for your ®light has come,
And the ©glory of the LORD has risen upon you.



2"Eor behold, ‘®darkness will cover the earth

And deep darkness the peoples;

But the LORD will rise upon you

And His ®glory will appear upon you.
3"(B)Nations will come to your light,

And kings to the brightness of your rising.
4"(G)Lift up your eyes round about and see;

They all gather together, they Ycome to you

Your sons will come from afar,

And your ‘Pdaughters they will carry them in the arms.
>"Then you will see and have radiance,

And your heart will thrill and rejoice;

Because the ®abundance of the sea will turn to you,

The ®wealth of the nations will come to you.
é"A multitude of camels will cover you,

The young camels of Midian and ®Ephah;

All those from ™WSheba will come;

They will bring @gold and frankincense,

And will ®bear good news of the praises of the LORD.
""All the flocks of QKedar will gather together to you,

The rams of Nebaioth will minister to you;

They will go up with acceptance on My ®altar,

And I shall ®glorify My glorious house.
8"MWho do we consider these who fly like a cloud

And like the doves to their lattices?
"Surely the @coastlands will wait for Me;

And the Wships of Tarshish will come first,

To Whring your sons from afar,

Their silver and their gold with them,

For the name of the LORD your God,

And for the Holy One of Israel because He has ®glorified you.
10nMEoreigners will build up your walls,

And their “kings will minister to you;

For in My ®®wrath I struck you,

And in My favor I have had compassion on you.
Hryour @Bgates will open continually;

They will not close day or night,

So that men may ““bring to you the wealth of the nations,



With ®Ptheir kings led in procession.
12vEor the “Bnation and the kingdom which will not serve you will perish,
And the nations will become utterly ruined.
13'The ®4Pglory of Lebanon will come to you,
The ®%juniper, the box tree and the cypress together,
To beautify the place of My sanctuary;
And I shall make the ®®place of My feet glorious.
4 The BDsons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you,
And all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of
your feet;
And they will call you the ®city of the LORD,
The ®%Zjon of the Holy One of Israel.
15"Whereas you have found yourself “Yforsaken and ®®hated
With no one passing through,
I will make you an everlasting “¥pride,
A joy from generation to generation.
18ryou will also AYsuck the milk of nations
And suck the breast of kings;
Then you will know that I, the LORD, serve as your ®®Savior
And your “YRedeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.
17"Instead of bronze I will bring gold,
And instead of iron I will bring silver,
And instead of wood, bronze,
And instead of stones, iron.
And I will make peace your administrators
And righteousness your overseers.
18n(AR)Vjolence we will not hear again in your land,
Nor S)devastation or destruction within your borders;
But you will call your ®Pwalls salvation, and your “Ygates praise.
19"No longer will you have the ®Ysun for light by day,
Nor for brightness will the moon give you light;
But you will have the @YLORD for an everlasting light,
And your “¥God for your glory.
20myour @sun will no longer set,
Nor will your moon wane;
For you will have the LORD for an everlasting light,
And the days of your “®mourning will end.
?1"Then all your ®people will remain righteous;



They will ®possess the land forever,
The branch of My planting,
The 9work of My hands,

That I may receive ®Pglorification.
22'The BB)smallest one will become a clan,
And the least one a mighty nation.

I, the LORD, will hasten it in its time."
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The ®)Spirit of the Lord GOD has fallen upon me,
Because the LORD has anointed me
To ®bring good news to the ©afflicted;
He has sent me to ®bind up the brokenhearted,
To ®©proclaim liberty to captives
And freedom to prisoners;
>To ®proclaim the favorable year of the LORD
And the ¥/day of vengeance of our God;
To Wcomfort all who mourn,
3To Ugrant those who mourn in Zion,
Giving them a garland instead of ashes,
The Doil of gladness instead of mourning,
The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting
So they will have the name of the ®oaks of righteousness,
The planting of the LORD, that He may receive glorification.
“Then they will ®rebuild the ancient ruins,
They will raise up the former devastations;
And they will repair the ruined cities,
The desolations of many generations.
>MStrangers will stand and pasture your flocks,
And foreigners will serve your farmers and your vinedressers.
®But you will serve as the Mpriests of the LORD;
You will have the reputation as Yministers of our God
You will eat the ®wealth of nations,



And in their riches you will boast.

"Instead of your (Yshame you will have a ®double portion,
And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion
Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land,
(S)Everlasting joy will come to them.

8For I, the LORD, Plove justice,

I hate robbery in the burnt offering;
And I will faithfully give them their recompense
And make an Weverlasting covenant with them.

Then their offspring will have reputation among the nations,

And their descendants in the midst of the peoples.

All who see them will recognize them

Because they have become the Yoffspring whom the LORD has
blessed.

197 will ™rejoice greatly in the LORD,

My soul will exult in ®my God;

For He has Wclothed me with garments of salvation,
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness,
As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

And Pas a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

1For as the “Pearth brings forth its sprouts,

And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up,
So the Lord GOD will ®Bcause “Srighteousness and praise
To spring up before all the nations.
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Zion's Glory and New Name

'For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
And for Jerusalem's sake I will not keep quiet,
Until her ®righteousness goes forth like brightness,
And her ®salvation like a torch that burns.
>The ©nations will see your righteousness,
And all kings your glory;
And you will have a new ®name



Which the mouth of the LORD will designate.
3You will also appear as a ®crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
And a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4 People will no longer say to you, "®Forsaken,"
Nor to your land will people any longer say, "Desolate";
But you will have the designation, "I delight in her,"
And your land, "®Married";
For the YLORD delights in you,
And to Him your land will marry.
>For as a young man marries a virgin,
So your sons will marry you;
And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
So your PGod will rejoice over you.
®0n your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed ®watchmen;
All day and all night they will never keep silent
You who ®remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves;
’And give Him no rest until He establishes
And makes MJerusalem a praise in the earth.
8M)The LORD has sworn by His right hand and by His strong arm,
"I will ©never again give your grain as food for your enemies;
Nor will foreigners drink your new wine for which you have labored."
°But those who ®garner it will eat it and praise the LORD;
And those who gather it will drink it in the courts of My sanctuary.
19Go through, @go through the gates,
Clear the way for the people;
®Build up, build up the ®highway,
Remove the stones, lift up a Ustandard over the peoples.
1Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the Yend of the earth,
Wsay to the daughter of Zion, "Lo, your Wsalvation comes;
X)Behold He brings His reward with Him, and His recompense before

Him."

12And they will call them, "®The holy people,
The Yredeemed of the LORD";
And people will call you , "Sought out, a city ®)not forsaken."
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God's Vengeance on the Nations

'Who comes from ®Edom,
With ®garments of glowing colors from (©Bozrah,
This One who has majesty in His apparel,
Marching in the greatness of His strength?
"It is I who speak in righteousness, ®'mighty to save."
Why have you made your apparel red,
And Your garments like the one who ©treads in the wine press?
3"(B)1 have trodden the wine trough alone,
And from the peoples no man accompanied Me
I also “trod them in My anger
And ®trampled them in My wrath;
And Otheir lifeblood sprinkles on My garments,
And I stained all My raiment.
“"For the Pday of vengeance came in My heart,
And My year of redemption has come.
>"T looked, and no one came to help,
And I felt astonished and no one came to uphold;
So My Pown arm brought salvation to Me,
And My wrath upheld Me.
61 Mtrod down the peoples in My anger
And made them ®drunk in My wrath,
And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth."

God's Ancient Mercies Recalled

’I shall make mention of the ‘©lovingkindnesses of the LORD, the praises
of the LORD,
According to all that the LORD has granted us,
And the great ®’goodness toward the house of Israel,
Which He has granted them according to His (Qcompassion
And according to the abundance of His lovingkindnesses.
8For He said, "Surely, I consider them ®My people,
Sons who will not deal falsely "
So He became their ¥Savior.
In all their affliction MHe felt afflicted,
And the Wangel of His presence saved them;
In His Ylove and in His mercy He Wredeemed them,
And He @lifted them and carried them all the days of old.



1%But they “rebelled
And grieved His “Holy Spirit;
Therefore He turned Himself to become their enemy,
He fought against them.
1Then ®“*His people remembered the days of old, of Moses
Where do we find Him who brought them up out of the sea with the
shepherds of His flock?
Where do we find Him who “Sput His Holy Spirit in the midst of them,
12Who caused His 2 glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses,
Who “Edivided the waters before them to make for Himself an
everlasting name,
13Who led them through the depths?
Like the horse in the wilderness, they did not “F'stumble;
1“As the cattle which go down into the valley,
The Spirit of the “®)LORD gave them rest
So You “®led Your people,
To make for Yourself a glorious name.

"We Consider You Our Father"

15(AD| ook down from heaven and see from Your holy and glorious
(ADhabitation;
Where do we find Your ®¥zeal and Your mighty deeds?
The ®Ystirrings of Your heart and Your compassion You have
restrained toward me.
18For we acknowledge You as our ®™Father, though “YAbraham does
not know us
And Israel does not recognize us
You, O LORD, we acknowledge you as our Father,
Our ‘AYRedeemer from of old we call Your name.
7Why, O LORD, do You “Pcause us to stray from Your ways
And “Qharden our heart from fearing You?
(AR)Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage.
18your holy people possessed Your sanctuary for a little while,
Our adversaries have “Strodden it down.
15We have become like those over whom You have never ruled,
Like those who I have not called you by Your name.
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Prayer for Mercy and Help

10h, that You would rend the heavens and “’come down,
That the mountains might ®quake at Your presence--
2As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil--
To make Your name known to Your adversaries,
That the ©nations may tremble at Your presence!
3When You did ‘®awesome things which we did not expect,
You came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence.
“For from days of old ®'they have not heard or perceived by ear,
Nor has the eye seen a God besides You,
Who acts in behalf of the one who ®Pwaits for Him.
*You ‘©“meet him who rejoices in ®doing righteousness,
Who ®remembers You in Your ways
Behold, ®You had anger, for we sinned,
We continued in them a long time;
And shall we have salvation?
®For all of us have become like one who has become ®unclean,
And all our Prighteous deeds appear like a filthy garment;
And all of us ®wither like a leaf,
And our Miniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is @no one who calls on Your name,
Who arouses himself to take hold of You;
For You have ®hidden Your face from us
And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.
8But now, O LORD, We call You our Father,
We are the ®clay, and You our potter;
And all of us you consider the ©work of Your hand.
°Do not have Panger beyond measure, O LORD,
WNor remember iniquity forever;
Behold, look now, all of us consider ourselves YYour people.
Your Wholy cities have become a ®wilderness,
Zion has become a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.
10ur holy and beautiful Phouse,



Where our fathers praised You,

Has burned in the fire;

And @all our precious things have become a ruin.
L2Will You ®restrain Yourself at these things, O LORD?

Will You keep silent and afflict us beyond measure?

Isaiah 65
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A Rebellious People

I"T permitted those to seek Me who did not ask for Me;
I permitted those who did not seek Me to find Me.
I said, 'Here I come I, here I come,’
To a nation which ®did not call on My name.
2"©71 have spread out My hands all day long to a ‘®rebellious people,
Who walk in the way which does not seem good, following their own
BEthoughts,
3A people who continually ®provoke Me to My face,
Offering sacrifices in ('gardens and burning incense on bricks;
*Who sit among graves and spend the night in secret places;
Who Peat swine's flesh,
And the broth of unclean meat stews in their pots.
>"Who say, 'PKeep to yourself, do not come near me,
For I consider myself holier than you!"
These have become like smoke in My nostrils,
A fire that burns all the day.
®"Behold, people have written before Me,
I will ®not keep silent, but (V1 will repay;
I will even repay into their bosom,
’Both their own ®iniquities and the iniquities of their fathers together,"
says the LORD



"Because they have Mburned incense on the mountains
And ©@scorned Me on the hills,
Therefore I will ®measure their former work into their bosom."
8Thus says the LORD,
"As the new wine we find found in the cluster,
And one says, 'Do not destroy it, for we have benefit in it,’
So I will act on behalf of My servants
In order @not to destroy all of them.
T will bring forth ®offspring from Jacob,
And an ®heir of My mountains from Judah;
Even DMy chosen ones shall inherit it,
And WMy servants will dwell there.
10rY)Sharon will serve as a pasture land for flocks,
And the Wvalley of Achor a resting place for herds,
For My people who ®seek Me.
"Byt you who Wforsake the LORD,
Who forget My ®holy mountain,
Who set a table for Fortune,
And who fill cups with mixed wine for Destiny,
121 will destine you for the ®®sword,
And all of you will bow down to the “®slaughter
Because I called, but you 49did not answer;
I spoke, but you did not hear.
And you did evil in My sight
And chose that in which I did not delight."

3Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD,
"Behold, My servants will ®®eat, but you will hunger
Behold, My servants will ®®drink, but you will thirst
Behold, My servants will ®rejoice, but you will fall into shame.
14"Behold, My servants will ®Yshout joyfully with a glad heart,
But you will ®cry out with a heavy heart,
And you will wail with a broken spirit.
15vyou will leave your name for a ®Pcurse to My chosen ones,
And the Lord GOD will slay you
But My servants will people will call by “™another name.
16"Because he who has become blessed in the earth
Will receive blessings by the “®YGod of truth;
And he who swears in the earth
Will @swear by the God of truth;
Because the former troubles they have forgotten,
And because they have become hidden from My sight!



New Heavens and a New Earth

17vEor behold, I create “®new heavens and a new earth;
And the “Qformer things they will not remember or come to mind.
18'But be Rglad and rejoice forever in what I create;
For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing
And her people for gladness.
197 will also ®rejoice in Jerusalem and have gladness in My people;
And people will no longer hear in her
The voice of ADweeping and the sound of crying.
20"No longer will people find in it an infant who lives but a few days,
Or an old man who does ®Ynot live out his days;
For the youth will die at the age of one hundred
And the “Yone who does not reach the age of one hundred
People will think them accursed.
2I"They will ®build houses and inhabit them;
They will also ®®plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22'They will not build and ®Yanother inhabit,
They will not plant and another eat;
For A2)as the lifetime of a tree, so will seem the days of My people,
And My chosen ones will B®wear out the work of their hands.
23'They will ®®not labor in vain,
Or bear children for calamity;
For they have become the ©%offspring of those blessed by the LORD,
And their descendants with them.

24"t will also come to pass that before they call, I will ®®?answer; and while
they still speak, I will hear.

25'The EBwolf and the lamb will graze together, and the ©Plion will eat
straw like the ox; and ®dust will serve as the serpent's food They will
EHdo no evil or harm in all My ®holy mountain," says the LORD.

Isaiah 66
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God's Throne Locates in Heaven

Thus says the LORD,
"®Heaven serves as My throne and the earth serves as My footstool
Where then would you build a ®house for Me?
And where could you find a place that I may rest?



2"For ©My hand made all these things,
Thus all these things came into being," declares the LORD
"But to this one I will look,
To him who humbles himself and show contrition of spirit, and who
Etrembles at My word.

Hypocrisy Rebuked

3"But he who kills an ox resembles one who slays a man;
He who sacrifices a lamb resembles the one who breaks a dog's neck;
He who offers a grain offering resembles one who offers Pswine's
blood;
He who burns incense resembles one who blesses an idol
As they have chosen their ®own ways,
And their soul delights in their ‘Yabominations,
4So I will Pchoose their punishments
And will ®bring on them what they dread
Because I called, but ®no one answered;
I spoke, but they did not listen
And they did ®evil in My sight
And chose that in which I did not delight."
*Hear the word of the LORD, you who ®tremble at His word:
"Your brothers who ©hate you, who ®exclude you for My name's
sake,
Have said, 'Let the LORD receive glorification, that we may see your
joy '
But Qthey will fall into shame.
A voice of uproar from the city, a voice from the temple,
The voice of the LORD who ®renders recompense to His enemies.
""Before she travailed, ®)she brought forth;
Before her pain came, (Mshe gave birth to a boy.
8"WWho has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things?
Can a land receive its nativity in one day?
Can a nation come into existence all at once?
As soon as Zion travailed, she also brought forth her sons.
"Shall I bring to the point of birth and ®not give delivery?" says the
LORD.
"Or shall I who gives delivery shut the womb?" says your God.

Joy in Jerusalem's Future

10n Have Mjoy with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who ®love
her;
Have exceeding gladness with her, all you who mourn over her,



1That you may nurse and feel satisfied with her comforting breasts,
That you may suck and feel delight with her ®bountiful bosom."
12For thus says the LORD, "Behold, I extend “B)peace to her like a river,
And the Sglory of the nations like an overflowing stream;
And you will have nurses, they will carry them on the hip and fondle
them on the knees.
13"As one whom his mother comforts, so I will “®comfort you;
And you will receive comfort in Jerusalem."
“Then you will ®Psee this, and your ®®heart will have gladness,
And your “®bones will flourish like the new grass;
And the ®Phand of the LORD His servants will know,
But He will show indignity toward His enemies.
15For behold, the LORD will come in “4Kfire
And His ®Ychariots like the whirlwind,
To render His anger with fury,
And His rebuke with flames of fire.
18For the LORD will execute judgment by “®fjre
And by His ®Msword on all flesh,
And the LORD will slay many.
17"Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the “Ygardens,
Following one in the center,
Who eat “Pswine's flesh, detestable things and mice,
Will ®Ycome to an end altogether," declares the LORD.

18"Eor I know their works and their ®®thoughts; the time comes to
(AS)gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory.

191 will set a ®Psign among them and will send survivors from them to the
nations: @YTarshish, Put, ®YLud, Meshech, @YTubal and Javan, to the
distant ®coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory
And they will “Ydeclare My glory among the nations.

20"Then they shall “%bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain
offering to the LORD, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules and on
camels, to My ®holy mountain Jerusalem," says the LORD, "just as the
sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a ®®clean vessel to the house of
the LORD.

211 will also take some of them for E9priests and for Levites," says the
LORD.
22"Eor just as the ®new heavens and the new earth
Which I make will endure before Me," declares the LORD,
"So your ®Foffspring and your ®name will endure.
23"And we shall mark it from ©®new moon to new moon



And from sabbath to sabbath,

All mankind will come to ®Ybow down before Me," says the LORD.
24"Then they will go forth and look

On the ®corpses of the men

Who have ®Vtransgressed against Me

For their ®worm will not die

BLUANd no one will quench their fire ;

And they will become an ®Wabhorrence to all mankind."

Jeremiah 1-52

Rendered into E-Prime by Dr. David F. Maas
Jeremiah's Call and Commission

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who lived in
®Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,

2to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of (“Josiah the son of
©Amon, king of Judah, in the ®thirteenth year of his reign.

3It came also in the days of (Plehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
until the end of the eleventh year of (£Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, until the exile of Jerusalem in the fifth month.

“Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
>"Before I ®formed you in the womb I knew you,
And @before you had become born I consecrated you;
I have Yappointed you a prophet to the nations."
*Then M1 said, "Alas, Lord GOD!
Behold, I do not know how to speak,
Because M1 acknowledge myself as a youth."



’But the LORD said to me,
"Do not say, 'I consider myself only a youth,'
(MBecause everywhere I send you, you shall go,
And Mall that I command you, you shall speak.
8Q)po not have fear for them,
For ®I accompany you to deliver you," declares the LORD.

°Then the LORD stretched out His hand and @touched my mouth, and the
LORD said to me,

"Behold, I have ®put My words in your mouth.

10ngee, 91 have appointed you this day over the nations and over the

kingdoms,

(DTo pluck up and to break down,

To destroy and to overthrow,

WTo build and to plant."

The Almond Rod and Boiling Pot

1The word of the LORD came to me saying, "What do you see,
Mjeremiah?" And I said, "I see a rod of an almond tree."

12Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for WI watch over My
word to perform it."

13The word of the LORD came to me a second time saying, "®What do you
see?" And I said, "I see a boiling Wpot, facing away from the north."

“Then the LORD said to me, "‘@Out of the north the evil will break forth on
all the inhabitants of the land.

15"For, behold, I call ®all the families of the kingdoms of the north,"
declares the LORD; "and they will come and they will “®)set each one his
throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls
round about and against all the “Scities of Judah.

16"T will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their wickedness,
whereby they have “Pforsaken Me and have ®Foffered sacrifices to other
gods, and worshiped the “Pworks of their own hands.

17"Now, “Sgird up your loins and arise, and speak to them all which I
command you Do not feel dismay before them, or I will dismay you
before them.



18"Now behold, I have made you today as a fortified city and as a pillar of
iron and as walls of bronze against the whole land, to the kings of Judah, to
its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land.

9"They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for 41
accompany you to deliver you," declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 2
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Judah's Apostasy

!Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Go and ®proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the LORD,

"I remember concerning you the ®devotion of your youth,
The love of your betrothals,
©Your following after Me in the wilderness,
Through a land not sown.

3" The LORD considered Israel holy ,
The ©first of His harvest
®All who ate of it became guilty;
Evil came upon them," declares the LORD.""

“Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the
house of Israel.

>Thus says the LORD,
"(©What injustice did your fathers find in Me,
That they went far from Me
And walked after Yemptiness and became empty?
®"They did not say, 'Where do we find the LORD
Who Pbrought us up out of the land of Egypt,
Who @led us through the wilderness,
Through a land of deserts and of pits,
Through a land of drought and of deep darkness,
Through a land that no one crossed
And where no man dwelt?'
/"I brought you into the ®fruitful land
To eat its fruit and its good things
But you came and “defiled My land,
And My inheritance you made an abomination.
8"The Mpriests did not say, 'Where do we find the LORD?'



And those who handle the law ™Wdid not know Me;
The rulers also transgressed against Me,
And the ©@prophets prophesied by Baal
And walked after ®things that did not profit.
"Therefore I will yet Ycontend with you," declares the LORD,
"And with your sons' sons I will contend.
10nEor ®Reross to the coastlands of Kittim and see,
And send to ©)Kedar and observe closely
And see if they have seen such a thing as this!
l1"Has a nation changed gods
When Dthey did not even prove gods?
But My people have (Pchanged their glory
For that which does not profit.
12vFeel amazement, YO heavens, at this,
And shudder, become very desolate," declares the LORD.
13"For My people have committed two evils:
They have forsaken Me,
The Wfountain of living waters,
To hew for themselves ®cisterns,
Broken cisterns
That can hold no water.
14" Do we regard Israel as Wa slave? Or has he become a homeborn
servant?
Why has he become a prey?
15The young “@lions have roared at him,
They have roared loudly
And they have ®made his land a waste;
His cities have fallen into destruction, without inhabitant.
16nAlso the men of “®)Memphis and Tahpanhes
Have shaved the ®“crown of your head.
17"Have you not “Pdone this to yourself
By your forsaking the LORD your God
When He ®®led you in the way?
18"But now what have you done “Pon the road to Egypt,
To drink the waters of the A®Nile?
Or what have you done on the road to Assyria,
To drink the waters of the Euphrates?
1@y our own wickedness will correct you,
And your “Dapostasies will reprove you;
Know therefore and see that it has become evil and “Ybitter
For you to forsake the LORD your God,
And you do not have the dread of Me in you," declares the Lord GOD
of hosts.
20"Eor long ago Y1 broke your yoke



And tore off your bonds;
But you said, 'I will not serve!'
For on every ®®high hill
And under every green tree
You have lain down as a harlot.
2Inyet T AWplanted you a choice vine,
A completely faithful seed
How then have you turned yourself before Me
Into the “9degenerate shoots of a foreign vine?
22vAlthough you “Pwash yourself with lye
And use much soap,
The ®Qstain of your iniquity has come before Me," declares the Lord
GOD.
23n(AR)How can you say, 'I have not defiled myself,
I have not gone after the ®>)Baals'?
Look at your way in the ADvalley!
Know what you have done!
You resemble a swift young camel “Yentangling her ways,
24p Awild donkey accustomed to the wilderness,
That sniffs the wind in her passion.
In the time of her heat who can turn her away?
All who seek her will not become weary;
In her month they will find her.
2>"Keep your feet from becoming unshod
And your throat from thirst;
But you said, "Y1 find it hopeless!
No! For I have ®®loved strangers,
And after them I will walk.'
26vAs the Athief receives shame when they discover him,
So the house of Israel receives shame;
They, their kings, their princes
And their priests and their prophets,
2’Who say to a tree, ' I consider you my father,'
And to a stone, 'You gave me birth.'
For they have turned their ®?back to Me,
And not their face;
But in the ®®time of their trouble they will say,
'Arise and save us.'
28"But where do you find your ©®gods
Which you made for yourself?
Let them arise, if they can ®%save you
In the time of your trouble;
For ®®according to the number of your cities
They have become your gods, O Judah.



29"\Why do you contend with Me?
You have ®Pall transgressed against Me," declares the LORD.
30n(BE)1R vain I have struck your sons;
They accepted no chastening
Your Ssword has devoured your prophets
Like a destroying lion.
31" generation, heed the word of the LORD.
Have I appeared a wilderness to Israel,
Or a ®®land of thick darkness?
Why do My people say, "BPWe feel free to roam;
We will no longer come to You'?
32"Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
Or a bride her attire?
Yet My people have ®)forgotten Me
Days without number.
3"How well you prepare your way
To seek love!
Therefore even the wicked women
You have taught your ways.
34"Also on your skirts we find
The ®Ylifeblood of the innocent poor;
You did not find them ®©Ybreaking in.
But in spite of all these things,
35Yet you said, 'I consider myself innocent;
Surely His anger turns away from me.'
Behold, I will ®®enter into judgment with you
Because you ®¥say, 'I have not sinned.'
3¢"Why do you 89go around so much
Changing your way?
Also, Egypt will put you to shame
As Assyria put you to shame.
37"Erom this place also you will go out
With ©Ryour hands on your head;
For the LORD has rejected ®those in whom you trust,
And you will not prosper with them."
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The Polluted Land

lGod says, "®If a husband divorces his wife

And she goes from him

And belongs to another man,

Will he still return to her?

Will not that land become completely polluted?

But you have acted like a harlot with many lovers;

Yet you ©turn to Me," declares the LORD.
2"Lift up your eyes to the (®bare heights and see;

Where have you not received violation?

By the roads you have ®sat for them

Like an Arab in the desert,

And you have ®polluted a land

With your harlotry and with your wickedness.
3"Therefore I have withheld the ©showers

And there has come no spring rain

Yet you had a ®harlot's forehead;

You refused to have shame.
“"Have you not just now called to Me,

'OMy Father, I consider you the Pfriend of my ®youth?
>LWill He have anger forever?

Will He have indignity to the end?'

Behold, you have spoken

And have done evil things,

And you have had your way."

Faithless Israel

®Then the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king, "Have you seen
what faithless Israel did? She ®went up on every high hill and under every
green tree, and she acted as a harlot there.

"1 thought, 'After she has done all these things she will return to Me'; but
she did not return, and her @treacherous sister Judah saw it.

8"And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away
and ®given her a writ of divorce, yet her Qtreacherous sister Judah did not
fear; but she went and acted as a harlot also.



“"Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she ®polluted the land and
committed adultery with &)stones and trees.

10nyet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me
with all her heart, but rather in Udeception," declares the LORD.

God Invites Repentance

1And the LORD said to me, "WFaithless Israel has proved herself more
righteous than treacherous Judah.

12'Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say,
'‘MReturn, faithless Israel,' declares the LORD;
' will not look upon you in anger
For I show graciousness,' declares the LORD;
'T will not remain angry forever.
13'0nly ®acknowledge your iniquity,
That you have transgressed against the LORD your God
And have @scattered your favors to the strangers ®under every
green tree,
And you have not obeyed My voice,' declares the LORD.
“Return, O faithless sons,' declares the LORD;
'For I serve as a ®®master to you,
And I will take you one from a city and two from a family,
And A1 will bring you to Zion.'

15Then I will give you ®Pshepherds after My own heart, who will “Efeed
you on knowledge and understanding.

1611t shall come to pass in those days when you multiply and increased in
the land," declares the LORD, "they will “®no longer say, 'The ark of the
covenant of the LORD."' And it will not come to mind, nor will they remember
it, nor will they miss it, nor will they ever make it again.

17nAt that time they will call Jerusalem 'The S Throne of the LORD,' and
(AH)all the nations will gather to it, to Jerusalem, for the ®Yname of the
LORD; nor will they ®walk anymore after the stubbornness of their evil
heart.

180291 those days the house of Judah will walk with the house of Israel,
and they will come together ®Yfrom the land of the north to the “™jand that
I gave your fathers as an inheritance.



19"Then I said,
'How I would set you among My sons
And give you a pleasant land,
The most ®Ypeautiful inheritance of the nations!'
And I said, 'You shall call Me, ®®My Father,
And not turn away from following Me.'
20nsyrely, as a woman treacherously departs from her lover,
So you have “Pdealt treacherously with Me,
O house of Israel," declares the LORD.
2l We hear a voice on the ®@bare heights,
The weeping and the supplications of the sons of Israel;
Because they have perverted their way,
They have ®®forgotten the LORD their God.
22"Return, O faithless sons,
(A3)] will heal your faithlessness."
"Behold, we come to You;
For we acknowledge You as the LORD our God.
23vsurely, “Dthe hills have proved a deception,
A tumult on the mountains
Surely in the ®YLORD our God
We find the salvation of Israel.

24ngut AYthe shameful thing has consumed the labor of our fathers since
our youth, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.

25" et us lie down in our @Yshame, and let our humiliation cover us; for we
have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, ®®from our
youth even to this day. And we have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our
God."

Jeremiah 4
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Judah Threatened with Invasion

In1f you will @return, O Israel," declares the LORD,
"Then you should return to Me
And ®if you will put away your detested things from My presence,
And will not waver,
2And you will ©swear, 'As the LORD lives,'
O1n truth, in justice and in righteousness;



Then the ®nations will bless themselves in Him,
And ®in Him they will glory."

3For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem,

"(©Break up your fallow ground,
And ®do not sow among thorns.

4" Circumcise yourselves to the LORD
And remove the foreskins of your heart,
Men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem,
Or else My Dwrath will go forth like fire
And burn with ®none to quench it,
Because of the evil of your deeds."

°Declare in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say,
"LBlow the trumpet in the land;
Cry aloud and say,
'™Assemble yourselves, and let us go
Into the fortified cities.'

rLift up a ™standard toward Zion!
Seek refuge, do not stand still,
For I bring@evil from the north,
And great destruction.

’*"A ®lion has gone up from his thicket,
And a @destroyer of nations has set out;
He has gone out from his place
To ®make your land a waste.
Your cities will fall into ruin
Without inhabitant.

8"For this, &)put on sackcloth,
Lament and wail;
For the Pfierce anger of the LORD
Has not turned back from us."

"It shall come about in that day," declares the LORD, "that the @heart of
the king and the heart of the princes will fail; and the priests will seem
appalled and the @prophets will feel astounded."

1%Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Surely You have utterly Wdeceived this
people and Jerusalem, saying, '®You will have peace'; whereas a sword
touches the throat."

11n that time someone will say to this people and to Jerusalem, "A
Mscorching wind from the bare heights in the wilderness in the direction of
the daughter of My people--not to winnow and not to cleanse,



123 wind too strong for this--will come at My command; now I will also
pronounce judgments against them.
13vBehold, he ¥ goes up like clouds,
And his ®)chariots like the whirlwind;
His horses seem “®swifter than eagles
Woe to us, for @9we have fallen into ruin!"
“Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem,
That you may receive salvation.
How long will your “Pwicked thoughts
Lodge within you?
15For a voice declares from “EDan,
And proclaims wickedness from Mount Ephraim.
16rReport it to the nations, now!
Proclaim over Jerusalem,
'Besiegers come from a ®®far country,
And “9ift their voices against the cities of Judah.
17'ike watchmen of a field they encompass her round about,
Because she has “rebelled against Me,' declares the LORD.
18ryour @ways and your deeds
Have brought these things to you
This represents your evil How ®bitter!
How it has touched your heart!"

Lament over Judah's Devastation

19(AYMy soul, my soul! I feel anguished! Oh, my heart!
My ®heart pounds in me;
I cannot keep silent,
Because you have heard, O my soul,
The ®Ysound of the trumpet,
The alarm of war.

20(40)pjsaster on disaster has become proclaimed,
For the ®®whole land has become devastated;
Suddenly my “Qtents have become devastated,
My curtains in an instant.

*How long must I see the standard
And hear the sound of the trumpet?

22n(A8R)For My people prove themselves foolish,
They know Me not;
They behave like stupid children
And have no understanding
They show themselves shrewd to ®=)do evil,



But to do good they do not know."
231 looked on the earth, and behold, it looked AT formless and void;
And to the heavens, and they had no light.
24T looked on the mountains, and behold, they “Yquaked,
And all the hills moved to and fro.
251 looked, and behold, no man existed,
And all the ®Ybirds of the heavens had fled.
281 |ooked, and behold, the @Wfryitful land had become a wilderness,
And all its cities had crumbled
Before the LORD, before His fierce anger.
2’For thus says the LORD,
"The ®®whole land shall become desolate,
Yet I will ®not execute a complete destruction.
28"Eor this the “2earth shall mourn
And the ®heavens above become dark,
Because I have ®spoken, I have purposed,
And I will not change My mind, nor will T turn from it."
29At the sound of the horseman and bowman ®%every city flees;
They ©Pgo into the thickets and climb among the rocks;
BE)Every city has become forsaken,
And no man dwells in them.
30And you, O desolate one, ®®what will you do?
Although you dress in scarlet,
Although you decorate yourself with ornaments of gold,
Although you ®enlarge your eyes with paint,
In vain you make yourself beautiful
Your ®®overs despise you;
They seek your life.
31For I heard a cry as of a woman in labor,
The anguish as of one giving birth to her first child,
The cry of the daughter of Zion Ygasping for breath,
BDStretching out her hands, saying,
"Ah, woe to me, for I faint before murderers."
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Jerusalem's Godlessness

InARoam to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem,
And look now and take note
And seek in her open squares,
If you can ®find a man,
©1f we can find one who does justice, who seeks truth,
Then I will pardon her.
2"And Palthough they say, 'As the LORD lives,'
Surely they swear falsely."
30 LORD, do not ®Your eyes look for truth?
You have ®smitten them,
But they did not weaken;
You have consumed them,
But they ©refused to take correction
They have ®made their faces harder than rock;
They have refused to repent.
“Then I said, "They represent only the poor,
They act foolishly;
For they do not know the way of the LORD
Or the ordinance of their God.
>"T will go to the great
And will speak to them,
For Qthey know the way of the LORD
And the ordinance of their God "
But they too, with one accord, have ®broken the yoke
And burst the bonds.
*Therefore Ma lion from the forest will slay them,
A ®wolf of the deserts will destroy them,
A Mleopard watches their cities
Everyone who goes out of them will become torn in pieces,
Because their ©transgressions have become many,
Their apostasies have become numerous.
"Why should I pardon you?
Your sons have forsaken Me
And ®sworn by those who cannot act as gods
When I had fed them to the full,
They ®committed adultery



And trooped to the harlot's house.
8'They resembled well-fed lusty horses,
Each one neighing after his &)neighbor's wife.
"Shall I not punish these people," declares the LORD,
"And on a nation such as this
(Dshall I not avenge Myself?
10"Go up through her vine rows and destroy,
But do not execute a complete destruction;
Strip away her branches,
For they do not belong to the LORD.
1Eor the @house of Israel and the house of Judah
Have dealt very treacherously with Me," declares the LORD.
12They have Mlied about the LORD
And said, "F'WNot He;
Misfortune will ®not come on us,
And we ®will not see sword or famine.
13"The @prophets seem like wind,
And the word does not reside in them.
Thus it will happen to them!"

Judgment Proclaimed

“Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts,
"Because you have spoken this word,
Behold, I ®make My words in your mouth fire
And this people wood, and it will consume them.
15Behold, I ®®bring a nation against you from afar, O house of Israel,"
declares the LORD
"It looks like an enduring nation,
It looks like an ancient nation,
A nation whose “%language you do not know,
Nor can you understand what they say.
16rTheir ADquiver resembles an “Fopen grave,
All of them we consider mighty men.
17"They will ®®devour your harvest and your food;
They will devour your sons and your daughters;
They will devour your flocks and your herds;
They will devour your ®vines and your fig trees;
They will demolish with the sword your “®fortified cities in which you
trust.

18"yet even in those days," declares the LORD, "I will not make you a
complete destruction.



191t shall come about ®Pwhen they say, 'Why has the LORD our God done
all these things to us?' then you shall say to them, 'As you have forsaken Me
and served foreign gods in your land, so you will ®serve strangers in a land
that does not belong to you.'
20"Declare this in the house of Jacob
And proclaim it in Judah, saying,
2I'Now hear this, O foolish and senseless people,
Who have ®®eyes but do not see;
Who have ears but do not hear.
22'Do you not Dfear Me?' declares the LORD
'Do you not tremble in My presence?
For I have ®®placed the sand as a boundary for the sea,
An eternal decree, so it cannot cross over it.
Though the waves toss, yet they cannot prevail;
Though they roar, yet they cannot cross over it.
23'But this people has a ®¥stubborn and rebellious heart;
They have turned aside and departed.
>They do not say in their heart,
"Let us now fear the LORD our God,
Who ®9gives rain in its season,
Both Pthe autumn rain and the spring rain,
Who keeps for us
The ®Qappointed weeks of the harvest."
25'Your Rinjquities have turned these away,
And your sins have withheld good from you.
*6'For wicked men dwell among My people,
They ®>watch like fowlers lying in wait;
They set a trap,
They catch men.
27'Like a cage full of birds,
So their houses fill with ADdeceit;
Therefore they have become great and rich.
28'They look “AYfat, they look sleek,
They also Plexcel in deeds of wickedness;
They do not plead the cause,
The cause of the ®orphan, that they may prosper;
And they do not defend the rights of the poor.
29(AW)ghall I not punish these people?' declares the LORD,
'On a nation such as this
Shall I not avenge Myself?'
30"An appalling and “®horrible thing
Has happened in the land:
31The @Yprophets prophesy falsely,
And the priests rule on their own authority;



And My people “%|ove it so!
But what will you do at the end of it?

Jeremiah 6
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Destruction of Jerusalem Impending

I"Flee for safety, O sons of “Benjamin,

From the midst of Jerusalem!

Now blow a trumpet in Tekoa

And raise a signal over @®Beth-haccerem;

For evil looks down from the ©north,

And a great destruction.
>"The comely and ®Pdainty one, ®'the daughter of Zion, I will cut off.
3"(B)Shepherds and their flocks will come to her,

They will ©pitch their tents around her,

They will pasture each in his place.
4"®prepare war against her;

Arise, and let us attack at ®noon.

Woe to us, for the day declines,

For the shadows of the evening lengthen!
>"Arise, and let us attack by night

And Qdestroy her palaces!"

®For thus says the LORD of hosts,
"®Cut down her trees
And cast up a Usiege against Jerusalem
This city will receive punishment,
In whose midst one sees only ®oppression.
mMAs a well keeps its waters fresh,
So she keeps fresh her wickedness
(©people hear violence and destruction in her;
(®) I see sickness and wounds ever before Me.
81(Q Consider yourself warned, O Jerusalem,
Or ®1 shall feel alienated from you,
And make you a desolation,
A land not inhabited."
°Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"They will ©thoroughly glean as the vine the Premnant of Israel;



Pass your hand again like a grape gatherer
Over the branches."
1%To whom shall I speak and give warning
That they may hear?
Behold, their Years have closed
And they cannot listen
Behold, ®the word of the LORD has become a reproach to them;
They have no delight in it.
1Byt I have become™full of the wrath of the LORD;
I feel ®weary with holding it in
"®pour it out on the children in the street
And on the gathering of young men together;
For they shall take both husband and wife,
The aged and the very old.
12vTheir @houses shall become turned over to others,
Their fields and their wives together;
For I will ®stretch out My hand
Against the inhabitants of the land," declares the LORD.
13vEor ABfrom the least of them even to the greatest of them,
Everyone has become ®“greedy for gain,
And from the prophet even to the priest
Everyone deals falsely.
' They have ®Phealed the brokenness of My people superficially,
Saying, 'Peace, peace,’
But no peace occurs.
15>"Did they have shame because of the abomination they have done?
They didn’t even seem ashamed at all;
They did not even know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
At the time that I punish them,
They shall become cast down," says the LORD.
1%Thus says the LORD,
"Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ®®ancient paths,
Where you see the good way, and walk in it;
And “Syou will find rest for your souls.
But they said, 'We will not walk in it.'
17"And I set ®watchmen over you, saying,
'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!'
But they said, 'We will not listen.'
18"Therefore hear, O nations,
And know, O congregation, what appears among them.
19n(ADHear, O earth: behold, I bring disaster on this people,
The ®Dfruit of their plans,
Because they have not listened to My words,



And as for My law, they have “Krejected it also.
20n(ADEor what purpose does ®™frankincense come to Me from Sheba
And the ®Msweet cane from a distant land?
(A9your burnt offerings I do not accept
And your sacrifices I do not find pleasing to Me."

21Therefore, thus says the LORD,
"Behold, ®PI |ay stumbling blocks before this people
And they will stumble against them,
(AQFathers and sons together;
Neighbor and friend will perish."

The Enemy from the North

22Thus says the LORD,
"Behold, “®a people comes from the north land,
And a great nation will become aroused from the ®>remote parts of
the earth.
23'"They seize “Pbow and spear;
They seem ®Ycruel and have no mercy;
Their voice ®roars like the sea,
And they ride on horses,
Arrayed as a man for the battle
Against you, O daughter of Zion!"
2“We have ®heard the report of it;
Our hands have gone limp
(AX)Anguish has seized us,
Pain as of a woman in childbirth.
25(AY)Do not go out into the field
And “2do not walk on the road,
For the enemy has a sword,
BA)Terror appears on every side.
260 daughter of my people, ®®put on sackcloth
And ©%roll in ashes;
ED)Mourn as for an only son,
A lamentation most bitter.
For suddenly the destroyer
Will come upon us.
2/"T have ®made you an assayer and a tester among My people,
That you may know and assay their way."



28711 of them I consider stubbornly rebellious,
(BBGoing about as a talebearer
They resemble ©%bronze and iron;
They, all of them, have corrupted themselves.
2°The bellows blow fiercely,
Fire consumes the lead ;
In vain the refining goes on,
But the ®®wicked do not separate.
30BDThey call them rejected silver,
Because the ®PLORD has rejected them.

Jeremiah 7
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Message at the Temple Gate

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2n(A)stand in the gate of the LORD'S house and proclaim there this word and
say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah, who enter by these gates
to worship the LORD!""

3Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "®Amend your ways and
your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place.

4"(©Do not trust in deceptive words, saying, ' We secure ourselves in the
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.'

>"For ®if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly ®practice
justice between a man and his neighbor,

%if you do not oppress the alien, the Porphan, or the widow, and do not
shed ©innocent blood in this place, nor ®walk after other gods to your own
ruin,

“then I will let you Pdwell in this place, in the @Pland that I gave to your
fathers forever and ever.

8"Behold, you trust in ®'deceptive words to no avail.



"Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery and swear falsely, and offer
sacrifices to Baal and walk after ™other gods that you have not known,

%hen Mcome and stand before Me in ©this house, which you call by My
name, and say, 'God has delivered us!'--that you may do all these
abominations?

rHas ®this house, which you call by My name, become a (Yden of robbers
in your sight? Behold, ®®1, even I, have seen it," declares the LORD.

12'But go now to My place which was in ©)Shiloh, where I ®made My name
dwell at the first, and Ysee what I did to it because of the wickedness of My
people Israel.

13"And now, because you have done all these things," declares the LORD,
"and I spoke to you, rising up early and Wspeaking, but you did not hear,
and I ®called you but you did not answer,

Ytherefore, I will do to the Phouse which you call by My name, ®in which
you trust, and to the place which I gave you and your fathers, as I #*did to
Shiloh.

1577 will “Blcast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your brothers, all
the offspring of “SEphraim.

16vAs for you, “Pdo not pray for this people, and do not lift up cry or prayer
for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you.

17"Do you not see what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem?

18"The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women
knead dough to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they “®pour out
drink offerings to other gods in order to 4Fspite Me.

19n(A8)po they spite Me?" declares the LORD "Do they not spite themselves
to their own “Hshame?"

*Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, My “Yanger and My wrath will
pour out on this place, on man and on beast and on the ®Dtrees of the field
and on the fruit of the ground; and it will burn and not quench."

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Add your “®burnt
offerings to your sacrifices and “Yeat flesh.



22vEor I did not “™speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that
I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices.

23"But this I commanded them, saying, '®YObey My voice, and A1 will
serve as your God, and you will become My people; and you will walk in all
the way which I command you, that it may go well with you.'

24nyet they A9did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own
counsels and in the stubbornness of their evil heart, and ®®went backward
and not forward.

2>"Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this
day, I have ®Ssent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early and
sending them.

26"yet they did not listen to Me or incline their ear, but “Ustiffened their
neck; they “Ydid more evil than their fathers.

2’"you shall ®Yspeak all these words to them, but they will not listen to
you; and you shall call to them, but they will ®Ynot answer you.

28"you shall say to them, 'This nation ®¥)did not obey the voice of the
LORD their God or accept correction; ®Ytruth has perished and has
disappeared from their mouth.
29(A2)cut off your hair and cast it away,
And ®take up a lamentation on the bare heights;
For the LORD has ®rejected and forsaken
The generation of His wrath.'

30"For the sons of Judah have done evil in My sight," declares the LORD,
"they have %set their detestable things in the house which you call by My
name, to defile it.

31"They have ®®built the high places of Topheth, which lies in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, to ®®burn their sons and their daughters in the fire,
which I ®9did not command, and it did not come into My mind.

32n(BS)Therefore, behold, days come," declares the LORD, "when it will no
longer be called Topheth, or the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley
of the Slaughter; for they will ®bury in Topheth because they can find no
other place.



3"The BDdead bodies of this people will become food for the birds of the
sky and for the beasts of the earth; and no one will frighten them away.

3"Then I will make to ®)cease from the cities of Judah and from the streets
of Jerusalem the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for the land will become a ruin.

Jeremiah 8
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The Sin and Treachery of Judah

1At that time," declares the LORD, "they will ®bring out the bones of the
kings of Judah and the bones of its princes, and the bones of the priests and
the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem
from their graves.

>"They will spread them out to the sun, the moon and to all the ®host of
heaven, which they have loved and which they have served, and which they
have gone after and which they have sought, and which they have
worshiped no one will gather or bury them; ®they will appear as dung on
the face of the ground.

3"And the remnant that remains of this evil family will choose ®death
rather than life that remains of this evil family, that remains in all the
®places to which I have driven them," declares the LORD of hosts.

“"You shall say to them, 'Thus says the LORD,

"Do men (®fall and not get up again?
Does one turn away and not repent?

>"Why then has this people, Jerusalem,
®Turned away in continual apostasy?
They Phold fast to deceit,
They Prefuse to return.

6r1 ®have listened and heard,
They have spoken what we know as incorrect;



LUNo man repented of his wickedness,
Saying, 'What have I done?'
Everyone turned to his course,
Like a ®horse charging into the battle.
’"Even the stork in the sky
MKnows her seasons;
And the @turtledove and the swift and the thrush
Observe the time of their migration;
But ®My people do not know
The ordinance of the LORD.
8"QHow can you say, 'We consider ourselves wise,
And the law of the LORD we have with us'?
But behold, the lying pen of the scribes
Has made it into a lie.
"The wise men find themselves ®put to shame,
They feel dismayed and caught;
Behold, they have ©rejected the word of the LORD,
And what kind of wisdom do they have?
0 Therefore I will Pgive their wives to others,
Their fields to new owners;
Because from the least even to the greatest
Everyone has @greed for gain;
From the prophet even to the priest
Everyone practices deceit.
UrThey Wheal the brokenness of the daughter of My people superficially,
Saying, 'Peace, peace,’
But there comes no peace.
12'Did they feel Washamed because of the abomination they had done?
They certainly did not feel ashamed,
And they did not know how to blush;
Therefore they shall ®fall among those who fall;
At the ®time of their punishment people shall bring them down,"
Says the LORD.
1377 will Ysurely snatch them away," declares the LORD;
"There will grow “*no grapes on the vine
And ®®no figs on the fig tree,
And the leaf will wither;
And what I have given them will pass away.""
“Why do we sit still?
(A9Assemble yourselves, and let us “2)go into the fortified cities
And let us perish there,
Because the LORD our God has doomed us
And given us “Bpoisoned water to drink,
For ®®we have sinned against the LORD.



we @ASwaited for peace, but no good came;
For a time of healing, but behold, terror!
18rrom A®Dan we heard the snorting of his horses;
At the sound of the neighing of his “Vstallions
The whole land quakes;
For they come and ®?devour the land and its fullness,
The city and its inhabitants.
17"Eor behold, I send serpents against you,
Adders, for which no one can charm,
And they will bite you," declares the LORD.
18My @Msorrow has gone beyond healing,
My ®YWheart feels faint within me!
19Behold, listen! The cry of the daughter of my people from a “9distant
land:
"Does not the LORD live in Zion? Do we not find her King not within
her?"
"Why have they ®Pprovoked Me with their graven images, with
foreign “Qidols?"
20nHarvest has passed, summer has ended,
And we do not have salvation."
21For the ®®brokenness of the daughter of my people I feel broken;
I Smourn, dismay has taken hold of me.
22Do we find no “Pbalm in Gilead?
Do we find no physician there?
(ADWhy then has not the health of the daughter of my people
improved?

Jeremiah 9
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A Lament over Zion

{A)0h that my head consisted of waters

And my eyes a fountain of tears,

That I might weep day and night

For the slain of the ®daughter of my people!
2©0h that I had in the desert

A wayfarers' lodging place;

That I might leave my people

And go from them!

For all of them behave like Padulterers,



An assembly of ®treacherous men.
*"They ®)bend their tongue like their bow;

Lies and not truth prevail in the land;

For they ©proceed from evil to evil,

And they ®do not know Me," declares the LORD.
“"Let everyone stay on guard against his neighbor,

And Pdo not trust any brother;

Because every ®brother deals craftily,

And every neighbor (“goes about as a slanderer.
>"Everyone Mdeceives his neighbor

And does not speak the truth,

They have taught their tongue to speak lies;

They ®weary themselves committing iniquity.
®"Your Qdwelling stands in the midst of deceit;

Through deceit they ®refuse to know Me," declares the LORD.

'Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts,
"Behold, I will refine them and ‘@assay them;
For ®what else can I do, because of the daughter of My people?
8" Their ®tongue resembles a deadly arrow;
It speaks deceit;
With his mouth one Pspeaks peace to his neighbor,
But inwardly he @sets an ambush for him.
"(shall I not punish them for these things?" declares the LORD.
"On a nation such as this
Shall I not avenge Myself?
10" Eor the Wmountains I will take up a weeping and wailing,
And for the pastures of the ®wilderness a dirge,
Because they lay waste so that no one passes through,
And the lowing of the cattle no one can hear;
Both the ¥)birds of the sky and the beasts have fled; they have gone.
1T will make Jerusalem a ®®heap of ruins,
A haunt of ®®jackals;
And I will make the cities of Judah a ®“desolation, without
inhabitant."

12Where can we find the “Pwise man that may understand this? And who
do we find to whom #Fthe mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may
declare it? ®PWhy has the land suffered ruin, laid waste like a desert, so
that no one passes through?

13The LORD said, "Because they have “®forsaken My law which I set before
them, and have not obeyed My voice nor walked according to it,



“hut have ®®walked after the stubbornness of their heart and after the
(ADBaals, as their “Yfathers taught them,"

therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "behold, AT will
feed them, this people, with wormwood and give them “Ypoisoned water to
drink.

167 will ®™scatter them among the nations, whom neither they nor their
fathers have known; and I will send the ®Ysword after them until I have
annihilated them."

"Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"Consider and call for the ®®mourning women, that they may come;
And send for the ®®wailing women, that they may come!
18" ot them make haste and take up a wailing for us,
That our “Qeyes may shed tears
And our eyelids flow with water.
19"For a voice of ®®wailing we hear from Zion,
'®S)How have we become ruined!
We feel great shame,
For we have ®Dleft the land,
Because they have cast down our dwellings.
2ONow hear the word of the LORD, O you “Ywomen,
And let your ear receive the word of His mouth;
Teach your daughters wailing,
And everyone her neighbor a dirge.
21For AYdeath has come up through our windows;
It has entered our palaces
To cut off the @children from the streets,
The young men from the town squares.
22Speak, "Thus says the LORD,
'The corpses of men will fall ®®like dung on the open field,
And like the sheaf after the reaper,
But no one will gather them."

23Thus says the LORD, "“YLet not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let
not the “Ymighty man boast of his might, let not a ®®rich man boast of his
riches;

2but let him who boasts ®®boast of this, that he understands and knows
Me, that I proclaim myself the LORD who %exercises lovingkindness,
justice and righteousness on earth; for I ®2delight in these things," declares
the LORD.



2>"Behold, the days will come," declares the LORD, "that I will punish all
who consider themselves circumcised and yet behave as ®Puncircumcised-

26Egypt and Judah, and Edom and the sons of Ammon, and Moab and ©Pal|
those inhabiting the desert who clip the hair on their temples; for all the
nations remain uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel seem
ESyuncircumcised of heart."

Jeremiah 10
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A Satire on Idolatry

'Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel.

>Thus says the LORD,
"(A)Do not learn the way of the nations,
And do not feel terrified by the signs of the heavens
Although the nations have feared them;
3For the customs of the peoples appear as ®delusion;
Because (it resembles wood cut from the forest,
The work of the hands of a craftsman with a cutting tool.
“"They ®decorate it with silver and with gold;
They ®fasten it with nails and with hammers
So that it will not totter.
>"|ike a scarecrow in a cucumber field do they appear,
And they ®cannot speak;
They must carry them,
Because they cannot walk!
Do not fear them,
For they ®can do no harm,
Nor can they do any good."
®0 None compares to You, O LORD;
We acknowledge You as Pgreat, and acknowledge Your name as great
in might.
’®Who would not fear You, O (®King of the nations?
Indeed it will become Your due!
For among all the ®wise men of the nations
And in all their kingdoms,



None can compare to You.
8But they seem altogether ™stupid and foolish
In their discipline of delusion--their idol consists of wood!
‘Beaten Dsilver they bring from ®Tarshish,
And Qgold from Uphaz,
The work of a craftsman and of the hands of a goldsmith;
Violet and purple appear their clothing;
They all consist of the ®work of skilled men.
0Byt the LORD remains the &true God;
He we acknowledge as the Pliving God and the ®everlasting King
At His wrath the Wearth quakes,
And the nations cannot Wendure His indignation.

1Thus you shall say to them, "The ¥'gods that did not make the heavens
and the earth will ®perish from the earth and from under the heavens."
12He made the earth by His power,
Who ®established the world by His wisdom;
And by His understanding He has ®®stretched out the heavens.
13When He utters His Svoice, we find a tumult of waters in the heavens,
And He causes the “Dclouds to ascend from the end of the earth;
He makes lightning for the rain,
And brings out the ®®wind from His storehouses.
1“Every man seems “Fstupid, devoid of knowledge;
Every goldsmith puts himself to shame by his idols;
For his molten images we regard as deceitful,
And we find no breath in them.
5They seem ®Sworthless, a work of mockery;
In the “®time of their punishment they will perish.
18The ®Dportion of Jacob does not resemble these;
For the ®’Maker of all we acknowledge Him,
And ®®Israel we name as the tribe of His inheritance;
The ®YLORD of hosts we call His name.
17(AMpjck up your bundle from the ground,
You who dwell under siege!

18For thus says the LORD,
"Behold, I ®NMsling out the inhabitants of the land
At this time,
And will cause them distress,
That they may find themselves."

19(A9Woe to me, because of my injury!

My ®®wound seems incurable
But I said, "Truly this appears as a sickness,
And I “@must bear it."



20My AR)tent has become destroyed,
And all my ropes break;
My ®3)sons have gone from me and I find them no more
I find “Dno one to stretch out my tent again
Or to set up my curtains.
21For the shepherds have become stupid
And ®Yhave not sought the LORD;
Therefore they have not prospered,
And ®Yal| their flock has scattered.
22The sound of a ®Yreport! Behold, it comes--
A great commotion “¥out of the land of the north--
To “make the cities of Judah
A desolation, a haunt of jackals.
23] know, O LORD, that ®¥a man cannot find his way in himself,
BANor does man walk to direct his steps.
24(BB)Correct me, O LORD, but with justice;
Not with Your anger, or You will bring me to nothing.
25BO9pour out Your wrath on the nations that ¢2do not know You
And on the families that 8do not call Your name;
For they have devoured Jacob;
They have ®Pdevoured him and consumed him
And have laid waste his habitation.

Jeremiah 11
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The Broken Covenant

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2"(A)Hear the words of this ®covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

3and say to them, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, " God curses
the man who does not heed the words of this covenant

“which I commanded your forefathers in the (®’day that I brought them out
of the land of Egypt, from the ®iron furnace, saying, '®Listen to My voice,
and do according to all which I command you; so you shall become &My
people, and I will serve as your God,'



%in order to confirm the @Woath which I swore to your forefathers, to give
them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it has occurred this day """
Then I said, "WAmen, O LORD."

®And the LORD said to me, "®Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah
and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, '"“"Hear the words of this covenant
and Pdo them.

"'For I solemnly ®warned your fathers in the Yday that I brought them up
from the land of Egypt, even to this day, Ywarning persistently, saying,
"®)| jsten to My voice."

8'vet they (@did not obey or incline their ear, but walked, each one, in the
stubbornness of his evil heart; therefore I brought on them all the ®words
of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not."™

°Then the LORD said to me, "A ®)conspiracy we have found among the men
of Judah and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10" They have Mturned back to the iniquities of their ancestors who
Urefused to hear My words, and they “have gone after other gods to serve
them; the house of Israel and the house of Judah have ™broken My
covenant which I made with their fathers."

UTherefore thus says the LORD, "Behold I bring disaster on them which
they will @not have the ability to escape; though they will Ycry to Me, yet I
will not listen to them.

12'Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will **go and
cry to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they surely will not save
them in the time of their disaster.

13"For your gods seem “®las many as your cities, O Judah; and as many as
the streets of Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to the “Sshameful
thing, altars to ®®burn incense to Baal.

" Therefore E)do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for
them; for I will ®®not listen when they call to Me because of their disaster.
15"What right has My “Sbeloved in My house
When “®she has done many vile deeds?
Can the sacrificial flesh take away from you your disaster,
So that you can rejoice?"
1*The LORD called your name,
"A ADgreen olive tree, beautiful in fruit and form";



With the “Ynoise of a great tumult
He has ®¥kindled fire on it,
And its branches have become worthless.

The LORD of hosts, who “Yplanted you, has ®®pronounced evil against
you because of the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah,
which they have done to provoke Me by ®Noffering up sacrifices to Baal.

Plots against Jeremiah

18Moreover, the LORD ®9made it known to me and I knew it;
Then You showed me their deeds.

19But I resembled a gentle ®®lamb led to the slaughter;
And I did not know that they had “%devised plots against me, saying,
"Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
And ®®let us cut him off from the “Sland of the living,
That we remember his ®Pname no more."

20But, O LORD of hosts, who ®Yjudges righteously,
Who ®Ytries the feelings and the heart,
Let me see Your vengeance on them,
For to You have I committed my cause.

21Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the men of ®WAnathoth, who
(AX)seek your life, saying, "YDo not prophesy in the name of the LORD, so
that you will not ®9dije at our hand";

2’therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, I will soon ®punish
them! The ©Byoung men will die by the sword, their sons and daughters will

die by famine;

23and a remnant 9will not remain to them, for I will ®®bring disaster on
the men of Anathoth--®®®the year of their punishment."
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Jeremiah's Prayer

{®Righteous we consider You, O LORD, that I would plead my case with
You;
Indeed I would ®discuss matters of justice with You:
Why has the ©way of the wicked prospered?
Why do all those who ‘®deal in treachery remain at ease?
2You have ®planted them, they have also taken root;
They grow, they have even produced fruit
You lie Pnear to their lips
But far from their mind.
3But You ©know me, O LORD;
You see me;
And You ®examine my heart's attitude toward You
Drag them off like sheep for the slaughter
And set them apart for a Pday of carnage!
“How long will the Pland mourn
And the ®vegetation of the countryside to wither?
For the Pwickedness of those who dwell in it,
™M Animals and birds intruders have snatched away,
Because men have said, "He will not see our latter ending."
>"If you have run with footmen and they have tired you out,
Then how can you compete with horses?
If you fall down in a land of peace,
How will you do in the ©thicket of the Jordan?
®"For even your ®brothers and the household of your father,
Even they have dealt treacherously with you,
Even they have cried aloud after you
Do not believe them, although they may say @nice things to you."

God's Answer

"I have ®forsaken My house,
I have abandoned My inheritance;
I have given the ®beloved of My soul
Into the hand of her enemies.

8"My inheritance has become to Me
Like a lion in the forest;
She has Proared against Me;
Therefore I have come to Yhate her.



“"Has My inheritance become like a speckled bird of prey to Me?
Are the Wbirds of prey against her on every side?
Go, gather all the Wheasts of the field,

Bring them to devour!
10"Many ®shepherds have ruined My “vineyard,
They have Ytrampled down My field;
They have made My “)pleasant field
A desolate wilderness.
1nTt has fallen into desolation,
Desolate, it “®mourns before Me;
The ®Swhole land has fallen into desolation,
Because no man “Plays it to heart.

12'0n all the ®®bare heights in the wilderness

Destroyers have come,

For a “Psword of the LORD devours

From one end of the land even to the other;
We observe “®no peace for anyone.

13'They have ®sown wheat and have reaped thorns,
They have ®strained themselves to no profit
But have shame for your ®Yharvest
Because of the ®“fierce anger of the LORD."

1“Thus says the LORD concerning all My “Pwicked neighbors who ®®strike
at the inheritance with which I have endowed My people Israel, "Behold I
will soon uproot them from their land and will ®Yuproot the house of Judah
from among them.

15And it will come about that after I have uprooted them, I will A9again
have compassion on them; and I will ®®bring them back, each one to his
inheritance and each one to his land.

18" Then if they will really “9learn the ways of My people, to “®swear by My
name, 'As the LORD lives,' even as they taught My people to ®Sswear by
Baal, they have “Dbuilt it up in the midst of My people.

17vBut if they will not listen, then I will ®Yuproot that nation, uproot and
destroy it," declares the LORD.
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The Ruined Waistband

Thus the LORD said to me, "Go and “buy yourself a linen waistband and
put it around your waist, but do not put it in water."

2So I bought the waistband in accordance with the ®word of the LORD and
put it around my waist.

3Then the word of the LORD came to me a second time, saying,

“"Take the waistband that you have bought, which you have around your
waist, and arise, go to the “Euphrates and hide it there in a crevice of the
rock."

>So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, (Pas the LORD had commanded me.

®After many days the LORD said to me, "Arise, go to the Euphrates and take
from there the waistband which I commanded you to hide there."

'Then I went to the Euphrates and dug, and I took the waistband from the
place where I had hidden it; and lo, the waistband had become ruined, it
had become totally worthless.

8Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

"Thus says the LORD, 'Just so will I destroy the ®pride of Judah and the
great pride of Jerusalem.

10This wicked people, who ®refuse to listen to My words, who ©walk in the
stubbornness of their hearts and have gone after other gods to serve them
and to bow down to them, let them resemble this waistband which has
become totally worthless.

'For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole
household of Israel and the whole household of Judah ®cling to Me,’



declares the LORD, 'that they might become for Me a people, for “renown,
for Ppraise and for glory; but they ®did not listen.'

Captivity Threatened

12" Therefore you will speak this word to them, 'Thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel, "Every jug you will fill with wine."' And when they say to you,
'Do we not very well know that we will fill every jug with wine?'

Bthen say to them, 'Thus says the LORD, "Behold I will soon fill all the
inhabitants of this land--the kings that sit for David on his throne, the
priests, the prophets and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem--with
Ldrunkenness!

141 will ™dash them against each other, both the Wfathers and the sons
together," declares the LORD "I will @not show pity nor have sorrow nor
have compassion so as not to destroy them."""
15 isten and give heed, do not show haughtiness,
For the LORD has spoken.
16(QGijve glory to the LORD your God,
Before He brings ®darkness
And before your &feet stumble
On the dusky mountains,
And while you hope for light
He makes it into ‘Pdeep darkness,
And turns it into gloom.
17But Wif you will not listen to it,
My soul will Wsob in secret for such pride;
And my eyes will bitterly weep
And flow down with tears,
Because the Wflock of the LORD an enemy has taken captive.
185ay to the ¥king and the queen mother,
"WTake a lowly seat,
For your beautiful ¥crown
Has come down from your head."
9The ®A)cities of the Negev have become locked up,
And s no one will open them;
All ®®3judah’s captors have taken her into exile,
Wholly carried into exile.
20" ift up your eyes and see
Those coming ““from the north
Where do we find the “®flock that received,
Your beautiful sheep?
2Im\what will you say when He appoints over you--



And you yourself had taught them--
Former “Bcompanions will rule over you?
Will not “Ppangs take hold of you
Like a woman in childbirth?
22v1f you A9say in your heart,
'@HWhy have these things happened to me?"
Because of the ®Wmagnitude of your iniquity
ADyour skirts have become removed
And your heels you have exposed.
23n(&Can the Ethiopian change his skin
Or the leopard his spots?
Then you also can ““do good
Who have the habit to do evil.
2"Therefore I will ®scatter them like drifting straw
To the desert ®Mwind.
25"This has become your 49|ot, the portion measured to you
From Me," declares the LORD,
"Because you have “Pforgotten Me
And trusted in falsehood.
26n55 1 Myself have also ®9stripped your skirts off over your face,
That people may see your shame.
27"As for your “Radulteries and your lustful neighings,
The ®Slewdness of your prostitution
On the ®Dhills in the field,
I have seen your abominations
Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
(ADHow long will you remain unclean?"

Jeremiah 14
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Drought and a Prayer for Mercy

That which came as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah in regard to the
Adrought:
2"Judah mourns
And ®her gates languish;
They sit on the ground “in mourning,
And the ®cry of Jerusalem has ascended.



3"Their nobles have ®sent their servants for water;
They have come to the ®cisterns and found no water
They have returned with their vessels empty;
They have fallen into shame and humiliation,
And they ®cover their heads.
“"Because the Pground cracks,
For there has fallen @no rain on the land;
The ®farmers have fallen into shame,
They have covered their heads.
>"For even the doe in the field has given birth only to abandon her young,
Because they find ®no grass.
*"The ™wild donkeys stand on the bare heights;
They pant for air like jackals,
Their eyes fail
For ™no vegetation appears.
""Although our @iniquities testify against us,
O LORD, act ®for Your name's sake!
Truly our Qapostasies have multiplied,
We have ®sinned against You.
80 ®Hope of Israel,
Its PSavior in Wtime of distress,
Why have You become like a stranger in the land
Or like a traveler who has pitched his tent for the night?
*"Why have You become like a man dismayed,
Like a mighty man who ®cannot save?
Yet Wyou dwell in our midst, O LORD,
And we call ourselves by Your name;
Do not forsake us!"

1%Thus says the LORD to this people, "Even so they have ¥loved to wander;
they have not ©kept their feet in check Therefore the LORD does “®not
accept them; now He will ®?remember their iniquity and call their sins to
account."

1150 the LORD said to me, "““)Do not pray for the welfare of this people.

12nWhen they fast, I will not listen to their cry; and when they offer
AB)hurnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them Rather I will
(AE)make an end of them by the “®sword, famine and pestilence."

False Prophets



13But, "Ah, Lord GOD!" I said, "Look, the prophets tell them, 'You “®will
not see the sword nor will you have famine, but I will give you lasting
(ADpeace in this place."

“Then the LORD said to me, "The “prophets prophesy falsehood in My
name ®¥1 have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to
them; they prophesy to you a “Yfalse vision, divination, futility and the
deception of their own minds.

1>"Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who prophesy in
My name, although I did not send them--yet they keep saying, 'There will
come no sword or famine in this land'--®"by sword and famine those
prophets shall meet their end!

16"The people also to whom they prophesy people will thrown them out
into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and no
one will @@bury them--neither them, nor their wives, nor their sons, nor
their daughters--for I will “®pour out their own wickedness on them.
17nyou will say this word to them,
A9 et my eyes flow down with tears night and day,
And let them not cease;
For the virgin ®®daughter of my people has become crushed with a
mighty blow,
With a sorely ®infected wound.
187f 1 ADgo out to the country,
Behold, those slain with the sword!
Or if I enter the city,
Behold, diseases of famine!
For @Wpoth prophet and priest
Have gone roving about in the land that they do not know."
YHave You completely ®rejected Judah?
Or have You loathed Zion?
Why have You stricken us so that we have gone beyond healing?
We ®waited for peace, but nothing good came;
And for a time of healing, but behold, terror!
20\ye Aknow our wickedness, O LORD,
The iniquity of our fathers, for “Ywe have sinned against You.
21Do not despise us, ®*for Your own name's sake;
Do not disgrace the ®®throne of Your glory;
Remember and do not annul Your covenant with us.
22Do any among the ©%idols of the nations (2give rain?
Or can the heavens grant showers?
Do we not acknowledge You, O LORD our God?



Therefore we ©®hope in You,
For You who have done all these things.

Jeremiah 15
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Judgment Must Come

Then the LORD said to me, "Even ®though ®Moses and “Samuel
would®stand before Me, My heart would not attend to this people; ©send
them away from My presence and let them go!

2"And it shall come to pass that when they say to you, 'Where should we
go?' then you will tell them, 'Thus says the LORD:

"Those destined ®for death, to death;

And those destined for the sword, to the sword;

And those destined for famine, to famine;

And those destined for captivity, to captivity.™

3T will ©appoint over them four kinds of doom," declares the LORD: "the
sword to slay, the ®dogs to drag off, and the ®birds of the sky and the
beasts of the earth to devour and destroy.

4T will @make them an object of horror among all the kingdoms of the
earth because of ®'Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for
what he did in Jerusalem.
>"Indeed, who will have “pity on you, O Jerusalem,
Or who will ®mourn for you,
Or who will turn aside to ask about your welfare?
é"You who have ®forsaken Me," declares the LORD,



"You keep ‘Pgoing backward
So I will ®stretch out My hand against you and destroy you;
I have become @tired of relenting!
T will ®winnow them with a winnowing fork
At the gates of the land;
I will ®bereave them of children, I will destroy My people;
(DThey did not repent of their ways.
8 Their Ywidows will grow more numerous before Me
Than the sand of the seas;
I will bring against them, against the mother of a young man,
A Mdestroyer at noonday;
I will suddenly bring down on her
Anguish and dismay.
"She who Whore seven sons pines away;
Her breathing has become labored
Her ®sun has set while it remained yet day;
She has fallen into shame and humiliation
So I will @ give over their survivors to the sword
Before their enemies," declares the LORD.
10(A4%)Woe to me, my mother, that you have borne me
As a ®®man of strife and a man of contention to all the land!
I have not ®9lent, nor have men lent money to me,
Yet everyone curses me.
1The LORD said, "Surely I will ®P)set you free for purposes of good;
Surely I will cause the “Blenemy to make supplication to you
In a time of disaster and a time of distress.
12nCan anyone smash iron,
(ABIron from the north, or bronze?
3vyour “®wealth and your treasures
I will give for booty ®®without cost,
Even for all your sins
And within all your borders.
"Then I will cause your enemies to bring it
Into a “Pland you do not know;
For I have kindled a “fire in My anger,
It will burn upon you."

Jeremiah's Prayer and God's Answer

15(4You who know, O LORD,
Remember me, take notice of me,
And “®Ytake vengeance for me on my persecutors
Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away;
Know that ®™®for Your sake I endure reproach.



18your words I found and I “Yate them,
And Your “9words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;
For You have called Me by Your name,
O LORD God of hosts.
(AQdid not sit in the circle of merrymakers,
Nor did I exult
Because of Your hand upon me I sat ®®alone,
For You “S)filled me with indignation.
18Why has my pain felt perpetual
And my “Dwound incurable, refusing to heal?
Will You indeed resemble to me “Ylike a deceptive stream
With water that I find unreliable?
%Therefore, thus says the LORD,
"(AVTf you return, then I will restore you--
(AW)Before Me you will stand;
And ®if you extract the precious from the worthless,
You will become My spokesman.
They for their part may turn to you,
But as for you, you must not turn to them.
20'Then I will ®Ymake you to this people
A fortified wall of bronze;
And though they fight against you,
They will not prevail over you;
For A2)T will stay with you to save you
And deliver you," declares the LORD.
21ngo 1 will ®Adeliver you from the hand of the wicked,
And I will ®®redeem you from the grasp of the violent."

17I
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Distresses Foretold

The word of the LORD also came to me saying,

2"You shall not take a wife for yourself nor have sons or daughters in this
place."



3For thus says the LORD concerning the sons and daughters born in this
place, and concerning their ®mothers who bear them, and their ®fathers
who beget them in this land:

“"They will ©die of deadly diseases, people will not lament them or bury
them; they will seem as ©'dung on the surface of the ground and come to an
end by sword and famine, and their carcasses will become food for the
Bbirds of the sky and for the beasts of the earth."

>For thus says the LORD, "Do not enter a house of (“mourning, or go to
lament or to console them; for I have ®withdrawn My peace from this
people," declares the LORD, "My Plovingkindness and compassion.

é"Both @’great men and small will die in this land; people will not bury them
or lament them,, nor will anyone ®gash himself or “’shave his head for
them.

"Men will not ®break bread in mourning for them, to comfort anyone for
the dead, nor give them a cup of consolation to drink for anyone's father or
mother.

8"Moreover you shall ®not go into a house of feasting to sit with them to
eat and drink."

°For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I intend to
©eliminate from this place, before your eyes and in your time, the voice of
rejoicing and the voice of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of
the bride.

10"Now when you tell this people all these words, they will say to you, "®For
what reason has the LORD declared all this great calamity against us? And
what kind of iniquity have we committed, or what kind of sin have we have
committed against the LORD our God?'

1"Then you will say to them, ' Because your forefathers have forsaken Me,'
declares the LORD, 'and have followed ®other gods and served them and
bowed down to them; but Me they have forsaken and have not kept My law.

12'vou too have done evil, even &more than your forefathers; for behold,
you all walk according to the Mstubbornness of your own Mevil heart,
without listening to Me.



1350 1 will ®hurl you out of this land into the ™land which you have not
known, neither you nor your fathers; and there you will ®serve other gods
day and night, for I will grant you no favor.'

God Will Restore Them

4 Therefore behold, days will come," declares the LORD, "when people
will no longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who ‘¥brought up the sons of Israel
out of the land of Egypt,’

15put, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the
(Aland of the north and from all the countries where He had banished
them.' For I will restore them to their own land which I gave to their fathers.

16"Behold, I intend to send for many “Bfishermen," declares the LORD,
"and they will fish for them; and afterwards I will send for many hunters,
and they will ®Qhunt them ®®from every mountain and every hill and from
the clefts of the rocks.

17m(ABFor My eyes fix on all their ways; they do not hide from My face,
Bnor have they concealed their iniquity concealed from My eyes.

187 will first “9doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, because they have
(AHpolluted My land; they have filled My inheritance with the carcasses of
their “Ddetestable idols and with their abominations."

10 LORD, my ®strength and my stronghold,
And my “®refuge in the day of distress,
To You the “Pnations will come
From the ends of the earth and say,
"Our fathers have inherited nothing but “®falsehood,
Futility and “Ythings of no profit."
20Can man make gods for himself?
Yet you cannot call them gods!
2InTherefore behold, I intend to make them know--
This time I will ®®make them know
My power and My might;
And they shall “Qknow My name as the LORD."
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The Deceitful Heart

The ®sin of Judah I have written down with an ®iron stylus;
With a diamond point I have “engraved upon the tablet of their heart
And on the horns of their altars,

2As they remember their ®children,

So they remember their altars and their (©Asherim
By (Pgreen trees on the high hills.

30 ©mountain of Mine in the countryside,

I will ®give over your wealth and all your treasures for booty,
Your high places for sin throughout your borders.

“And you will, even of yourself, Plet go of your inheritance
That I gave you;

And I will make you serve your Qenemies
In the ®land which you do not know;

For you have Pkindled a fire in My anger
Which will burn forever.

>Thus says the LORD,

" I curse the man who trusts in mankind
And makes Mflesh his strength,
And whose heart turns away from the LORD.

®"For he will resemble a @bush in the desert
And will not see when prosperity comes,

But will live in stony wastes in the wilderness,
A ®land of salt without inhabitant.

"Q|I bless the man who trusts in the LORD
And who trusts in the LORD.

8"For he will resemble a ©tree planted by the water,

That extends its roots by a stream

And will not fear when the heat comes;

But its leaves will remain green,

And it will not have anxiety in a year of Pdrought
Nor cease to yield fruit.

"The Wheart has more Pdeceit than all else

And has become desperately Wsick;
Who can understand it?
10n1 the LORD, ®search the heart,
I test the mind,
Even Wto give to each man according to his ways,
According to the results of his deeds.



1"As a partridge that hatches eggs which it has not laid,
Compares to him who ®makes a fortune, but unjustly;
In the midst of his days it will forsake him,
And in the end he will end up a “fool."
12(88)A glorious throne on high from the beginning
Do we regard the place of our sanctuary.
130 LORD, the “Shope of Israel,
All who “Pforsake You will fall into to shame
Those who turn away on earth I will write down,
Because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the
LORD.
14(48)Heal me, O LORD, and I will receive healing;
(AS9)5ave me and I will have salvation,
For I regard You as my ®praise.
15 ook, they keep “saying to me,
"Where do we find the word of the LORD?
Let it come now!"
18But as for me, I have not hurried away from being a shepherd after You,
Nor have I longed for the woeful day;
(ADyou Yourself know that the utterance of my lips
Came in Your presence.
Do not become a ®terror to me;
I regard You as my ®Prefuge in the day of disaster.
18| et those who persecute me fall into shame, but as for me, ®Ylet me
not fall into shame;
Let them feel dismayed, but let me not feel dismayed
(A9Bring on them a day of disaster,
And crush them with twofold destruction!

People Must Keep The Sabbath

1%Thus the LORD said to me, "Go and stand in the public gate, through
which the kings of Judah come in and go out, as well as in all the gates of
Jerusalem;

20and say to them, '®PListen to the word of the LORD, “¥kings of Judah,
and all Judah and all inhabitants of Jerusalem who come in through these
gates:

2I'Thus says the LORD, "®RITake heed for yourselves, and A% do not carry
any load on the sabbath day or bring anything in through the gates of
Jerusalem.



22"you shall not bring a load out of your houses on the sabbath day “Pnor
do any work, but keep the sabbath day holy, as I ®Ycommanded your
forefathers.

23vyet they Ydid not listen or incline their ears, but “Wstiffened their
necks in order not to listen or take correction.

24"But it will come about, if you ®¥listen attentively to Me," declares the
LORD, "to “Ybring no load in through the gates of this city on the sabbath
day, 9but to keep the sabbath day holy by doing no work on it,

25(BAthen there will come in through the gates of this city kings and princes
EB)sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and
their princes, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and this
ECcity will have inhabitants forever.

26" They will come in from the ®PXcities of Judah and from the environs of
Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin, from the ®lowland, from the hill
country and from the ®®Negev, bringing burnt offerings, sacrifices, grain
offerings and incense, and bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to the house of
the LORD.

27"But ©9jf you do not listen to Me to keep the sabbath day holy by not
carrying a load and coming in through the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath

day, then I will kindle a fire in its gates and it will 0devour the palaces
of Jerusalem and ®Ynot quench them.""

Jeremiah 18
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The Potter and the Clay
The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD saying,

2"Arise and “go down to the potter's house, and there I will announce My
words to you."



3Then I went down to the potter's house, and there I found him, making
something on the wheel.

“But the vessel that he made of clay has become spoiled in the hand of the
potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make.

>Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

é"Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?" declares
the LORD. "Behold, like the ®)clay in the potter's hand, so I compare you in
My hand, O house of Israel.

’"At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a
kingdom to ©uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it;

8(D)jf that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will
[al®)relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.

"Or at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a
kingdom to ®build up or to plant it;

10if it does ('evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will X®think
better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.

11"So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of
Jerusalem saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "Behold, I fashion calamity against
you and devising a plan against you Oh @turn back, each of you from his
evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds."

12rgut ®they will say, ' I find it hopeless! For we intend to follow our own
plans, and each of us will act according to the (stubbornness of his evil
heart.'
13"Therefore thus says the LORD,
'™Ask now among the nations,
Who ever heard the like of this?
The Mvirgin of Israel
Has done a most @appalling thing.
“'Does the snow of Lebanon forsake the rock of the open country?
Or has the cold flowing water from a foreign land ever become
snatched away?
15For ®My people have forgotten Me,
@They burn incense to worthless gods
And they have stumbled from their ways,
From the ®ancient paths,



To walk in bypaths,
Not on a ®’highway,

16To make their land a Pdesolation,
An object of perpetual Phissing;
Everyone who passes by it will feel astonished
And Wshake his head.

171Like an Weast wind I will ®scatter them
Before the enemy;
I will show them ®My back and not My face
(D1n the day of their calamity."

18Then they said, "Come and let us ®*devise plans against Jeremiah Surely
the priest will not lose access to the law, nor ““counsel to the sage, nor
the divine “Pword to the prophet! Come on and let us “Fstrike at him with
our tongue, and let us Fgive no heed to any of his words."
Do give heed to me, O LORD,
And listen to what my opponents say!
20(88)ghould people repay good with evil?
For they have Y dug a pit for me
Remember how I “Dstood before You
To speak good on their behalf,
So as to turn away Your wrath from them.
21Therefore, ®)give their children over to famine
And deliver them up to the power of the sword;
And let their wives become ®®childless and “Ywidowed
Let their men also fall smitten to death,
Their ®young men struck down by the sword in battle.
22May we hear an ®Youtcry from their houses,
When You suddenly bring raiders upon them;
(A9For they have dug a pit to capture me
And ®®hidden snares for my feet.
23Yet You, O LORD, know
All their deadly designs against me;
(AADo not forgive their iniquity
Or blot out their sin from Your sight
But may they become “®overthrown before You;
Deal with them in the ®time of Your anger!
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The Broken Jar

Thus says the LORD, "Go and buy a “potter's earthenware ®jar, and take
some of the ©elders of the people and some of the ®senior priests.

>"Then go out to the ®lvalley of Ben-hinnom, which lies by the entrance of
the potsherd gate, and ®proclaim there the words that I tell you,

3and say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, O (®kings of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem: thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Behold I intend
to bring a ®calamity upon this place, at which the ears of everyone that
hears of it will tingle.

“"Because they have @forsaken Me and have ®’'made this an alien place and
have burned sacrifices in it to Yother gods, that neither they nor their
forefathers nor the kings of Judah had ever known, and because they have
filled this place with the ®blood of the innocent

>and have built the ™high places of Baal to burn their @sons in the fire as
burnt offerings to Baal, a thing which I never commanded or spoke of, nor
did it ever enter My mind;

therefore, behold, ®days will come," declares the LORD, "when this place
will no longer have the name @Topheth or ®the valley of Ben-hinnom, but
rather the valley of Slaughter.

T will ®make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, and
(DI will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies and by the
hand of those who seek their life; and I will give over their Ycarcasses as
food for the birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth.

8T will also make this city a “desolation and an object of hissing;
Weveryone who passes by it will feel astonished and hiss because of all its
disasters.

"1 will make them ®eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their
daughters, and they will eat one another's flesh in the siege and in the
distress with which their enemies and those who seek their life will distress
them."

10"Then you will break the ®jar in the sight of the men who accompany you



11and say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Just so will I ©break this
people and this city, even as one breaks a potter's vessel, which no one
cannot again repair; and they will ®bury in Topheth because they can find
no other place for burial.

120 1 will treat this place and its inhabitants like this," declares the LORD,
"so as to make this city like Topheth.

13" The ®Bhouses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will
become “Sdefiled like the place Topheth, because of all the “Phouses on
whose rooftops they burned sacrifices to Fall the heavenly host and
ABpoured out drink offerings to other gods."™

“Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the LORD had sent him to
prophesy; and he stood in the ®Scourt of the LORD'S house and said to all
the people:

15"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I intend to bring
on this city and all its towns the entire calamity that I have declared against
it, because they have ®¥stiffened their necks so “Pas not to heed My
words.""
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Pashhur Persecutes Jeremiah

lWhen Pashhur the priest, the son of ®Immer, who served as ®chief
officer in the house of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things,

2Pashhur had Jeremiah the prophet (©beaten and put him in the ®stocks
that stood at the upper ©'Benjamin Gate, which stood by the house of the
LORD.

30n the next day, when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks,
Jeremiah said to him, " The LORD has not called you, but rather 2©Magor-
missabib.

“"For thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I intend to make you a @terror to
yourself and to all your friends; and while Pyour eyes look on, they will fall
by the sword of their enemies So I will @give over all Judah to the hand of



the king of Babylon, and he will carry them away as ®exiles to Babylon and
will slay them with the sword.

>T will also give over all the Pwealth of this city, all its produce and all its
costly things; even all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will give over to
the ™hand of their enemies, and they will plunder them, take them away
and bring them to Babylon.

®And you, ®Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into captivity;
and you will enter Babylon, and there you will die and there people will bury
you , you and all your ©friends to whom you have ®falsely prophesied."

Jeremiah's Complaint

’0 LORD, You have deceived me and I became deceived;
You have @overcome me and prevailed
I have become a ®laughingstock all day long;
Everyone ®mocks me.
8For each time I speak, I cry aloud;
I Dproclaim violence and destruction,
Because for me the ®word of the LORD has resulted
In reproach and derision all day long.
But if I say, "I will not ®remember Him
Or speak anymore in His name,"
Then in Wmy heart it becomes like a burning fire
Shut up in my bones;
And I feel weary of holding it in,
And ®I cannot endure it.
%For M1 have heard the whispering of many,
"@Terror on every side!
(AA)Denounce him; yes, let us denounce him!"
All my “Btrusted friends,
Watching for my fall, say:
"Perhaps he will fall into deception, so that we may ““prevail against
him
And take our revenge on him."
1But the ®DLORD stays with me like a dread champion;
Therefore my “Epersecutors will stumble and not prevail
They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed,
With an ®Peverlasting disgrace that people will not forget.



12yet, O LORD of hosts, You who 4S)test the righteous,
Who see the mind and the heart;

Let me “H)see Your vengeance on them;
For ®Dto You I have set forth my cause.
13(8)sing to the LORD, praise the LORD!

For He has ®¥delivered the soul of the needy one
From the hand of evildoers.

4Cursed be the “Yday when my birth occurred;

Let the day not receive blessing when my mother bore me!
151 curse the man who brought the news
To my father, saying,

" You have a new baby boy born to you !"
And made him very happy.
1%Byt let that man resemble the cities
Which the LORD ®¥overthrew without ®!relenting,

And let him hear an “Qoutcry in the morning
And a shout of alarm at noon;

17Because he did not “Pkill me before birth,

So that my mother would have become my grave,
And her womb ever pregnant.

18Why did I ever come forth from the womb
To “Qlook on trouble and sorrow,

So that I have spent my “Rdays in “Sshame?
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Jeremiah's Message for Zedekiah

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD when )King Zedekiah
sent to him ®Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and (©Zephaniah the priest, the
son of Maaseiah, saying,

2"please (Pinquire of the LORD on our behalf, for ©Nebuchadnezzar king of
(B)Babylon wars against us; perhaps the LORD will deal with us ®according
to all His wonderful acts, so that the enemy will withdraw from us."

3Then Jeremiah said to them, "You shall say to Zedekiah as follows:

“Thus says the LORD God of Israel, "Behold, I intend to ®turn back the
weapons of war which you hold in your hands, with which you war against
the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans who besiege you outside the wall;
and I will ©gather them into the center of this city.

T DMyself will war against you with an ®outstretched hand and a mighty
arm, even in Panger and wrath and great indignation.

T will also strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast;
they will die of a great ®pestilence.

""Then afterwards," declares the LORD, "™ will give over Zedekiah king of
Judah and his servants and the people, even those who survive in this city
from the pestilence, the sword and the famine, into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their foes and into the
hand of those who seek their lives; and he will strike them down with the
edge of the sword He ©will not spare them nor have pity nor compassion."

8"You shall also say to this people, 'Thus says the LORD, "Behold, I Pset
before you the way of life and the way of death.

"He who ‘Qdwells in this city will die by the ®sword and by famine and by
pestilence; but he who goes out and falls away to the Chaldeans who
besiege you will live, and he will have his own life as booty.

0"Eor I have ©set My face against this city for harm and not for good,"
declares the LORD "I will given this city into the hand of the king of Babylon
and he will @burn it with fire.™



1"Then say to the household of the “king of Judah, 'Hear the word of the
LORD,

120 Whouse of David, thus says the LORD:
"XAdminister justice every Ymorning;
And deliver the person who has become robbed from the power of his
oppressor,
(©That My wrath may not go forth like fire
And “burn with none to extinguish it,
Because of the evil of their deeds.
13vBehold, ®®)I declare myself against you, O “Svalley dweller,
O rocky plain," declares the LORD,
"You men who say, '®®Who will come down against us?
Or who will enter into our habitations?'
4Byt I will punish you “®®according to the results of your deeds,"
declares the LORD,
"And I will ®®kindle a fire in its forest
That it may devour all its environs."""
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Warning of Jerusalem's Fall

Thus says the LORD, "Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and
there speak this word

2and say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, who ®sits on
David's throne, you and your servants and your people who enter these
gates.

3Thus says the LORD, "®Do justice and righteousness, and deliver the one
whom the oppressor has robbed. Also (®do not mistreat or do violence to
the stranger, the orphan, or the widow; and do not ®shed innocent blood in
this place.

“"For if you men will indeed perform this thing, then ©kings will enter the
gates of this house, sitting in David's place on his throne, riding in chariots
and on horses, even the king himself and his servants and his people.



>"(@Byt if you will not obey these words, I Pswear by Myself," declares the
LORD, "that this house will become a desolation."""

®For thus says the LORD concerning the house of the king of Judah:
"You resemble PGilead to Me,
Like the summit of Lebanon;
Yet most assuredly I will make you like a Pwilderness,
Like cities which people do not inhabit.

""For I will set apart ®'destroyers against you,

Each with his weapons;
And they will ®cut down your choicest cedars
And ™throw them on the fire.

8"Many nations will pass by this city; and they will ™say to one another,
'Why has the LORD done thus to this great city?'

"Then they will answer, 'Because they Yforsook the covenant of the LORD
their God and bowed down to other gods and served them."
10®)DPo not weep for the dead or mourn for him,
But weep continually for the one who goes away;
For @he will never return
Or see his native land.

1For thus says the LORD in regard to ®Shallum the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, who became king in the place of Josiah his father, who went forth
from this place, "He will never return there;

12phut in the place where they led him captive, there he will &die and not
see this land again.

Messages about the Kings

13"Woe to him who builds his house Pwithout righteousness
And his upper rooms without justice,
Who uses his neighbor's services without pay
And Pdoes not give him his wages,
“Who says, 'T will ®build myself a roomy house
With spacious upper rooms,
And cut out its windows,
Paneling it with “cedar and painting it bright red.’
15'Do you become a king because you compete in cedar?
Did not your father eat and drink
And ®do justice and righteousness?
Then it seemed Pwell with him.



16"He pled the cause of the @afflicted and needy;
Then it became well
Does that not suggest what it means to know Me?"
Declares the LORD.

17"But your eyes and your heart
Have become intent only upon your own “®dishonest gain,
And on “%shedding innocent blood
And on practicing oppression and extortion."

18Therefore thus says the LORD in regard to ‘“?Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah,
"They will not ®®lament for him:
'@BAlas, my brother!" or, 'Alas, sister!
They will not lament for him:
'Alas for the master!' or, 'Alas for his splendor!"
19"His people will bury him with a donkey's burial,
Dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.
20"Go up to Lebanon and cry out,
And lift up your voice in Bashan;
Cry out also from “®PAbarim,
For all your “Dlovers I have crushed.
21nT spoke to you in your prosperity;
But “Yyou said, 'I will not listen!"
(AK)This has served as your practice ““from your youth,
That you have not obeyed My voice.
22"The wind will sweep away all your ®shepherds,
And your ®Yjovers will go into captivity;
Then you will surely feel shame and humiliation
Because of all your wickedness.
23"You who dwell in Lebanon,
Nested in the cedars,
How you will groan when pangs come upon you,
(AP)pain like a woman in childbirth!

24"As T live," declares the LORD, "even though 22 Coniah the son of
Jehoiakim king of Judah resembled a “®signet ring on My right hand, yet I
would pull you off;

2>and I will ®S)give you over into the hand of those who seek your life, yes,
into the hand of those whom you dread, even into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26n1 will “Dhurl you and your ®Ymother who bore you into another country
where you did not have your nativity, and there you will die.



27"But as for the land to which they desire to return, they will not return to
it.
28" Has this man Coniah become a despised, shattered jar?
Or has he become an ®Yundesirable vessel?
Why has the Lord cast him out and hurled his descendants out
And cast into a ®¥land that they had not known?
29n(AY) |and, land, land,
Hear the word of the LORD!

30"Thus says the LORD,
'"Write this man down 4%childless,
A man who will ®®not prosper in his days;
For no man of his (8 descendants will prosper
Sitting on the throne of David
Or ruling again in Judah."
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The Coming Messiah: the Righteous Branch

In®Woe to the shepherds who ®destroy and scatter the (“sheep of My
pasture!" declares the LORD.

*Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning the shepherds who
tend My people: "You have scattered My flock and driven them away, and
have not attended to them; behold, I will soon Pattend to you for the ®euvil
of your deeds," declares the LORD.

3"Then I Myself will ®gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries
where I have driven them and bring them back to their pasture, and they
will grow fruitful and multiply.

“'T will also raise up ‘©shepherds over them and they will tend them; and
they will ®not fear any longer, nor have terror, ‘“nor will any turn up
missing," declares the LORD.
>"Behold, the @days will come," declares the LORD,
"When I will raise up for David a righteous ®Branch;
And He will Preign as king and act wisely
And Mdo justice and righteousness in the land.
®"In His days Judah will have salvation,



And Misrael will dwell securely;
And this we recognize His (Yname by which we call Him,
'The ®LORD our righteousness.'

"QTherefore behold, the days will come," declares the LORD, "when they
will no longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel
from the land of Egypt,’

8®)put, 'As the LORD lives, who &)brought up and led back the descendants
of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries
where I had driven them.' Then they will live on their own soil."

False Prophets Denounced

°As for the prophets:
My Dheart breaks within me,
All my bones tremble;
I have become like a drunken man,
Even like a man overcome with wine,
Because of the LORD
And because of His holy words.
OFor the land has become full of Yadulterers;
For the land “mourns because of the curse
The Wpastures of the wilderness have dried up.
Their course also has also become evil
And their might does not bring about right.
vEor ®poth prophet and priest have polluted themselves;
Even in My house I have found their wickedness," declares the LORD.
12 Therefore their way will resemble Wslippery paths to them,
I will drive them away into the ¥)gloom and fall down in it;
For I will bring ®®calamity upon them,
The year of their punishment," declares the LORD.
13"Moreover, among the prophets of Samaria I saw an “Boffensive thing:
They “Sprophesied by Baal and “®led My people Israel astray.
14"Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a “Bhorrible thing:
The committing of “Padultery and walking in falsehood;
And they strengthen the hands of “®evildoers,
So that no one has turned back from his wickedness
All of them have become to Me like ®Sodom,
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

15"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets,
'Behold, I intend to “Pfeed them wormwood
And make them drink poisonous water,



For from the prophets of Jerusalem
Pollution has gone forth into all the land.™
*Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"(ADo not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you
They lead you into futility;
They speak a ®Yvision of their own imagination,
Not “®from the mouth of the LORD.
17"They keep saying to those who “Ndespise Me,
'The LORD has said, "®YYou will have peace"’;
And as for everyone who walks in the “P'stubbornness of his own
heart,
They say, '"®@Calamity will not come upon you.'
18yt ABwho has stood in the council of the LORD,
That he should see and hear His word?
Who has given ®>heed to His word and listened?
19"Behold, the “Dstorm of the LORD has gone forth in wrath,
Even a whirling tempest;
It will swirl down on the head of the wicked.
20The Yanger of the LORD will not turn back
Until He has ®Yperformed and carried out the purposes of His heart;
(AW)Tn the last days you will clearly understand it.
21n(A)1 did not send these prophets,
But they ran.
I did not speak to them,
But they prophesied.
22vBut if they had “Ystood in My council,
Then they would have “®Yannounced My words to My people,
And would have turned them back from their evil way
And from the evil of their deeds.
23"Am I a God who remains ®¥near," declares the LORD,
"And not a God far off?
24"Can a man ®®hide himself in hiding places
So I do not see him?" declares the LORD
"€9Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD.

25'T have BDheard what the prophets have said who (®®prophesy falsely in
My name, saying, 'I had a 8®dream, I had a dream!'

26"How long? Can anything emanate from the hearts of the prophets who
prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the %deception of their own
heart,



2’who intend to ®®make My people forget My name by their dreams which
they relate to one another, just as their fathers ®’forgot My name because
of Baal?

28"The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has
DMy word speak My word in truth ®What does straw have in common
with grain?" declares the LORD.

29" Does not My word resemble a ®Yfire?" declares the LORD, "and like a
EMhammer which shatters a rock?

30"Therefore behold, Y] resist the prophets," declares the LORD, "who
steal My words from each other.

31"Behold, I resist the prophets," declares the LORD, "who use their tongues
and declare, 'The Lord declares.'

32"Behold, I resist those who have prophesied 9false dreams," declares
the LORD, "and related them and led My people astray by their falsehoods
and ®®reckless boasting; yet 91 did not send them or command them, nor
do they ®®furnish this people the slightest benefit," declares the LORD.

33"Now when this people or the prophet or a priest asks you saying, ' Can
you give us oracle of the LORD?' then you shall say to them, 'What oracle?'
The LORD declares, 'I will ®Pabandon you.'

3*"Then as for the prophet or the priest or the people who say, 'The
BYoracle of the LORD,"' I will bring punishment upon that man and his
household.

35"Thus will each of you say to his neighbor and to his brother, '®YWhat has
the LORD answered?' or, 'What has the LORD spoken?'

38"Eor you will no longer remember the oracle of the LORD, because every
man's own word will become the oracle, and you have ®¥perverted the
words of the ®¥living God, the LORD of hosts, our God.

37"Thus you will say to that prophet, 'What has the LORD answered you?"'
and, 'What has the LORD spoken?'

38"Eor if you say, 'The oracle of the LORD!" surely thus says the LORD,
'Because you said this word, "The oracle of the LORD!" I have also sent to
you, saying, "You shall not say, 'The oracle of the LORD!""



3"Therefore behold, YT will surely forget you and cast you away from My
presence, along with the city which I gave you and your fathers.

40T will put an everlasting ®®reproach on you and an everlasting
humiliation which people will not forget."
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Baskets of Figs and the Returnees

IAfter @Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah
the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the officials of Judah with the
craftsmen and smiths from Jerusalem and had brought them to Babylon, the
LORD showed me: behold, two ®baskets of figs set before the temple of the
LORD!

20One basket had very good figs, like “first-ripe figs, and the other basket
had ®very bad figs which people could not eat due to rottenness.

3Then the LORD said to me, "®What do you see, Jeremiah?" And I said,
"Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad figs, very bad, which people
cannot eat due to rottenness."

“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

>"Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'Like these good figs, so I will regard
(Bas good the captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the
land of the Chaldeans.

®For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will “bring them again to
this land; and I will ®build them up and not overthrow them, and I will
Dplant them and not pluck them up.

/T will give them a @heart to know Me, for I proclaim Myself the LORD; and
I will regard them )My people, and I will serve as their God, for they will
Ureturn to Me with their whole heart.

8'But like the ™bad figs which people cannot eat due to rottenness--
indeed, thus says the LORD--so I will abandon YZedekiah king of Judah and



his officials, and the Yremnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land and the
ones who dwell in the land of ®Egypt.

oT will @make them a terror and an evil for all the kingdoms of the earth,
as a ®reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a ©curse in all places where I
will scatter them.

107 will send the Psword, the famine and the pestilence upon them until
they have become destroyed from the land which I gave to them and their
forefathers."
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Prophecy of the Captivity

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the
BAfourth year of ®Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah ( the “first
year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),

2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the (®people of Judah and to all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying,

3"From the ®thirteenth year of ®Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah,
even to this day, these ©twenty-three years the word of the LORD has
come to me, and I have spoken to you Pagain and again, but you have not
listened.

“"And the LORD has sent to you all His ¥servants the prophets again and
again, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear,

>saying, 'PTurn now everyone from his evil way and from the evil of your
deeds, and dwell on the land which the LORD has given to you and your
forefathers ®forever and ever;

®and (®do not go after other gods to serve them and to worship them, and
do not provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, and I will do you
no harm.'

""Yet you have not listened to Me," declares the LORD, "in order that you
might ®provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands to your own
harm.



8"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Because you have not obeyed My
words,

behold, I will Msend and take all the families of the north,' declares the
LORD, 'and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, (©My servant,
and will bring them against this land and against its inhabitants and against
all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and ®make
them a horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation.

0'Moreover, I will @take from them the voice of joy and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the
®sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp.

11&)This whole land will become a desolation and a horror, and these

nations will serve the king of Babylon Pseventy years.
Babylon Will Receive Judgment

12Then ®when seventy years have passed I will ®punish the king of
Babylon and that nation,' declares the LORD, 'for their iniquity, and the land
of the Chaldeans; and “YI will make it an everlasting desolation.

137 will bring upon that land all My words which I have pronounced against
it, all that we read in ®this book which Jeremiah has prophesied against
Mall the nations.

' (For ®many nations and great kings will make slaves of them, even

them; and I will ®recompense them according to their deeds and according
to the work of their hands.)"

15For thus the LORD, the God of Israel, says to me, "Take this ®®cup of the
wine of wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom I send you to
drink it.

18 They will A9drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I
will send among them."

17Then I took the cup from the LORD'S hand and “®made all the nations to
whom the LORD sent me drink it:

18(48)jerusalem and the cities of Judah and its kings and its princes, to make
them a ruin, a horror, a hissing and a curse, as we still do to this day;

1948 pharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his princes and all his people;



20and all the ®®foreign people, all the kings of the ®®|and of Uz, all the
kings of the land of the ADPhilistines (even Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron and the
remnant of “YAshdod);

21AEdom, “YMoab and the sons of ®™Ammon;

2and all the kings of ¥ Tyre, all the kings of Sidon and the kings of ®Ythe
coastlands which lie beyond the sea;

23and ®®Dedan, Tema, A9Buz and all who ®®cut the corners of their hair;

24and all the kings of ®®Arabia and all the kings of the “Pforeign people
who dwell in the desert;

2>and all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of ®YElam and all the kings of
AMedia;

26and all the kings of the north, near and far, one with another; and W3l
the kingdoms of the earth which lie upon the face of the ground, and the
king of ®®¥Sheshach shall drink after them.

27"you shall say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel,
"@)Drink, be drunk, vomit, fall and rise no more because of the “?sword
which I will send among you.™

28"And it will come to pass, if they ®refuse to take the cup from your hand
to drink, then you will say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "®®You
shall surely drink!

29"Eor behold, I begin to work calamity in this city which they call by My
name, and shall you remain completely free from punishment? You will not
remain free from punishment; for 881 summon a sword against all the
inhabitants of the earth," declares the LORD of hosts.'

30"Therefore you shall prophesy against them all these words, and you shall
say to them,
'The ®OLORD will ®®roar from on high
And utter His voice from His holy habitation;
He will roar mightily against His fold.
He will shout like those who tread the grapes,
Against all the inhabitants of the earth.
3L'A clamor has come to the end of the earth,
Because the LORD has (®%a controversy with the nations
He has entered into ®Pjudgment with all flesh;



As for the wicked, He has given them to the sword,' declares the
LORD."
32Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"Behold, evil goes forth
From ®nation to nation,
And a great ®¥storm stirs up
From the remotest parts of the earth.

33"Those (®Yslain by the LORD on that day will come from one end of the
earth to the other People will not lament, gather, or bury them; they will
resmble ®¥Ydung on the face of the ground.
3*"\Wail, you shepherds, and cry;
And 9wallow in ashes, you masters of the flock;
For the days of your ®®slaughter and your dispersions have come,
And you will fall like a choice vessel.
351(BAF|ight will perish from the shepherds,
And escape from the masters of the flock.
3®"Hear the sound of the cry of the shepherds,
And the wailing of the masters of the flock!
For the LORD has destroyed their pasture,
37"And the peaceful ®folds have become silent
Because of the ®>fjerce anger of the LORD.
38"He has left His hiding place ®Plike the lion;
For their land has become a horror
Because of the fierceness of the oppressing sword
And because of His fierce anger."
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Cities of Judah Warned

Tn the beginning of the reign of ®Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, this word came from the LORD, saying,

2"Thus says the LORD, '"®Stand in the court of the LORD'S house, and
speak to all the cities of Judah who have ©come to worship in the LORD'S
house ‘Pall the words that I have commanded you to speak to them ©Do
not omit a word!

3'Bperhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that (¢’
may repent of the calamity which I plan to do to them because of the evil of
their deeds.'

“"And you will say to them, 'Thus says the LORD, "®If you will not listen to
Me, to Pwalk in My law which I have set before you,

>to listen to the words of @My servants the prophets, whom I have sent you
again and again, but you have not listened;

®then I will make this house like ®)Shiloh, and this city I will make a ®curse
to all the nations of the earth."™

A Plot to Murder Jeremiah

"The Mpriests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the house of the LORD.

8When Jeremiah finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to
speak to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people
seized him, saying, "™You must die!

"Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD saying, 'This house
will resemble like Shiloh and this city will become @desolate, without
inhabitant'?" And ®all the people gathered about Jeremiah in the house of
the LORD.

when the @officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the
king's house to the house of the LORD and sat in the ®entrance of the New
Gate of the LORD'S house.



1Then the priests and the prophets &)spoke to the officials and to all the
people, saying, "A Mdeath sentence for this man! For he has prophesied
Wagainst this city as you have heard in your hearing."

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and to all the people, saying,
"MThe LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all
the words that you have heard.

13"Now therefore Wamend your ways and your deeds and obey the voice of
the LORD your God; and the LORD will change His mind about the
misfortune which He has pronounced against you.

14"But as for me, behold, ®I yield myself to you; do with me as you feel
good and right in your sight.

15'0Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
Minnocent blood on yourselves, and on this city and on its inhabitants; for
truly the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing."

They Spare Jeremiah

1%Then the officials and all the people ‘¥said to the priests and to the
prophets, "No ®®death sentence for this man! For he has spoken to us in
the name of the LORD our God."

Then ®®some of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the
assembly of the people, saying,

18n(A9Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah;
and he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, 'Thus the LORD of hosts has
said,

"(AD)Zjon will become plowed as a field,

And Jerusalem will become ruins,

And the “B)mountain of the house as the high places of a forest.

19"Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not
(AB)fear the LORD and entreat the favor of the LORD, and “the LORD
changed His mind about the misfortune which He had pronounced against
them? But we have committed a great evil against ourselves."

20Tndeed, there lived also a man who prophesied in the name of the LORD,
Uriah the son of Shemaiah from “DKiriath-jearim; and he prophesied against
this city and against this land words similar to all those of Jeremiah.



2lWhen King Jehoiakim and all his mighty men and all the officials heard his
words, then the “Yking sought to put him to death; but Uriah heard it, and
he feared and “®fled and went to Egypt.

2Then King Jehoiakim sent men to Egypt: ®DElnathan the son of Achbor
and certain men with him went into Egypt.

23And they brought Uriah from Egypt and led him to King Jehoiakim, who
(AMslew him with a sword and cast his dead body into the burial place of the
common people.

2But the hand of ®MAhikam the son of Shaphan stayed with Jeremiah, so
that they did “Pnot give him into the hands of the people to put him to
death.
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NASB E-Prime DFM

The Nations to Submit to Nebuchadnezzar

In the beginning of the reign of ¥Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying--

’thus says the LORD to me--"Make for yourself ®bonds and ©)yokes and
put them on your neck,

3and send word to the king of ®’Edom, to the king of ®'Moab, to the king of
the sons of ®Ammon, to the king of ©Tyre and to the king of ¥’Sidon by
the messengers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah.

“"Command them to go to their masters, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, thus you shall say to your masters,

>"(DI have made the earth, the men and the beasts which live on the face of
the earth Yby My great power and by My outstretched arm, and I will ®give
it to the one who pleases My sight.



®*"Now I Phave given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, ™My servant, and I have given him also the ®wild animals of
the field to serve him.

"QA|l the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson ®until the
time of his own land comes; then Ymany nations and great kings will make
him their servant.

8Tt will occur, that the nation or the kingdom which ®will not serve him,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and which will not put its neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the ©sword, with
famine and with pestilence," declares the LORD, "until I have destroyed it by
his hand.

"But as for you, Pdo not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your
dreamers, your soothsayers or your sorcerers who speak to you, saying,
'You will not serve the king of Babylon.'

10"For they prophesy a Ylie to you in order to ®remove you far from your
land; and I will drive you out and you will perish.

"Byt the nation which will Wbring its neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon and serve him, I will ®let remain on its land," declares the LORD,
"and they will till it and dwell in it."™

121 spoke words like all these to WZedekiah king of Judah, saying, "Bring
your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him and his
people, and live!

B3"why will you ®die, you and your people, by the sword, famine and
pestilence, as the LORD has spoken to that nation which will not serve the
king of Babylon?

l4ngo AAdo not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you,
saying, 'You will not serve the king of Babylon,' for they prophesy a “®lie to
you;

for (A91 have not sent them," declares the LORD, "but they “Pprophesy
falsely in My name, in order that I may “Edrive you out and that you may
perish, ®®you and the prophets who prophesy to you."

1%Then I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, "Thus says the
LORD: Do not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you,



saying, 'Behold, we will now shortly bring the ®®)vessels of the LORD'S
house again from Babylon'; for they prophesy a ®¥lie to you.

17"Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon, and live! Why should
this city “Pbecome a ruin?

18rgyt Aif they do prophesy, and if they have the word of the LORD with
them, let them now ®®entreat the LORD of hosts that the vessels which
remain in the house of the LORD, in the house of the king of Judah and in
Jerusalem may not go to Babylon.

19"For thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the ®Ypillars, concerning the
sea, concerning the stands and concerning the rest of the vessels that
remain in this city,

2O\which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not take when he ®®carried
into exile Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, from Jerusalem to
Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem.

?Inyes, thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the
vessels that remain in the house of the LORD and in the house of the king of
Judah and in Jerusalem,

22'They will carry them to Babylon and they will remain there until the
(A9day I visit them,' declares the LORD 'Then I will ®®bring them back and
restore them to this place."

Jeremiah 28
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Hananiah's False Prophecy

Now in the same year, ®in the beginning of the reign of ®Zedekiah king
of Judah, in the fourth year, in the fifth month, “Hananiah the son of Azzur,
the prophet, who came from ®Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the
LORD in the presence of the priests and all the people, saying,

2"E)Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'I have broken the yoke
of the king of Babylon.



3'Within two years I will bring back to this place ®all the vessels of the
LORD'S house, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this
place and carried to Babylon.

41 will also bring back to this place YJeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, and all the Pexiles of Judah who went to Babylon,' declares the
LORD, 'for I will break the Qyoke of the king of Babylon."

>Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence
of the priests and in the presence of all the people who stood in the ®house
of the LORD,

®and the prophet Jeremiah said, "WAmen! May the LORD do so; may the
LORD confirm your words which you have prophesied to bring back the
vessels of the LORD'S house and all the exiles, from Babylon to this place.

"Yet Mhear now this word which I intend to speak in your hearing and in
the hearing of all the people!

8"The prophets who preached before me and before you from ancient times
Mprophesied against many lands and against great kingdoms, of war and of
calamity and of pestilence.

*"The prophet who prophesies of peace, (Ywhen the word of the prophet
comes to pass, then that prophet they will know as one whom the LORD has
truly sent."

1%Then Hananiah the prophet took the ®yoke from the neck of Jeremiah the
prophet and broke it.

1Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, "@Thus says the
LORD, 'Even so will I break within two full years the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon from the neck of all the nations.' Then the prophet
Jeremiah went his way.

12The ®word of the LORD came to Jeremiah after Hananiah the prophet had
broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,

13Go and speak to Hananiah, saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "You have
broken the yokes of wood, but you have made instead of them &)yokes of
iron."

For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "I have put a Pyoke
of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar



king of Babylon; and they will @serve him And ™I have also given him the
beasts of the field.""

1>Then Jeremiah the prophet said to Hananiah the prophet, "Listen now,
Hananiah, the LORD has not sent you, and “Yyou have made this people
trust in a lie.

18" Therefore thus says the LORD, "®'Behold, I will shortly remove you from
the face of the earth This year you will ¥die, because you have ®counseled
rebellion against the LORD."

17So Hananiah the prophet died in the same year in the seventh month.
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Message to the Exiles

Now these constitute the words of the ®letter which Jeremiah the prophet
sent from Jerusalem to the rest of the elders of the exile, the priests, the
prophets and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

%(This occured after King ®Jeconiah and the ‘“queen mother, the court
officials, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen and the smiths
had departed from Jerusalem.)

® Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of ‘®Hilkiah, whom

Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
sent the letter, saying,

“"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I
have ®sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon,



>®Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce.

®Take ©wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take
wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may
bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease.

/"Mseek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and ®pray
to the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.'

8"For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Do not let your
Dprophets who live in your midst and your diviners ®'deceive you, and do
not listen to (®the dreams which they dream.

> For they ®prophesy falsely to you in My name; ™I have not sent them,’
declares the LORD.

10"For thus says the LORD, 'When @seventy years have reached completion
for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My ®good word to you, to bring you
back to this place.

WEor I know the @plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for
®welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a ©hope.

12Then you will Pcall upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will Plisten
to you.

Byou will ®seek Me and find Me when you Wsearch for Me with all your
heart.

4 You will find me,' declares the LORD, 'and I will ®restore your fortunes
and will ®gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I
have driven you,' declares the LORD, 'and I will “»bring you back to the
place from where I sent you into exile.'

15"Because you have said, 'The LORD has raised up “®prophets for us in
Babylon'--

1%for thus says the LORD concerning the king who sits on the throne of
David, and concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your brothers
who did ®“not go with you into exile--

thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Behold, I send upon them the “Psword,
famine and pestilence, and I will make them like E)split-open figs that
cannot be eaten due to rottenness.



187 will pursue them with the sword, with famine and with pestilence; and I
will ®®make them a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to become a
(AScurse and a horror and a “®hissing, and a reproach among all the
nations where I have driven them,

Ypecause they have ®Pnot listened to My words,' declares the LORD, 'which
I sent to them again and again by My servants the prophets; but you did
not listen,' declares the LORD.

20nyou, therefore, hear the word of the LORD, all you exiles, whom I have
(Asent away from Jerusalem to Babylon.

2I"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son
of Kolaiah and concerning Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who “prophesy
to you falsely in My name, 'Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will slay them before your eyes.

22'Because of them , the exiles who live in Babylon will learn a curse,
saying, "May the LORD make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the
king of Babylon “Mroasted in the fire,

Z3pecause they have “Qacted foolishly in Israel, and ®®have committed
adultery with their neighbors' wives and have “%spoken words in My name
falsely, which I did not command them; and I proclaim myself as He who
(BR)knows and serves as a witness," declares the LORD."

2To ®9Shemaiah the Nehelamite you shall speak, saying,

25"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Because you have sent
(AD|etters in your own name to all the people who are in Jerusalem, and to
(AVzephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, and to all the priests, saying,

26"The LORD has made you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, to serve as
the ®overseer in the house of the LORD over every ®Ymadman who
AX)prophesies, to “Yput him in the stocks and in the iron collar,

*’now then, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of “¥Anathoth who
prophesies to you?

28"For he has (®¥sent to us in Babylon, saying, 'The exile will last a long
time; 9build houses and live in them and plant gardens and eat their
produce.'""

29(BD)zephaniah the priest read this letter to Jeremiah the prophet.



30Then came the word of the LORD to Jeremiah, saying,

31"Send to ®Pall the exiles, saying, 'Thus says the LORD concerning
(BEShemaiah the Nehelamite, "Because Shemaiah has ©®prophesied to you,
although I did not send him, and he has ®®made you trust in a lie,"

32therefore thus says the LORD, "Behold, I will soon ®Ppunish Shemaiah the
Nehelamite and his descendants; he will ®not have anyone living among
this people, ®and he will not see the good that I will soon do to My
people," declares the LORD, "because he has ®Ypreached rebellion against
the LORD."""
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Deliverance from Captivity Promised
The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2"Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, '®Write all the words which I have
spoken to you in a book.

3'For behold, ®days will come,' declares the LORD, 'when I will ©restore
the fortunes of My people (®PIsrael and Judah ' The LORD says, 'I will also
®bring them back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall
possess it."

“Now these words the LORD spoke concerning Israel and concerning Judah:

>"For thus says the LORD,

'T have heard a sound of ®terror,
Of dread, and you can find no peace.

®'Ask now, and see
If a male can give birth.
Why do I see every man
With his hands on his loins, ¥as a woman in childbirth?
And why have all faces turned pale?

7'Alas! for that ®day seems great,
None can compare to it;



And it has come the time of Jacob's Pdistress,
But he will receive deliverance from it.

81t shall come about on that day,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'that I will
Ubreak his yoke from off their neck and will tear off their ®bonds; and
strangers will no longer Wmake them their slaves.

9'But they shall serve the LORD their God and ‘“David their king, whom I
will raise up for them.
10®)Fear not, O Jacob My servant,' declares the LORD,
'And do not feel dismay, O Israel;
For behold, I will save you @from afar
And your offspring from the land of their captivity
And Jacob will return and will remain ®quiet and at ease,
And ®no one will make him afraid.
Eor M1 accompany you,' declares the LORD, 'to save you;
For I will @destroy completely all the nations where I have scattered
you,
Only I will ®not destroy you completely
But I will Wchasten you justly
And will by no means leave you unpunished.’
12'For thus says the LORD,
'Your wound has become incurable
And your ®¥injury has become serious.
13' No one pleads your cause;
No healing for your sore,
YNo recovery for you.
Al your Plovers have forgotten you,
They do not seek you;
For I have ®wounded you with the wound of an enemy,
With the “Bpunishment of a ““cruel one,
Because your ®Qiniquity has become great
And your ““Blsins have grown numerous.
15Why do you cry out over your injury?
Your pain no one can cure.
Because your iniquity has grown so great
And your sins have grown numerous,
I have done these things to you.
18 Therefore all who “F'devour you will become devoured;
And all your adversaries, every one of them, “9will go into captivity;
And those who plunder you will also find themselves plundered,
And all who prey upon you I will give for prey.
17'Eor 1 will restore you to “®health
And I will heal you of your wounds,' declares the LORD,



'Because they have called you an “Poutcast, saying:
"Here we see Zion; no one cares for her."'

Restoration of Jacob

18"Thus says the LORD,
'Behold, I will @restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob
And ®®have compassion on his dwelling places;
And the ®Ycity people will rebuild on its ruin,
And the ®™palace will stand on its rightful place.
19"From them will proceed “Mthanksgiving
And the voice of those who “9celebrate;
And I will ®®multiply them and they will not diminish;
I will also ®@honor them and they will not remain insignificant.
20'Their children also will multiply as formerly,
And their congregation shall become ®®established before Me;
And I will punish all their oppressors.
2bTheir ASjeader shall come from one of them,
And their ruler shall come forth from their midst;
And I will ®Dbring him near and he shall approach Me;
For who would dare to risk his life to ®Yapproach Me?' declares the
LORD.
22 T shall call you @My people,
And you will call Me your God."
23Behold, the ®Wtempest of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
A sweeping tempest;
It will burst on the head of the wicked.
*“The ®Xfierce anger of the LORD will not turn back
Until He has performed and until He has accomplished
The intent of His heart;
In the ®Yatter days you will understand this.
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Israel's Mourning Turned to Joy

Inat that time," declares the LORD, "You will call me the ®God of all the
®families of Israel, and I shall call them My people."
>Thus says the LORD,
"The people who survived the sword
©Found grace in the wilderness--
Israel, when it went to ®find its rest."
3The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying,

"I have ®loved you with an everlasting love;
Therefore I have drawn you with ®Plovingkindness.
4@ Aagain I will build you and you will rebuild your family,

O virgin of Israel!
Again you will take up your ®tambourines,
And go forth to the dances of the ®merrymakers.
>"Again you will Pplant vineyards
On the hills of Samaria;
The planters will plant
And will enjoy them.
®"For there will come a day when watchmen
On the hills of Ephraim call out,
'Arise, and ®let us go up to Zion,
To the LORD our God."
’For thus says the LORD,
"Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
And shout among the ®chief of the nations;
Proclaim, give praise and say,
'0 LORD, Wsave Your people,
The @remnant of Israel.'
8"Behold, I bring them from the north country,
And I will @gather them from the remote parts of the earth,
Among them the ®blind and the ®)lame,
The woman with child and she who labors with child, together;
A great company, they will return here.
n(DWwith weeping they will come,
And by supplication I will lead them;
I will make them walk by Ystreams of waters,
On a straight path in which they will ®not stumble;
For I have become a Wfather to Israel,
And Ephraim I consider ®'My firstborn."



OHear the word of the LORD, O nations,
And declare in the ®coastlands afar off,
And say, "He who scattered Israel will ‘¥gather him
And keep him as a ®shepherd keeps his flock."

1For the LORD has ““®ransomed Jacob
And redeemed him from the hand of him who seemed “®stronger

than he.

12 They will ®2come and shout for joy on the Bheight of Zion,
And they will have “Pradiance over the bounty of the LORD--
Over the “®grain and the new wine and the oil,

And over the young of the ®®flock and the herd;
And their life will resemble a ®Pwatered garden,
And they will ®@never languish again.
13'Then the virgin will rejoice in the “%dance,
And the young men and the old, together,
For I will ®Yturn their mourning into joy
And will comfort them and give them “™joy for their sorrow.
L1 will fill the soul of the priests with abundance,
And My people will have satisfaction with My goodness," declares the
LORD.
1>Thus says the LORD,
"(A9) We hear a voice in “®Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter weeping
Rachel weeps for her children;
She ®Qrefuses comfort for her grieving for her children,
Because ®®they no longer live."

1%Thus says the LORD,

"(AS)Restrain your voice from weeping
And your eyes from tears;
For your ®“Dwork will receive a reward," declares the LORD,
"And they will ®Yreturn from the land of the enemy.

17vyou have “Yhope for your future," declares the LORD,
"And your children will return to their own territory.

18'T have surely heard Ephraim “Y¥grieving,
'You have ®®)chastised me, and I received chastisement
Like an untrained ®Ycalf;
(A2)Bring me back that I may have restoration,
For I acknowledge You as the LORD my God.

9'For after I turned back, I ®®repented;
And after I received instruction, I ®®smote on my thigh;
I felt shamed and also humiliation
Because I bore the reproach of my youth.'

20nDid I not consider ®®Ephraim My dear son?



Does he not seem a delightful child?

Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him,

I certainly still remember him;

Therefore My ®Bheart yearns for him;

I will surely ®®have mercy on him," declares the LORD.
2Inget up for yourself roadmarks,

Place for yourself guideposts;

ES)Djrect your mind to the highway,

The way by which you went

(EBHReturn, O virgin of Israel,

Return to these your cities.
22"How long will you go here and there,

O Dfajthless daughter?

For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth--

A woman will encompass a man."

23Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Once again they will
speak this word in the land of Judah and in its cities when I ®restore their
fortunes,

'The LORD bless you, O ®®abode of righteousness,

0 ®Lholy hill!*

24judah and all its cities will ®Pdwell together in it, the farmer and they
who go about with flocks.

25n(BNEQr T satisfy the weary ones and refresh everyone who languishes."

26At this I B9awoke and looked, and my (®sleep became pleasant to me.
A New Covenant

27"Behold, days will come," declares the LORD, "when I will 9sow the
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and with the
seed of beast.

28"As T have B®watched over them to ®pluck up, to break down, to
overthrow, to destroy and to bring disaster, so I will watch over them to
EDpuild and to plant," declares the LORD.
29"Tn those days they will not say again,
'BUThe fathers have eaten sour grapes,
And the children's teeth have become set on edge.’

30ngut ®Yeveryone will die for his own iniquity; each man who eats the sour
grapes, his teeth will become set on edge.



3inEBWBehold, days will come," declares the LORD, "when I will make a
EBnew covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,

*not like the ®Ycovenant which I made with their fathers in the day I
B2took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My
(CAcovenant which they broke, although I served as a husband to them,"
declares the LORD.

3"But (Bthis covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those
days," declares the LORD, "“I will put My law within them and on their
heart I will write it; and they will acknowledge me as their God, and I shall
regard them as my people.

3*"They will “Enot teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his
brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all “®know Me, from the least
of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will Sforgive
their iniquity, and their “¥sin I will remember no more."
3>Thus says the LORD,
Who Dgives the sun for light by day
And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,
Who Dstirs up the sea so that its waves roar;
(€K)The LORD of hosts we know His name:
36n(CLIf this fixed order departs
From before Me," declares the LORD,
"Then the offspring of Israel also will “cease
From living as a nation before Me forever."

3’Thus says the LORD,
"CENIf  you can measure the heavens above
And the foundations of the earth searched out below,
Then I will also (“Dcast off all the offspring of Israel
For all that they have done," declares the LORD.

38"Behold, days will come," declares the LORD, "when you will rebuild the
(P)city for the LORD from the “QTower of Hananel to the ®’Corner Gate.

3"The (S)measuring line will go out farther straight ahead to the hill Gareb;
then it will turn to Goah.

40nAnd (“Dthe whole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and all the
fields as far as the brook ‘“YKidron, to the corner of the “YHorse Gate
toward the east, shall become “Yholy to the LORD; no one will pluck it up
or overthrow it anymore forever."
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Jeremiah Imprisoned

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the ®tenth year of
Zedekiah king of Judah, which we mark as the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar.

2Now at that time the army of the king of Babylon beseiged Jerusalem, and
he shut up Jeremiah the prophet in the ®court of the guard, which stood in
the house of the king of Judah,

3because Zedekiah king of Judah had ‘©shut him up, saying, "Why do you
©prophesy, saying, "©Thus says the LORD, "Behold, I intend to Pgive this
city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will take it;

“and Zedekiah king of Judah will ©not escape out of the hand of the
Chaldeans, but he will surely fall into the hand of the king of Babylon, and
he will ®speak with him face to face and see him eye to eye;

>and he will Ptake Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will remain there until I
visit him," declares the LORD "If you fight against the Chaldeans, you will
Dnot succeed"'?"

®And Jeremiah said, "The word of the LORD came to me, saying,

"'Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle will come to you, saying,
"Buy for yourself my field which stands at ®’Anathoth, for you have the
Lright of redemption to buy it."

8'Then Hanamel my uncle's son came to me in the ®court of the guard
according to the word of the LORD and said to me, 'Buy my field, please,
that stands at ™ Anathoth, which lies in the land of Benjamin; for you have
the right of possession and the redemption belongs to you; buy it for
yourself ' Then I knew that this came from the ©word of the LORD.

T bought the field which stood at Anathoth from Hanamel my uncle's son,
and I ®weighed out the silver for him, seventeen Yshekels of silver.

10n7 ®signed and ®sealed the deed, and Pcalled in witnesses, and weighed
out the silver on the scales.



1"Then I took the deeds of purchase, both the sealed copy containing the
Uterms and conditions and the open copy;

12and I gave the deed of purchase to ®Baruch the son of WNeriah, the son
of Mahseiah, in the sight of Hanamel my uncle's son and in the sight of the
witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, before all the Jews who sat in
the court of the guard.

13"And I commanded Baruch in their presence, saying,

' Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Take these deeds, this
sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an
earthenware jar, that they may last a long time."

15For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "®Houses and fields
and vineyards people will again buy in this land.""

Jeremiah Prays and God Explains

enAfter I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, then
I Wprayed to the LORD, saying,

17(2)Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have “®made the heavens and the earth by
Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! “B)Nothing proves too
difficult for You,

1Bwho ASshows lovingkindness to thousands, but “®repays the iniquity of
fathers into the bosom of their children after them, O “E)great and “Pmighty
God The ®S)LORD of hosts we acknowledge His name;

194" great in counsel and mighty indeed, whose “eyes open to all the
ways of the sons of men, “Ygiving to everyone according to his ways and
according to the fruit of his deeds;

2O0\who has @Kset signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, and even to this
day both in Israel and among mankind; and You have ®“made a name for
Yourself, as at this day.

21'you BMpbrought Your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and
with wonders, and with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm and
with great terror;

22and gave them this land, which You “N¥swore to their forefathers to give
them, a land flowing with milk and honey.



23 They “9came in and took possession of it, but they “Pdid not obey Your
voice or ®@walk in Your law; they have done nothing of all that You
commanded them to do; therefore You have made “R)al| this calamity come
upon them.

2“'Behold, the “Ssiege ramps have reached the city to take it; and the city
You have “Dgiven into the hand of the Chaldeans who fight against it,
because of the ®Ysword, the famine and the pestilence; and what You have
spoken has “Ycome to pass; and behold, You see it.

25'You have said to me, O Lord GOD, "Buy for yourself the field with money
and call in witnesses"--although the city I have given into the hand of the
Chaldeans.™

2Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,

2’"Behold, I proclaim Myself the LORD, the “YGod of all flesh; does
anything prove ®®too difficult for Me?"

28Therefore thus says the LORD, "Behold, I intend to “Ygive this city into
the hand of the Chaldeans and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and he will take it.

2"The Chaldeans who fight against this city will enter and %)set this city
on fire and burn it, with the ®®houses where people have offered incense to
Baal on their roofs and poured out drink offerings to other gods to provoke
Me to anger.

30"Tndeed the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah have done only ®®evil in
My sight from their youth; for the sons of Israel have only <provoked Me
to anger by the work of their hands," declares the LORD.

3"Indeed this city has proved to Me a ®®provocation of My anger and My
wrath from the day that they built it, even to this day, so that I should
remove it before My face,

32pecause of all the evil of the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah which
they have done to provoke Me to anger--they, their ®Pkings, their leaders,
their priests, their prophets, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

33"They have turned their back to Me and not their face; though I taught
them, ®Steaching again and again, they would not listen and receive
instruction.



3But they ©®®put their detestable things in the house which they call by My
name, to defile it.

35"They built the ®Phigh places of Baal that stand in the valley of Ben-
hinnom to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire to
®DMolech, which I had not commanded them nor had it entered My mind
that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

3¢"Now therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning this city of
which you say, 'God has given it into the hand of the king of Babylon by
sword, by famine and by pestilence.'

37"Behold, I will Ygather them out of all the lands to which I have driven
them in My anger, in My wrath and in great indignation; and I will bring
them back to this place and ®make them dwell in safety.

3"They shall call Me their God and I will call them my people;

3and I will 9give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me
always, for their own ®®good and for the good of their children after them.

40T will make an ®Yeverlasting covenant with them that I will ®®not turn
away from them, to do them good; and I will 8®put the fear of Me in their
hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.

4T will ®Drejoice over them to do them good and will faithfully ¥plant
them in this land with ®Yall My heart and with all My soul.

42'Eor thus says the LORD, "BWJust as I brought all this great disaster on
this people, so I will ®bring on them all the good that I promise them.

43 people will buy fields in this land of which you say, "®2It has become a
desolation, without man or beast; God has given it into the hand of the
Chaldeans."

““'Men will buy fields for money, “¥sign and seal deeds, and call in
witnesses in the “®land of Benjamin, in the environs of Jerusalem, in the
cities of Judah, in the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland
and in the cities of the [@Negev; for I will “restore their fortunes,' declares
the LORD."
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Restoration Promised

Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the second time, while he
remained ®confined in the court of the guard, saying,

2"Thus says ®the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to
establish it, the (LORD we call His name,

3®)call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you ®)great and mighty
things, ®which you do not know.'

“"For thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning the ©houses of this city,
and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah which they had broken
down to make a defense against the Ysiege ramps and against the sword,

>'While they come to ®fight with the Chaldeans and to fill them with the
corpses of men whom I have slain in My anger and in My wrath, and I have
Dhidden My face from this city because of all their wickedness:

®Behold, I will bring to it ®health and healing, and I will heal them; and I
will reveal to them an Yabundance of peace and truth.

T will ®restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel and will
Mrebuild them as they had first appeared.

81 will @cleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have sinned
against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned
against Me and by which they have transgressed against Me.

o2al1t will become to Me a ®name of joy, praise and glory before Qall the
nations of the earth which will hear of all the ®good that I do for them, and
they will ©fear and tremble because of all the good and all the peace that I
make for it.’

10"Thus says the LORD, 'Yet again people will hear in this place, of which
you say, "It has become a Pwaste, without man and without beast,"
namely, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem that have
become Pdesolate, without man and without inhabitant and without beast,

1the voice of ®joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who say,



"WGjve thanks to the LORD of hosts,

For the LORD does good,

For His lovingkindness lasts forever";

and of those who bring a ®thank offering into the house of the LORD.
For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they had appeared at first,' says
the LORD.

12'Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'There will again live in this place which has
become waste, Pwithout man or beast, and in all its cities, a habitation of
shepherds who rest their “flocks.

137n the ®Acities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland, in the cities
of the Negev, in the land of Benjamin, in the environs of Jerusalem and in
the cities of Judah, the flocks will again ®®pass under the hands of the one
who numbers them,' says the LORD.

The Davidic Kingdom

4Behold, ““days come,' declares the LORD, 'when I will @Pfulfill the good
word which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of
Judah.

151n those days and at that time I will cause a “Frighteous Branch of David
to spring forth; and He shall execute Pjustice and righteousness on the
earth.

187n those days %Judah will receive salvation and Jerusalem will dwell in
safety; and this name by which she will call ourselves: the ®YLORD we
regard as our righteousness.'

17"Eor thus says the LORD, 'David shall ®Pnever lack a man to sit on the
throne of the house of Israel;

18and the ®Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt
offerings, to burn grain offerings and to “®prepare sacrifices continually."

1The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,

20"Thus says the LORD, 'If you can “Ybreak My covenant for the day and
My covenant for the night, so that day and night will not occur at their
appointed time,

2lthen ™My covenant may also cease with David My servant so that he will
not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levitical priests, My
ministers.



22'ps the AMhost of heaven no man may count and no man may measure
the ®Dsand of the sea, so I will ®multiply the descendants of David My
servant and the “9Levites who minister to Me."

23And the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,

24"Have you not observed what this people have spoken, saying, 'The
(ARtwo families which the LORD chose, He has Srejected them'? Thus they
(ADdespise My people, no longer live they as a nation in their sight.

25"Thus says the LORD, 'If My ®Ycovenant for day and night stand not, and
the fixed patterns of heaven and earth I have ®¥Ynot established,

26then I would ®Wreject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant,
not taking from his descendants ®®rulers over the descendants of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob But I will ®restore their fortunes and will have #®mercy on
them."
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A Prophecy against Zedekiah

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when “Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon and all his army, with ®all the kingdoms of the earth that
fell under his dominion and all the peoples, fought against Jerusalem and
against all its cities, saying,

2"Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ““Go and speak to Zedekiah king of
Judah and say to him: "Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, @1 give this city into
the hand of the king of Babylon, and ©he will burn it with fire.

3'®you will not escape from his hand, for he will surely capture you and I
will deliver you into his hand; and you will (¥see the king of Babylon eye to
eye, and he will speak with you face to face, and you will go to Babylon."™"

“"Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the
LORD concerning you, 'You will not die by the sword.



>'You will die in peace; and as spices people burned for your fathers, the
former kings who lived before you, so they will ®burn spices for you; and
Dthey will lament for you, "Alas, lord!"™ For I have spoken the word,"
declares the LORD.

®Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke Pall these words to Zedekiah king of
Judah in Jerusalem

’when the army of the king of Babylon fought against Jerusalem and
against all the remaining cities of Judah, namely, ®Lachish and ®Azekah,
for they alone remained as ®fortified cities among the cities of Judah.

8The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD after King Zedekiah had
Mmade a covenant with all the people who lived in Jerusalem to @proclaim
release to them:

that each man should set free his male servant and each man his female
servant, a ®Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman; so that (¥no one should keep
them, a Jew his brother, in bondage.

%And all the ®officials and all the people obeyed who had entered into the
covenant that each man should set free his male servant and each man his
female servant, so that no one should keep them any longer in bondage;
they obeyed, and set them free.

1But afterward they turned around and took back the male servants and
the female servants whom they had set free, and brought them into
subjection for male servants and for female servants.

12Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

13"Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'I ©“made a covenant with your
forefathers in the day that I Pbrought them out of the land of Egypt, from
the house of bondage, saying,

WAt the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother
who you have bought and has served you six years, you shall send him out
free from you; but your forefathers ®did not obey Me or incline their ear to
Me.

15vAlthough recently you had turned and “done right in My sight, each
man proclaiming release to his neighbor, and you had ®'made a covenant
before Me Min the house which calls itself by My name.



16ryet you Pturned and ®profaned My name, and each man took back his
male servant and each man his female servant whom you had set free
according to their desire, and you brought them into subjection to serve as
your male servants and female servants.™

17"Therefore thus says the LORD, 'You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming
release each man to his brother and each man to his neighbor. Behold, I
(AB)proclaim a release to you,' declares the LORD, 'to the ®Ssword, to the
pestilence and to the famine; and I will make you a ®Pterror to all the
kingdoms of the earth.

187 will give the men who have “Btransgressed My covenant, who have not
fulfilled the words of the covenant which they made before Me, when they
(ABcut the calf in two and passed between its parts--

the @Sofficials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the court officers
and the priests and all the people of the land who passed between the parts
of the calf--

201 will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those
who ®Hseek their life And their “Ydead bodies will serve as food for the
birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth.

21(&Dzedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give into the hand of their

enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life, and into the hand of
the army of the king of Babylon which has ®®gone away from you.

22'Behold, I intend to command,' declares the LORD, 'and I will bring them
back to this city; and they will fight against it and Ytake it and burn it with
fire; and I will make the cities of Judah a ®®desolation @Wwithout
inhabitant."

Jeremiah 35
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The Rechabites' Obedience

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of
(A)Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,



2"Go to the house of the (®’Rechabites and speak to them, and bring them
into the house of the LORD, into one of the (©‘chambers, and give them wine
to drink."

3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, and his
brothers and all his sons and the whole house of the Rechabites,

“and I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the
sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the ®man of God, which stood near the
chamber of the officials, which rested above the chamber of Maaseiah the
son of Shallum, ®the doorkeeper.

>Then I set before the men of the house of the Rechabites pitchers full of
wine and cups; and I said to them, "®Drink wine!"

®But they said, "We will not drink wine, for ©Jonadab the son of ®YRechab,
our father, commanded us, saying, 'You shall “not drink wine, you or your
sons, forever.

"'You shall not build a house, and you shall not sow seed and you shall not
plant a vineyard or own one; but in @tents you shall dwell all your days, that
you may live ®¥many days in the land where you ®sojourn."

8"we have Mobeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in
all that he commanded us, not to drink wine all our days, we, our wives, our
sons or our daughters,

°nor to build ourselves houses to dwell in; and we Ydo not have vineyard
or field or seed.

10"we have only @dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and have done
according to all that ®Jonadab our father commanded us.

1Byt when @Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against the land,
we said, 'Come and let us ®go to Jerusalem before the army of the
Chaldeans and before the army of the Arameans.' So we have dwelt in
Jerusalem."

Judah Rebuked
12Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,
13"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Go and say to the men

of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, "®Will you not receive instruction
by listening to My words?" declares the LORD.



vThe Mwords of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his
sons not to drink wine, are observed So they do not drink wine to this day,
for they have obeyed their father's command But I have spoken to you
Wagain and again; yet you have ¥not listened to Me.

15"Also I have sent to you all My Wservants the prophets, sending them
again and again, saying: "®Turn now every man from his evil way and
amend your deeds, and ¥do not go after other gods to worship them Then
you will ®dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your
forefathers; but you have not “®inclined your ear or listened to Me.

18'Tndeed, the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have ®®observed the
command of their father which he commanded them, but this people has not
listened to Me.""

17"Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel,
'Behold, ““91 will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all
the disaster that I have pronounced against them; because I “Pspoke to
them but they did not listen, and I have called them but they did not
answer.""

18Then Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, "Thus says the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Because you have “Blobeyed the command of

Jonadab your father, kept all his commands and done according to all that

he commanded you;

therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Jonadab the
son of Rechab “Pshall not lack a man to “®)stand before Me always."""

Jeremiah 36
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Jeremiah's Scroll Read in the Temple

Tn the ®fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this
word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2"Take a ®scroll and write on it all the ©words which I have spoken to you
concerning (PIsrael and concerning Judah, and concerning all the ©nations,
from the ©day I first spoke to you, from the days of Josiah, even to this
day.



3"(G@perhaps the house of Judah will hear all the calamity which I plan to
bring on them, in order that every man will ®turn from his evil way; then I
will Oforgive their iniquity and their sin."

“Then Jeremiah called @Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a
Kscroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD which He had
spoken to him.

>Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, "I have become restricted; I cannot
go into the house of the LORD.

®'So you go and Mread from the scroll which you have ™Mwritten at my
dictation the words of the LORD to the people in the LORD'S house on a
©fast day. And also you shall read them to all the people of Judah who
come from their cities.

"®perhaps their supplication will come before the LORD, and everyone will
turn from his evil way, for the LORD has pronounced great anger and wrath
against this people."

8Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet
commanded him, ®reading from the book the words of the LORD in the
LORD'S house.

°Now in the ®fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the
Dninth month, all the people in Jerusalem and all the people who ®came
from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem proclaimed a “fast before the LORD.

1%Then Baruch read from the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the
LORD in the Wchamber of ®Gemariah the son of Shaphan the Wscribe, in
the upper court, at the @entry of the New Gate of the LORD'S house, to all
the people.

INow when ®Micaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard
all the words of the LORD from the book,

12he went down to the king's house, into the scribe's chamber. And behold,
all the officials had gathered there--®®Elishama the scribe, and A“)Delaiah
the son of Shemaiah, and ®2Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the
son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the other
officials.

3Micaiah “®declared to them all the words that he had heard when Baruch
read from the book to the people.



“Then all the officials sent 4PJehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, "Take in your hand the scroll
from which you have read to the people and come " So Baruch the son of
Neriah “®took the scroll in his hand and went to them.

>They said to him, "Sit down, please, and read it to us." So Baruch ®®read
it to them.

%When they had heard all the words, they turned in “fear one to another
and said to Baruch, "We will surely “report all these words to the king."

7And they asked Baruch, saying, "Tell us, please, “®how did you write all
these words? Did he dictate it to you?"

18Then Baruch said to them, "He ®Ydictated all these words to me, and I
wrote them with ink on the book."

19Then the officials said to Baruch, "Go, “®hide yourself, you and Jeremiah,
and do not let anyone know where you keep yourself."

The Scroll Burns

2050 they went to the “Yking in the court, but they had deposited the scroll
in the chamber of A9Elishama the scribe, and they reported all the words to
the king.

21Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it out of the
chamber of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi “Pread it to the king as well as
to all the officials who stood beside the king.

>’Now the king sat in the “Qwinter house in the ®®ninth month, with a fire
burning in the brazier before him.

23When Jehudi had read three or four columns, the king cut it with a scribe's
knife and “Sthrew it into the fire that burned in the brazier, until all the
scroll was consumed in the fire that burned in the brazier.

24Yet the king and all his servants who heard all these words did not fear,
nor did they “Yrend their garments.

2Even though Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah “Ypleaded with the king
not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them.



*6And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son, Seraiah the son of
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to ®Yseize Baruch the scribe and
Jeremiah the prophet, but the “¥LORD hid them.

Jeremiah Replaces The Scroll

2’Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah after the king had “Yburned
the scroll and the words which ®#®Baruch had written at the dictation of
Jeremiah, saying,

28n(BAITake again another scroll and write on it all the former words that
were ®Bon the first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah burned.

2>"And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, 'Thus says the
LORD, "You have 9burned this scroll, saying, '®Why have you written on
it that the ®Fking of Babylon will certainly come and destroy this land, and
will make man and beast to cease from it?""

30'Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah, "He
shall have ®®no one to sit on the throne of David, and his ®)dead body we
shall cast out to the heat of the day and the frost of the night.

31T will also ®®punish him and his descendants and his servants for their
iniquity, and I will ®bring on them and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the
men of Judah all the calamity that I have declared to them--but they did not
listen."""

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the son of Neriah,
the scribe, and he ®wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire; and many
similar words he added to them.

Jeremiah 37
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Jeremiah Warns against Trust in Pharaoh

INow ®zedekiah the son of Josiah whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
had ®made king in the land of Judah, reigned as king in place of (“'Coniah
the son of Jehoiakim.



2But ®neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the
words of the LORD which He spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.

3Yet B)King Zedekiah sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and ®Zephaniah
the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "©Please
pray to the LORD our God on our behalf."

*Now Jeremiah still came in and went out among the people, for they had
not yet ®put him in the prison.

*Meanwhile, PPharaoh's army had set out from Egypt; and when the
Chaldeans who had besieged Jerusalem heard the report about them, they
Dlifted the siege from Jerusalem.

®Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying,

"Thus says the LORD God of Israel, '®Thus you will say to the king of
Judah, who sent you to Me to inquire of Me: "Behold, “’Pharaoh's army
which has come out for your assistance wills return to its own land of Egypt.

8"The Chaldeans will also ®return and fight against this city, and they will
capture it and burn it with fire."'

"Thus says the LORD, 'Do not Mdeceive yourselves, saying, "The
Chaldeans will surely go away from us," for they will not go.

10'For @even if you had defeated the entire army of Chaldeans who had
fought against you, and there remained only wounded men left among
them, each man in his tent, they would rise up and ®burn this city with
fire.""

Jeremiah Imprisoned

Now it happened when the army of the Chaldeans had lifted the siege
from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh's army,

12that Jeremiah went out from Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin in
order to Qtake possession of some property there among the people.

BWhile he stood at the ®Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard who had
the name of Irijah, the son of Shelemiah the son of Hananiah stood there;
and he ®arrested Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "You will go over to the
Chaldeans!"



1“But Jeremiah said, "‘PA lie! I do not go over to the Chaldeans"; yet he
would not listen to him. So Irijah arrested Jeremiah and brought him to the
officials.

1>Then the officials expressed anger at Jeremiah and beat him, and they
Mput him in jail in the house of Jonathan the scribe, which they had made
into the prison.

18For Jeremiah had come into the ™dungeon, namely, the vaulted cell; and
Jeremiah stayed there many days.

“Now King Zedekiah sent and took him out; and in his palace the king
Xsecretly asked him and said, " Do you have a ®word from the LORD?"
And Jeremiah said, "I do!" Then he said, "You will fall into the hand of the
king of Babylon!"

18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, "®In what way have I sinned
against you, or against your servants, or against this people, that you have
put me in prison?

19n(AB)Where then do you find your prophets who prophesied to you, saying,
'The ASking of Babylon will not come against you or against this land'?

20"But now, please listen, O my lord the king; please let my “P)petition
come before you and do not make me return to the house of Jonathan the
scribe, that I may not die there."

?1Then King Zedekiah gave commandment, and they committed Jeremiah to
the ®Bcourt of the guardhouse and gave him a loaf of “Fbread daily from
the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city had disappeared. So
Jeremiah remained in the court of the guardhouse.

Jeremiah 38
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Jeremiah Thrown into the Cistern

!Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and
Jucal the ®son of Shelemiah, and ®Pashhur the son of Malchijah heard the
words that Jeremiah spoke to all the people, saying,



2"Thus says the LORD, 'He who “stays in this city will die by the ®sword
and by famine and by pestilence, but he who goes out to the Chaldeans will
live and have his own ®life as booty and stay alive.'

3"Thus says the LORD, 'This city will certainly fall into the hand of the army
of the king of Babylon and he will capture it."

“Then the ©officials said to the king, "Now let us put this man to death,
inasmuch as he discourages the men of war who remain in this city and all
the people, by speaking such words to them; for this man does not seek the
well-being of this people but rather their harm."

>So King Zedekiah said, "Behold, he has fallen into your hands; for the king
@can do nothing against you."

®Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the ®cistern of Malchijah the
king's son, which located in the court of the guardhouse; and they let
Jeremiah down with ropes Now in the cistern no water remained but only
UOmud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud.

’But WEbed-melech the Ethiopian, a Weunuch, while he lived in the king's
palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern Now the king sat in
the @Gate of Benjamin;

8and Ebed-melech went out from the king's palace and spoke to the king,
saying,

"My lord the king, these men have acted wickedly in all that they have
done to Jeremiah the prophet whom they have cast into the cistern; and he
will die right where he has fallen because of the famine, for we have ®no
more bread in the city."

1%Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, "Take
thirty men from here under your authority and bring up Jeremiah the
prophet from the cistern before he dies."

1150 Ebed-melech took the men under his authority and went into the king's
palace to a place beneath the storeroom and took from there worn-out
clothes and worn-out rags and let them down by ropes into the cistern to
Jeremiah.

12Then Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, "Now put these worn-
out clothes and rags under your armpits under the ropes"; and Jeremiah did
so.



1350 they pulled Jeremiah up with the ropes and lifted him out of the
cistern, and Jeremiah stayed in the Qcourt of the guardhouse.

Then King Zedekiah ®sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him
at the third entrance that stands in the house of the LORD; and the king said
to Jeremiah, "I intend to ®ask you something; do not hide anything from
me."

15Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "™1If I tell you, will you not certainly put
me to death? Besides, if I give you advice, you will not listen to me."

18But King Zedekiah swore to Jeremiah in Ysecret saying, "As the LORD
lives, who made this Wlife for us, surely I will not put you to death nor will I
give you over to the hand of Wthese men who seek your life."

Interview with Zedekiah

1Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "Thus says the LORD ®God of hosts, the
WGod of Israel, 'If you will indeed go out to the officers of the king of
Babylon, then you will live, this city they will not burn with fire, and you and
your household will survive.

8Byt if you will ®not go out to the officers of the king of Babylon, then
this city @®will fall over to the hand of the Chaldeans; and they will burn it
with fire, and ““you yourself will not escape from their hand."

%Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "I “Pdread the Jews who have
(AB)gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me over into their hand
and they will ®Pabuse me."

20But Jeremiah said, "They will not give you over. Please ®Sobey the LORD
in what I say to you, that it may go ®®well with you and “Pyou may live.

2InBut if you keep refusing to go out, this I proclaim to you the word which
the LORD has shown me:

22'Then behold, all of the ®women who have remained in the palace of the
king of Judah they will bring out to the officers of the king of Babylon; and
those women will say,

"Your close friends

Have misled and overpowered you;

While your feet sunk in the mire,

They turned back."



>>They will also bring out all your wives and your “®sons to the Chaldeans,
and ®Yyou yourself will not escape from their hand, but the king of Babylon
will seize them and burn®™this city with fire."

2“Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "Let no man know about these words and
you will not die.

25vBut if the “Yofficials hear that I have talked with you and come to you
and say to you, 'Tell us now what you said to the king and what the king
said to you; do not hide it from us and we will not put you to death,’

26then you will say to them, 'I presented my petition before the king, not
to make me return to the house of Jonathan to die there.™

2’Then all the officials came to Jeremiah and questioned him. So he
reported to them in accordance with all these words which the king had
commanded; and they ceased speaking with him, since no one had
overheard the conversation.

2850 Jeremiah ®®stayed in the court of the guardhouse until the day that
Jerusalem fell into captivity.

Jeremiah 39
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Jerusalem Captured

INow when Jerusalem fell into captivity ®in the ninth year of Zedekiah king
of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his
army came to Jerusalem and laid siege to it;

%in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, in the ninth day of
the month, the city wall had become ®breached.

3Then all the ©officials of the king of Babylon came in and sat down at the
OMiddle Gate: Nergal-sar-ezer, Samgar-nebu, Sar-sekim the Rab-saris,
Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, and all the rest of the officials of the king of
Babylon.



*“When Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, they
Efled and went out of the city at night by way of the king's garden through
the gate (Pbetween the two walls; and he went out toward the @JArabah.

>But the army of the (¥Chaldeans pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in
the ®plains of Jericho; and they seized him and brought him up to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at (’Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he
passed sentence on him.

®Then the Pking of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah ®before his eyes at
Riblah; the king of Babylon also slew all the ®nobles of Judah.

"He then ™blinded Zedekiah's eyes and bound him in Mfetters of bronze to
bring him to (YBabylon.

8The Chaldeans also ®burned with fire the king's palace and the houses of
the people, and they @broke down the walls of Jerusalem.

°As for the rest of the people who remained in the city, the ®deserters who
had gone over to him and ®)the rest of the people who remained,
(DNebuzaradan the @captain of the bodyguard carried them into exile in
Babylon.

108yt some of the Wpoorest people who had nothing, “Nebuzaradan the
captain of the bodyguard left behind in the land of Judah, and gave them
vineyards and fields at that time.

Jeremiah Spared

INow Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave orders about ®Jeremiah
through Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, saying,

12rTake him and look after him, and do nothing harmful to him, but rather
deal with him just as he tells you."

1360 Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard sent word, along with
Nebushazban the Rab-saris, and Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, and all the
leading officers of the king of Babylon;

“they even sent and ‘“took Jeremiah out of the court of the guardhouse
and entrusted him to ®®Gedaliah, the son of ®®Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, to take him home. So he stayed among the people.

1>Now the word of the LORD had come to Jeremiah while they confined him
in the court of the guardhouse, saying,



16"Go and speak to “DEbed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, 'Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Behold, I will soon bring My words on this
city “Bfor disaster and not for prosperity; and they will “Ptake place before
you on that day.

17vBut I will “@deliver you on that day," declares the LORD, "and you will
not fall into the hand of the men whom you dread.

18"For I will certainly rescue you, and you will not fall by the sword; but you
will have your own ®life as booty, because you have “Dtrusted in Me,"
declares the LORD.™
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Jeremiah Remains in Judah

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD after “’Nebuzaradan
captain of the bodyguard had released him from ®Ramah, when he had
taken him bound in “chains among all the exiles of Jerusalem and Judah
who had gone into exile in Babylon.

2Now the captain of the bodyguard had taken Jeremiah and said to him,
"The ®LORD your God promised this calamity against this place;

3and the LORD has brought it on and done just as He promised. Because
you people ®sinned against the LORD and did not listen to His voice,
therefore this thing has happened to you.

“"But now, behold, I ®free you today from the chains which you have on
your hands If you would prefer to come with me to Babylon, come along,
and I will look after you; but if you would prefer not to come with me to
Babylon, never mind Look, the ®whole land you have before you; go
wherever it seems good and right for you to go."

As Jeremiah had not looked back, he said, "Go on back then to *Y'Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has
Dappointed over the cities of Judah, and stay with him among the people; or
else go anywhere it seems right for you to go " So the captain of the
bodyguard gave him a Pration and a ®gift and let him go.



*Then Jeremiah went to (®Mizpah to ™Gedaliah the son of Ahikam and
stayed with him among the people who remained in the land.

"MNow all the commanders of the forces that remained in the field, they
and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam over the land and that he had put him in charge of the men,
women and children, those of the (Qpoorest of the land who had not gone
into exile in Babylon.

8S0 they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, along with ®Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, and ‘QJohanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the
son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the ®Netophathite, and &)Jezaniah
the son of the ®Maacathite, both they and their men.

°Then Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, (Yswore to them
and to their men, saying, "™Do not fear serving the Chaldeans; stay in the
land and serve the king of Babylon, that it may go well with you.

10"Now as for me, behold, I will stay at Mizpah to Wstand for you before
the Chaldeans who come to us; but as for you, ®'gather in wine and
Wsummer fruit and oil and put them in your storage vessels, and live in your
cities that you have taken over."

1) ikewise, also all the Jews who lived in ¥Moab and among the sons of
AAAmMmmon and in ®YEdom and who lived in all the other countries, heard
that the king of Babylon had left a remnant for Judah, and that he had
appointed over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan.

12Then all the Jews ®Sreturned from all the places to which people had
driven them away and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and
gathered in wine and summer fruit in great abundance.

13Now Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces that
stood in the field came to Gedaliah at Mizpah

4and said to him, " Do you know that Baalis the king of the sons of
ADAmmon has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take your life?" But
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them.

1>Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah,
saying, "®E)Let me go and kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and not a man
will know! Why should he “®Ptake your life, so that all the Jews whom you
have gathered would become scattered and the “Sremnant of Judah would
perish?"



8Byt Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, "®®Do
not do this thing, for you have told a lie about Ishmael."
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Gedaliah’s Murder

®)In the seventh month ®Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the royal family and one of the chief officers of the king, along
with ten men, came to Mizpah to (“Gedaliah the son of Ahikam While they
ate bread together there in Mizpah,

’Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men who accompanied him
arose and ®struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
with the sword and ®put to death the one ®whom the king of Babylon had
appointed over the land.

3Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who accompanied him,namely with
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who they found there, the men of
war.

“Now it happened on the next day after the killing of Gedaliah, when no one
knew about it,

>that eighty men ®came from ®Shechem, from “@Shiloh, and from
K)Samaria with (Ptheir beards shaved off and their clothes torn and their
bodies Mgashed, having grain offerings and incense in their hands to bring
to the Whouse of the LORD.

®Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them,
©weeping as he went; and as he met them, he said to them, "Come to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!"

’Yet it turned out that as soon as they came inside the city, Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah and the men that accompanied him ®slaughtered them and
cast them into the cistern.

8But ten men who they found among them said to Ishmael, "Do not put us
to death; for we have @stores of wheat, barley, oil and honey hidden in the
field." So he refrained and did not put them to death along with their
companions.



°Now as for the cistern where Ishmael had cast all the corpses of the men
whom he had struck down because of Gedaliah, the ®one that King Asa
had made on ®account of Baasha, king of Israel; Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah filled it with the slain.

1%Then Ishmael took captive all the Premnant of the people who lived in
Mizpah, the (Yking's daughters and all the people who remained in Mizpah,
whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard had put under the charge
of Gedaliah the son of Ahikam; thus Ishmael the son of Nethaniah took them
captive and proceeded to cross over to the sons of “Ammon.

Johanan Rescues the People

1But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the ™Wcommanders of the forces
that were with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah
had done.

1250 they took all the men and went to ®fight with Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah and they found him by the ®great pool that lies in Gibeon.

13Now as soon as all the people who accompanied Ishmael saw Johanan the
son of Kareah and the commanders of the forces that accompanied him,
they felt glad.

1450 all the people whom Ishmael had taken captive from Mizpah turned
around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah.

15But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah ®escaped from Johanan with eight men
and went to the sons of Ammon.

18Then Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces
that accompanied him took from Mizpah ®%all the remnant of the people
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, after he had
struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, namely, the men who served as
soldiers, the women, the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought
back from Gibeon.

7And they went and stayed in “®Geruth Chimham, which locates beside
Bethlehem, in order to ““proceed into Egypt

18hecause of the Chaldeans; for they feared them, since Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom ®the king
of Babylon had appointed over the land.
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Warning against Going to Egypt

Then all the commanders of the forces, ®Johanan the son of Kareah,
Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people ®both small and great
approached

2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, "Please let our ©petition come before
you, and ®pray for us to the LORD your God, namely for all this remnant;
because we remain but a ®few out of many, as your own eyes now see us,

3that the LORD your God may tell us the ®'way in which we should walk and
the thing that we should do."

“Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, "I have heard you. Behold, I will
©pray to the LORD your God in accordance with your words; and I will tell
you the whole message which the LORD will answer you I will ®not keep
back a word from you."

>Then they said to Jeremiah, "May the @LORD prove a true and faithful
witness against us if we do not act in accordance with the whole message
with which the LORD your God will send you to us.

®"Whether we find it pleasant or unpleasant, we will ®listen to the voice of
the LORD our God to whom we send you, so that it may go ®Pwell with us
when we listen to the voice of the LORD our God."

‘Now at the Mend of ten days the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah.

8Then he called for Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of
the forces that accompanied him, and for all the people both small and
great,

%and said to them, "Thus Msays the LORD the God of Israel, to whom you
sent me to present your petition before Him:

107f you will indeed stay in this land, then I will ©build you up and not tear
you down, and I will plant you and not uproot you; for I will ®relent
concerning the calamity that I have inflicted on you.



11@po not fear the king of Babylon, whom you now fear; do not have

anxiety because of him,' declares the LORD, 'for ®1 will stay with you to
save you and deliver you from his hand.

1217 will also show you compassion, so that ’he will have compassion on
you and restore you to your own soil.

13'But if you will say, "We will ®not stay in this land," so as not to listen to
the voice of the LORD your God,

Ysaying, "No, but we will Ygo to the land of Egypt, where we will not see
war or Whear the sound of a trumpet or hunger for bread, and we will stay
there";

5then in that case listen to the word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah.
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "If you really set your mind
to enter WEgypt and go in to reside there,

then the ®sword, which you fear, will overtake you there in the land of
Egypt; and the famine, about which you feel anxious, will follow closely after
you there in Egypt, and you will die there.

17n30 all the men who set their mind to go to Egypt to reside there will die
by the ®sword, by famine and by pestilence; and they will ©have no
survivors or refugees from the calamity that I will bring on them.""™

18For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "As I have poured out
My AAanger and wrath on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so My wrath I will
pour out on you when you enter Egypt And you will become a “®curse, an
object of horror, an imprecation and a reproach; and “you will see this
place no more."

1%The LORD has spoken to you, O remnant of Judah, "Do not “Pgo into
Egypt!" You should clearly “Blunderstand that today I have “Ptestified
against you.

20For you have only ®deceived yourselves; for you sent me to the LORD
your God, saying, "Pray for us to the LORD our God; and whatever the LORD
our God says, tell us so, and we will do it."

2150 I have “Btold you today, but you have “Pnot obeyed the LORD your
God, even in whatever He has sent me to tell you.



2’Therefore you should now clearly understand that you will ®Ydie by the
sword, by famine and by pestilence, in the ®place where you wish to go to
reside.

Jeremiah 43
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In Egypt Jeremiah Warns of Judgment

!But as soon as Jeremiah, whom the LORD their God had sent, had
Afinished telling all the people all the words of the LORD their God--namely,
all these words--

2pAzariah the ®son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the
arrogant men said to Jeremiah, "You ©tell a lie! The LORD our God has not
sent you to say, 'You must not enter Egypt to reside there';

3but (®Baruch the son of Neriah incites you against us to give us over into
the hand of the Chaldeans, so they will put us to death or exile us to
Babylon."

“So BJohanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces, and
all the people, ®did not obey the voice of the LORD to (®'stay in the land of
Judah.

>But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces took
the ®entire remnant of Judah who had returned from all the nations to
which their enemies had driven them away, in order to reside in the land of
Judah--

®the men, the women, the children, the ’king's daughters and Pevery
person that Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard had left with
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan, together with
K)Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of Neriah--

’and they entered the land of Egypt (for they did not obey the voice of the
LORD) and went in as far as ‘“Tahpanhes.

8Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah in ®Tahpanhes, saying,



“"Take some large stones in your hands and hide them in the mortar in the
brick terrace which stands at the entrance of Pharaoh's palace in Tahpanhes,
in the sight of some of the Jews;

1%a3nd say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel,
"Behold, I am going to send and get ™Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
(©My servant, and I intend to set his throne right over these stones that I
have hidden; and he will spread his ®canopy over them.

1"He will also come and @strike the land of Egypt; those who have become
marked for death will receive their penalty, and those for captivity to
captivity, and ®those for the sword to the sword.

12'And I shall set fire to the temples of the &)gods of Egypt, and he will burn

them and take them captive So he will @wrap himself with the land of Egypt
as a shepherd wraps himself with his garment, and he will depart from there
safely.

13"He will also shatter the obelisks of Heliopolis, which stand in the land of
Egypt; and the temples of the gods of Egypt he will burn with fire.""™

Jeremiah 44
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Conquest of Egypt Predicted

The word that came to Jeremiah for all the Jews living in the land of Egypt,
those who had lived in @Migdol, ®Tahpanhes, (““Memphis, and the land of
DOpathros, saying,

2"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'You yourselves have seen
all the calamity that I have brought on Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah;
and behold, this day they have fallen into ®ruins and no one lives in them,

3Ebecause of their wickedness which they committed so as to “provoke
Me to anger by continuing to ®burn sacrifices and to Userve other gods
whom they had not known, neither they, you, nor your fathers.

“Yet I Dsent you all My servants the prophets, again and again, saying,
"Oh, do not do this ®abominable thing which I hate."



>But Vthey did not listen or incline their ears to turn from their wickedness,
so as not to burn sacrifices to other gods.

®Therefore I poured out My ®wrath and My anger and burned in the
Mcities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, so they have become a ruin
and a (@desolation as it still occurs to this day.

"'Now then thus says the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, "Why have
you done great harm to yourselves, so as to Qcut off from you man and
woman, child and infant, from among Judah, leaving yourselves without
remnant,

8®)provoking Me to anger with the works of your hands, &burning sacrifices
to other gods in the land of Egypt, where you enter to reside, so that you
God might cut you off and you become a Pcurse and a reproach among all
the nations of the earth?

“"Have you forgotten the Wwickedness of your fathers, the wickedness of
the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, your own wickedness,
and the wickedness of your wives, which they committed in the land of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

10nBut they Yhave not become contrite even to this day, nor have they
feared nor Wwalked in My law or My statutes, which I have set before you
and before your fathers."

HUrTherefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I
intend to ®set My face against you for woe, even to cut off all Judah.

122and 1 will Wtake away the remnant of Judah who have set their mind on
entering the land of Egypt to reside there, and they will all ‘¥'meet their end
in the land of Egypt; they will fall by the sword and meet their end by famine
Both small and great will die by the sword and famine; and they will become
a ®curse, an object of horror, an imprecation and a reproach.

13'And I will ®®punish those who live in the land of Egypt, as I have
punished Jerusalem, with the sword, with famine and with pestilence.

50 you will have no refugees or survivors for the remnant of Judah who
have entered the land of Egypt to reside there and then to return to the land
of Judah, to which they long to return and live; for none will ®®return except
a few refugees.""



5Then ®Pall the men who had become aware that their wives burned
sacrifices to other gods, along with all the women who stood by, as a large
assembly, including all the people who lived in Pathros in the land of Egypt,
responded to Jeremiah, saying,

16vAs for the “®“message that you have spoken to us in the name of the
LORD, “®we do not intend to listen to you!

17"But rather we will certainly “Pcarry out every word that has proceeded
from our mouths, by burning sacrifices to the “Yqueen of heaven and
pouring out drink offerings to her, just as “®'we ourselves, our forefathers,
our kings and our princes did in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem; for then we had “Yplenty of food and seemed well off and saw
no misfortune.

18"But since we stopped burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have “®|acked everything and have
met our end by the sword and by famine."

19"And," said the women, "when we burned sacrifices to the queen of
heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we do it ®@without our
husbands that we made for her sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out
drink offerings to her?"

Calamity for the Jews

20Then Jeremiah said to all the people, to the men and women--even to all
the people who gave him such an answer--saying,

2Inps for the “P)smoking sacrifices that you burned in the cities of Judah and
in the ®streets of Jerusalem, you and your forefathers, your kings and
your princes, and the people of the land, did not the LORD “®remember
them and did not all this come into His mind?

22150 the LORD could no longer endure it, “Pbecause of the evil of your
deeds, because of the abominations which you have committed; thus your
land has become a “Yruin, an object of horror and a curse, without an
inhabitant, as it occurs to this day.

23"Because you have burned sacrifices and have sinned against the LORD
and ®Ynot obeyed the voice of the LORD or ®Wwalked in His law, His
statutes or His testimonies, therefore this ®*)calamity has befallen you, as it
has this day."



2“Then Jeremiah said to all the people, including all the women, "®YHear
the word of the LORD, all Judah who live “9jn the land of Egypt,

2Sthus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, as follows: 'As for you and
your wives, you have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled it with your
hands, saying, "We will ®certainly perform our vows that we have vowed,
to burn sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her
" (B8)Go ahead and confirm your vows, and certainly perform your vows!'

26"Nevertheless hear the word of the LORD, all Judah who live in the land of
Egypt, 'Behold, I have ®9sworn by My great name,' says the LORD,
'BDnever shall any man of Judah invoke My name in all the land of Egypt,
saying, "(®®As the Lord GOD lives."

27'Behold, I watch over them ®Ffor harm and not for good, and €all the
men of Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt will meet their end by the
sword and by famine until they completely disappear.

28'BH)Those who escape the sword will return out of the land of Egypt to the
land of Judah ®Pfew in number Then all the remnant of Judah who have
gone to the land of Egypt to reside there will know ®Ywhose word will stand,
Mine or theirs.

2>'This I will give as a ®¥9sign to you,' declares the LORD, 'that I intend to
punish you in this place, so that you may know that 8“My words will surely
stand against you for harm.'

30"Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I intend to give over B®Pharaoh Hophra
king of Egypt to the hand of his enemies, to the hand of those who seek his
life, just as I gave over BMzedekiah king of Judah to the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who remained his enemy and sought his
life."

Jeremiah 45
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Message to Baruch

This message Jeremiah the prophet spoke to “’Baruch the son of Neriah,
when he had ®written down these words in a book at Jeremiah's dictation,
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying:



2"Thus says the LORD the God of Israel to you, O Baruch:

3'You said, "Ah, woe unto me! For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I
feel ®weary with my groaning and have found no rest."

“"Thus you will say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, "Behold, ®what I have
built I intend to tear down, and what I have planted I will soon uproot,
namely, the whole land."

>But you, do you ®seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for
behold, I intend to ¥bring disaster on all flesh,' declares the LORD, 'but I
will ®give your life to you as booty in all the places where you may go.™
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Defeat of Pharaoh Foretold

That which came as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet
Aconcerning the nations.

>To ®Egypt, concerning the army of ‘“Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt, which
camped by the Euphrates River at (PCarchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon defeated in the ®fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah:
3"B)line up the shield and buckler,
And draw near for the battle!
“"Harness the horses,
And mount the steeds,
And take your stand with helmets on!
©polish the spears,
Put on the ®scale-armor!
>"Why have I seen it?
They feel terrified,
They Pdraw back,
And their ®mighty men have suffered defeat
And have taken refuge in flight,
Without facing back;
®Terror lies on every side!"
Declares the LORD.



SLet not the Wswift man flee,
Nor the mighty man escape;
In the north beside the river Euphrates
They have ®stumbled and fallen.
"'Who ®Mrises like the Nile,
Like the rivers whose waters surge about?
8Egypt rises like the Nile,
Even like the rivers whose waters surge about;
And He has said, "I will @rise and cover that land;
I will surely ®destroy the city and its inhabitants."
°Go up, you horses, and Qdrive madly, you chariots,
That the mighty men may march forward:
Ethiopia and ®Put, that handle the shield,
And the ®Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.
0ror Mthat day belongs to the Lord GOD of hosts,
A day of Wvengeance, so as to avenge Himself on His foes;
And the ®sword will devour and become satiated
And drink its fill of their blood;
For there will occur a Wslaughter for the Lord GOD of hosts,
In the land of the north by the river Euphrates.
11Go ®up to Gilead and obtain balm,
MO virgin daughter of Egypt!
In vain have you multiplied remedies;
You can find no healing for you.
12The nations have heard of your ®®shame,
And the earth has heard of your ®®cry of distress;
For one ®Swarrior has stumbled over another,
And both of them have fallen down together.

13This is the message which the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the prophet about
the ®®coming of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to “®smite the land of
Egypt:
4"Declare in Egypt and proclaim in “PMigdol,
Proclaim also in Memphis and ®®Tahpanhes;
Say, 'Take your stand and get yourself ready,
For the ®sword has devoured those around you.'
15"Why have your “Ymighty ones become prostrate?
They do not stand because the LORD has ‘“Ythrust them down.
18" They have repeatedly “®stumbled;
Indeed, they have fallen one against another
Then they said, 'Get up! And “Plet us go back
To our own people and our native land
Away from the “®®sword of the oppressor.'
17"They cried there, 'Pharaoh king of Egypt has proven himself but Y3



big noise;
He has let the appointed time pass by!"
18'As I live," declares the ®9King
Who has the name the LORD of hosts,
"Surely one shall come who looms up like ®®Tabor among the
mountains,
Or like ®@Carmel by the sea.
19"Make your baggage ready for ®®exile,
O ®3daughter dwelling in Egypt,
For @DMemphis will become a desolation;
It will even burn down and become bereft of inhabitants.
20nEgypt resembles a pretty “%heifer,
But a horsefly will come ®Yfrom the north--it comes!
21nplso her @ mercenaries in her midst
Are like fattened ®®calves,
For even they too have turned back and have fled away together;
They did not stand their ground
For the day of their calamity has come upon them,
The time of their ®Ypunishment.
22"Tts sound moves along like a serpent;
For they move on like an army
And come to her as woodcutters with axes.
23"They have cut down her ®®forest," declares the LORD;
"Surely no one will find it again,
Even though they have grown now more numerous than ®*|ocusts
And have no number.
>"The daughter of Egypt has fallen into shame,
Given over to the power of the ®®people of the north."

>The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, says, "Behold, I will punish Amon of
E9Thebes, and ®Pharaoh, and Egypt along with her (88 gods and her kings,
even Pharaoh and those who ©Ptrust in him.

26" shall give them over to the power of those who ©9seek their lives,
even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of
his officers M Afterwards, however, it will have habitants as in the days of
old," declares the LORD.
27"But as for you, O Jacob My servant, ®’do not fear,
Nor have dismay, O Israel!
For, see, I intend to ®save you from afar,
And your descendants from the land of their captivity;
And Jacob will return and have no disturbance
And secure, with no one making him tremble.
280 Jacob My servant, do not fear," declares the LORD,



"For Y1 will stay with you

For I will make a full end of all the nations
Where I have driven you,

Yet I will ®Pnot make a full end of you;
But I will ®¥correct you properly

And by no means leave you unpunished."

Jeremiah 47
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Prophecy against Philistia

That which came as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet
concerning the ®Philistines, before Pharaoh conquered ®Gaza.

>Thus says the LORD:
"Behold, waters will rise from ©the north
And become an overflowing torrent,
And ®@overflow the land and all its fullness,
The city and those who live in it;
And the men will ®cry out,
And every inhabitant of the land will wail.
3"Because of the noise of the Pgalloping hoofs of his stallions,
The tumult of his chariots, and the rumbling of his wheels,
The fathers have not turned back for their children,
Because of the limpness of their hands,
“0On account of the day that will come
To ©destroy all the Philistines,
To cut off from ®WTyre and Sidon
Every ally that remains;
For the LORD intends to destroy the Philistines,
The remnant of the coastland of ®Caphtor.
>"DBaldness has come upon Gaza;
®Ashkelon has fallen into ruin
O remnant of their valley,
How long will you (“gash yourself?
é*Ah, ®sword of the LORD,
How long will you not remain quiet?



Withdraw into your sheath;
Remain at rest and stay still.

""How can it remain quiet,
When the LORD has MWgiven it an order?
Against Ashkelon and against the seacoast--
There He has Qassigned it."

Jeremiah 48
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Prophecy against Moab

lConcerning ®'Moab Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel,
"Woe to ®)Nebo, for God has destroyed it ;
©Kiriathaim has fallen into shame, it has fallen into captivity;
The lofty stronghold has fallen into shame and shattered.
2"No one praises for Moab no longer;
In ®Heshbon they have devised calamity against her:
'‘Come and let us cut her off from existing a nation!'
You too, @ IMadmen, will fall into silence;
The sword will follow after you.
3"The sound of an outcry from ®Horonaim,
'Devastation and great destruction!'
“"Moab has broken,
Her little ones have sounded out a cry of distress.
>"For by the ascent of PLuhith
They will ascend with continual weeping;
For at the descent of Horonaim
They have heard the anguished cry of destruction.
6"(SF|ee, save your lives,
That you may resemble a juniper in the wilderness.
""For because of your Ptrust in your own achievements and treasures,
Even you yourself will fall into captivity;
And ‘¥Chemosh will go off into exile
Together with his priests and his princes.
8nA destroyer will come to every city,



So that no city will escape;
The valley also will fall into ruin
And the Pplateau will suffer destruction,
As the LORD has said.
"Give ®wings to Moab,
For she will flee away;
And her cities will become a ®desolation,
Without inhabitants in them.
10n(™God will curse the one who does His work ™negligently,
And will curse the one who restrains his ‘“sword from blood.
11"Moab has remained ®at ease since his youth;
He has also remained ‘Qundisturbed, like wine on its dregs,
And he has not become ®emptied from vessel to vessel,
Nor has he gone into exile.
Therefore he retains his flavor,
And his aroma has not changed.

12 Therefore behold, the days will come," declares the LORD, "when I will
send to him those who tip vessels, and they will tip him over, and they will
empty his vessels and shatter his jars.

13"And Moab will feel shame because of P'Chemosh, as the house of Israel
felt shame because of WBethel, their confidence.
“"How can you say, 'We serve as “mighty warriors,
And men valiant for battle'?
15"Moab has fallen into destruction and men have gone up to his cities;
His choicest ™young men have also gone down to the slaughter,"
Declares the ¥)King, who has the name of the LORD of hosts.
16nThe disaster of Moab will ®soon come,
And his calamity has swiftly hastened.
17"Mourn for him, all you who live around him,
Even all of you who know his name;
Say, 'How has the mighty ®scepter broken,
A staff of splendor!"
18n(2%)Come down from your glory
And sit on the parched ground,
0 ®B)daughter dwelling in ““)Dibon,
For the destroyer of Moab has come up against you,
He has ruined your strongholds.
19vStand by the road and keep watch,
O inhabitant of ®PAroer;
(AB)Ask him who flees and her who escapes
And say, 'What has happened?'
20"Moab has fallen into shame, for it has shattered.



Wail and cry out;
Declare by the ®®Arnon
That Moab has become destroyed.

21njudgment has also come upon the plain, upon Holon, 4®Jahzah and
against ®YMephaath,

22a3gainst Dibon, Nebo and Beth-diblathaim,
23against Kiriathaim, Beth-gamul and 4YBeth-meon,

24against A)Kerioth, Bozrah and all the cities of the land of Moab, far and
near.

25"The God has cut off the ®®horn of Moab and has broken his ®Yarm ,"
declares the LORD.

26n(AMMake him drunk, for he has become “¥arrogant toward the LORD; so
Moab will wallow in his vomit, and he also will become a laughingstock.

27"Now did not Israel become a “9laughingstock to you? Or did he catch
you among thieves? For each time you speak about him you “®shake your
head in scorn.
28" eave the cities and dwell among the ®Rcrags,
O inhabitants of Moab,
And resemble a “S)dove that nests
Beyond the mouth of the chasm.
29n(AD\We have heard of the pride of Moab--he has become very proud--
Of his haughtiness, his “Ypride, his arrogance and his self-exaltation.
30"T know his ®Yfury," declares the LORD,
"But it has become futile;
His idle boasts have accomplished nothing.
3I'Therefore I will @Ywail for Moab,
Even for all Moab will I cry out;
I will moan for the men of ®®Kir-heres.
32"More than the ®Yweeping for 42Jazer
I will weep for you, O vine of Sibmah!
Your tendrils stretched across the sea,
They reached to the sea of Jazer;
Upon your summer fruits and your grape harvest
The destroyer has fallen.
33n50 (BAlgladness and joy I have taken away
From the fruitful field, even from the land of Moab
And I have made the wine to ®®cease from the wine presses;



No one will tread them with shouting,
The shouting will not emanate from shouts of joy.

3(EBOFrom the outcry at Heshbon even to PElealeh, even to Jahaz they
have raised their voice, from 8Zoar even to Horonaim and to Eglath-
shelishiyah; for even the waters of Nimrim will become desolate.

35"T will make an end of Moab," declares the LORD, "the one who offers
sacrifice on the ®Phigh place and the one who %burns incense to his gods.

36" Therefore My ®®heart wails for Moab like flutes; My heart also wails like
flutes for the men of Kir-heres Therefore they have ®Plost the abundance it
produced.

37"kor BDevery head has become bald and every beard cut short; gashes
have appeared on all the hands and ®®sackcloth on the loins.

3"0n all the ®Yhousetops of Moab and in its streets we hear lamentation
everywhere; for I have broken Moab like an undesirable ®vessel," declares
the LORD.

3"How shattered it has become! How they have wailed! How Moab has
turned his back--he feels shame! So Moab will become a laughingstock and
an ®Yobject of terror to all around him."

“OFor thus says the LORD:
"Behold, one will 9fly swiftly like an eagle
And ®Pspread out his wings against Moab.
“I"Kerioth has fallen into captivity
And the enemies have seized the strongholds ,
So the ®@hearts of the mighty men of Moab in that day
Will resemble the heart of a ®®woman in labor.
42"Moab will suffer destruction from existing as a people
Because he has become ®arrogant toward the LORD.
43nBUTerror, pit and snare will come upon you,
O inhabitant of Moab," declares the LORD.
4" The one who ®flees from the terror
Will fall into the pit,
And the one who climbs up out of the pit
Will become caught in the snare;
For I shall bring upon her, even upon Moab,
The year of their ®Ypunishment," declares the LORD.
*>"In the shadow of Heshbon
The fugitives stand without strength;



For a fire has gone forth from Heshbon
And a ®flame from the midst of ®YSjhon,
And it has devoured the ®%forehead of Moab
And the scalps of the riotous revelers.
46n(CAWoe to you, Moab!
The people of “YChemosh have perished;
For your sons have been taken away captive
And your daughters into captivity.
47nyet I will Orestore the fortunes of Moab
In the latter days," declares the LORD. Thus far the judgment on Moab
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Prophecy against Ammon

!Concerning the sons of ®Ammon. Thus says the LORD:

"Does Israel have no sons?
Or has he no heirs?
Why then has Malcam taken possession of Gad
And his people settled in its cities?

2"Therefore behold, the days will come," declares the LORD,
"That I will cause people to hear a ®trumpet blast of war
Against (“Rabbah of the sons of Ammon;
And it will become a desolate heap,
And her ®towns her enemies will set on fire
Then Israel will take ®'possession of his possessors,"
Says the LORD.

3"Wail, O ®Heshbon, for God has destroyed ©Ai !
Cry out, O daughters of Rabbah,
®Gird yourselves with sackcloth and lament,
And rush back and forth inside the walls;
For Malcam will Pgo into exile
Together with his priests and his princes.

“"How you Pboast about the valleys!
Your valley flows away,
0 ®backsliding daughter
Who trusts in her Ptreasures, saying,
'™Who will come against me?"



>"Behold, I intend to bring ®terror upon you,"
Declares the Lord GOD of hosts,
"From all directions around you;
And each of you I will ©drive out headlong,
With no one to gather the ®fugitives together.
S"But afterward I will Qrestore
The fortunes of the sons of Ammon,"
Declares the LORD.

Prophecy against Edom

’Concerning ®Edom
Thus says the LORD of hosts,
" Do we find no longer any ®wisdom in ®Teman?
Has the prudent lost their good counsel ?
Has their wisdom decayed?
8"Flee away, turn back, dwell in the depths,
O inhabitants of (YDedan,
For I will bring the ®disaster of Esau upon him
At the time I punish him.
mWIf grape gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave gleanings?
If thieves came by night,
They would destroy only until they had enough.
10vBut I have ®stripped Esau bare,
I have uncovered his hiding places
So that he will not have the ability to conceal himself;
His enemies have destroyed his offspring along with his relatives
And his neighbors, and Phe exists no more.
11" eave your Porphans behind, I will keep them alive;
And let your ®widows trust in Me."

12For thus says the LORD, "Behold, those who did not receive the sentence
to drink the “Bcup will certainly drink it, and you will have complete
acquittal? You will not receive acquittal, but you will certainly drink it.

13"For I have “Psworn by Myself," declares the LORD, "that “®Bozrah will
become an “Fobject of horror, a reproach, a ruin and a curse; and all its
cities will become perpetual ruins."
14T have “®heard a message from the LORD,
And an “®envoy I will send among the nations, saying,
"(ADGather yourselves together and come against her,
And rise up for battle!"
15vFor behold, I have made you small among the nations,



Despised among men.
18nAs for the terror of you,
The arrogance of your heart has deceived you,
O you who live in the clefts of the ®rock,
Who occupy the height of the hill
Though you make your nest as “®high as an eagle's,
I will ®bring you down from there," declares the LORD.

17"Edom will become an ®®object of horror; everyone who passes by it will
be horrified and will ®®hiss at all its wounds.

18 ike the ®overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah with its neighbors," says
the LORD, "®Pno one will live there, nor will a son of man reside in it.

19n(2Q)Behold, one will come up like a lion from the ®®thickets of the Jordan
against a perennially watered pasture; for in an instant I will make him run
away from it, and whoever people choose I shall appoint over it For who
compares to Me, and who will summon Me into court? And who then serves
as the shepherd ®Ywho can stand against Me?"

2Therefore hear the ®Yplan of the LORD which He has planned against
Edom, and His purposes which He has purposed against the inhabitants of
Teman: surely they will drag them off, even the little ones of the flock;
surely He will make their pasture “Ydesolate because of them.

21The ®earth has quaked at the noise of their downfall. An outcry takes
place! The noise of it people have heard at the Red Sea.

22Behold, He will mount up and “Yswoop like an eagle and spread out His
wings against Bozrah; and the “®hearts of the mighty men of Edom in that
day will resmble the heart of a woman in labor.

Prophecy against Damascus

23Concerning ®®¥Damascus
"EB)Hamath and (9Arpad fall into shame,
For they have heard bad news;
They have become 2disheartened
They feel anxiety by the sea,
It ®cannot calm.
2"Damascus has become helpless;
She has turned away to flee,
And panic has gripped her;
(BE)Distress and pangs have taken hold of her



Like a woman in childbirth.
2"How the ©%city of praise has not become deserted,
The town of My joy!
26" Therefore, her ®®young men will fall in her streets,
And all the men of war will fall into silence in that day," declares the
LORD of hosts.
27vT will ®Dset fire to the wall of Damascus,
And it will devour the fortified towers of ®YBen-hadad."

Prophecy against Kedar and Hazor

28Concerning ®¥Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon defeated Thus says the LORD,
"Arise, go up to Kedar
And devastate the ®Ymen of the east.
2"They will take away their tents and their flocks;
They will carry off for themselves
Their tent ®®curtains, all their goods and their ®Ycamels,
And they will call out to one another, '"9Terror on every side!
30"Run away, flee! Dwell in the depths,
O inhabitants of Hazor," declares the LORD;
"For ®®Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has formed a plan against
you
And devised a scheme against you.
31"Arise, go up against a nation which dwells ®9at ease,
Which lives securely," declares the LORD
"It has ®®no gates or bars;
They ®>dwell alone.
32"Their camels will become plunder,
And their many cattle for booty,
And I will ®Dscatter to all the winds those who Ycut the corners of
their hair;
And I will bring their disaster from every side," declares the LORD.
33"Hazor will become a ®Yhaunt of jackals,
A desolation forever;
No one will live there,
Nor will a son of man reside in it."

Prophecy against Elam

3*That which came as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet
concerning ®¥WElam, ®®at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of
Judah, saying:

3"Thus says the LORD of hosts,



'Behold, I intend to Ybreak the bow of Elam,
The finest of their might.
38T will bring upon Elam the ®&four winds
From the four ends of heaven,
And will “Pscatter them to all these winds;
And there will exist no nation
To which the outcasts of Elam will not go.
37'So I will shatter Elam before their enemies
And before those who seek their lives;
And I will “®bring calamity upon them,
Even My “fierce anger,' declares the LORD,
'And I will “®send out the sword after them
Until I have consumed them.
38'Then I will set My throne in Elam
And destroy out of it king and princes,'
Declares the LORD.
3%'But it will come about in the last days
That I will “Brestore the fortunes of Elam,"
Declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 50
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Prophecy against Babylon

The word which the LORD spoke concerning ’Babylon, the land of the
Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet:
2"®)Declare and proclaim among the nations
Proclaim it and ©)lift up a standard
Do not conceal it but say,
'®)Babylon has fallen into captivity,



BBel has fallen into shame, Marduk has shattered;
Her ®images have God has put to shame, her idols God has
shattered.'

3"For a nation has come up against her out of the 9north; it will make her
land ®an object of horror, and there will live ®no inhabitant in it. Both man
and beast have wandered off, they have gone away!

“'In those days and at that time," declares the LORD, "the sons of Israel will
come, both they and the sons of Judah Pas well; they will go along
®weeping as they go, and the LORD their God they will seek.

>"They will ®ask for the way to Zion, turning their faces in its direction;
they will come that they may join themselves to the LORD in an
Meverlasting covenant that they will not forget.
®"My people have become ©lost sheep;
®)Their shepherds have led them astray
They have made them turn aside on the ¥mountains;
They have gone along from mountain to hill
And have forgotten their ®resting place.
’"All who came upon them have devoured them;
And their adversaries have said, '®We have no guilt,
Inasmuch as they have sinned against the LORD who serves as the
(Dhabitation of righteousness,
Even the LORD, the ®hope of their fathers.'
8"Wander away from the ®midst of Babylon
And go forth from the land of the Chaldeans;
Be also like male goats at the head of the flock.
"For behold, I intend to Warouse and bring up against Babylon
A horde of great nations from the land of the north,
And they will draw up their battle lines against her;
From there she will fall into captivity.
Their arrows will resemble an expert warrior
Who does not return empty-handed.
10nX)chaldea will become plunder;
All who plunder her will have enough," declares the LORD.
l"Because you have become glad, because you feel jubilant,
O you who ®pillage My heritage,
Because you skip about like a threshing ‘“heifer
And neigh like stallions,
L2your ®mother will feel great shame,
She who gave you birth will feel humiliation
Behold, she will become the least of the nations,
A ®Bwilderness, a parched land and a desert.



13"Because of the indignation of the LORD she will ®“)not have
inhabitants,
But she will not have complete desolation;
Everyone who passes by Babylon “Bwill feel horrified
And will hiss because of all her wounds.
“"Draw up your battle lines against Babylon on every side,
All you who bend the bow;
Shoot at her, do not spare your arrows,
For she has “Psinned against the LORD.
15vRaise your battle cry against her on every side!
She has “%given herself up, her pillars have fallen,
Her “®walls have become torn down
For this represents the “Yvengeance of the LORD:
Take vengeance on her;
(A)As she has done to others, so do to her.
1encut off the “®sower from Babylon
And the one who wields the sickle at the time of harvest;
From before the ®Ysword of the oppressor
AMThey will each turn back to his own people
And they will each flee to his own land.

17vIsrael resembles a “Yscattered flock, the “9lions have driven them away
The first one who devoured him we identify as the ®®king of Assyria, and
this last one who has broken his bones we identified as ““Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon.

18" Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 'Behold, I
intend to punish the king of Babylon and his land, just as I ®®punished the
king of Assyria.

9"And I will ®Sbring Israel back to his pasture and he will graze on Carmel
and Bashan, and his desire will have satisfaction in the “Dhill country of
Ephraim and Gilead.

20'Th those days and at that time,' declares the LORD, ' I will search for the
iniquity of Israel, but I will find none; and for the sins of Judah, but no one
will find them; for I will pardon those ®Ywhom I leave as a remnant."'
2Inpgainst the land of [@Merathaim, go up against it,
And against the inhabitants of 2X&Wpekod.
Slay and utterly destroy them," declares the LORD,
"And do according to all that I have commanded you.
22nThe M¥nojse of battle we hear in the land,
And great destruction.
2"How the “hammer of the whole earth



Has become cut off and broken!
How Babylon has become
An object of horror among the nations!
24n] (A)get a snare for you and caught you, O Babylon,
While you yourself felt no awareness;
I have found you and also seized you
Because you have engaged in ®conflict with the LORD."
2>The LORD has opened His armory
And has brought forth the 9weapons of His indignation,
For the Lord GOD of hosts has done a work
In the land of the Chaldeans.
26Come to her from the farthest border;
EE)Open up her barns,
Pile her up like heaps
And ®Butterly destroy her,
Let nothing remain to her.
27(BSpyt all her young bulls to the sword;
Let them ®®go down to the slaughter!
Woe upon them, for their (¢Yday has come,
The time of their punishment.

28 We hear a ®sound of fugitives and refugees from the land of Babylon,
To declare in Zion the ®®vengeance of the LORD our God,
Vengeance for His ®Ytemple.

29"Summon “many against Babylon,

All those who bend the bow:

Encamp against her on every side,

Let her find no escape.

Repay her according to her work;

EMAccording to all that she has done, so do to her;
For she has become ®¥arrogant against the LORD,
Against the Holy One of Israel.

30" Therefore her 9young men will fall in her streets,

And all her men of war will fall into silence in that day," declares the
LORD.

31nBehold, 91 place Myself against you, O arrogant one,"
Declares the Lord GOD of hosts,

"For your day has come,
The time when I will punish you.

32"The (BR)arrogant one will stumble and fall
With no one to raise him up;

And I will ®set fire to his cities
And it will devour all his environs."

33Thus says the LORD of hosts,

"The sons of Israel have suffered oppression,



And the sons of Judah as well;
And ®Dall who took them captive have held them fast,
They have refused to let them go.
3" Their BYRedeemer we acknowledge as strong, 8Ythe LORD of hosts
they call Him;
He will vigorously ®%plead their case
So that He may ®bring rest to the earth,
But turmoil to the inhabitants of Babylon.
3vA BY)sword against the Chaldeans," declares the LORD,
"And against the inhabitants of Babylon
And against her ®2)officials and her “®wise men!
36"A sword against the “®oracle priests, and they will become fools!
A sword against her ““mighty men, and they will ®shatter!
37"A sword against their “®horses and against their chariots
And against all the “Pforeigners who dwell in the midst of her,
And they will become ‘““women!
A sword against her treasures, and they will become plundered!
38up (Hdrought on her waters, and they will dry up!
For it has become a land of Didols,
And they have become mad over fearsome idols.
3" Therefore the (<Ydesert creatures will live there along with the jackals;
The ostriches also will live in it,
And it will “never again have inhabitants
Or dwelt in from generation to generation.
40"As when God overthrew “©Sodom
And Gomorrah with its neighbors," declares the LORD,
"No man will live there,
Nor will any son of man reside in it.
4i"Behold, a people come “from the north,
And a great nation and many kings
Will be aroused from the remote parts of the earth.
42nThey (Ngejze their bow and javelin;
They have cruelty and no mercy
Their Pyoice roars like the sea;
And they ride on @horses,
(CR)Marshalled like a man for the battle
Against you, O daughter of Babylon.
43nThe (Sking of Babylon has heard the report about them,
And his hands hang limp;
(CDDjstress has gripped him,
Agony like a woman in childbirth.

44n(CBehold, one will come up like a lion from the thicket of the Jordan to a
perennially watered pasture; for in an instant I will make them run away



from it, and whoever they choose I will appoint over it For who compares to
Me, and who will summon Me into court? And who then serves as the
shepherd who can ¥stand before Me?"

“>Therefore hear the (“Yplan of the LORD which He has planned against
Babylon, and His purposes which He has purposed against the land of the
Chaldeans: “®surely they will drag them off, even the little ones of the
flock; surely He will make their pasture desolate because of them.

4®At the shout, "Babylon has become seized!" the (®®earth shakes, and an
CBoutcry we hear among the nations.

Jeremiah 51
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Babylon Judged for Sins against Israel

Thus says the LORD:

"Behold, I will arouse against Babylon
And against the inhabitants of [2!Leb-kamai
The ®spirit of a destroyer.

2T will dispatch foreigners to Babylon that they may ®winnow her
And may devastate her land;
For on every side they will oppose her
In the day of her calamity.

3"et not him who ‘©bends his bow bend it,
Nor let him rise up in his ®scale-armor;
So do not spare her young men;
Devote all her army to destruction.

“"They will fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans,
And ®pierced through in their streets."

>For ®neither Israel nor Judah I have forsaken
By his God, the LORD of hosts,
Although their land has filled with guilt
Before the Holy One of Israel.

®MFlee from the midst of Babylon,
And each of you save his life!
Do not suffer her destruction and punishment,
For this we identify as the YLORD'S time of vengeance;
He intends to ®'render recompense to her.

’Babylon has served as a golden “cup in the hand of the LORD,



Intoxicating all the earth
The Mnations have drunk of her wine;
Therefore the nations have gone mad.
8Suddenly ‘©Babylon has fallen and has broken;
®Wwail over her!
Q@Bring balm for her pain;
Perhaps she may receive healing.
We applied healing to Babylon, but she did not receive healing;
Forsake her and ®let us each go to his own country,
For her judgment has reached to heaven
And towers up to the very skies.
1%The LORD has ®Mbrought about our vindication;
Come and let us Wrecount in Zion
The work of the LORD our God!
1Msharpen the arrows, fill the quivers!
The LORD has aroused the spirit of the kings of the Medes,
Because His purpose focuses against Babylon to destroy it;
For it represents the ™vengeance of the LORD, vengeance for His

temple.

L2MLift up a signal against the walls of Babylon;
Post a strong guard,
Station sentries,
Place men in ambush!
For the LORD has both Wpurposed and performed
What He spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon.
130 you who @dwell by many waters,
Abundant in ®)treasures,
Your end has come,
The measure of your “Bend.
14The A9LORD of hosts has sworn by Himself:
"Surely I will fill you with a population like “®|ocusts,
And they will cry out with shouts of victory over you."
151t is ®®He who made the earth by His power,
Who established the world by His wisdom,
And by His understanding He “F)stretched out the heavens.
When He utters His “®voice, there appears a tumult of waters in the

heavens,

And He causes the “®clouds to ascend from the end of the earth;
He makes lightning for the rain
And brings forth the “Pwind from His storehouses.
17(ADAll mankind remains stupid, devoid of knowledge;
Every goldsmith falls into shame by his idols,
For his molten images seem “Xdeceitful,
And they have no breath in them.



18They appear ®Yworthless, a work of mockery;
In the time of their punishment they will perish.
19The “Mportion of Jacob we do not regard like these;
For God makes them all,
And of the tribe of His inheritance;
The ®YLORD of hosts we acknowledge as His name.
20He says, "You resemble My ®9war-club, My weapon of war;
And with you I ®Pshatter nations,
And with you I destroy kingdoms.
21'with you I “Qshatter the horse and his rider,
And with you I shatter the “®chariot and its rider,
>2And with you I shatter ®“man and woman,
And with you I shatter old man and “Pyouth,
And with you I shatter young man and virgin,
23And with you I shatter the shepherd and his flock,
And with you I shatter the farmer and his team,
And with you I shatter governors and prefects.

24vBut I will repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of “Y’Chaldea for AYall
their evil that they have done in Zion before your eyes," declares the LORD.
2>vBehold, AW fight against you, ®¥)O destroying mountain,
Who destroys the whole earth," declares the LORD,
"And I will stretch out My hand against you,
And roll you down from the crags,
And I will make you a “Yburnt out mountain.
26"They will not take from you even a stone for a corner
Nor a stone for foundations,
But you will remain ®2desolate forever," declares the LORD.
27(BA)Lift up a signal in the land,
Blow a trumpet among the nations!
Consecrate the nations against her,
Summon against her the ®®kingdoms of ©®Ararat, Minni and
ED)Ashkenaz;
Appoint a marshal against her,
Bring up the ®®horses like bristly locusts.
28Consecrate the nations against her,
The kings of the Medes,
Their governors and all their prefects,
And every land of their dominion.
2950 the ®Pland quakes and writhes,
For the purposes of the LORD against Babylon stand,
To make the land of Babylon
A (BSdesolation without inhabitants.
3The B®mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting,



They stay in the strongholds;
EDTheir strength has become exhausted,
They have become ®)like women;
Their dwelling places I set on fire,
The ®9bars of her gates have broken.
310ne ®Ycourier runs to meet another,
And one ®®messenger to meet another,
To tell the king of Babylon
That his city has fallen into captivity from end to end;
32The fords the enemies also have seized,
And they have burned the marshes with fire,
And the men of war feel terror.

3For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:
"The daughter of Babylon resembles a ¥threshing floor
At the time it has become stamped firm;
Yet in a little while the time of ®®harvest will come for her."
3*"Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has ®®devoured me and crushed me,
He has set me down like an ®@empty vessel;
He has ®®swallowed me like a monster,
He has filled his stomach with my delicacies;
He has washed me away.
3"May the ®Sviolence done to me and to my flesh fall upon Babylon,"
The inhabitant of Zion will say;
And, "May someone pour my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea,
Jerusalem will say.

3%Therefore thus says the LORD,
"Behold, I intend to ®Pplead your case
And ®Yexact full vengeance for you;
And YT will dry up her sea
And make her fountain dry.
37m(EW)Babylon will become a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals,
An ®¥object of horror and hissing, without inhabitants.
38"They will roar together like ®Yyoung lions,
They will growl like lions' cubs.
3"When they become heated up, I will serve them their banquet
And ®9make them drunk, that they may become jubilant
And may “Ysleep a perpetual sleep
And not wake up," declares the LORD.
40T will bring them down like lambs “Bto the slaughter,
Like rams together with male goats.
row [RIE95heshak has fallen into captivity,
And ‘“Pthe praise of the whole earth has become seized!



How Babylon has become an object of horror among the nations!
42nThe (CB)sea has come up over Babylon;
She has become engulfed with its tumultuous waves.
43"Her cities have become an “Pobject of horror,
A parched land and a desert,
A land in which ®no man lives
And through which no son of man passes.
44n(CT will punish Bel in Babylon,
And I will make what he has swallowed “Ycome out of his mouth;
And the nations will no longer “stream to him
Even the ®wall of Babylon has fallen down!
4> come forth from her midst, My people,
And each of you “®save yourselves
From the fierce anger of the LORD.
“e"Now Mso that your heart does not grow faint,
And you have no fear at the “Preport that people will hear in the
land--
For the report will come one year,
And after that another report in another year,
And violence will occur in the land
With Pruler against ruler--
*’Therefore behold, days will come
When I will punish the “Yidols of Babylon;
And her whole land will fall into shame
And all her slain will fall in her midst.
“8"Then (“)heaven and earth and all that dwells in them
Will shout for joy over Babylon,
For (“Dthe destroyers will come to her from the north,"
Declares the LORD.
49(CIndeed Babylon will fall for the slain of Israel,
As also for Babylon Ythe slain of all the earth have fallen.
Oyvou ©who have escaped the sword,
Depart! Do not stay!
(&X)Remember the LORD from afar,
And let Jerusalem come to your mind.
SLE\We feel shame because we have heard reproach;
Disgrace has covered our faces,
For (“Yaliens have entered
The holy places of the LORD'S house.
>2"Therefore behold, the days will come," declares the LORD,
"When I will punish her ®¥jdols,
And the mortally wounded will groan throughout her land.
>3"Though Babylon should (®®ascend to the heavens,
And though she should fortify her lofty stronghold,



From (®“)Me destroyers will come to her," declares the LORD.
>The ®Psound of an outcry from Babylon,

And of great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans!
>>For the LORD intends to destroy Babylon,

And He will make her loud noise vanish from her.

And their ®®waves will roar like many waters;

The tumult of their voices sounds forth.
*’For the (®Pdestroyer comes against her, against Babylon,

And her mighty men will fall into captivity,

Their ®pows shatter;

For the LORD serve as a God of ®®recompense,

He will fully repay.
>"T will ®make her princes and her wise men drunk,

Her governors, her prefects and her mighty men,

That they may sleep a (®perpetual sleep and not wake up,"

(B¥Declares the King, whose name we identify as the LORD of hosts.

*%Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"The broad (®“wall of Babylon will completely collapse
And her high ®gates will burn;
So the peoples will ®¥toil for nothing,
And the nations become (®@exhausted only for fire."

>*The message which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of
(CP)Neriah, the grandson of Mahseiah, when he went with ®¥Zedekiah the
king of Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. (Now Seraiah served
as quartermaster.)

050 Jeremiah ®®wrote in a single scroll all the calamity which would come
upon Babylon, namely, all these words which I have written concerning
Babylon.

®1Then Jeremiah said to Seraiah, "As soon as you come to Babylon, then
see that you read all these words aloud,

2and say, 'You, O LORD, have promised concerning this place to ®cut it
off, so that nothing will dwell in it, whether man or beast, but it will fall into
a perpetual desolation.'

83"And as soon as you finish reading this scroll, you will tie a stone to it and
OYWthrow it into the middle of the Euphrates,



%%and say, 'Just so shall Babylon sink down and ®“not rise again because of
the calamity that I intend to bring upon her; and they will become
Wexhausted " ©®¥Thus far we record the words of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 52
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The Fall of Jerusalem

1®)zedekiah reached twenty-one years when he became king, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother had the name
of ®Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of ©)Libnah.

’He did ®evil in the sight of the LORD like all that ®Jehoiakim had done.

3For through the ®anger of the LORD this came about in Jerusalem and
Judah until He cast them out from His presence And Zedekiah ©rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

“MNow it came about in the ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the
tenth month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his
army, against Jerusalem, camped against it and built a Usiege wall all
around it.

*D30 the city fell under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

®0n the ninth day of the ®fourth month the (“famine seemed so severe in
the city that no one could find food for the people of the land.

'Then enemies broke into the city, and all the ®Wmen of war fled and went
forth from the city at night by way of the gate between the two walls which
was by the king's garden, though the Chaldeans camped ©all around the
city. And they went by way of the Arabah.

8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and ®Povertook Zedekiah
in the plains of Jericho, and all his army scattered from him.

°Then they captured the king and ¥brought him up to the king of Babylon
at ®Riblah in the land of ®Hamath, and he passed sentence on him.

1%The king of Babylon Pslaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes,
and he also slaughtered all the princes of Judah in Riblah.



UThen he Whblinded the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound
him with bronze fetters and brought him to Babylon and put him in prison
until the day of his death.

12)Now on the tenth day of the fifth month, which we mark as the
Wnineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, ®Nebuzaradan
the captain of the bodyguard, who served the king of Babylon, came to
Jerusalem.

BHe ®burned the house of the LORD, the ?’king's house and all the houses
of Jerusalem; even every large house he burned with fire.

1450 all the army of the Chaldeans who remained with the captain of the
guard ®broke down all the walls around Jerusalem.

15Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard “®carried away into exile
some of the poorest of the people, the rest of the people who remained in
the city, the ““deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon and the
rest of the artisans.

16gyt (ADNebuzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of
the land to the vinedressers and plowmen.

Now the bronze ®Epillars which belonged to the house of the LORD and
the ®Pstands and the bronze “Ssea, which served in the house of the LORD,
the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried all their bronze to Babylon.

18They also took away the ®®)pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the basins, the
pans and all the bronze vessels which they used in temple service.

1%The captain of the guard also took away the “Pbowls, the firepans, the
basins, the pots, the lampstands, the pans and the drink offering bowils,
what was fine gold and what consisted of fine silver.

20The two pillars, the one sea, and the twelve bronze bulls that stood under
the sea, and the stands, which King Solomon had made for the house of the
LORD--the bronze of all these vessels measured “Ybeyond weight.

21ns for the pillars, the ®height of each pillar measured eighteen cubits,
and it measured twelve cubits in “Ycircumference and four fingers in
thickness, and hollow.

22Now a “Mcapital of bronze appeared on it; and the height of each capital
was five cubits, with network and “Ypomegranates upon the capital all



around, all of bronze. And the second pillar resembled these, including
pomegranates.

23We counted ninety-six exposed pomegranates; all ®9the pomegranates
numbered a hundred on the network all around.

2“Then the captain of the guard took ®®Seraiah the chief priest and
(AQ7ephaniah the second priest, with the three ®®officers of the temple.

2>He also took from the city one official who served as overseer of the men
of war, and seven of the ®®king's advisers who they found in the city, and
the scribe of the commander of the army who mustered the people of the
land, and sixty men of the people of the land who they found in the midst of
the city.

26Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and ““Ubrought them to
the king of Babylon at Riblah.

>’Then the king of Babylon ®Ystruck them down and put them to death at
Riblah in the land of Hamath So Judah’s enemies led her away into exile
from its land.

*These we identify as the people whom “YNebuchadnezzar carried away
into exile: in the seventh year 3,023 Jews;

2%in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar 832 persons from Jerusalem;

3%n the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, ®*Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard carried into exile 745 Jewish people; we counted 4,600 persons
in all.

3UAY)Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth of the month, that
Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, “?showed favor
to Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison.

32(BA)Then he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the thrones of
the kings who dwelled with him in Babylon.

3350 Jehoiachin ®®changed his prison clothes, and 9had his meals in the
king's presence regularly all the days of his life.

3*For his allowance, a ®regular allowance he received from the king of
Babylon, a daily portion all the days of his life until the day of his death.



Lamentations 1-5

Rendered into E-Prime by Dr. David F. Maas

The Sorrows of Zion

'How Plonely sits the city
That formerly had many people!
She has become like a “widow
Who had once achieved ®greatness among the nations!
She who ruled as a princess among the provinces
Has become a ®forced laborer!
2She P'weeps bitterly in the night
And her tears roll down her cheeks;
She has none to comfort her
Among all her ®lovers
All her friends have ®dealt treacherously with her;
They have become her enemies.
3Djudah has gone into exile under affliction
And under harsh servitude;
She dwells Pamong the nations,
But she has found no rest;
All ®her pursuers have overtaken her
In the midst of distress.
“The roads of Zion have fullness of mourning
Because ‘“no one comes to the appointed feasts
All her gates appear Mdesolate;
Her priests groan,
Her Myirgins have become afflicted,
And she herself has grown ©bitter.
>Her adversaries have become her masters,
Her enemies prosper;
For the LORD has ®caused her grief
Because of the multitude of her transgressions;
Her little ones have gone away
As captives before the adversary.
All her @majesty



Has departed from the daughter of Zion;
Her princes have become like deer

That have found no pasture;

And they have ®fled without strength
Before the pursuer.

’In the days of her affliction and homelessness
(8)Jerusalem remembers all her precious things
That existed from the days of old,

When her people fell into the hand of the adversary
And @no one helped her

The adversaries saw her,

They Wmocked at her ruin.

8jerusalem sinned Mgreatly,

Therefore Wshe has become an unclean thing
All who honored her despise her

Because they have seen her nakedness;

Even ®she herself groans and turns away.

Her Muncleanness penetrated in her skirts;

She did not consider her @future
Therefore she has “*fallen astonishingly;
(2B)She has no comforter

"(A€5ee, O LORD, my affliction,

For the enemy has “®magnified himself!"

1%The adversary has stretched out his hand
Over all her precious things,

For she has seen the E)nations enter her sanctuary,

The ones whom You commanded

That they should “Fnot enter into Your congregation.
YAl her people groan ®®seeking bread;

They have given their precious things for food

To ®restore their lives themselves

"See, O LORD, and look,

For I feel®Pdespised."

12'Do you consider “Yit nothing to all you who pass this way?
Look and see if any pain exists like my pain
Which the LORD severely dealt out to me,

Which the ®LORD inflicted on the day of His “Yfierce anger.
13"From on high He sent fire into my “®bones,

And it prevailed over them

He has spread a “Ynet for my feet;

He has turned me back;

He has made me ®9desolate,

Faint all day long.
4 The APy oke of my transgressions have bound me;



By His hand He knits them together
They have “Ycome upon my neck;
He has made my strength fail
The Lord “®has given me into the hands
Of those against whom I cannot stand.
15The ®SLord has rejected all my strong men
In my midst;
He has called an appointed time against me
To crush my “Dyoung men;
The Lord has “Ytrodden as in a wine press
The virgin daughter of Judah.
18"For these things I AYweep;
My eyes run down with water;
Because a comforter exists far from me,
One who restores my soul.
My children have become desolate
Because the enemy has prevailed."
17Zion ®¥stretches out her hands;
No one comforts her;
The LORD has ®Y)commanded concerning Jacob
That the ones round about him should become his adversaries;
(A2)jerusalem has become an unclean thing among them.
18"The LORD acts righteously;
For I have ®®rebelled against His command;
Hear now, all peoples,
And ©9behold my pain;
DMy virgins and my young men
Have gone into captivity.
19n1 (BB)called to my lovers, but they deceived me;
My ©Bpriests and my elders perished in the city
While they sought food to (E®restore their strength themselves.
20ngee O LORD, for I have fallen in distress:
My EBspirit feels greatly troubled;
My heart has become overturned within me,
For I have behaved very ®rebelliously.
In the street the sword slays;
In the house it feels like death.
?I"They have heard that I ®)groan;
No one to comforts me;
All my enemies have heard of my calamity;
They are ®Xglad that You have done it
Oh, that You would bring the day which You have proclaimed,
That they may become ©Ylike me.
22" et all their wickedness come before You;



And ®™Mdeal with them as You have dealt with me
For all my transgressions;
For my groans multiply and my heart has become faint."

Lamentations 2
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God's Anger over Israel

'How the Lord has ®covered the daughter of Zion
With a cloud in His anger!
He has ®cast from heaven to earth
The ©glory of Israel,
And has not remembered His ®footstool
In the day of His anger.
>The Lord has ®'swallowed up; He has not spared
All the habitations of Jacob
In His wrath He has ©thrown down
The strongholds of the daughter of Judah;
He has 9brought them down to the ground;
He has ®profaned the kingdom and its princes.
3In fierce anger He has cut off
All the Ostrength of Israel;
He has @Pdrawn back His right hand
From before the enemy
And He has ®burned in Jacob like a flaming fire
Consuming round about.
“He has bent His ®bow like an enemy;
He has set His right hand like an adversary
And slain all that seemed ™pleasant to the eye;
In the tent of the daughter of Zion
He has ™poured out His wrath like fire.
>The Lord has become like an @enemy
He has ®swallowed up Israel;
He has swallowed up all its Ypalaces,
He has destroyed its strongholds
And ®multiplied in the daughter of Judah
Mourning and moaning.
®And He has violently treated His tabernacle like a garden booth;
He has ©)destroyed His appointed meeting place
The LORD has Pcaused to become forgotten
The appointed feast and sabbath in Zion,



And He has Ydespised king and priest
In the indignation of His anger.
"The Lord has rejected His altar,
He has abandoned His sanctuary;
He Whas delivered into the hand of the enemy
The walls of her palaces
They have made a ®noise in the house of the LORD
As in the day of an appointed feast.
8The LORD determined to destroy
The wall of the daughter of Zion.
He has Wstretched out a line,
He has not restrained His hand from destroying,
And He has Ycaused rampart and wall to lament;
They have languished together.
‘Her ®gates have sunk into the ground,
He has destroyed and broken her bars
Her king and her princes live among the nations;
The ®®law has ceased
Also, her prophets find
(A9No vision from the LORD.
1%The elders of the daughter of Zion
(AD)sjt on the ground, they remain silent
They have thrown “Pdust on their heads;
They have girded themselves with “%sackcloth
The ®®virgins of Jerusalem
Have bowed their heads to the ground.
1My @Deyes fail because of tears,
My ADspirit feels greatly troubled;
My @AKheart has become poured out on the earth
(ABecause of the destruction of the daughter of my people,
When @®jittle ones and infants faint
In the streets of the city.
12They say to their mothers,
"EM\Where can we find grain and wine?"
As they faint like a wounded man
In the streets of the city,
As their “9life pours out
On their mothers' bosom.
3How shall I admonish you?
To what ®®shall I compare you,
O daughter of Jerusalem?
To what shall I liken you as I comfort you,
0 “Qvirgin daughter of Zion?
For your ruin has become as vast as the sea;



Who can ®®heal you?
your ®Sprophets have seen for you
False and foolish visions;
And they have not “Dexposed your iniquity
So as to restore you from captivity,
But they have “Yseen for you false and misleading oracles.
15All who pass along the way
(AY)Clap their hands in derision at you;
They ®hiss and shake their heads
At the daughter of Jerusalem,
"Is this the city of which they said,
'@¥)The perfection of beauty,
(AYA joy to all the earth'?"
1Al A8your enemies
Have opened their mouths wide against you;
They hiss and ®*)gnash their teeth
They say, "We have ®®swallowed her up!
Surely this has become the <day for which we waited;
We have reached it, we have seen it."
The LORD has ®®done what He purposed;
He has accomplished His word
Which He commanded from days of old
He has thrown down ®®without sparing,
And He has caused the enemy to ©Prejoice over you;
He has (B9exalted the might of your adversaries.
18Their ®Pheart cried out to the Lord,
"0 (Dwall of the daughter of Zion,
Let your ®Vtears run down like a river day and night;
Give yourself no relief,
Let your eyes have no rest.
"Arise, cry aloud in the ®night
At the beginning of the night watches;
ELpour out your heart like water
Before the presence of the Lord;
Lift up your hands to Him
For the ®®jife of your little ones
Who are ®Yfaint because of hunger
At the head of every street."
29See, O LORD, and look!
With ®9whom have You dealt thus?
Should women ®Peat their offspring,
The little ones who whose birth appeared healthy?
Should ®%priest and prophet become slain
In the sanctuary of the Lord?



210n the ground in the streets
Lie ®®young and old;
My B3virgins and my young men
Have fallen by the sword
You have slain them in the day of Your anger,
You have slaughtered, ®Pnot sparing.
22you called as in the day of an appointed feast
My Yterrors on every side;
And no one escaped or survived
In the day of the LORD'S anger
Those ®®whom I bore and reared,
My enemy annihilated them.

Lamentations 3

NASB E-Prime DFM
Jeremiah Shares Israel's Affliction

1 proclaim myself the man who has ®seen affliction
Because of the rod of His wrath.

’He has driven me and made me walk
In ®darkness and not in light.

3Surely against me He has ©turned His hand
Repeatedly all the day.

“He has caused my ®flesh and my skin to waste away,
He has ®broken my bones.

*He has ®besieged and encompassed me with ®bitterness and hardship.

°In ®dark places He has made me dwell,
Like those who have long died.

’He has ®Pwalled me in so that I cannot go out;
He has made my @chain heavy.

8Even when I cry out and call for help,
He ®shuts out my prayer.

°He has ®blocked my ways with hewn stone;
He has made my paths crooked.

1%He appears to me like a bear lying in wait,
Like a lion in secret places.

1He has turned aside my ways and ®torn me to pieces;
He has made me desolate.

12He Mpent His bow



And Yset me as a target for the arrow.
13He made the arrows of His ®quiver
To enter into my inward parts.
%I have become a Qlaughingstock to all my people,
Their mocking ®song all the day.
5He has ©filled me with bitterness,
He has made me drunk with wormwood.
%He has Pbroken my teeth with Ygravel;
He has made me cower in the ®dust.
1My soul has become rejected Wfrom peace;
I have forgotten happiness.
1850 I say, "My strength has perished,
And so has my ®hope from the LORD."

Hope of Relief in God's Mercy

19Remember my affliction and my wandering, the ®Pwormwood and

bitterness.
20Surely ¥ my soul remembers
And has ®bowed down within me.
?1This I recall to my mind,
Therefore I have “Bhope.
>’The LORD'S Slovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
(AD)For His compassions never fail.
>3They renew “Bevery morning;
Greatly we acknowledge “PYour faithfulness.
24"The LORD I regard as my portion," says my soul,
"Therefore I ®have hope in Him."
>>The LORD proves good to those who “Dwait for Him,
To the person who “Yseeks Him.
26Tt seems good that he “¥waits silently
For the salvation of the LORD.
/Tt is good for a man that he should bear
The yoke in his youth.
28| et him Ysit alone and remain silent
Since He has laid it on him.
%L et him put his mouth in the ®™®dust,
Perhaps there remains ®®hope.
30 et him give his “Qcheek to the smiter,
Let him have his fill of reproach.
31For the Lord will ®®not reject forever,



32For if He causes grief,
Then He will have “Qcompassion
According to His abundant lovingkindness.
3For He ®®does not afflict willingly
Or grieve the sons of men.
3*To crush under His feet
All the prisoners of the land,
35To deprive a man of 9justice
In the presence of the Most High,
36To (ADdefraud a man in his lawsuit--
Of these things the Lord does not approve.
3’Who speaks and it “Ycomes to pass,
Unless the Lord has commanded it?
38 Does it not come from the mouth of the Most High
That ®Yboth good and ill go forth?
3Why should any living mortal, or any man,
Offer Wcomplaint in view of his sins?
40l et us “®examine and probe our ways,
And let us return to the LORD.
we AYJift up our heart and hands
Toward God in heaven;
“2\We have “9transgressed and rebelled,
You have ®*not pardoned.
“3You have covered Yourself with ®®anger
And ®9pursued us;
You have slain and ©®have not spared.
“4You have ®Fcovered Yourself with a cloud
So that ®®no prayer can pass through.
“>You have made us mere (9offscouring and refuse
In the midst of the peoples.
4®All our enemies have ®®opened their mouths against us.
47(BDpanic and pitfall have befallen us,
Devastation and destruction;
“8My (Bleyes run down with streams of water
Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people.
““My eyes pour down ©®unceasingly,
Without stopping,
>0Until the LORD ®Ylooks down



And sees from heaven.

>!My eyes bring pain to my soul
Because of all the daughters of my city.

>’My enemies ™Mwithout cause
Hunted me down ®Yjike a bird;

>3They have silenced me ©%in the pit
And have ®®placed a stone on me.

>*Waters flowed ®Yover my head;
I said, "I feel cut off!"

51 BR)called on Your name, O LORD,
Out of the lowest pit.

>%You have S heard my voice,
"®DDo not hide Your ear from my prayer for relief,
From my cry for help."

>’You ®Ydrew near when I called on You;
You said, "YDo not fear!"

>80 Lord, You ®%have pleaded my soul's cause;
You have ®redeemed my life.

>0 LORD, You have ®Yseen my oppression;
B2)3judge my case.

®%you have seen all their vengeance,
All their ““schemes against me.

1you have heard their “®reproach, O LORD,
All their schemes against me.

®2The (“Y)ips of my assailants and their whispering
Are against me all day long.

®3Look on their (Psitting and their rising;
(€B)I have become their mocking song.

%You will “Precompense them, O LORD,
According to the work of their hands.

%5You will give them ®hardness of heart,
Your curse will fall upon them.

%¢you will “@pursue them in anger and destroy them
From under the “Pheavens of the LORD!



Lamentations 4

NASB E-Prime DFM

Distress of the Siege Described

'How ®dark the gold has become,
How the pure gold has changed!
The sacred stones have poured out
At the corner of every street.
>The precious sons of Zion,
Weighed against fine gold,
How they became regarded as ®earthen jars,
The work of a potter's hands!
3Even (©jackals offer the breast,
They nurse their young;
But the daughter of my people has become ®cruel
Like ®ostriches in the wilderness.
“The ®tongue of the infant cleaves
To the roof of its mouth because of Gthirst;
The little ones ®ask for bread,
But no one breaks it for them.
*Those who ate Pdelicacies
Are desolate in the streets;
Those reared in purple
Embrace ash pits.
®For the iniquity of the daughter of my people
Has become greater than the Ysin of Sodom,
Which became ®overthrown as in a moment,
And no hands turned toward her.
’Her consecrated ones appear ‘“purer than snow,
They looked whiter than milk;
They appeared more ruddy in body than corals,
Their polishing resembled ®lapis lazuli.
8Their appearance seemed Wblacker than soot,
No one recognizes them in the streets;
Their @skin shrivels on their bones,
It withered, it has become like wood.
Better we regard those ®slain with the sword
Than those slain with hunger;
For they @pine away, having become stricken
For lack of the fruits of the field.
1%The hands of compassionate women
R)Boiled their own children;



They became ©food for them
Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people.
1The LORD has Maccomplished His wrath,
He has poured out His fierce anger;
And He has Wkindled a fire in Zion
Which has consumed its foundations.
12The kings of the earth did not believe,
Nor did any of @the inhabitants of the world,
That the adversary and the enemy
Could Wenter the gates of Jerusalem.
13Because of the sins of her ®prophets
And the iniquities of her priests,
Who have shed in her midst
The ®blood of the righteous;
“They wandered, ®blind, in the streets;
They defiled themselves with “*blood
So that no one could touch their ®?garments.
5vpepart! A9Unclean!" they cried of themselves
"Depart, depart, do not touch!"
So they “Pfled and wandered;
Men among the nations said,
"They shall not continue to dwell with us."
1%The presence of the LORD has scattered them,
He will not continue to regard them;
They did not “Bhonor the priests,
They did not favor the elders.
17yet our eyes failed,
Looking for help proved “Puseless;
In our watching we have watched
For a “®nation that could not save.
18They “BDhunted our steps
So that we could not walk in our streets;
Our ®Dend drew near,
Our days finished
For our end had come.
1%0ur pursuers seemed Mswifter
Than the eagles of the sky;
They chased us on the mountains,
They waited in ambush for us in the wilderness.
20The BBpreath of our nostrils, the ADLORD'S anointed,
Was ®®captured in their pits,
Of whom we had said, "Under his ®Yshadow
We shall live among the nations."
21Rejoice and feel glad, O daughter of “YEdom,



Who dwells in the land of Uz;
But the ®®cup will come around to you as well,
You will become drunk and make yourself naked.
22The punishment of your iniquity has become “9completed, O daughter
of Zion;
He will exile you no longer
But He ®Rwill punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom;
He will expose your sins!

Lamentations 5
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A Prayer for Mercy

lRemember, O LORD, what has befallen us;
Look, and see our ®reproach!
20ur inheritance You have turned over to ®strangers,
Our ©houses to aliens.
3We have become orphans ®without a father,
Our mothers have become like widows.
“We have to pay for our drinking ®water,
Our wood comes to us at a price.
>Our pursuers follow at our necks;
We are worn out, we have ©no rest .
®We have submitted to (Egypt and Assyria to get enough bread.
’Our ®fathers sinned, and exist no more;
It is we who have borne their iniquities.
8()glaves rule over us;
No one will deliver us from their hand.
We get our bread at the ®risk of our lives
Because of the sword in the wilderness.
00ur skin has become as ®hot as an oven,
Because of the burning heat of famine.
1They ravished the ®women in Zion,
The virgins in the cities of Judah.
12 They hung the princes by their hands;
ME|ders received no respect.
13Young men @worked at the grinding mill,
And youths ®stumbled under loads of wood.
1“Elders have disappeared from the gate,
Young men from their @music.
15The joy of our hearts has ®ceased;



Our dancing has turned into mourning.
16The Scrown has fallen from our head;
(DWoe to us, for we have sinned!
17Because of this our Pheart faints,
Because of these things our Yeyes have become dim;
18Because of WMount Zion which lies desolate,
XFoxes prowl in it.
15Myou, O LORD, rule forever;
Your ®throne lasts from generation to generation.
20Why do You ®®forget us forever?
Why do You forsake us so long?
21(AB)Restore us to You, O LORD, that we may receive restoration;
Renew “our days as of old,
22Unless “PYou have utterly rejected us
And have become exceedingly “®angry with us.

Ezekiel 1-48

Rendered into E-Prime by Dr. David F. Maas

The Vision of Four Figures

!Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth
month, while I stood by the ®river Chebar among the exiles, the ®heavens
opened and I saw ©visions of God.

2(0On the fifth of the month in the ®fifth year of King Jehoiachin's exile,

3the ®word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi,
in the ®land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there ©the hand of
the LORD came upon him.)

“As I looked, behold, a ®storm wind came from the north, a great cloud
with fire flashing forth continually and a bright light around it, and in its
midst something like ‘Uglowing metal in the midst of the fire.



*Within it I saw figures resembling @four living beings And this I noted as
their appearance: they had human ®form.

®Each of them had “four faces and ™four wings.

'Their legs looked straight and their feet resembled a calf's hoof, and they
gleamed like ™burnished bronze.

8Under their wings on their Yfour sides appeared human ®hands. As for
the faces and wings of the four of them,

their wings touched one another; their faces did ‘Pnot turn when they
moved, each ®went straight forward.

0as for the &form of their faces, each had the Pface of a man; all four had
the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left, and all four
had the face of an eagle.

11Such appeared their faces. Their wings spread out above; each had two
touching another being, and “two covering their bodies.

2And Meach went straight forward; “Wwherever the spirit would go, they
would go, without turning as they went.

13In the midst of the living beings there appeared something that looked
like burning coals of ®fire, like torches darting back and forth among the
living beings. The fire appeared bright, and lightning flashed from the fire.

“And the living beings ran to and fro like bolts of “lightning.

>Now as I looked at the living beings, behold, I saw one ®»wheel on the
earth beside the living beings, for each of the four of them.

1%The ®®appearance of the wheels and their workmanship resembled
sparkling ““beryl, and all four of them had the same form, their appearance
and workmanship seeming as if one wheel located within another.

7Whenever they moved, they moved in any of their four directions without
ADturning as they moved.

18As for their rims they appeared lofty and awesome, and the rims of all
four of them appeared “®Efull of eyes round about.



19(4BWhenever the living beings moved, the wheels moved with them And
whenever the living beings “Srose from the earth, the wheels rose also.

208H\Wherever the spirit would go, they would go in that direction. And the
wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings located in
the wheels.

21(AD\whenever those went, these went; and whenever those stood still,
these stood still. And whenever those rose from the earth, the wheels rose
close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings lived in the wheels.

Vision of Divine Glory

22Now ®over the heads of the living beings there looked something like an
expanse, like the awesome gleam of crystal, spread out over their heads.

23Under the expanse their wings stretched out straight, one toward the
other; each one also had ®two wings covering its body on the one side and
on the other.

24T also heard the sound of their wings like the ®Ysound of abundant waters
as they went, like the ®®voice of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the
AN)sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still, they dropped their
wings.

25And there came a voice from above the “Yexpanse that appeared over
their heads; whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings.

26Now AP)above the expanse that appeared over their heads something
(AQresembling a throne, like ®®lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which
resembled a throne, high up, I saw a figure with the appearance of a
AS)man.

>’Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something
(ADlike glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the
appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there
extended a radiance around Him.

28As the appearance of the “Yrainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so
seemed the appearance of the surrounding radiance Such seemed the
appearance of the likeness of the ®Yglory of the LORD And when I saw it, I
(AW)fe|| on my face and heard a voice speaking.



Ezekiel 2
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The Prophet's Call

Then He said to me, "Son of man, “stand on your feet that I may speak
with you!"

2As He spoke to me the ®Spirit entered me and set me on my feet; and I
heard Him speaking to me.

3Then He said to me, "Son of man, I send you to the sons of Israel, to a
rebellious people who have ©rebelled against Me; ®Pthey and their fathers
have transgressed against Me to this very day.

“'T send you to them who have behaved as ®stubborn and obstinate
children, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.'

>"As for them, Pwhether they listen or not--for they have proved
themselves a rebellious house--they will (“know that a prophet has lived
among them.

®"And you, son of man, ®neither fear them nor fear their words, though
(Dthistles and thorns accompany you and you sit on scorpions; neither fear
their words nor feel dismay at their presence, for they have proved
themselves a rebellious house.

’"But you shall Pspeak My words to them ®whether they listen or not, for
they act rebelliously.

8"Now you, son of man, listen to what I speak to you; do not rebel like
that rebellious house. Open your mouth and Peat what I give you."

9Then I looked, and behold, a ®hand extended to me; and lo, a Wscroll
appeared in it.

®When He spread it out before me, it had writing on the front and back,
and written on it appeared lamentations, mourning and ©woe.



Ezekiel 3
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Ezekiel's Commission

Then He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; ®eat this scroll, and
go, speak to the house of Israel."

2So I ®opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll.

3He said to me, "Son of man, feed your stomach and ‘“fill your body with
this scroll which I give you " Then I Pate it, and it tasted sweet as ®honey
in my mouth.

“Then He said to me, "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with
My words to them.

>'For I do not send®you to a people of (Sunintelligible speech or difficult
language, but to the house of Israel,

®nor to many peoples of unintelligible speech or difficult language, whose
words you cannot understand. But I have sent you to them who should listen
to you;

’yet the house of Israel will not listen to you, since they do not want to
listen to Me. Surely the whole house of Israel has become stubborn and
obstinate.

8"Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces and your forehead
as hard as their foreheads.

"l ike emery harder than flint I have made your forehead. Do not fear them
or feel dismay before them, though they have proved themselves a
rebellious house."

®Moreover, He said to me, "Son of man, take into your heart all My ®words
which I will speak to you and listen closely.

11"Go to the exiles, to the sons of your people, and speak to them and tell
them, whether they listen or not, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.""



12Then the YSpirit lifted me up, and I heard a great ®rumbling sound
behind me, "Blessed do we acknowledge the glory of the LORD in His place."

13And I heard the sound of the wings of the living beings touching one
another and the sound of the (®wheels beside them, even a great rumbling
sound.

14S0 the Spirit lifted me up and took me away; and I went embittered in the
rage of my spirit, and ™the hand of the LORD felt strong on me.

15Then I came to the exiles who lived beside the river Chebar at Tel-abib,
and I sat there Wseven days where they lived, causing consternation among
them.

16(9)At the end of seven days the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

17"Son of man, I have appointed you a ®watchman to the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from My mouth, Qwarn them from Me.

18"When I say to the wicked, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn him
or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his ®blood I will require at your
hand.

vyet if you have ®warned the wicked and he does not turn from his
wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have
(Ddelivered yourself.

20nagain, Ywhen a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, and I place an ®obstacle before him, he will die; since you
have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds which
he has done people shall not remember; but his blood I will require at your
hand.

2InHowever, if you have ™Wwarned the righteous man that the righteous
should not sin and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took
warning; and you have delivered yourself."

22The hand of the LORD fell on me there, and He said to me, "Get up, go
out to the plain, and there I will ®speak to you."

2350 I got up and went out to the plain; and behold, the ®Pglory of the LORD
stood there, like the glory which I saw by the river Chebar, and I fell on
my face.



2“The @A)Gpirit then entered me and made me stand on my feet, and He
spoke with me and said to me, "Go, shut yourself up in your house.

25"As for you, son of man, they will ®®put ropes on you and bind you with
them so that you cannot go out among them.

26"Moreover, 9T will make your tongue stick to the roof of your mouth so
that you will become mute and cannot act a man who rebukes them, for
they have proved themselves a rebellious house.

27vgut “Dwhen I speak to you, I will open your mouth and you will say to
them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD ' He who hears, let him hear; and he who
refuses, let him refuse; “for they have proved themselves a rebellious
house.

Ezekiel 4
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Siege of Jerusalem Predicted

I"Now you son of man, ®get yourself a brick, place it before you and
inscribe a city on it, Jerusalem.

2"Then ®lay siege against it, build a siege wall, raise up a ramp, pitch
camps and place battering rams against it all around.

3"Then get yourself an iron plate and set it up as an iron wall between you
and the city, and set your face toward it so that (it appears under siege,
and besiege it This you will give as a ®sign to the house of Israel.

“"As for you, lie down on your left side and lay the iniquity of the house of
Israel on it; you shall ®bear their iniquity for the number of days that you
lie on it.

>"For I have assigned you a number of days corresponding to the years of
their iniquity, three hundred and ninety days; thus ®you shall bear the
iniquity of the house of Israel.



®"When you have completed these, you shall lie down a second time, but on
your right side and bear the iniquity of the house of Judah; I have assigned
it to you for forty days, a day for ©each year.

"Then you shall set your face toward the siege of Jerusalem with your arm
bared and ®prophesy against it.

8"Now behold, I will ®put ropes on you so that you cannot turn from one
side to the other until you have completed the days of your siege.

Defiled Bread

"But as for you, take wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet and Pspelt, put
them in one vessel and make them into bread for yourself; you shall eat it
according to the number of the days that you lie on your side, three hundred
and ninety days.

10myour food which you eat shall consist of ®twenty shekels a day by
weight; you shall eat it from time to time.

"The water you drink shall consist of the sixth part of a hin by measure;
you shall drink it from time to time.

12ryou shall eat it as a barley cake, having baked it in their sight over
human ®dung."

13Then the LORD said, "Thus will the sons of Israel eat their bread
™Munclean among the nations where I will banish them."

14But I said, "™Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I have ©never defiled myself; for
from my youth until now I have never eaten what ®died of itself or had
become torn by beasts, nor has any Yunclean meat ever entered my
mouth."

1>Then He said to me, "See, I will give you cow's dung in place of human
dung over which you will prepare your bread."

®Moreover, He said to me, "Son of man, behold, I intend to ®break the
staff of bread in Jerusalem, and they will eat bread by ®weight and with
anxiety, and drink water by Pmeasure and in horror,

7because bread and water will grow scarce; and they will feel appalled with
one another and ®waste away in their iniquity.



Ezekiel 5
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Jerusalem's Desolation Foretold

I"As for you, son of man, take a ®sharp sword; take and use it as a
barber's razor on your head and beard Then take ®scales for weighing and
divide the hair.

2"One third you shall burn in the fire at the center of the city, when the
©days of the siege have reached completion Then you shall take one third
and strike it with the sword all around the city, and one third you shall
scatter to the wind; and I will Punsheathe a sword behind them.

3"Take also a few in number from them and bind them in the edges of your
robes.

“"Take again some of them and throw them into the fire and burn them in
the fire; from it a fire will spread to all the house of Israel.

>"Thus says the Lord GOD, 'This represent ‘©Jerusalem; I have set her at
the ©center of the nations, with lands around her.

®But she has rebelled against My ordinances more wickedly than the
nations and against My statutes ¥more than the lands which surround her;
for they have @rejected My ordinances and have not walked in My statutes.'
"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because you have “more turmoil
than the nations which surround you and have not walked in My statutes,
nor observed My ordinances, nor observed the ordinances of the nations
which surround you,'

8therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I, even I, fight®against you,
and I will ®execute judgments among you in the sight of the nations.



9'And because of all your abominations, I will do among you what I have
Lnot done, and the like of which I will never do again.

0 Therefore, ™fathers will eat their sons among you, and sons will eat their
fathers; for I will execute judgments on you and ™scatter all your remnant
to every wind.

1'50 as I live,' declares the Lord GOD, 'surely, because you have (Qdefiled
My sanctuary with all your ®detestable idols and with all your abominations,
therefore I will also withdraw, and My eye will have no pity and I will not
spare.

1210ne third of you will die by Yplague or become consumed by famine
among you, one third will fall by the sword around you, and one third I will
R)scatter to every wind, and I will ®unsheathe a sword behind them.

13Thus My anger I will spend and I will satisfy My wrath on them, and I will
feel Dappeased; then they will know that I, the LORD, have @Wspoken in My
zeal when I have spent My wrath upon them.

“'Moreover, I will make you a desolation and a “reproach among the
nations which surround you, in the sight of all who pass by.

15950 it will seem a reproach, a reviling, a Wwarning and an object of horror
to the nations who surround you when I ®execute judgments against you in
anger, wrath and raging rebukes. I, the LORD, have spoken.

o'When I send against them the deadly arrows of famine which I intended
for the destruction of those whom I will send to destroy you, then I will also
intensify the famine upon you and break the staff of bread.

17'Moreover, I will send on you famine and wild beasts, and they will
bereave you of children; ¥plague and bloodshed also will pass through you,
and I will bring the sword on you. I, the LORD, have spoken."



Ezekiel 6
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Idolatrous Worship Denounced

'And the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, set your face toward the ®mountains of Israel, and prophesy
against them

3and say, 'Mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the Lord GOD! Thus
says the Lord GOD to the mountains, the hills, the ravines and the valleys:
"Behold, I Myself will bring a sword on you, and ®1 will destroy your high
places.

“"So your ©altars will become desolate and your incense altars I will
smashed; and I will make your slain fall in front of your idols.

>"T will also lay the dead bodies of the sons of Israel in front of their idols;
and I will scatter your ®bones around your altars.

®'In all your dwellings, ®cities will become waste and the high places will
fall into desolation, that your altars may become waste and desolate, I will
break your ®idols and bring then to an end, your incense altars I will cut
down, and blot your works out.

""The slain will fall among you, and you will know Me as the LORD.

8"However, I will leave a “remnant, for you will have those who escaped
the sword among the nations when have become scattered among the
countries.

"Then those of you who escape will ®remember Me among the nations to
which they will fall into captivity, how I have felt hurt by their adulterous
hearts which turned away from Me, and by their eyes which played the
harlot after their idols; and they will ®loathe themselves in their own sight
for the evils which they have committed, for all their abominations.

1%"Then they will know Me as the LORD; I have not said in vain that I would
inflict this disaster on them."'

1" Thus says the Lord GOD, 'Clap your hand, “stamp your foot and say,
"MAlas, because of all the evil abominations of the house of Israel, which
will fall by Wsword, famine and plague!



12'He who lives ©far off will die by the plague, and he who lives near will
fall by the sword, and he who remains and falls under siege will die by the
famine Thus will I ®spend My wrath on them.

13"Then you will know Me as the LORD, when their (Yslain fall among their
idols around their altars, on ®every high hill, on all the tops of the
mountains, under every green tree and under every leafy oak--the places
where they offered soothing aroma to all their idols.

14"50o throughout all their habitations I will ®stretch out My hand against
them and make the land more desolate and waste than the wilderness
toward Diblah; thus they will know Me as the LORD.""

Ezekiel 7
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Punishment for Wickedness Foretold

'Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"And you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD to the land of Israel, 'An
A)end! The end will come on the four corners of the land.

3'Now the end has come upon you, and I will send My anger against you; I
will judge you according to your ways and bring all your abominations upon
you.

“For My eye will have no pity on you, nor will I spare you, but I will ®bring
your ways upon you, and your abominations will appear among you; then
you will ©know Me as the LORD!"'

>"Thus says the Lord GOD, 'A (®Pdisaster, unique disaster, behold it will
come!

®An end will come; the end has come! It has ®awakened against you;
behold, it has come!



'Your doom has come to you, O inhabitant of the land. The ®time has
come, the ©/day is near--tumult rather than joyful shouting on the
mountains.

8" Now I will shortly ®pour out My wrath on you and spend My anger against
you; Pjudge you according to your ways and bring on you all your
abominations.

My eye will show no pity nor will I spare. I will repay you according to your
ways, while your abominations remain in your midst; then you will know
that I, the LORD, do the smiting.

10'Behold, the day! Behold, it will come! Your doom has gone forth; the
Drod has budded, arrogance has blossomed.

1violence has grown into a rod of ®'wickedness None of them shall remain,
none of their people, none of their “wealth, nor anything eminent among
them.

12The Mtime has come, the day has arrived Let not the ™Wbuyer rejoice nor
the seller mourn; for Qwrath falls against all their multitude.

13'Tndeed, the seller will not Pregain what he sold as long as they both live;
for the vision regarding all their multitude will not avert, nor will any of
them maintain his life by his iniquity.

' They have @blown the trumpet and made everything ready, but no one
goes to the battle, for My wrath I direct against all their multitude.

15The ®sword appears outside and the plague and the famine remain
within. He who walks in the field will die by the sword; famine and the
plague will also consume those in the city.

18'Even when their survivors Sescape, they will flee to the mountains like
(Ddoves of the valleys, all of them ““’mourning, each over his own iniquity.

17All @hands will hang limp and all knees will become like water.
8 They will Wgird themselves with sackcloth and ®shuddering will
overwhelm them; and shame will cover all faces and ®baldness on all their

heads.

' They will @fling their silver into the streets and their gold will become an
abhorrent thing; their ®®silver and their gold will not have the capability of



delivering them in the day of the wrath of the LORD. They cannot satisfy
their appetite nor can they fill their stomachs, for their iniquity has become
an occasion of stumbling.

The Temple Profaned

20'They transformed the beauty of His ornaments into pride, and “®they
made the images of their abominations and their detestable things with it;
therefore I will make it an abhorrent thing to them.

21T will give it into the hands of the ®Sforeigners as plunder and to the
wicked of the earth as spoil, and they will profane it.

22T will also turn My ADface from them, and they will profane My secret
place; then robbers will enter and profane it.

23(AE)Make the chain, for the land has filled with ““Fbloody crimes and the
city fills with violence.

2 Therefore, I will bring the worst of the “®nations, and they will possess
their houses I will also make the “Ppride of the strong ones cease, and their
ADholy places will become profaned.

2>"When anguish comes, they will seek ®peace, but none will come.
26WALpjsaster will come upon disaster and ®™®rumor will add to rumor;
then they will seek a ®vision from a prophet, but the “©law will become
lost from the priest and “Pcounsel from the elders.

>”"The king will mourn, the prince will clothe himself with horror, and the
hands of the people of the land will tremble. According to their conduct I will
deal with them, and by their judgments I will judge them. And they will
know Me as the LORD."

Ezekiel 8
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Vision of Abominations in Jerusalem

1Tt came about in the sixth year, on the fifth day of the sixth month, as I sat
in my house with the elders of Judah sitting before me, that the hand of the
Lord GOD fell on me there.



>Then I looked, and behold, a likeness as the appearance of a man; from
His loins and downward there seemed the ®Mappearance of fire, and from His
loins and upward the appearance of brightness, like the appearance ®of
glowing metal.

3He stretched out the form of a hand and caught me by a lock of my head;
and the ©Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in
the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the
inner court, where the seat of the idol of jealousy, which ®provokes to
jealousy, stood.

“And behold, the ®glory of the God of Israel filled there, like the
appearance which I saw in the plain.

>Then He said to me, "Son of man, Praise your eyes now toward the north
" So I raised my eyes toward the north, and behold, to the north of the altar
gate appeared this ¥idol of jealousy at the entrance.

®And He said to me, "Son of man, do you see what they do, the great
Habominations which the house of Israel commits here, so that I would stay
far from My sanctuary? But yet you will see still greater abominations."

’Then He brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I looked,
behold, a hole in the wall.

8He said to me, "Son of man, now ®Pdig through the wall." So I dug through
the wall, and behold, an entrance.

°And He said to me, "Go in and see the wicked abominations that they
commit here."

1950 I entered and looked, and behold, every form of creeping things and
beasts and detestable things, with all the idols of the house of Israel, they
had carved on the wall all around.

1standing in front of them appeared @seventy ®elders of the house of
Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan standing among them, each man
with his Pcenser in his hand and the fragrance of the cloud of incense rising.

12Then He said to me, "Son of man, do you see what the elders of the house
of Israel commit in the dark, each man in the room of his carved images?
For they say, "™The LORD does not see us; the LORD has ™forsaken the
land.""



13And He said to me, "Yet you will see still greater abominations which they
commit."

“Then He brought me to the entrance of the (@gate of the LORD'S house
which stood toward the north; and behold, women sat there weeping for
Tammuz.

15He said to me, "Do you see this, son of man? Yet you will see still greater
abominations than these."

1*Then He brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house. And
behold, at the entrance to the temple of the LORD, between the porch and
the altar, stood about twenty-five men with their ®backs to the temple of
the LORD and their faces toward the east; and (Ythey prostrated
themselves eastward toward the sun.

He said to me, "Do you see this, son of man? Does it seem a light thing
for the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they have
committed here, that they have ®filled the land with violence and
S)provoked Me repeatedly? For behold, they put the twig to their nose.

18" Therefore, I indeed will deal in wrath. My eye will have no pity nor will I
spare; and Pthough they cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet I will not
listen to them."

Ezekiel 9
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The Vision of Slaughter

Then He cried out in my hearing with a loud ®voice saying, "Draw near, O
executioners of the city, each with his destroying weapon in his hand."

’Behold, six men came from the direction of the upper gate which faces
north, each with his shattering weapon in his hand; and among them stood
®)a certain man clothed in linen with a writing case at his loins. And they
went in and stood beside the bronze altar.



3Then the ©glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub on which it
had appeared, to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man
clothed in linen at whose loins had appeared in the writing case.

“The LORD said to him, "Go through the midst of the city, even through the
midst of Jerusalem, and put a ®mark on the foreheads of the men who
Bsigh and groan over all the abominations which people commit in its
midst."

>But to the others He said in my hearing, "Go through the city after him and
strike; do not let your eye have pity and do not spare.

érUtterly ®slay old men, young men, maidens, little children, and women,
but do not “touch any man on whom is the mark; and you shall ®start
from My sanctuary." So they started with the elders who stood before the
temple.

’And He said to them, "@Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain.
Go out!" Thus they went out and struck down the people in the city.

8As they struck the people and I alone remained, I fell on my face and
cried out saying, "®Alas, Lord GOD! Will You destroy the whole remnant of
Israel by pouring out Your wrath on Jerusalem?"

°Then He said to me, "The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah has
become very, very great, and the land has become ®filled with blood and
the city fills with perversion; for Mthey say, 'The LORD has forsaken the
land, and the LORD does not see!’

10vBut as for Me, (9My eye will have no pity nor will I spare, but ®I will
bring their conduct upon their heads."

"Then behold, the man clothed in linen at whose loins appeared the writing
case reported, saying, "I have done just as You have commanded me."



Ezekiel 10
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Vision of God's Glory Departing from the Temple

Then I looked, and behold, in the ®expanse that appeared over the heads
of the cherubim something like a ®sapphire stone, in appearance
resembling a ©throne, appeared above them.

’And He spoke to the man clothed in linen and said, "Enter between the
©®whirling wheels under the cherubim and fill your hands with ©coals of fire
from between the cherubim and scatter them over the city." And he entered
in my sight.

*Now the cherubim stood on the right side of the temple when the man
entered, and the cloud filled the ®inner court.

“Then the “glory of the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of
the temple, and the ®temple filled with the cloud and the court filled with
the @brightness of the glory of the LORD.

>Moreover, the sound of the wings of the cherubim we could hear as far as
the outer court, like the Pvoice of God Almighty when He speaks.

®It came about when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying,
"Take fire from between the whirling wheels, from between the cherubim,"
he entered and stood beside a wheel.

’Then the cherub stretched out his hand from between the cherubim to the
fire which appeared between the cherubim, took some and put it into the
hands of the one clothed in linen, who took it and went out.

8The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man's hand under their
wings.

°Then I looked, and behold, ®four wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel
beside each cherub; and the appearance of the wheels resembles the gleam
of a ®Tarshish stone.

19As for their appearance, all four of them had the same likeness, as if one
wheel appeared within another wheel.



When they moved, they went ™in any of their four directions without
turning as they went; but they followed in the direction which they faced,
without turning as they went.

L2Their Wwhole body, their backs, their hands, their wings and the Ywheels
seemed full of eyes all around, the wheels belonging to all four of them.

13The wheels they called in my hearing, the whirling wheels.

“And ®each one had four faces. The first face resembles the face of a
cherub, the second face resembles the face of a man, the third the face of a
lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

15Then the cherubim rose up. They look like the Qliving beings that I saw
by the river Chebar.

1®Now when the cherubim moved, the wheels would go beside them; also
when the cherubim lifted up their wings to rise from the ground, the wheels
would not turn from beside them.

7When the cherubim ®stood still, the wheels would stand still; and when
they rose up, the wheels would rise with them, for the spirit of the living
beings emanated from them.

18Then the glory of the LORD departed from the threshold of the temple and
stood “lover the cherubim.

YWhen Dthe cherubim departed, they lifted their wings and rose up from
the earth in my sight with the wheels beside them; and they stood still at
the entrance of the east gate of the LORD'S house, and the glory of the God
of Israel hovered over them.

2These look like the YWliving beings that I saw beneath the God of Israel by
Mthe river Chebar; so I knew them as cherubim.

21WEach one had four faces and each one four wings, and beneath their
wings appeared the form of human hands.

22As for the likeness of their faces, they looked like the same faces whose
appearance I had seen by the river Chebar. Each one went straight ahead.
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Evil Rulers to Receive Judgment

Moreover, the ®Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the
LORD'S house which faced eastward And behold, there stood twenty-five
men at the entrance of the gate, and among them I saw Jaazaniah son of
Azzur and ®Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders of the people.

’He said to me, "Son of man, these men devise iniquity and ©give evil
advice in this city,

3who say, 'The time has not drawn near to build houses. This ®city
resembles the pot and we resemble the flesh.'

“"Therefore, ®prophesy against them, son of man, prophesy!"

>Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He said to me, "Say, 'Thus
says the LORD, "So you think, house of Israel, for (1 know your ¥thoughts.

®"You have ®Wmultiplied your slain in this city, filling its streets with them."

"'"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "Your ®slain whom you have laid in
the midst of the city represent the flesh and this city represents the pot; but
I will Pbring you out of it.

8"You have ®feared a sword; so I will ©bring a sword upon you," the Lord
GOD declares.

"*And I will bring you out of the midst of the city and deliver you into the
hands of ®strangers and Mexecute judgments against you.

10myou will ©fall by the sword I will judge you to the ®border of Israel; so
you shall know Me as the LORD.

U This city will @not symbolize a pot for you, nor will you symbolize flesh
in the midst of it, but I will judge you to the border of Israel.

12'Thus you will know Me as the LORD; for you have not walked in My
statutes nor have you ®executed My ordinances, but have acted according
to the ordinances of the &)nations around you.""



13Now it came about as I prophesied, that (UPelatiah son of Benaiah died
Then I fell on my face and cried out with a loud voice and said, "YAlas, Lord
GOD! Will You bring the remnant of Israel to a complete end?"

Promise of Restoration
“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

15Son of man, your brothers, your relatives, your fellow exiles and the
whole house of Israel, all of them, comprising those to whom the inhabitants
of Jerusalem have said, 'Go far from the LORD; we have received this land
as a possession.'

1énTherefore say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Though I had removed them
far away among the nations and though I had scattered them among the
countries, yet I provided them a ™Wsanctuary for them a little while in the
countries where they had gone."

1”"Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "I will ®gather you from the
peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you scattered,
and I will give you the land of Israel.™

18"When they come there, they will @Premove all its (“detestable things and
all its abominations from it.

¥"And I will ®give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them And I
will take the ®®heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a ““heart of
flesh,

2Othat they may “Pwalk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do
them Then I will call them My people and they will call Me their God.

2lnBut as for those whose hearts go after their “®'detestable things and
abominations, I will “©bring their conduct down on their heads," declares
the Lord GOD.

22Then the cherubim “®®lifted up their wings with the wheels beside them,
and “Dthe glory of the God of Israel hovered over them.

23The Mglory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and “®stood
over the mountain which lies east of the city.

24And the AYSpirit lifted me up and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of
God to the exiles in Chaldea So the vision that I had seen ®®eft me.



2>Then I ®Ytold the exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.

Ezekiel 12
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Ezekiel Prepares for Exile
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2"Son of man, you live in the ®midst of the ®rebellious house, who ©have
eyes to see but do not see, ears to hear but do not hear; for they have
proven themselves a rebellious house.

3"Therefore, son of man, prepare for yourself baggage for exile and go into
exile by day in their sight; even go into exile from your place to another
place in their sight. ®Perhaps they will understand though they have
demonstrated themselves a rebellious house.

“"Bring your baggage out by day in their sight, as baggage for exile. Then
you will go out ®at evening in their sight, as those going into exile.

>"Dig a hole through the wall in their sight and go out through it.

"Load the baggage on your shoulder in their sight and carry it out in the
dark. You shall ®cover your face so that you cannot see the land, for I have
set you as a ‘®sign to the house of Israel."

1 Mdid so, as I had received the command By day I “brought out my
baggage like the baggage of an exile. Then in the evening I dug through the
wall with my hands; I went out in the dark and carried the baggage on my
shoulder in their sight.

8In the morning the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

"Son of man, has not the house of Israel, the @rebellious house, said to
you, '®What have you done?'



10"say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "This ®burden concerns the
prince in Jerusalem as well as all the house of Israel who live in it."

11"say, 'I have become appointed as a ™sign to you As I have done, so it
will happen to them; they will ®go into exile, into captivity.'

12rThe ©prince who lives among them will load his baggage on his shoulder
in the dark and go out. They will dig a hole through the wall to bring it out.
He will cover his face so that he can not see the land with his eyes.

1377 will also spread My ®net over him, and will catch him in My snare And I
will bring him to Babylon in the land of the Chaldeans; yet he will @not see
it, though he will die there.

141 will ®scatter to every wind all who live around him, his helpers and all
his troops; and I will draw out a sword after them.

15v50 they will ©know Me as the LORD when I scatter them among the
nations and spread them among the countries.

18"But I will spare a few of them from the Msword, the famine and the
pestilence that they may tell all their abominations among the nations where
they go, and may @know Me as the LORD."

”Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying,

18'Son of man, Weat your bread with trembling and drink your water with
quivering and anxiety.

19"Then say to the people of the land, 'Thus says the Lord GOD concerning
the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the land of Israel, "They will eat their bread
with anxiety and drink their water with horror, because their land will
become Wstripped of its fullness on account of the violence of all who live in
it.

20" The inhabited ®cities will fall into waste and the ®land will fall into
desolation. So you will know Me as the LORD.""

21Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

22"Son of man, what ‘®proverb do you people have concerning the land of
Israel, saying, 'The “~days have drawn long and every “Bision fails'?



23"Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "I will make this
proverb cease so that they will no longer use it as a proverb in Israel." But
tell them, "®“The days draw near as well as the fulfillment of every vision.

24"Eor there will no longer appear any ‘“Pfalse vision or flattering divination
within the house of Israel.

25"For I the LORD will speak, and whatever ®®'word I speak will come to
pass It will no longer delay, for in ®Pyour days, O Srebellious house, I will
speak the word and perform it," declares the Lord GOD."™

*Furthermore, the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

27"Son of man, behold, the house of Israel says, 'The vision that he sees
will represent an event that takes place ®®many years from now, and he
prophesies of times far off.'

28"Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "None of My words will

delay any longer. Whatever word I speak will come to pass,"'" declares the
Lord GOD.
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False Prophets Condemned

Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, prophesy against the ®prophets of Israel who prophesy, and
say to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, '®Listen to the word

of the LORD!

3Thus says the Lord GOD, "Woe to the “foolish prophets who follow their
own spirit and have ®seen nothing.



4" Israel, your prophets have resembled foxes among ruins.

>"You have not ®'gone up into the ®breaches, nor did you build the wall
around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the ¥)day of the LORD.

®"They see ®falsehood and lying divination who say, 'The LORD declares,'
when the LORD has not sent them; ®yet they hope for the fulfillment of

their word.
"IDjd you not see a false vision and speak a lying divination when you

said, 'The LORD declares,' but I have not spoken it ?""

8Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "Because you have spoken falsehood
and seen a lie, therefore behold, ®I place Myself against you," declares the

Lord GOD.
"So My hand will fall against the “prophets who see false visions and utter

lying divinations They will have no place in the council of My people, ®nor
will they write them down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they
enter the land of Israel, that you may know that Me as the Lord GOD.

10n Definitely because they have Wmisled My people by saying, "@Peace!
when no peace exists. And when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster it

over with whitewash;

150 tell those who plaster it over with whitewash, that it will fall. A
Qflooding rain will come, and you, O hailstones, will fall; and a violent wind

will break out.
12nBehold, when the wall has fallen, will they not ask you , 'Where do we
see the plaster with which you plastered it?""

BTherefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "I will make a violent wind break out
in My wrath. There will also come in My anger a flooding rain and

®hailstones to consume it in wrath.
14"So I will tear down the wall which you plastered over with whitewash and

bring it down to the ground, so that its ®foundation will lay bare; and when
it falls, it will consume you in its midst And you will ®know Me as the LORD.

15"Thus I will spend My wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered
it over with whitewash; and I will say to you, "The wall has disappeared and

its plasterers have fled,



1%along with the prophets of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and who
Wsee visions of peace for her when we have Wno peace,' declares the Lord
GOD.

17"Now you, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people
who prophesy ®from their own inspiration. Prophesy against them

18and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Woe to the women who sew magic
bands on all wrists and make veils for the heads of persons of every stature
to @hunt down lives! Will you hunt down the lives of My people, but
preserve the lives of others for yourselves?

19n(@A)For handfuls of barley and fragments of bread, you have profaned Me
to My people to put to death some who should not die and to “®keep others
alive who should not live, by your lying to My people who listen to lies.""

2Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I resist your magic bands by
which you hunt lives there as birds and I will tear them from your arms; and
I will let them go, even those lives whom you hunt as birds.

21n1 will also tear off your veils and “Sdeliver My people from your hands,
and you will no longer have them in your hands to hunt; and you will know
Me as the LORD.

22"Because you “Pdisheartened the righteous with falsehood when I did not
cause him grief, but have ®®encouraged the wicked not to “Pturn from his
wicked way and preserve his life,

Ztherefore, you women will no longer see “%false visions or practice
divination, and I will “®deliver My people out of your hand Thus you will
(ADknow Me as the LORD."
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Idolatrous Elders Condemned
Then some ®elders of Israel came to me and ®sat down before me.
2And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

3"Son of man, these men have ©set up their idols in their hearts and have
©®put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity Should
they consult them at all?

“"Therefore speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Any
man of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right
before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the
prophet, I the LORD will he will bring to give him an answer in the matter in
view of the Emultitude of his idols,

*in order to lay hold of ©)the hearts of the house of Israel who have
MHestranged from Me through all their idols."

®"Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "PRepent
and turn away from your idols and turn your faces away from all your
Dabominations.

""For anyone of the house of Israel or of the ®immigrants who stay in
Israel who separates himself from Me, sets up his idols in his heart, puts
right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to
the prophet to inquire of Me for himself, they will bring Me to answer him in
My own person.

8T will Mset My face against that man and make him a ™Wsign and a
proverb, and I will cut him off from among My people. So you will know Me
as the LORD.

"But if they prevail upon a prophet to speak a word, I, the LORD, have
prevailed upon that prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and
©destroy him from among My people Israel.

10"They will bear the punishment of their iniquity; as the iniquity of the
inquirer has become, so the iniquity of the prophet will become revealed,



1in order that the house of Israel may no longer ®stray from Me and no
longer (Qdefile themselves with all their transgressions Thus I will call them
My people and they will call Me their God,"' declares the Lord GOD."

God Will Not Spare The City
12Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

13"Son of man, if a country sins against Me by ©)committing unfaithfulness,
and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy its ®supply of bread, send
famine against it and cut off from it both man and beast,

“even Wthough these three men, YNoah, ™Daniel and ¥Job lived in its
midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver Ythemselves,"
declares the Lord GOD.

15'1f T would cause Pwild beasts to pass through the land and they
depopulated it, and it became desolate so that no one would pass through it
because of the beasts,

1%though these three men lived in its midst, as I live," declares the Lord
GOD, "they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters. ®®They
alone would find deliverance, but the country would fall into desolation.

17v0r if I should “B)bring a sword on that country and say, 'Let the sword
pass through the country and “Scut off man and beast from it,"

18aven though these three men lived in its midst, as I live," declares the
Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their sons or their daughters, but
they alone would receive deliverance.

19"0Or if I should send a ®®plague against that country and pour out My
wrath in blood on it to cut off man and beast from it,

20even though Noah, Daniel and Job lived in its midst, as I live," declares
the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their son or their daughter.
They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness."

21For thus says the Lord GOD, "How much more when 81 send My four
severe judgments against Jerusalem: sword, famine, wild beasts and plague
to cut off man and beast from it!

22nyet, behold, survivors will remain in it who I will bring out, both sons and
daughters. Behold, they intend to come forth to you and you will ®®see their
conduct and actions; then you will receive “®comforted for the calamity



which I have brought against Jerusalem for everything which I have brought
upon it.

23"Then they will comfort you when you see their conduct and actions, for
you will know that I have not done “®in vain whatever I did to it," declares
the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 15
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Jerusalem like a Useless Vine
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2"Son of man, how has the wood of the ®vine proved any better than any
wood of a branch which grows among the trees of the forest?

3"Can we take wood from it to make anything, or can men take a peg from
it on which to hang any vessel?

“"If we have put it into the ®fire for fuel, and the fire has consumed both of
its ends and its middle part has charred, does it become then useful for
anything?

>"Behold, while it remains intact, we cannot make it into anything. How
much less, when the fire has consumed it and it has become charred, can we
make it into anything!

®"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'As the wood of the vine among the
trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, so have I given up
the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

’and I ©set My face against them Though they have ®come out of the fire,
yet the fire will consume them. Then you will know Me as the LORD, when I
set My face against them.

8Thus I will make the land desolate, because they have ®acted
unfaithfully,"" declares the Lord GOD.
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God's Grace to Unfaithful Jerusalem
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
2'Son of man, ®make known to Jerusalem her abominations

3and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD to Jerusalem, "Your origin and your birth
are from the land of the Canaanite, your father came from Amorite stock
and your mother a Hittite.

“"As for your birth, ®on the day you of your nativity people did not cut your
navel cord , nor washed with water for cleansing; and had not rubbed you
with salt or even wrapped in cloths.

>"No eye looked with pity on you to do any of these things for you, to have
compassion on you. Rather they threw you into the ©open field, for people
abhorred you on the day of your birth.

®"When I passed by you and saw you squirming in your blood, I said to you
while you lay in your blood, 'Live!' Yes, I said to you while you remained in
your blood, 'Live!"

"7 ®made you numerous like plants of the field. Then you grew up,
became tall and reached the age for fine ornaments; your breasts formed
and your hair had grown. Yet you appeared naked and bare.

8"Then I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you had entered the time
for love; so I ®spread My skirt over you and covered your nakedness I also
Bswore to you and ©entered into a covenant with you so that you
Bhecame Mine," declares the Lord GOD.

"Then I bathed you with water, washed off your blood from you and
Danointed you with oil.



101 also clothed you with Yembroidered cloth and put sandals of porpoise
skin on your feet; and I wrapped you with fine linen and covered you with
silk.

"7 adorned you with ornaments, put ®bracelets on your hands and a
Lnecklace around your neck.

12v7 also put a ™ring in your nostril, earrings in your ears and a ™Wbeautiful
crown on your head.

13"Thus I adorned you with ©gold and silver, and your dress we made of
fine linen, silk and embroidered cloth You ate fine flour, honey and oil; so
you grew exceedingly beautiful and advanced to ®royalty.

" Then your (Yfame went forth among the nations on account of your
beauty, for it appeared ®perfect because of My splendor which I bestowed
on you," declares the Lord GOD.

15vBut you Gtrusted in your beauty and ®Pplayed the harlot because of your
fame, and you poured out your harlotries on every passer-by who might
show willingness.

18nyou took some of your clothes, made for yourself high places of various
colors and played the harlot on them, which should never come about nor
happen.

17myou also took your beautiful (Yjewels made of My gold and of My silver,
which I had given you, and made for yourself male images that you might
play the harlot with them.

18"Then you took your embroidered cloth and covered them, and offered My
oil and My incense before them.

vAlso WMy bread which I gave you, fine flour, oil and honey with which I
fed you, you would offer before them for a soothing aroma; so it happened,”
declares the Lord GOD.

20"Moreover, you took your sons and daughters whom you had borne to
WMe and ®sacrificed them to idols to become devoured. Did your
harlotries seem so small a matter?

21nyou slaughtered WMy children and offered them up to idols by “causing
them to pass through the fire.



>2"Besides all your abominations and harlotries you did not remember the
days of ®)your youth, when you appeared naked and bare and squirming in
your blood.

23"Then it came about after all your wickedness (‘Woe, woe to you!' declares
the Lord GOD),

2“that you built yourself a ®®shrine and made yourself a ©high place in
every square.

25"You built yourself a high place at the top of “every street and made
your beauty abominable, and you spread your legs to every passer-by to
multiply your harlotry.

26"you also played the harlot with the Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, and
multiplied your harlotry to “®make Me angry.

27"Behold now, I have stretched out My hand against you and diminished
your rations. And I delivered you up to the desire of those who hate you, the
(ABdaughters of the Philistines, who have become ashamed of your lewd
conduct.

*8"Moreover, you played the harlot with the ®®)Assyrians because you did
not find satisfaction; you played the harlot with them and still you did not
find satisfaction.

29"You also multiplied your harlotry with the land of merchants, Chaldea, yet
even with this did not bring you satisfaction."""

30"How your heart languishes," declares the Lord GOD, "while you do all
these things, the actions of a “Pbold-faced harlot.

3I"When you built your shrine at the beginning of every street and made
your high place in every square, in ®Ydisdaining money, you did not
resemble a harlot.

32"You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband!

33"Men give gifts to all harlots, but you “®give your gifts to all your lovers
to bribe them to come to you from every direction for your harlotries.

3*"Thus you show a difference from those women in your harlotries, in that
no one plays the harlot as you do, because you give money and no one
gives you money ; thus you prove yourself different."



3Therefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD.

3%Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because you poured your lewdness out and
uncovered your nakedness through your harlotries with your lovers and with
all your detestable “Yidols, and because of the blood of your sons which you
gave to idols,

3’therefore, behold, I will ®gather all your lovers with whom you took
pleasure, even all those whom you loved and all those whom you “¥hated
So I will gather them against you from every direction and “?expose your
nakedness to them that they may see all your nakedness.

3" Thus I will ®®judge you like women who commit adultery or shed blood
and receive judgment; and I will bring on you the blood of ®QPwrath and
jealousy.

39"T will also give you into the hands of your lovers, and they will tear down
your shrines, demolish your high places, “®strip you of your clothing, take
away your jewels, and will leave you naked and bare.

40 They will incite a ®Scrowd against you and they will stone you and cut
you to pieces with their swords.

" They will “Dburn your houses with fire and execute judgments on you in
the sight of many women Then I will ®Ystop you from playing the harlot,
and you will also no longer pay your lovers.

42150 1 @will calm My fury against you and My jealousy will depart from
you, and I will become pacified and angry ®“no more.

43"Because you have ®®)not remembered the days of your youth but have
(Aenraged Me by all these things, behold, I in turn will ®®bring your
conduct down on your own head," declares the Lord GOD, "so that you will
not commit this lewdness on top of all your other abominations.

4“"Behold, everyone who quotes proverbs will quote this proverb
concerning you, saying, 'Like mother, like daughter.’

*>"You act like the daughter of your mother, who loathed her husband and
children. You have also become the ®®sjster of your sisters, who ©%loathed
their husbands and children. Your mother had Hittite ancestry and your
father an Amorite.



“e"Now your Polder sister we recognize as Samaria, who lives north of you
with her daughters; and your younger sister, who lives south of you, we
recognize as (88)Sodom with her daughters.

4’"Yet you have not merely walked in their ways or done according to their
abominations; but, as if that proved ©Ptoo little, you acted E®more
corruptly in all your conduct than they.

“8As 1 live," declares the Lord GOD, "Sodom, your sister and her daughters
have ®®not done as you and your daughters have done.

“9"Behold, this we recognize as the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her
daughters had ®arrogance, ®?abundant food and ®®careless ease, but she
did not help the ®Ypoor and needy.

>0"Thus they showed themselves haughty and committed ®®abominations
before Me Therefore I ®Yremoved them when I saw it.

>I"Eyurthermore, Samaria did not commit half of your sins, for you have
multiplied your abominations more than they. Thus you have made your
sisters appear 9righteous by all your abominations which you have
committed.

>2"Also bear your disgrace in that you have made judgment favorable for
your sisters. Because of your sins in which you acted ®more abominably
than they, they have more righteousness than you. Yes, feel also ashamed
and bear your disgrace, in that you made your sisters appear righteous.

>3"Nevertheless, I will restore their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her
daughters, the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, and along with them
your own captivity,

>%in order that you may bear your humiliation and feel €¥ashamed for all
that you have done when you become ©®®a consolation to them.

>>"Your sisters, Sodom with her daughters and Samaria with her daughters,
will return to their former state, and you with your daughters will also return
to your former state.

>®"As the name of your sister Sodom we did not hear from your lips in your
day of pride,

>’pefore your ®Swickedness had become uncovered, so now you have
become the ®Dreproach of the daughters of Edom and of all who dwell



around her, of the daughters of the Philistines--those surrounding you who
despise you.

*8"you have Yborne the penalty of your lewdness and abominations," the
LORD declares.

>%For thus says the Lord GOD, "I will also do with you as you have done,
you who have ®Ydespised the oath by breaking the covenant.

The Covenant Remembered

®0"Nevertheless, I will remember My covenant with you in the days of your
youth, and I will establish an ®¥everlasting covenant with you.

®1"Then you will ®remember your ways and feel ashamed when you
receive your sisters, both your older and your younger; and I will give them
to you as daughters, but not because of your covenant.

62"Thus I will ®Yestablish My covenant with you, and you shall ©¥know Me
as the LORD,

%350 that you may ““remember and feel ashamed and “®never open your

mouth anymore because of your humiliation, when I have ““forgiven you
for all that you have done," the Lord GOD declares.

Ezekiel 17
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Parable of Two Eagles and a Vine

!Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, propound a riddle and speak a “parable to the house of
Israel,

3saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "A great ®Peagle with (“great wings, long
pinions and a full plumage of many colors came to ‘®Lebanon and took away
the top of the cedar.



“"He plucked off the topmost of its young twigs and brought it to a land of
merchants; he set it in a city of traders.

>"He also took some of the seed of the land and planted it in ®fertile soil He
placed it beside abundant waters; he set it like a ®willow.

®"Then it sprouted and became a low, spreading vine with its branches
turned toward him, but its roots remained under it. So it became a vine and
yielded shoots and sent out branches.

’"But there appeared another great eagle with great wings and much
plumage; and behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and sent out its
branches toward him from the beds where someone planted it, that he might
water it.

8" He planted it in good soil beside abundant waters, that it might yield
branches and bear fruit and become a splendid vine."

"Say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots
and cut off its fruit, so that it withers--so that all its sprouting leaves wither?
And neither by great strength nor by many people can people raise it from
its roots again.

10"Behold, though someone has planted it, will it thrive? Will it not
Hcompletely wither as soon as the east wind strikes it--wither on the beds
where it grew?"""

Zedekiah's Rebellion
Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

1253y now to the Prebellious house, 'Do you not Pknow what these things
mean?' Say, 'Behold, the ®king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king
and princes and brought them to him in Babylon.

13'He took one of the royal “family and made a covenant with him, putting
him under Moath He also took away the ®mighty of the land,

that the kingdom might remain in subjection, not exalting itself, but
keeping his covenant that it might continue.

15But he ®rebelled against him by sending his envoys to Egypt that they
might give him horses and many troops Will he succeed? Will he who does
such things (Pescape? Can he indeed break the covenant and escape?



1®'As I live,' declares the Lord GOD, 'Surely in the country of the king who
put him on the throne, whose oath he ®despised and whose covenant he
broke, ®in Babylon he shall die.

17(Dpharaoh with his mighty army and great company will not help him in

the war, when they cast up ramps and build siege walls to cut off many
lives.

18'Now he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and behold, he
Upledged his allegiance, yet did all these things; he shall not escape.™

%Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "As I live, surely My oath which he
despised and My covenant which he broke, I will inflict on his head.

20" will spread My “net over him, and he I will catch him in My snare Then
I will bring him to Babylon and ®enter into judgment with him there
regarding the unfaithful act which he has committed against Me.

21vp ] the ®choice men in all his troops will fall by the sword, and the
survivors will scatter to every wind; and you will know that I, the LORD,
have spoken."

22Thus says the Lord GOD, "I will also take a sprig from the lofty top of the
cedar and set it out; I will pluck from the topmost of its young twigs a
tender one and I will plant it on a “high and lofty mountain.

23"0On the high mountain of Israel I will plant it, that it may bring forth
boughs and bear fruit and become a stately “®cedar. And birds of every
kind will nest under it; they will nest in the shade of its branches.

24All the “Bltrees of the field will know Me as the LORD; I bring down the
high tree, exalt the low tree, dry up the green tree and make the dry tree
(A9flourish. I proclaim Myself the LORD; I have spoken, and I will perform
it."
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God Deals Justly with Individuals
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2n(A)What do you mean by using this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
saying,

'®)The fathers eat the sour grapes,

But the children's teeth are set on edge'?

3"As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "you will surely not go on using this
proverb in Israel anymore.

“"Behold, (©all souls belong to Me; the soul of the father as well as the soul
of the son belong to Me The soul who ®sins will die.

>"But if a man acts righteously and practices justice and righteousness,

®and does not ®eat at the mountain shrines or ®lift up his eyes to the idols
of the house of Israel, or (“)defile his neighbor's wife or approach a woman
during her menstrual period--

’if a man does not oppress anyone, but Prestores to the debtor his pledge,
(Ddoes not commit robbery, but Ygives his bread to the hungry and covers
the naked with clothing,

8if he does not lend money on ®interest or take Pincrease, if he keeps his
hand from iniquity and ®executes true justice between man and man,

%f he walks in ™My statutes and My ordinances so as to deal faithfully--
©he acts righteously and will surely ®live," declares the Lord GOD.

1"Then he may have a violent son who sheds blood and who does any of
these things to a brother

1(though he himself did not do any of these things), namely, he even eats
at the mountain shrines, and Ydefiles his neighbor's wife,

L2oppresses the ®poor and needy, commits robbery, does not restore a
pledge, but lifts up his eyes to the idols and ‘Pcommits abomination,



3he Wlends money on interest and takes increase; will he live? He will not
livel He has committed all these abominations, he will surely suffer the
death penalty; his @blood will fall on his own head.

4"Now behold, he has a son who has observed all his father's sins which he
committed, and ™Wobserving does not do likewise.

15"He does not eat at the mountain shrines or lift up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel, or defile his neighbor's wife,

1%or oppress anyone, or retain a pledge, or commit robbery, but he ®gives
his bread to the hungry and covers the naked with clothing,

17he keeps his hand from the poor, does not take interest or increase, but
executes My ordinances, and walks in My statutes; ®he will not die for his
father's iniquity, he will surely live.

18"As for his father, because he practiced extortion, robbed his brother and
did no good among his people, behold, he will die for his iniquity.

19"yet you say, '®Why should the son not bear the punishment for the
father's iniquity?' When the son has practiced ®*justice and righteousness

and has observed all My statutes and done them, he shall surely live.

20"The person who ®®)sins will die The “Sson will not bear the punishment

for the father's iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son's
iniquity; the Prighteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked will fall upon himself.

2lngut if the “Blwicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed
and observes all My statutes and practices justice and righteousness, he
shall surely live; he shall not die.

22n(ABA|| his transgressions which he has committed people will not
remember against him; because of his “®righteousness which he has
practiced, he will live.

23n(AHpo I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord
GOD, "rather than that he should “Pturn from his ways and live?

24"But when a righteous man ®turns away from his righteousness,
commits iniquity and does according to all the abominations that a wicked
man does, will he live? ®All his righteous deeds which he has done people



will not remember for his “Ytreachery which he has committed and his sin
which he has committed; for them he will die.

25nyet you say, "@The way of the Lord we do not consider right ' Hear now,
O house of Israel! Do you consider My way not right? Does it seem your
ways do not appear right?

26"\When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits
iniquity and dies because of it, for his iniquity which he has committed he
will die.

2/"Again, when a wicked man turns away “®from his wickedness which he
has committed and practices justice and righteousness, he will save his life.

28"Bacause he considered and turned away from all his transgressions which
he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

29"But the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord does not seem right.'
Do you not consider My ways right, O house of Israel? Do you not realize
that your ways do not seem right?

30"Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his
conduct," declares the Lord GOD. "®PRepent and turn away from all your
transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you.

31n(AQ)cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed
and make yourselves a ®®new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die,
O house of Israel?

32"For I have ®®no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the
Lord GOD. "Therefore, repent and live."
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Lament for the Princes of Israel
I"As for you, take up a ®lamentation for the ®princes of Israel

2and say,
'What did you consider your mother?
A lioness among lions!
She lay down among young lions,
She reared her cubs.
3'When she brought up one of her cubs,
He became a lion,
And he learned to tear his prey;
He devoured men.
“Then nations heard about him;
They captured them in their pit,
And they ‘©brought him with hooks
To the land of Egypt.
>'When she saw, as she waited,
That she had lost her hope ,
She took another of her cubs
And made him a young lion.
®And he ®walked about among the lions;
He became a young lion,
He learned to tear his prey;
He devoured men.
"'He destroyed their fortified towers
And laid waste their cities;
And the land and its fullness became appalled
Because of the sound of his roaring.
8Then ®nations set against him
On every side from their provinces,
And they spread their net over him;
They captured him in their pit.
9B)They put him in a cage with hooks
And ©brought him to the king of Babylon;
They brought him in hunting nets
So that no one would hear his voice no more
On the mountains of Israel.
10'vour mother resembled a vine in your vineyard,
Planted by the waters;



It grew fruitful and full of branches
Because of abundant waters.
'And it had Pstrong branches fit for scepters of rulers,
And its Pheight raised above the clouds
So that people could see it in its height with the mass of its branches.
121But they plucked it up in fury;
They cast it down to the ground;
And the Meast wind dried up its fruit
Its Mstrong branch tore off
So that it withered;
The fire consumed it.
13'And now it grows in the ©wilderness,
In a dry and thirsty land.
' And ®fire has gone out from its branch;
It has consumed its shoots and fruit,
So that it does not have a strong branch,
A scepter to rule."™
This we acknowledge as a lamentation, and has become a
lamentation.

Ezekiel 20
NASB E-Prime DFM
God's Dealings with Israel Rehearsed

Now in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth of the month,
certain of the ®elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before
me.

2And the word of the LORD came to me saying,
3"Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel and say to them, 'Thus says the
Lord GOD, "Do you come to inquire of Me? As I live," declares the Lord GOD,

" you will not inquire of Me."

“"Will you judge them, will you judge them, son of man? (©Make them know
the abominations of their fathers;

and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "On the day when I ®chose
Israel and swore to the descendants of the house of Jacob and made Myself



known to them in the land of Egypt, when I swore to them, saying, ®1
proclaim Myself the LORD your God,

®on that day I swore to them, ®to bring them out from the land of Egypt
into a land that I had selected for them, ‘©flowing with milk and honey,
which we acknowledge as the glory of all lands.

/"1 said to them, '®Cast away, each of you, the detestable things of his
eyes, and @Pdo not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; ®I proclaim
Myself as the LORD your God.'

8'But they Mrebelled against Me and did not want to listen to Me; they did
not cast away the detestable things of their eyes, nor did they forsake the
Midols of Egypt Then I resolved to Wpour out My wrath on them, to
accomplish My anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt.

"But I acted Yfor the sake of My name, that no one should profane
himself in the sight of the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight 1
made Myself known to them by bringing them out of the land of Egypt.

10n55 1 took them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the
Q@wilderness.

111 gave them My ®statutes and informed them of My ordinances, by
Swhich, if a man observes them, he will live.

12vAlso I gave them My sabbaths to become a ‘Usign between Me and them,
that they might know that I proclaim Myself the LORD who sanctifies them.

13'But the house of Israel Yrebelled against Me in the wilderness They did
not walk in My statutes and they rejected My ordinances, by which, if a
man observes them, he will live; and My Wsabbaths they greatly profaned
Then I resolved to ®pour out My wrath on them in the wilderness, to
annihilate them.

4vBut I acted for the sake of My name, that they should not profane my
name in the sight of the nations, before whose sight I had brought them out.

15vAlso I swore to them in the wilderness that I would not bring them into
the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which we
acknowledge as the glory of all lands,



®hecause they rejected My ordinances, and as for My statutes, they did not
walk in them; they even profaned My sabbaths, for their (“heart continually
went after their idols.

17ryet My eye spared them rather than destroying them, and I did not cause
their ®annihilation in the wilderness.

18" said to their “Blchildren in the wilderness, '®“Do not walk in the
statutes of your fathers or keep their ordinances or defile yourselves with
their idols.

19(AD)T proclaim Myself the LORD your God; “Pwalk in My statutes and keep
My ordinances and observe them.

20(ABganctify My sabbaths; and they shall become a sign between Me and
you, that you may know Me as the LORD your God.'

2lngut the ASchildren rebelled against Me; they did not walk in My statutes,
nor did they take care to observe My ordinances, by which, if a man
observes them, he will live; they profaned My sabbaths. So I resolved to
pour out My wrath on them, to accomplish My anger against them in the
wilderness.

22vByt I @®withdrew My hand and acted Yfor the sake of My name, that
you should not profane it in the sight of the nations in whose sight I had
brought them out.

23"Also I swore to them in the wilderness that I would “Yscatter them
among the nations and disperse them among the lands,

**because they had not observed My ordinances, but had rejected My
statutes and had profaned My sabbaths, and “Ktheir eyes fixed on the idols
of their fathers.

25" also gave them statutes that did not seem good and ordinances by
which they could not live;

26and I pronounced them ®™®unclean because of their gifts, in that they
AN)caused all their firstborn to pass through the fire so that I might make
them desolate, in order that they might ®®know Me as the LORD.""

2/"Therefore, son of man, “®speak to the house of Israel and say to them,
'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Yet in this your fathers have “®blasphemed Me
by ®R)acting treacherously against Me.



28"\When I had “®brought them into the land which I swore to give to them,
then they saw every Dhigh hill and every leafy tree, and they offered there
their sacrifices and there they presented the provocation of their offering.
There also they made their soothing aroma and there they poured out their
drink offerings.

2"Then I said to them, 'What high place do you which to go?' So its name
we call @IBamah to this day."

30"Therefore, say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Will you
defile yourselves after the manner of your ®Yfathers and play the harlot
after their detestable things?

3I"When you offer your gifts, when you “Ycause your sons to pass through
the fire, you defile yourselves with all your idols to this day. And you will
inquire of Me, O house of Israel? As I live," declares the Lord GOD, " You will
not inquire of Me.

32"\What “Yecomes into your mind will not come about, when you say: 'We
will resemble the nations, like the tribes of the lands, “®serving wood and
stone.'

God Will Restore Israel to Her Land

3"As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "surely with a mighty hand and with an
Aoutstretched arm and with wrath poured out, you shall regard Me as your
king.

31 will B®bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands
where you scatter, with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and
with ®®wrath poured out;

35and I will bring you into the ®©wilderness of the peoples, and there I will
enter into judgment with you face to face.

36"As T BDentered into judgment with your fathers in the ®®wilderness of
the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you," declares the Lord
GOD.

37" will make you ®Ppass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond
of the covenant;

3and I will 9purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against
Me; I will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will ©¥not
enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know Me as the LORD.



39"As for you, O house of Israel," thus says the Lord GOD, "®®)Go, serve
everyone his idols; but later you will surely listen to Me, and My holy name
you will ®profane no longer with your gifts and with your idols.

4%"Eor on My holy mountain, on the high mountain of Israel," declares the
Lord GOD, "there the whole house of Israel, ¥all of them, will serve Me in
the land; there I will ®Yaccept them and there I will seek your contributions
and the choicest of your gifts, with all your holy things.

4l"As a soothing aroma I will accept you when I ®Wbring you out from the
peoples and gather you from the lands where I have scattered you; and I
will prove Myself ®holy among you in the sight of the nations.

42nAnd B9you will know Me as the LORD, ®®when I bring you into the land
of Israel, into the ©¥land which I swore to give to your forefathers.

3" There you will B®¥remember your ways and all your deeds with which you
have defiled yourselves; and you will ®¥|oathe yourselves in your own sight
for all the evil things that you have done.

“"Then ®Dyou will know Me as the LORD when I have dealt with you ®Yfor
My name's sake, not according to your evil ways or according to your
corrupt deeds, O house of Israel," declares the Lord GOD."

“>*Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

“"Son of man, set your face toward Teman, and speak out against the
Bsouth and ®¥prophesy against the ®®forest land of the Negev,

*’and say to the forest of the Negev, 'Hear the word of the LORD: thus says
the Lord GOD, "Behold, I intend to ®¥kindle a fire in you, and it will
consume every green tree in you, as well as every dry tree; the blazing
flame will not quench and ©®%the whole surface from south to north will
burn by it.

48rAll flesh will see that I, the LORD, have kindled it; it shall “?not
quench.""

“*Then I said, "Ah Lord GOD! They say of me, ' Does he not just speak in
CBparables?™
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Parable of the Sword of the LORD
'And the word of the LORD came to me saying,

>"Son of man, ®set your face toward Jerusalem, and ®speak against the
sanctuaries and prophesy against the land of Israel;

3and say to the land of Israel, 'Thus says the LORD, "Behold, “I fight
against you; and I will draw My sword out of its sheath and cut off from you
the @righteous and the wicked.

“"Because I will cut off from you the righteous and the wicked, therefore My
sword will go forth from its sheath against ®all flesh from south to north.

>"Thus all flesh will know that I, the LORD, have drawn My sword out of its
sheath. It will ®not return to its sheath again.™

®"As for you, son of man, groan with breaking heart and bitter grief, groan
in their sight.

"And when they say to you, 'Why do you groan?' you shall say, 'Because of
the ©news that comes; and ®every heart will melt, all hands will become
feeble, every spirit will faint and all knees will feel weak as water. Behold, it
comes and it will happen,' declares the Lord GOD."

8Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

"Son of man, prophesy and say, 'Thus says the LORD.' Say,
'DA sword, a sword sharpened
And also polished!
10'Sharpened to make a Pslaughter,
Polished to flash like lightning!'
Or shall we rejoice, the rod of My son ®¥'despising every tree?

npegple receive it to polish, that they may handle it ; the sword has
become sharpened and polished, to give it into the hand of the slayer.

120MCry out and wail, son of man; for it came against My people, it came
against all the Mofficials of Israel. They have become delivered over to the
sword with My people, therefore strike your thigh.



13"For there will come a test; and what if even the rod which despises will
exist no more?" declares the Lord GOD.

14"You therefore, son of man, prophesy and clap your hands together; and
let the sword double the third time, the sword for the slain. We acknowledge
it as the sword for the great one slain, which surrounds them,

Bthat their @hearts may melt, and many ®fall at all their (Pgates. I have
given the glittering sword. Ah! I have made it for striking like lightning, we
wrap it up in readiness for slaughter.

18"show yourself sharp, go to the right; set yourself; go to the left,
wherever your edge has become appointed.

1771 will also clap My hands together, and I will ®appease My wrath; I, the
LORD, have spoken."

The Instrument of God's Judgment

18The word of the LORD came to me saying,

19"As for you, son of man, &®make two ways for the sword of the king of
Babylon to come; both of them will go out of one land. And make a signpost;
make it at the head of the way to the city.

20myou shall mark a way for the sword to come to (PRabbah of the sons of
Ammon, and to Judah into Yfortified Jerusalem.

2I"Eor the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the way, at the head of
the two ways, to use YWdivination; he Wshakes the arrows, he consults the
Xhousehold idols, he looks at the liver.

22"Tnto his right hand came the divination, 'Jerusalem,' to Wset battering
rams, to open the mouth for slaughter, to lift up the voice with a battle cry,
to set battering rams against the gates, to cast up ramps, to build a siege
wall.

23"And it will occur to them like a false divination in their eyes; Ythey have
sworn solemn oaths But he “®brings iniquity to remembrance, that
someone may seize them.

2“"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because you have made your
iniquity something people will remember, in that your transgressions have
become uncovered, so that in all your deeds your sins appear--because you
have come to remembrance, someone will seize you with the hand.



2>'And you, O slain, wicked one, the prince of Israel, whose “®lday has
come, in the time of the punishment of the end,’

28thus says the Lord GOD, 'Remove the turban and take off the ““crown;
this will no longer remain the same “®Exalt that which seems low and abase
that which has become high.

27MAB)A ruin, a ruin, a ruin, I will make it This also will happen no more until

(AF)He comes whose right we will have, and I will give it to Him."

28"And you, son of man, prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD
concerning the sons of Ammon and concerning their ®®reproach,' and say:
'A sword, a sword we will draw, polished for the slaughter, to cause it to
(AHconsume, that it may appear like lightning--

2while they see for you ®Pfalse visions, while they divine lies for you--to
place you on the necks of the wicked who have become slain, whose day has
come, in the ®time of the punishment of the end.

30(AK)Return it to its sheath In the ®Yplace where you had created, in the

land of your origin, I will judge you.

31T will @pour out My indignation on you; I will ®Yblow on you with the
fire of My wrath, and I will give you into the hand of brutal men, “9skilled in
destruction.

32'You will serve as “Pfuel for the fire; your blood will spill in the midst of
the land . No one will remember you, for I, the LORD, have spoken.""
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The Sins of Israel
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2"And you, son of man, will you judge, will you judge the bloody city? Then
cause her to know all her abominations.



3"You shall say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "A city ®shedding blood in her
midst, so that her time will come, and that makes idols, contrary to her
interest, for defilement!

“"You have become ®guilty by the blood which you have shed, and defiled
by your idols which you have made Thus you have brought your day near
and have come to your years; therefore I have made you a ‘©reproach to
the nations and a mocking to all the lands.

>"Those who live near and those who live far from you will mock you, you of
ill repute, full of ®turmoil.

®"Behold, the ®rulers of Israel, each according to his power, have lived in
you for the purpose of shedding blood.

"They have Ftreated father and mother lightly within you The (alien they
have oppressed in your midst; the ®fatherless and the widow they have
wronged in you.

8"You have Pdespised My holy things and @profaned My sabbaths.

"Slanderous men have dwelled in you for the purpose of shedding blood,
and in you they have eaten at the mountain shrines. In your midst they
have ®committed acts of lewdness.

1%'In you they have Puncovered their fathers' nakedness; in you they have
humbled her who has become ®unclean in her menstrual impurity.

11"One has committed abomination with his ®neighbor's wife and another
has lewdly defiled his (Ydaughter-in-law And another in you has ®humbled
his sister, his father's daughter.

12'Tn you they have @taken bribes to shed blood; you have taken ®interest
and profits, and you have injured your neighbors for gain by G)oppression,
and you have Mforgotten Me," declares the Lord GOD.

13vBehold, then, I smite My hand at your ®dishonest gain which you have
acquired and at the bloodshed which exists among you.

14vcan Myour heart endure, or can your hands remain strong in the days
that I will deal with you? WI, the LORD, have spoken and will act.

157 will ®scatter you among the nations and I will disperse you through the
lands, and I will ®consume your uncleanness from you.



18myou will profane yourself in the sight of the nations, and you will ‘¥know
Me as the LORD.""

17And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

18"Son of man, the house of Israel has become ®*dross to Me; all of them
are ®®bronze and tin and iron and lead in the ®“furnace; they have become
as the dross of silver.

19"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because all of you have become
dross, therefore, behold, I intend to gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.

20'As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into the
AD)fyrnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather you in My
anger and in My wrath and I will lay you there and melt you.

2I'T will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will
melt in the midst of it.

22'As silver melts in the furnace, so you will melt in the midst of it; and you
will know that I, the LORD, have ““®poured out My wrath on you."

23And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

24"Son of man, say to her, 'You have become a land “Pnot cleansed or
rained on in the day of indignation.'

2>"There has arisen a “Sconspiracy of her prophets in her midst like a
roaring lion tearing the prey They have “®devoured lives; they have taken
treasure and precious things; they have made many ®Pwidows in the midst
of her.

26"Her Apriests have done violence to My law and have “®¥profaned My
holy things; they have made no Pdistinction between the holy and the
profane, and they have not taught the difference between the “®unclean
and the clean; and they hide their eyes from My sabbaths, and they profane
Me among them.

2’"Her princes within her resemble wolves tearing the prey, by shedding
blood and “Ydestroying lives in order to get “9dishonest gain.

28"Her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing “®false visions
and divining lies for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD
has not spoken.



2"The people of the land have practiced “Qoppression and committed
robbery, and they have wronged the poor and needy and have “Roppressed
the sojourner without justice.

30n7 (AS)searched for a man among them who would “Pbuild up the wall and
(AUstand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it;
but I found no one.

31"Thus I have poured out My ®Yindignation on them; I have consumed
them with the fire of My wrath; ®%their way I have brought upon their
heads," declares the Lord GOD.
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Oholah and Oholibah's Sin and Its Consequences
The word of the LORD came to me again, saying,
2"Son of man, there lived ®two women, the daughters of one mother;

3and they played the harlot in Egypt. They ®played the harlot in their
youth; there someone pressed their breasts and there someone handled
their virgin bosom .

“"They had the names of Oholah the elder and Oholibah her sister. And they
became Mine, and they bore sons and daughters. And as for their names,
Samaria represents Oholah and Jerusalem represents Oholibah.

>"Oholah played the harlot while she belonged to Me; and she lusted after
her lovers, after the (©/Assyrians, her neighbors,

®who had purple clothing, ®governors and officials, all of them desirable
young men, horsemen riding on horses.

’"She bestowed her harlotries on them, all of whom we identify the choicest
men of Assyria; and with all whom she lusted after, with all their idols she
Edefiled herself.



8"She did not forsake her harlotries ©from the time in Egypt; for in her
youth men had lain with her, and they handled her virgin bosom and poured
out their lust on her.

“"Therefore, I gave her into the hand of her ®lovers, into the hand of the
Assyrians, after whom she lusted.

10 They Muncovered her nakedness; they took her sons and her daughters,
but they slew her with the sword. Thus she became a byword among
women, and they executed judgments on her.

1"Now her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she had become “more corrupt in
her lust than she, and her harlotries became more than the harlotries of her
sister.

12nghe |usted after the PAssyrians, governors and officials, the ones near,
magnificently dressed, horsemen riding on horses, all of them desirable
young men.

13'T saw that she had defiled herself; they both took the same way.

14150 she increased her harlotries. And she saw men ®portrayed on the
wall, images of the (“Chaldeans portrayed with vermilion,

15girded with belts on their loins, with flowing turbans on their heads, all of
them looking like officers, like the Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their
birth.

18"When she saw them she ®|usted after them and sent messengers to
them in Chaldea.

17"The MBabylonians came to her to the bed of love and defiled her with
their harlotry. And when she had become defiled by them, she became
disgusted with them.

18'she Duncovered her harlotries and uncovered her nakedness; then I
became ®disgusted with her, as I had become disgusted with her @sijster.

19nyet she multiplied her harlotries, remembering the days of her youth,
when she played the harlot in the land of Egypt.

20nghe ®justed after their paramours, whose flesh resembles the flesh of
donkeys and whose issue resembles the issue of horses.



2I"Thus you longed for the ®)lewdness of your youth, when the Egyptians
handled your bosom because of the breasts of your youth.

22"Therefore, O Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold I will arouse
your lovers against you, from whom you had become alienated, and I will
bring them against you from every side:

2the DBabylonians and all the YChaldeans, YPekod and Shoa and Koa,
and all the WAssyrians with them; desirable young men, governors and
officials all of them, officers and men of renown, all of them riding on horses.

>They will come against you with weapons, ®)chariots and wagons, and
with a company of peoples They will set themselves against you on every
side with buckler and shield and helmet; and I will commit the ®judgment
to them, and they will judge you according to their customs.

25T will set My @jealousy against you, that they may deal with you in wrath
They will remove your nose and your ears; and your survivors will fall by the
sword They will take your “sons and your daughters; and your survivors
will burn in the fire.

26'They will also “Bstrip you of your clothes and take away your ©beautiful
jewels.

2" Thus 2T will make your lewdness and your harlotry brought from the
land of Egypt to cease from you, so that you will not lift up your eyes to
them or remember Egypt anymore.'

28"For thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I will give you into the hand of
those whom you “Bhate, into the hand of those from whom you had
alienated.

2> They will “Pdeal with you in hatred, take all your property, and leave you
naked and bare. And the nakedness of your harlotries will become
uncovered, both your lewdness and your harlotries.

30'These things will happen to you because you have A9played the harlot
with the nations, because you have defiled yourself with their idols.

31'you have walked in the way of your sister; therefore I will give ®®her cup
into your hand.'

32"Thus says the Lord GOD,
'You will @Ddrink your sister's cup,



Which you find as deep and wide
They will laugh at you and hold you in derision;
It contains much.
3'you will fill with ®drunkenness and sorrow,
The cup of horror and desolation,
The cup of your sister Samaria.
3You will @Ydrink it and drain it.
Then you will gnaw its fragments
And tear your breasts;
for I have spoken,' declares the Lord GOD.

3"Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because you have ®®forgotten Me
and ®Ycast Me behind your back, bear now the punishment of your
lewdness and your harlotries."

3Moreover, the LORD said to me, "Son of man, will you ®®judge Oholah
and Oholibah? Then “Pdeclare to them their abominations.

37"For they have committed adultery, and blood appears on their hands.
Thus they have committed adultery with their idols and even caused their
sons, AYwhom they bore to Me, to pass through the fire to them as food.

38"Again, they have done this to Me: they have ®®defiled My sanctuary on
the same day and have “®profaned My sabbaths.

3%"For when they had slaughtered their children for their idols, they entered
My ADsanctuary on the same day to profane it; and lo, thus they did within
My house.

4O"Eyurthermore, they have even sent for men who come from afar, to
someone send a messenger ; and lo, they came--for whom you bathed,
(ADpainted your eyes and “Ydecorated yourselves with ornaments;

“land you sat on a splendid ®Wcouch with a ®®table arranged before it on
which you had set My ®Yincense and My 42)qil,

42"The sound of a ®®carefree multitude stayed with her; and ©®drunkards
were brought from the wilderness with men of the common sort And they
put ESbracelets on the hands of the women and beautiful crowns on their
heads.

43"Then I said concerning her who wore her out by her adulteries, 'Will they
now commit adultery with her when she has become thus?'



“"But they went in to her as they would go in to a harlot. Thus they went in
to Oholah and to Oholibah, the lewd women.

4S"But they, righteous men, will ®judge them with the judgment of
adulteresses and with the judgment of women who shed blood, because
they have become adulteresses and blood remains on their hands.

“®"For thus says the Lord GOD, 'Bring up a company against them and give
them over to ®Pterror and plunder.

4"The company will ESstone them with stones and cut them down with
their swords; they will slay their sons and their daughters and ©burn their
houses with fire.

“®Thus I will make lewdness cease from the land, that all women may
become admonished and not commit lewdness as you have done.

“OYour lewdness will become Prequited upon you, and you will bear the
penalty of worshiping your idols; thus you will know Me as the Lord GOD.""

Ezekiel 24
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Parable of the Boiling Pot

'And the word of the LORD came to me in the ninth year, in the tenth
month, on the tenth of the month, saying,

2"Son of man, write the name of the day, this very day. The king of Babylon
has Mlaid siege to Jerusalem this very day.

3"Speak a ®parable to the ©rebellious house and say to them, 'Thus says
the Lord GOD,
"Put on the ®pot, put it on and also pour water in it;
“®put in it the pieces,
Every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder;
Fill it with choice bones.
>"Take the Pchoicest of the flock,



And also pile wood under the pot.
Make it boil vigorously.
Also seethe its bones in it."

®Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD,

"Woe to the ©bloody city,
To the pot in which we find rust
And whose rust has not gone out of it!
Take out of it piece after piece,
Without making a choice.

""For her blood lies in her midst;
She placed it on the bare rock;
She did not ®pour it on the ground
To cover it with dust.

8"That it may Pcause wrath to come up to take vengeance,
I have put her blood on the bare rock,
That it may not become covered."

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD,

"Dwoe to the bloody city!
I also will make the pile great.

10"Heap on the wood, kindle the fire,
Boil the flesh well
And mix in the spices,
And let the someone burn the bones .

U Then ®set it empty on its coals
So that it may remain hot
And its bronze may glow
And its “filthiness may melt in it,
Its rust consumed.

12nghe has MWwearied Me with toil,
Yet her great rust has not gone from her;
Let her rust remain in the fire!

13'In your filthiness we find lewdness.
Because I would have cleansed you,
Yet you have not become clean,
You will not become cleansed from your filthiness again
Until I have @spent My wrath on you.

14v1 the LORD, have spoken; it ®comes and I will act I will not relent, and
I will not @pity and I will not feel sorry; ®according to your ways and
according to your deeds I will judge you," declares the Lord GOD.""

Death of Ezekiel's Wife Serves as a Sign



15And the word of the LORD came to me saying,

18'Son of man, behold, I will take from you the Gdesire of your eyes with a
Dplow; but you shall not Ymourn and you shall not weep, and your “tears
shall not come.

17"Groan silently; make ™no mourning for the dead Bind on your turban
and put your shoes on your feet, and do not cover your mustache and ®do
not eat the bread of men."

1850 I spoke to the people in the morning, and in the evening my wife died.
And in the morning I did as I had received the command.

1The people said to me, "Will you not tell us what these things that you do
mean for us?"

20Then I said to them, "The word of the LORD came to me saying,

2l'speak to the house of Israel, "Thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I will
soon profane My sanctuary, the pride of your power, the Wdesire of your
eyes and the delight of your soul; and your “®sons and your daughters
whom you have left behind will fall by the sword.

22'you will do as I have done; you will not cover your mustache and you will
not eat the bread of men.

23'Your turbans you will wear on your heads and your shoes on your feet.
You ®®will not mourn and you will not weep, but ®®you will rot away in your
iniquities and you will groan to one another.

2 Thus Ezekiel will serve as a ®“sign to you; according to all that he has
done you will do; when it comes, then you will know Me as the Lord GOD.""

25'As for you, son of man, will it not happen on the day when I take from
them their “Pstronghold, the joy of their pride, the desire of their eyes and
their heart's delight, their sons and their daughters,

26that on that day he who ®escapes will come to you with information for
your ears?

27'0n that day your ®®mouth will open to him who escaped, and you will
speak and remain mute no longer. Thus you will serve as a sign to them,
and they will know Me as the LORD."
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Judgment on Gentile Nations--Ammon
'And the word of the LORD came to me saying,

>"Son of man, set your face toward the ®sons of Ammon and prophesy
against them,

3and say to the sons of Ammon, 'Hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says
the Lord GOD, "Because you said, '®Aha!' against My sanctuary when it had
become profaned, and against the land of Israel when it became desolate,
and against the house of Judah when they went into exile,

“therefore, behold, I intend to give you to the “sons of the east for a
possession, and they will set their encampments among you and make their
dwellings among you; they will ®eat your fruit and drink your milk.

>'T will make ®Rabbah a pasture for camels and the sons of Ammon a
resting place for flocks. Thus you will know Me as the LORD."

®For thus says the Lord GOD, "Because you have ‘©clapped your hands and
stamped your feet and “rejoiced with all the scorn of your soul against the
land of Israel,

’therefore, behold, I have Pstretched out My hand against you and I will
give you for Pspoil to the nations And I will Pcut you off from the peoples
and ®'make you perish from the lands; I will destroy you Thus you will
Lknow Me as the LORD."

Moab

8Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because ™Moab and Seir say, 'Behold, the
house of Judah looks like all the nations,’

therefore, behold, I intend to deprive the flank of Moab of its cities, of its
cities which lie on its frontiers, the glory of the land, YBeth-jeshimoth,
©Baal-meon and ®Kiriathaim,



1%and I will give it for a possession along with the sons of Ammon to the
Qsons of the east, so that the sons of Ammon people will not remember
among the nations.

1" Thus I will execute judgments on Moab, and they will know Me as the
LORD."

Edom

12Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because ®Edom has acted against the house
of Judah by taking vengeance, and has incurred grievous guilt, and avenged
themselves upon them,"

Btherefore thus says the Lord GOD, "I will also &stretch out My hand
against Edom and ®Pcut off man and beast from it And I will lay it waste;
from ®Teman even to YDedan they will fall by the sword.

14n(MWT will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My people Israel
Therefore, they will act in Edom ®according to My anger and according to
My wrath; thus they will know My vengeance," declares the Lord GOD.

Philistia

15Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because the Philistines have acted in Prevenge
and have taken vengeance with scorn of soul to destroy with everlasting
enmity,"

therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will @stretch out My hand
against the Philistines, even cut off the ®Cherethites and destroy the
remnant of the seacoast.

1771 will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful rebukes; and they
will ®®know Me as the LORD when I lay My vengeance on them.""

Ezekiel 26
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Judgment on Tyre

Now in the eleventh year, on the first of the month, the word of the LORD
came to me saying,



2"Son of man, because ®Tyre has said concerning Jerusalem, 'Aha, the
B)gateway of the peoples is broken; it has (“opened to me. I shall become
filled, now that she has become laid waste,'

3therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I resist you, O Tyre, and I will
bring up ®many nations against you, as the ®)sea brings up its waves.

“They will Pdestroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; and I will
scrape her debris from her and make her a bare rock.

>'She will serve as a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea,
for I have spoken,' declares the Lord GOD, 'and she will become “spoil for
the nations.

®Also her Ydaughters who dwell on the mainland will fall by the sword, and
they will know Me as the LORD."

’For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will bring upon Tyre from the north
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Pking of kings, with horses, @chariots,
cavalry and a great army.

8"He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword; and he will
make ®siege walls against you, cast up a (®ramp against you and raise up a
large shield against you.

*"The blow of his battering rams he will direct against your walls, and with
his axes he will break down your towers.

10"Because of the multitude of his ®horses, the dust raised by them will
cover you; your walls will ®Wshake at the noise of cavalry and wagons and
chariots when he Qenters your gates as men enter a city that has become
breached.

rwith the hoofs of his ®horses he will trample all your streets He will slay
your people with the sword; and your strong pillars will ‘Ycome down to the
ground.

12vAlso they will make a spoil of your riches and a prey of your
®merchandise, ®break down your walls and destroy your Ppleasant
houses, and throw your stones and your timbers and your debris Yinto the
water.

13v50 1 will silence the sound of your @songs, and the sound of your
Wharps people will hear no more.



141 will make you a bare rock; you will serve as a place for the spreading of
nets. People will build you no more, for I the ®WLORD have spoken," declares
the Lord GOD.

15Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre, "Shall not the ®coastlands “*shake at
the sound of your fall when the wounded groan, when the slaughter occurs
in your midst?

18" Then all the princes of the sea will “®go down from their thrones,
remove their robes and strip off their embroidered garments They will
(A9clothe themselves with trembling; they will sit on the ground, “®tremble
every moment and feel appalled at you.

17"They will take up a ®®lamentation over you and say to you,
'"®DHow you have perished, O inhabited one,
From the seas, O renowned city,
Which proved “©®mighty on the sea,
She and her inhabitants,
Who imposed her terror
On all her inhabitants!

18'Now the “Hcoastlands will tremble

On the day of your fall;
Yes, the coastlands which lie by the sea
Will have terror at your “Ppassing."

19For thus says the Lord GOD, "When I make you a desolate city, like the
cities which do not have inhabitants, when I “Ybring up the deep over you
and the great waters cover you,

2Othen I will bring you down with those who ¥)go down to the pit, to the
people of old, and I will make you dwell in the Plower parts of the earth,
like the ancient waste places, with those who go down to the pit, so that you
will not have inhabitants; but I will set ®glory in the land of the living.

211 will bring “Mterrors on you and you will exist no more; though they will
seek you , they will never find you again," declares the Lord GOD.
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Lament over Tyre
!Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying,
2"And you, son of man, ®take up a lamentation over Tyre;

3and say to Tyre, ®who dwells at the entrance to the sea, ©“merchant of
the peoples to many coastlands, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"O Tyre, you have said, 'I have perfect beauty.'
“"Your borders extend into the heart of the seas;
Your builders have perfected your beauty.
>"They have made all your planks of fir trees from ®Senir;
They have taken a cedar from Lebanon to make a mast for you.
érof ®oaks from PBashan they have made your oars;
With ivory they have inlaid your deck of boxwood from the coastlands
of “)Cyprus.
""Your sail consisted of fine embroidered linen from Egypt
So that it became your distinguishing mark;
Your awning appeared as 'blue and purple from the coastlands of
(DElishah.
8'The inhabitants of Sidon and YArvad served as your rowers;
Your ®wise men, O Tyre, were aboard; they served as your pilots.
"The elders of (“’Gebal and her wise men who had accompanied you
repairing your seams;
All the ships of the sea and their sailors accompanied you in order to
deal in your merchandise.

10n®persia and MLud and ‘QPut served in your army, your men of war.
They hung shield and helmet in you; they set forth your splendor.

1"The sons of Arvad and your army stood on your walls, all around, and the
Gammadim stood in your towers. They hung their shields on your walls all
around; they perfected your beauty.

12rTarshish became your customer because of the abundance of all kinds of
wealth; with silver, iron, tin and lead they paid for your wares.

13n®javan, @Tubal and ®'Meshech, they served as your traders; with the
S)lives of men and vessels of bronze they paid for your merchandise.



" Those from (PBeth-togarmah gave horses and war horses and mules for
your wares.

15The sons of WDedan served as your traders Many coastlands lay in your
market; Yivory tusks and ebony they brought as your payment.

lenWAram served as your customer because of the abundance of your
goods; they paid for your wares with ®emeralds, purple, Yembroidered
work, fine linen, coral and rubies.

17"judah and the land of Israel, they served as your traders; with the wheat
of ¥)Minnith, cakes, honey, oil and balm they paid for your merchandise.

18n(A)pamascus served as your customer because of the abundance of your
goods, because of the abundance of all kinds of wealth, because of the wine
of Helbon and white wool.

19"vedan and Javan paid for your wares from Uzal; wrought iron, cassia and
sweet cane appeared among your merchandise.

20n(8B)pedan traded with you in saddlecloths for riding.

21n(A9Arabia and all the princes of Kedar, they served as your customers for
(ADlambs, rams and goats; for these they served as your customers.

22'The traders of “PSheba and Raamah, they traded with you; they paid for
your wares with the best of all kinds of “Pspices, and with all kinds of
precious stones and gold.

23"Haran, Canneh, ®9Eden, the traders of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad
traded with you.

2"They traded with you in choice garments, in clothes of blue and
embroidered work, and in carpets of many colors and tightly wound cords,
which appeared among your merchandise.

2>'The Mships of Tarshish served as the carriers for your merchandise.

And you became filled and seemed very glorious
In the heart of the seas.

26"your rowers have brought you
Into “Dgreat waters;
The ®east wind has broken you
In the heart of the seas.

27"Your wealth, your wares, your merchandise,



Your sailors and your pilots,
Your repairers of seams, your dealers in merchandise
And all your men of war live in you,
With all your company that dwells in your midst,
Will fall into the heart of the seas
On the day of your overthrow.
28"At the sound of the cry of your pilots
The pasture lands will ®¥shake.
29"All who handle the oar,
The ®Ysailors and all the pilots of the sea
Will come down from their ships;
They will stand on the land,
30And they will ®®make their voice heard over you
And will cry bitterly
They will ®®cast dust on their heads,
They will ®Dwallow in ashes.
31"Also they will make themselves ®®bald for you
And “Qgird themselves with sackcloth;
And they will ®®weep for you in bitterness of soul
With bitter mourning.
32"Moreover, in their wailing they will take up a “®lamentation for you
And lament over you:
'Who compared to Tyre,
Like her who remains silent in the midst of the sea?
33'When your wares went out from the seas,
You satisfied many peoples;
With the “Dabundance of your wealth and your merchandise
You enriched the kings of earth.
3*'Now that you have become broken by the seas
In the depths of the waters,
Your ®merchandise and all your company
Have fallen in the midst of you.
35'All the “Winhabitants of the coastlands
Feel appalled at you,
And their kings have become horribly afraid;
They have become troubled in countenance.
3'The merchants among the peoples “®hiss at you;
You have become terrified
And you ®Ywill cease to exist forever.™"
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Tyre's King Overthrown
The word of the LORD came again to me, saying,

2"Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"Because your heart has lifted itself up
And you have said, '™I proclaim myself a god,
I sit in the seat of gods
In the heart of the seas’;
Yet you should acknowledge yourself a ®man and not God,
Although you make your heart like the heart of God--
3Behold, you show yourself wiser than “Daniel;
No secret can prove a match for you.
“"By your wisdom and understanding
You have acquired ®riches for yourself
And have acquired gold and silver for your treasuries.
>"By your great wisdom, by your ®trade
You have increased your riches
And your ®heart lifts up because of your riches--

*Therefore thus says the Lord GOD,

'Because you have ¥made your heart
Like the heart of God,

"Therefore, behold, I will bring ®strangers upon you,
The ®most ruthless of the nations.
And they will draw their swords
Against the beauty of your wisdom
And defile your splendor.

8They will bring you down to the pit,
And you will die the Pdeath of those who have become slain
In the heart of the seas.

'Will you still say, "I proclaim myself a god,"
In the presence of your slayer,
Though you live as a man and not God,
In the hands of those who wound you?

10'vou will die the death of the ®uncircumcised
By the hand of strangers,
For I have spoken!' declares the Lord GOD!"""

1again the word of the LORD came to me saying,



12150n of man, Ptake up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to
him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"You had the seal of perfection,
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13vyou stood in ™Eden, the garden of God;
MEyvery precious stone served as your covering:
The @ruby, the topaz and the diamond;
The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;
The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;
And the gold, the workmanship of your ®settings and sockets,
Appeared in you.
On the day that you came into existence
They had become prepared.
4nyou served as the @anointed cherub who covers,
And I placed you there
You lived on the holy ®mountain of God;
You walked in the midst of the &stones of fire.
15vyou appeared Pblameless in your ways
From the day you came into existence
Until Yunrighteousness appeared in you.
16nBy the Wabundance of your trade
You became internally ™filled with violence,
And you sinned;
Therefore I have cast you as profane
From the mountain of God.
And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub,
From the midst of the stones of fire.
17"your heart you lifted up because of your ®beauty;
You ®corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor
I cast you to the ground;
I put you before (¥kings,
That they may see you.
18'By the multitude of your iniquities,
In the unrighteousness of your trade
You profaned your sanctuaries.
Therefore I have brought “®fijre from the midst of you;
It has consumed you,
And I have turned you to “®)ashes on the earth
In the eyes of all who see you.
19"All who know you among the peoples
Feel appalled at you;
You have become “Sterrified
And you will cease to exist “forever.



Judgment of Sidon
20And the word of the LORD came to me saying,
21"Son of man, 4Bset your face toward F’'Sidon, prophesy against her

22and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"Behold, I resist you, O Sidon,
And I will have glorification in your midst.
Then they will know Me as the LORD when I A9execute judgments in
her,
And I will manifest My holiness in her.
23vEor (AT will send pestilence to her
And blood to her streets,
And the ®Pwounded will fall in her midst
By the sword upon her on every side;
Then they will acknowledge Me as the LORD.

2“"And there will exist no more for the house of Israel a “Yprickling brier or
a painful thorn from any round about them who scorned them; then they will
know Me as the Lord GOD."

Israel Regathered

2>'Thus says the Lord GOD, "When I Kgather the house of Israel from the
peoples among whom they have become scattered, and will manifest My
holiness in them in the sight of the nations, then they will “Ylive in their
land which I gave to My servant Jacob.

26vThey will @Plive in it securely; and they will ®Ybuild houses, plant
vineyards and live securely when I ®execute judgments upon all who scorn
them round about them. Then they will know Me as the LORD their God.""
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Judgment of Egypt

Tn the ®tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth of the month, the
word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, set your face against ®Pharaoh king of Egypt and prophesy
against him and against all ‘“Egypt.

3"Speak and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"Behold, I resist you, Pharaoh king of Egypt,
The great ®monster that lies in the midst of his rivers,
That ®has said, 'My Nile belongs to me, and I myself have made it.'
4T will put ®hooks in your jaws
And make the fish of your rivers cling to your scales.
And I will bring you up out of the midst of your rivers,
And all the fish of your rivers will cling to your scales.
>'T will ©abandon you to the wilderness, you and all the fish of your
rivers;
You will fall on the open field; people will not bring or gather you
together.
I have given you for Pfood to the beasts of the earth and to the birds
of the sky.
®'Then all the inhabitants of Egypt will know Me as the LORD,
Because they have only served as a Ystaff made of reed to the house
of Israel.
"When they took hold of you with the hand,
You ®broke and tore all their hands;
And when they leaned on you,
You broke and made all their loins quake."

8Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will “bring upon you a
sword and I will cut off from you man and beast.

"The Mand of Egypt will become a desolation and waste Then they will
know Me as the LORD Because you Ysaid, 'The Nile belongs to me, and I
have made it,’

therefore, behold, I resist you and against your rivers, and I will make the
land of Egypt an utter waste and desolation, from Migdol to Syene and even
to the border of Ethiopia.



"A man's foot will ®not pass through it, and the foot of a beast will not
pass through it, and it will not have inhabitants for forty years.

12150 1 will make the land of Egypt a desolation in the @midst of desolated
lands And her cities, in the midst of cities that have become laid waste, will
fall into desolation forty years; and I will ®scatter the Egyptians among the
nations and disperse them among the lands."

13'For thus says the Lord GOD, "At the end of forty years I will ©gather the
Egyptians from the peoples among whom they had become scattered.

14T will turn the fortunes of Egypt and make them return to the land of
(Dpathros, to the land of their origin, and there they will exist as a lowly
kingdom.

157t will become the lowest of the kingdoms, and it will never again lift
itself up above the nations And I will make them so small that they will not
Mrule over the nations.

18vAnd it will never again serve as the ™Wconfidence of the house of Israel,
Xbringing to mind the iniquity of their having turned to Egypt. Then they
will know Me as the Lord GOD.""

Now in the Wtwenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first of the
month, the word of the LORD came to me saying,

18'Son of man, ‘¥’ Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made his army labor
hard against Tyre; every head they made “*bald and every shoulder they
had rubbed bare. But he and his army had no wages from Tyre for the labor
that he had performed against it."

YTherefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I “Bwill give the land of
Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon And he will carry off her Awealth
and capture her spoil and seize her plunder; and it will serve as wages for
his army.

20"T have given him the land of Egypt for his labor which he ®®performed,
because they acted for Me," declares the Lord GOD.

21"On that day I will make a ®®horn sprout for the house of Israel, and I
will ®®open your mouth in their midst. Then they will know Me as the
LORD."
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Lament over Egypt
The word of the LORD came again to me saying,

2"Son of man, prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,

"AWwail, 'Alas for the day!'

3"For the day has drawn near,
Even ®the day of the LORD has come near;
It will appear as a day of “)clouds,
A time of doom for the nations.

“"A sword will come upon Egypt,
And anguish will fall on Ethiopia;
When the slain fall in Egypt,
They ®take away her wealth,
And her foundations have become torn down.

>"Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all ®'Arabia, Libya and the people of the land that has
joined in league will fall with them by the sword."
®Thus says the LORD,
"Indeed, those who support (PEgypt will fall
And the pride of her power will come down;
From Migdol to Syene
They will fall within her by the sword,"
Declares the Lord GOD.
"They will become desolate
In the ©midst of the desolated lands;
And her cities will exist
In the midst of the devastated cities.
8'And they will ®know Me as the LORD,
When I set a Ofire in Egypt
And all her helpers have broken.

"On that day @messengers will go forth from Me in ships to frighten

®secure Ethiopia; and (Panguish will fall on them as on the day of Egypt; for
behold, it comes!"

19Thus says the Lord GOD,
"M7 will also make the hordes of Egypt cease



By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.
1"He and his people with him,
MThe most ruthless of the nations,
Will be brought in to destroy the land;
And they will draw their swords against Egypt
And fill the land with the slain.
12'Moreover, I will make the @Nile canals dry
And ®sell the land into the hands of evil men.
And I will make the land desolate
And all that dwells in it,
By the hand of strangers; I the LORD have spoken."

13Thus says the Lord GOD,
"I will also @destroy the idols
And make the images cease from ®Memphis.
And there will no longer rule a prince in the land of Egypt;
And I will put fear in the land of Egypt.
41 will make ©Pathros desolate,
Set a fire in PZoan
And execute judgments on B Thebes.
15T will pour out My wrath on ®!Sin,
The stronghold of Egypt;
I will also cut off the hordes of Thebes.
16r7 will set a fire in Egypt;
Sin will writhe in anguish,
Thebes will become breached
And [JMemphis will have distresses daily.
17"The young men of S¥)0On and of Pi-beseth
Will fall by the sword,
And the women will go into captivity.

18117 MTehaphnehes the day will seem ®dark
When I ®break the yoke bars of Egypt.
Then the pride of her power will cease in her;
A cloud will cover her,

And her daughters will go into captivity.
9"Thus I will Yexecute judgments on Egypt,
And they will know Me as the LORD.""

Victory for Babylon

201n the ®Meleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh of the month,
the word of the LORD came to me saying,



21"Son of man, I have “®Pbroken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and,
behold, I have bound it up for healing or wrapped with a bandage, that it
may become strong to hold the sword.

22"Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I resist *®against Pharaoh
king of Egypt and will break his arms, both the strong and the “®broken;
and I will make the sword “Pfall from his hand.

237 will “Sscatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them
among the lands.

2"For I will ®strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon and put “)My
sword in his hand; and I will break the arms of Pharaoh, so that he will
groan before him with the groanings of a wounded man.

2>'Thus I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of
Pharaoh will fall. Then they will know Me as the LORD, when I put My sword
into the hand of the king of Babylon and he ®stretches it out against the
land of Egypt.

26'When I scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them
among the lands, then they will know Me as the LORD."™

Ezekiel 31
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Pharaoh Warned of Assyria's Fate

Tn the ®eleventh year, in the third month, on the first of the month, the
word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his ®hordes,

'Whom do you compare in your greatness?

3'Behold, Assyria grew as a “cedar in Lebanon
With beautiful branches and forest shade,
And ®very high,
And its top appears among the clouds.

“The ®waters made it grow, the deep made it high.
With its rivers it continually extended all around its planting place,
And sent out its channels to all the trees of the field.

>Therefore ®its height appeared loftier than all the trees of the field



And its boughs became many and its branches long
Because of ©many waters as it spread them out.
©All the ®birds of the heavens nested in its boughs,
And under its branches all the beasts of the field gave birth,
And all great nations lived under its shade.
"'So it appeared beautiful in its greatness, in the length of its branches;
For its roots extended to many waters.
8The Wcedars in PGod's garden could not match it;
The cypresses could not compare with its boughs,
And the plane trees could not match its branches
No tree in ®’God's garden could compare with it in its beauty.
91 made it beautiful with the multitude of its branches,
And all the trees of (“Eden, which grew in the ®garden of God,
became jealous of it.

10 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Because it has high stature and has
set its top among the clouds, and its Wheart has become haughty in its
loftiness,

Utherefore I will give it into the hand of a (Qdespot of the nations; he will
thoroughly deal with it According to its wickedness I have ®driven it away.

121@plien ®tyrants of the nations have cut it down and left it; on the
S)mountains and in all the valleys its branches have fallen and its boughs
have broken in all the ravines of the land And all the peoples of the earth
have Mgone down from its shade and left it.

130On its ruin all the YWbirds of the heavens will dwell, and all the beasts of
the field will step on its fallen branches

450 that all the trees by the waters may not exalt themselves in their
stature, nor set their top among the clouds, nor their well-watered mighty
ones stand erect in their height. For I have given them over to death, to
the @earth beneath, among the sons of men, with those who go down to
the pit."

1>Thus says the Lord GOD, "On the day when it went down to Sheol I
Wcaused lamentations; I closed the deep over it and held back its rivers.
And its many waters stopped up, and I made Lebanon mourn for it, and all
the trees of the field wilted away on account of it.

16" made the nations ¥'quake at the sound of its fall when I made it ¥go
down to Sheol with those who go down to the pit; and all the well-watered



trees of Eden, the choicest and best of Y)Lebanon, received comfort in the
earth beneath.

17"They also “®went down with it to Sheol to those who had become
(A9slain by the sword; and those who served as its strength lived “Punder
its shade among the nations.

18"To which among the trees of Eden have you become equal in glory and
greatness? Yet I will bring you down with the trees of Eden to the earth
beneath; you will lie in the midst of the “®uncircumcised, with those who
had become slain by the sword “®So has fallen Pharaoh and all his hordes!""
declares the Lord GOD."

Ezekiel 32
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Lament over Pharaoh and Egypt

Tn the ®twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first of the month, the
word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, take up a ®lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt and say
to him,

'You compared yourself to a young ©lion of the nations,

Yet you resemble the @monster in the seas;

And you ®burst forth in your rivers

And muddied the waters with your feet

And fouled their rivers."

3Thus says the Lord GOD,
"Now I will ®spread My net over you
With a company of many peoples,
And they shall lift you up in My net.
“'T will leave you on the land;
I will cast you on the open field.
And I will cause all the ®birds of the heavens to dwell on you,
And I will satisfy the beasts of the whole earth with you.
>'T will lay your flesh ®on the mountains
And fill the valleys with your refuse.
"I will also make the land drink the discharge of your ®blood



As far as the mountains,
And the ravines will fill with you.
"And when I @extinguish you,
I will ®cover the heavens and darken their Vstars;
I will cover the ®Msun with a cloud
And the moon will not give its light.
8uAll the shining Mlights in the heavens
I will darken over you
And will set darkness on your land,"
Declares the Lord GOD.

T will also ©trouble the hearts of many peoples when I ®bring your
destruction among the nations, into lands which you have not known.

101 will make many peoples Qappalled at you, and their kings will become
horribly afraid of you when I brandish My sword before them; and ®they will
tremble every moment, every man for his own life, on the day of your fall."

1For Sthus says the Lord GOD, "The sword of the king of Babylon will
come upon you.

12nBy the swords of the mighty ones I will cause your hordes to fall; all of
them rule as Ptyrants of the nations,
And they will @devastate the pride of Egypt,
And all its hordes will suffer destruction.
1377 will also destroy all its cattle from beside many waters;
And ®the foot of man will not muddy them anymore
And the hoofs of beasts will not muddy them.
“"Then I will make their waters settle
And will cause their rivers to run like oil,"
Declares the Lord GOD.
15"When I make the land of Egypt a Wdesolation,
And the land has become destitute of that which filled it,
When I smite all those who live in it,
Then they shall ®know Me as the LORD.

16rThis (Wlamentation they shall chant . The daughters of the nations shall
chant it. Over Egypt and over all her hordes they shall chant it," declares the
Lord GOD.

In the “twelfth year, on the ®fifteenth of the month, the word of the
LORD came to me saying,



18'Son of man, “Bwail for the hordes of Egypt and ““bring it down, her and
the daughters of the powerful nations, to the “®nether world, with those
who go down to the pit;
19"Whom do you surpass in beauty?
Go down and make your bed with the “Buncircumcised."

20"They shall fall in the midst of those who are slain by the sword. I give her
over to the sword; they have “Fdrawn her and all her hordes away.

2I'The ®S)strong among the mighty ones shall speak of him and his helpers
from the midst of Sheol, 'They have gone down, they lie still, the
uncircumcised, slain by the sword.'

22n(AAssyria resides there and all her company; her graves surround her.
All of them are slain, fallen by the sword,

Zwhose “)graves have become set in the remotest parts of the pit and her
company surrounds her grave. All of them have become slain, fallen by the
sword, who spread terror in the land of the living.

24n(ADE|am lives there and all her hordes around her grave; all of them slain,
fallen by the sword, who went down uncircumcised to the ®®lower parts of
the earth, who instilled their terror in the “Yland of the living and ®®bore
their disgrace with those who went down to the pit.

25"They have made a “Ybed for her among the slain with all her hordes.
Her graves surround it, they have all become uncircumcised, slain by the
sword (although their terror had instilled in the land of the living), and they
bore their disgrace with those who go down to the pit; they fell right in the
midst of the slain.

26n(A0Meshech, ®PTubal and all their hordes reside there; their graves
surround them All of them fell by the sword “@uncircumcised, though they
instilled their terror in the land of the living.

27m(AR)Nor do they lie beside the fallen ®®heroes of the uncircumcised, who
went down to Sheol with their weapons of war and whose swords had
become laid under their heads; but the punishment for their ®Piniquity
rested on their bones, though the terror of these heroes rested once in the
land of the living.

28"But in the midst of the uncircumcised you will break and lie with those
slain by the sword.



29" We also see “WEdom, its kings and all its princes, who for all their might
has become laid with those slain by the sword; they will lie with the
uncircumcised and with those who go down to the pit.

30"There also live the chiefs of the “Ynorth, all of them, and all the
(AW)Sidonians, who in spite of the terror resulting from their might, in shame
went down with the slain. So they lay down uncircumcised with those slain
by the sword and bore their disgrace with those who go down to the pit.

3I"These Pharaoh will see, and he will have comfort for all his hordes slain
by the sword, even Pharaoh and all his army," declares the Lord GOD.

32"Though I instilled a terror of him in the land of the living, yet they will

force them to lie down among the uncircumcised along with those slain by
the sword, even Pharaoh and all his hordes," declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 33
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The Watchman's Duty

'And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2"Son of man, speak to the Msons of your people and say to them, 'If I
bring a sword upon a land, and the people of the land take one man from
among them and make him their watchman,

3and he sees the sword coming upon the land and ®blows on the trumpet
and warns the people,

“then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and (“does not take warning,
and a sword comes and takes him away, his ®blood will fall on his own
head.

>'He heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take warning; his blood will
fall on himself. But had he taken warning, he would have ®delivered his life.



®But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the
trumpet and the people do not receive a warning, and a sword comes and
takes a person from them, he has ensnared himself in his own iniquity; but
his “)blood I will require from the watchman's hand.'

""Now as for you, son of man, I have ®appointed you a watchman for the
house of Israel; so you will hear a message from My mouth and give them
Dwarning from Me.

8"When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will @surely die,' and you
do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood I will require from your hand.

"But if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn from his way and he
®does not turn from his way, he will die in his iniquity, but you have
Ldelivered your life.

10"Now as for you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, 'Thus you have
spoken, saying, "Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we
rot away in them; ®how then can we survive?"

1rsay to them, '©@As I live!' declares the Lord GOD, 'I take ®no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked Yturn from his way and
live ®Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O
house of Israel?’

12'And you, son of man, say to your fellow citizens, 'The ®righteousness of
a righteous man will not deliver him in the day of his transgression, and as
for the wickedness of the wicked, he will Pnot stumble because of it in the
day when he turns from his wickedness; whereas a righteous man will not
have the capability to live by his righteousness on the day when he commits
sin.'

13"When I say to the righteous he will surely live, and he so trusts in his
righteousness that he @commits iniquity, none of his righteous deeds
people will remember; but in that same iniquity of his which he has
committed he will die.

4vBut when I say to the wicked, 'You will surely die," and he ®turns from
his sin and practices Wjustice and righteousness,

15if a wicked man restores a pledge, ®pays back what he has taken by
robbery, walks by the Wstatutes which ensure life without committing
iniquity, he shall surely live; he shall not die.



16n(Z)None of his sins that he has committed will people remember or hold
against him. He has practiced justice and righteousness; he shall surely live.

17nyet your fellow citizens say, 'The way of the Lord we do not consider
right,' when their own way does not appear right.

18"When the righteous turns from his righteousness and ®®commits
iniquity, then he shall die in it.

19"But when the wicked turns from his wickedness and practices justice and
righteousness, he will live by them.

20nyet you say, "BThe way of the Lord we don’t consider right.' O house of
Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways."

Word of Jerusalem's Capture

2INow A9in the ADtwelfth year of our exile, on the fifth of the tenth month,
the refugees from Jerusalem came to me, saying, " The enemies have taken
the city."

22Now the “Phand of the LORD had fallen upon me in the evening, before
the refugees came And He “opened my mouth at the time they came to
me in the morning; so my mouth “®opened and I found myself no longer
speechless.

23Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

24"Son of man, they who ®Dlive in these waste places in the land of Israel

have said, '®)Abraham we recognize as the only one, yet he possessed the
land; so to “®us who have grown many the land God has given to us as a
possession.'

2"Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "You eat meat with the
(Ablood in it, lift up your eyes to your idols as you shed blood 4®Should
you then possess the land?

26ryou ®Wrely on your sword, you commit abominations and each of you
defiles his neighbor's wife. Should you then possess the land?"

27"Thus you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "As I live, surely
those who live in the waste places will “9fall by the sword, and whoever
lives in the open field I will give to the beasts to become devoured, and
those who hide in the strongholds and in the ®®caves will die of pestilence.



287 will AQmake the land a desolation and a waste, and the ®®pride of her
power will cease; and the mountains of Israel will fall into desolation so that
no one will pass through.

2"Then they will know Me as the LORD, when I make the land a desolation
and a waste because of all their abominations which they have committed."

30"But as for you, son of man, your fellow citizens who talk about you by the
walls and in the doorways of the houses, speak to one another, each to his
brother, saying, '®Come now and hear the message which comes forth
from the LORD.'

31"They come to you as people come, and sit before you as My people and
hear your words, but they do not do them, for they do the lustful desires
expressed by their ®Dmouth, and their heart goes after their “Ygain.

32"Behold, you seem to them like a sensual song by one who has a
(Aheautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for they hear your words
but they do not practice them.

3"So when it ®“Ycomes to pass--as surely it will--then they will know that a
prophet has stood in their midst."

Ezekiel 34

NASB E-Prime DFM

Prophecy against the Shepherds of Israel
Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, prophesy against the ®shepherds of Israel Prophesy and say
to those shepherds, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Woe, shepherds of Israel who
have fed themselves! Should not the shepherds “feed the flock?

3"You Peat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you ®slaughter the
fat sheep without feeding the flock.

“"Those who have become sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased
you have not healed, Pthe broken you have not bound up, the scattered you
have not brought back, nor have you ¥sought for the lost; but with force
and with severity you have dominated them.



>"They became M)scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became ®food
for every beast of the field and had become scattered.

®"My flock Pwandered through all the mountains and on every high hill;
®My flock had become scattered over all the surface of the earth, and “no
one searched or sought for them.""

'Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:

8"As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "surely because My flock has become a
Mprey, My flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field for lack
of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search for My flock, but rather the
shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock;

therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:

10 Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I resist Magainst the shepherds, and I
will demand My sheep from them and make them Qcease from feeding
sheep So the shepherds will not feed themselves anymore, but I will
®deliver My flock from their mouth, so that they will not become food for
them."""

The Restoration of Israel

1For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself will (Ysearch for My sheep
and seek them out.

121(®)As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he roams among his
scattered sheep, so I will ©care for My sheep and will deliver them from all
the places to which they had become scattered on a Pcloudy and gloomy
day.

13'7 will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries and bring them to their own land; and I will Yfeed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the @streams, and in all the inhabited places of the
land.

14T will feed them in a ™Wgood pasture, and their grazing ground will lie on
the mountain heights of Israel There they will lie down on good grazing
ground and feed in ®rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.

157 will Wfeed My flock and I will lead them to rest," declares the Lord
GOD.



16n1 will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and
strengthen the sick; but the ©fat and the strong I will destroy I will ®*feed
them with judgment.

17vAs for you, My flock, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Behold, I will ®®judge
between one sheep and another, between the rams and the male goats.

18" Do you find it too Aslight a thing for you that you should feed in the
good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your
pastures? Or that you should drink of the clear waters, that you must foul
the rest with your feet?

19'As for My flock, they must eat what you tread down with your feet and
drink what you foul with your feet!""

2Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them, "Behold, I, even I, will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.

2InBecause you push with side and with shoulder, and “Pthrust at all the
weak with your horns until you have scattered them abroad,

2’therefore, I will ®®)deliver My flock, and they will no longer become a
prey; and I will judge between one sheep and another.

23"Then I will “Pset over them one “®shepherd, My servant ®®David, and
he will feed them; he will feed them himself and serve as their shepherd.

24"And I, the LORD, will serve as their God, and My servant “PDavid will
serve as prince among them; I the LORD have spoken.

2>'T will make a “Ycovenant of peace with them and “®eliminate harmful
beasts from the land so that they may “Ylive securely in the wilderness and
sleep in the woods.

6"T will make them and the places around My hill a “®®blessing And I will
cause ®YWshowers to come down in their season; they will appear as showers
of “9plessing.

2’"Also the tree of the field will yield its fruit and the earth will yield its
increase, and they will dwell securely on their land Then they will know Me
as the LORD, when I have “@broken the bars of their yoke and have
delivered them from the hand of those who enslaved them.



28"They will no longer become a prey to the nations, and the beasts of the
earth will not devour them; but they will ®®live securely, and no one will
make them afraid.

29"T will establish for them a “Srenowned planting place, and they will
ADnot again suffer famine in the land, and they will not ®Yendure the
insults of the nations anymore.

3%"Then they will know that ®¥)1, the LORD their God, dwell with them, and
that they, the house of Israel, I consider My people," declares the Lord GOD.

31As for you, My ®Wsheep, the ®¥sheep of My pasture, you I recognize as
men, and I proclaim Myself your God," declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 35
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Prophecy against Mount Seir
!Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, set your face against ®’Mount Seir, and prophesy against it

3and say to it, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,
"Behold, I resist you, Mount Seir,
And I will ®stretch out My hand against you
And make you a ©desolation and a waste.
T will ®lay waste your cities
And you will become a desolation.
Then you will know Me as the LORD.

>"Because you have had everlasting ®enmity and have delivered the sons
of Israel to the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, at the time
of the ®punishment of the end,

therefore as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "I will give you over to
©bloodshed, and bloodshed will pursue you; since you have not hated
bloodshed, therefore bloodshed will pursue you.

/"1 will make Mount Seir a waste and a desolation and I will cut off from it
the one who passes through and returns.



8T will ™fill its mountains with its slain; on your hills and in your valleys
and in all your ravines those slain by the sword will fall.

T will make you an everlasting Pdesolation and your cities will not have
inhabitants. Then you will know Me as the LORD.

10vBecause you have Psaid, 'These two nations and these two lands will
belong to me, and we will possess them,' although the ®“)LORD dwelled
there,

Htherefore as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "I will deal with you
Laccording to your anger and according to your envy which you showed
because of your hatred against them; so I will ®make Myself known among
them when I judge you.

12'Then you will know that I, the LORD, have heard all your revilings which
you have spoken against the mountains of Israel saying, 'They have become
desolate; we received them for food.'

13"And you have @spoken arrogantly against Me and have multiplied your
words against Me; ®I have heard it."

' Thus says the Lord GOD, "As all the Qearth rejoices, I will make you a
desolation.

15vAs you ®rejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel because it

had become desolate, &)so I will do to you You will seem desolate, O Mount
Seir, and all Edom, all of it. Then they will know Me as the LORD."

Ezekiel 36
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The Mountains of Israel to Receive Blessings

I"And you, son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel and say, 'O
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD.

2Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because the enemy has spoken against you,
'Aha!" and, 'The everlasting ®heights have become our possession,'



3therefore prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "For good reason
they have made you ®desolate and crushed you from every side, that you
would become a possession of the rest of the nations and you have become
taken up in the ©talk and the whispering of the people.""

“Therefore, O ®mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD Thus
says the Lord GOD to the mountains and to the hills, to the ravines and to
the valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the forsaken cities which have
become a ®prey and a derision to the rest of the nations which surround it,

therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Surely in the fire of My Pjealousy I
have spoken against the (®rest of the nations, and against all Edom, who
appropriated My land for themselves as a possession with wholehearted
Mjoy and with scorn of soul, to drive it out for a prey."

®Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel and say to the mountains
and to the hills, to the ravines and to the valleys, "Thus says the Lord GOD,
'Behold, I have spoken in My jealousy and in My wrath because you have
(Dendured the insults of the nations.'

""Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 'I have sworn that surely the nations
which surround you will themselves endure their insults.

8'But you, O mountains of Israel, you will @put forth your branches and
bear your fruit for My people Israel; for they will soon come.

°'For, behold, I wish to serve you, and I will ®turn to you, and you will
receive cultivation and sowing.

107 will multiply men on you, ™all the house of Israel, all of it; and the
Mcities will have inhabitants and the waste places they will rebuild.

T will multiply on you man and beast; and they will increase and become
fruitful; and I will cause you to have inhabitants as you had Yformerly and
will treat you ®better than at the first. Thus you will know Me as the LORD.

12'ves, I will cause @men--My people Israel--to walk on you and possess
you, so that you will become their ®inheritance and never again ®bereave
them of children.'

13"Thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because they say to you, "You devour men and
have bereaved your nation of children,"



“therefore you will no longer devour men and no longer bereave your
nation of children,' declares the Lord GOD.

1577 will not let you hear insults from the nations anymore, nor will you
bear ¥disgrace from the peoples any longer, nor will you cause your nation
to Wstumble any longer," declares the Lord GOD."

*Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,

17"Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, they
Xdefiled it by their ways and their deeds; their way before Me resembled
Wthe uncleanness of a woman in her impurity.

18" Therefore I ‘¥poured out My wrath on them for the blood which they had
shed on the land, because they had defiled it with their idols.

Also I PAscattered them among the nations and they had become
dispersed throughout the lands “®According to their ways and their deeds I
judged them.

20mWhen they came to the nations where they went, they “profaned My
holy name, because people said of them, "These we recognize as the
(ADpeople of the LORD; yet they have come out of His land.'

21nBut I had concern for My “Bholy name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the nations where they went.

Israel to Receive Renewal for His Name's Sake

22"Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, " I do not
act for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name, which you have
profaned among the nations where you went.

23'T will ®S)vindicate the holiness of My great name which has you have
profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst Then
the ®®nations will know Me as the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I
prove Myself holy among you in their sight.

24Eor I will “Dtake you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and
bring you into your own land.

25"Then I will “sprinkle clean water on you, and you will become clean; I
will cleanse you from all your ®“filthiness and from all your “Pidols.



26"Moreover, I will give you a “®™new heart and put a new spirit within you;
and I will remove the “Yheart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart
of flesh.

2" will @@put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and you will take care to observe My ordinances.

28"you will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will
recognize me as Your God and I will recognize you as “®My people.

2>"Moreover, I will save you from all your uncleanness; and I will call for the
grain and multiply it, and I ®will not bring a famine on you.

3007 will ®®multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that
you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations.

31"Then you will ®®remember your evil ways and your deeds that didn't
produce any good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for your
iniquities and your abominations.

32" do not do this “Dfor your sake," declares the Lord GOD, " know this.
Have shame and become confounded for your ways, O house of Israel!"

33'Thus says the Lord GOD, "On the day that I cleanse you from all your
iniquities, I will cause the Ycities to become inhabited, and the “Ywaste
places you will rebuild.

3"The desolate land you will cultivate instead of remaining a desolation in
the sight of everyone who passes by.

3"They will say, 'This desolate land has become like the ®Ygarden of Eden;
and the waste, desolate and ruined cities have become fortified and
inhabited.'

3"Then the nations that surround about you will know that I, the LORD,
have rebuilt the ruined places and planted that which had become desolate;
I, the LORD, have spoken and ®®will do it."

3"'"Thus says the Lord GOD, "This also I will let the house of Israel ask Me to
do for them: I will increase their men like a flock.

38| ike the ®Yflock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem during her
appointed feasts, so will the waste cities will fill with “#2flocks of men. Then
they will know Me as the LORD.""
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Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones

The ®hand of the LORD came upon me, and He ®brought me out by the
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the ©valley; and it
appeared full of bones.

’He caused me to pass among them round about, and behold, I saw very
many on the surface of the valley; and lo, they appeared very dry.

3He said to me, "Son of man, ®can these bones live?" And I answered, "O
Lord GOD, ®You know."

4Again He said to me, "®Prophesy over these bones and say to them, 'O
dry bones, ©hear the word of the LORD."

>"Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones, 'Behold, I will cause [@™breath
to enter you that you may come to life.

T will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin
and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will ®know Me as
the LORD.™

’So I prophesied Pas He commanded me; and as I prophesied, I heard a
noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its
bone.

8And I looked, and behold, sinews formed on them, and flesh grew and skin
covered them; but I could detect no breath in them.

°Then He said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and
say to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Come from the four winds, O
breath, and ®breathe on these slain, that they ®come to life."""

10506 I prophesied as He commanded me, and the ®breath came into them,
and they came to life and stood on their feet, an ®exceedingly great army.

The Vision Explained



1Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones represent the Ywhole
house of Israel; behold, they say, 'Our ®bones have dried up and our hope
has perished We feel completely (Qcut off.'

12" Therefore prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I
will open your graves and ®cause you to come up out of your graves, My
people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel.

13"Then you will know Me as the LORD, when I have opened your graves
and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people.

41 will ®put My PISpirit within you and you will come to life, and I will
place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and done it," declares the LORD."

Reunion of Judah and Israel
1>The word of the LORD came again to me saying,

18"And you, son of man, take for yourself Done stick and write on it, 'For
Wjudah and for the sons of Israel, his companions'; then take another stick
and write on it, 'For ®Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and all the house of
Israel, his companions.'

17"Then “join them for yourself one to another into one stick, that they
may become one in your hand.

18"When the sons of your people speak to you saying, 'Will you not declare
to us ®what you mean by these?'

Ysay to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will take the stick of
Joseph, which lies in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his
companions; and I will put them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, and they will appear as one in My hand.™

20"The sticks on which you write you will have in your hand before their
eyes.

2Insay to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will ®take the sons of
Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them
from every side and bring them into their own land;

22and I will make them “®one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel;
and ®one king will serve all of them; and they will no longer consist of two
nations and no longer will we have division into two kingdoms.



23'They will ®®no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their
detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but 491 will deliver
them from all their [)dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will
cleanse them. And I will call them My people and they will call me their God.

The Davidic Kingdom

24"My servant “®David will serve as king over them, and they will all have
(AB)one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes
and observe them.

25"They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your
fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons'
sons, forever; and “®David My servant will serve as their prince forever.

26"T will make a “covenant of peace with them, an “®everlasting covenant
with them And I will place them and ®Pmultiply them, and will set My
(Alsanctuary in their midst forever.

27"My @®dwelling place also will remain with them; and they will call me
their God and I will call you My people.

28"And the nations will know Me as the LORD “™who sanctifies Israel, when
My sanctuary stands in their midst forever.""
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Prophecy about Gog and Future Invasion of Israel
'And the word of the LORD came to me saying,

2"Son of man, set your face toward ®Gog of the land of ®'Magog, the
prince of YRosh, ®Meshech and ®Tubal, and prophesy against him



3and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I resist you, O Gog, prince of
Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.

4"T will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will ®bring you
out, and all your army, “horses and horsemen, all of them splendidly
attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding
swords;

>Hpersia, PEthiopia and YPut with them, all of them with shield and
helmet;

*®)Gomer with all its troops; (“Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the
north with all its troops--many peoples with you.

/" Make preparations, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that
assemble about you, and serve as a guard for them.

8nMAfter many days you will receive a summons; in the latter years you will
come into the land that has become restored from the sword, whose
inhabitants have gathered from many nations to the ®mountains of Israel
which had been a continual waste; but its people I had brought out from the
nations, and they live securely, all of them.

"You will go up, you will come ®like a storm; you will resemble a ®cloud
covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with you."

10 Thus says the Lord GOD, "It will come about on that day, that thoughts
will come into your mind and you will Pdevise an evil plan,

1and you will say, 'I will go up against the land of B®unwalled villages I
will go against those who rest, that live securely, all of them living without
walls and having no bars or gates,

L2to Weapture spoil and to seize plunder, to turn your hand against the
waste places which your enemies now inhabit, and against the people who
gather from the nations, who have acquired cattle and goods, who live at
the center of the world.'

13n®)Sheba and YDedan and the merchants of ®Tarshish with all its
villages will say to you, 'Have you come to capture spoil? Have you
assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to
take away cattle and goods, to capture great “*spoil?"



"Therefore prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, 'Thus says the Lord
GOD, "On that day when My people Israel live securely, will you not know it?

150(2%you will come from your place out of the remote parts of the north,
you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great
assembly and a mighty army;

1%and you will come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the
land. It shall come about in the last days that I will bring you against My
land, so that the nations may “?know Me when you sanctify Me before your
eyes, O Gog."

17" Thus says the Lord GOD, " I remember you as the one of whom I spoke
in former days through My servants the prophets of Israel, who
ABprophesied in those days for many years that I would bring you against
them?

18"t will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of
Israel," declares the Lord GOD, "that My fury will mount up in My ®®anger.

19"In My Bzeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day a great
(ADearthquake will occur in the land of Israel.

20nA)The fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all
the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who live on the
face of the earth will shake at My presence; the ®®mountains also will also
melt down, the steep pathways will collapse and every wall will fall to the
ground.

21" will call for a “Ysword against him on all My mountains," declares the
Lord GOD "®®Every man's sword will fight against his brother.

22"\With pestilence and with blood I will enter into “Yjudgment with him;
and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who dwell
with him, a torrential rain, with ®@hailstones, fire and brimstone.

23'T will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and “®make Myself known in the
sight of many nations; and they will know Me as the LORD."
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Prophecy against Gog--Invaders Destroyed

"aAnd ®you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, 'Thus says the
Lord GOD, "Behold, I come against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and
Tubal;

2and I will turn you around, drive you on, take you up from the remotest
parts of the north and bring you against the mountains of Israel.

3T will ®strike your bow from your left hand and dash down your arrows
from your right hand.

“"You will ©fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the
peoples who accompany with you; I will give you as ®food to every kind of
predatory bird and beast of the field.

>"You will fall on the open field; for I have spoken," declares the Lord GOD.

é*And I will send ®fire upon Magog and those who inhabit the Pcoastlands
in safety; and they will know Me as the LORD.

"My ©holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I
will not let people profane My holy name anymore And the ®nations will
know Me as the LORD, the PHoly One in Israel.

8"Behold, it comes and it shall occur," declares the Lord GOD. "That day I
have spoken.

"Then those who inhabit the cities of Israel will 'go out and make “fires
with the weapons and burn them, both shields and bucklers, bows and
arrows, war clubs and spears, and for seven years they will make fires of
them.

10" They will not take wood from the field or gather firewood from the
forests, for they will make fires with the weapons; and they will take the
spoil of those who despoiled them and seize the ®plunder of those who
plundered them," declares the Lord GOD.



1"On that day I will give Gog a burial ground there in Israel, the valley of
those who pass by east of the sea, and it will block off those who would pass
by. So they will bury Gog there with all his horde, and they will call it the
valley of Hamon-gog.

12"Eor seven months the house of Israel will bury them in order to
Mcleanse the land.

13vEven all the people of the land will bury them; and it will add to their
©renown on the day that I ®glorify Myself," declares the Lord GOD.

"They will set apart men who will constantly pass through the land,
@burying those who had passed through, even those left on the surface of
the ground, in order to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will make
a search.

15vAs those who pass through the land pass through and anyone sees a
man's bone, then he will set up a marker by it until the buriers have buried
it in the valley of Hamon-gog.

1%"And even the city will have the name of Hamonah. So they will cleanse
the land.™

17nAs for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Speak to every kind of
®bird and to every ©beast of the field, "Assemble and come, gather from
every side to My sacrifice which I will Psacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice
on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood.

18ryou will Weat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes
of the earth, as though they resembled ®rams, lambs, goats and Whulls, all
of them fatlings of ®Bashan.

19v50 you will eat fat until you have glutted yourself, and drink blood until
you become drunk, from My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.

20myou will glut yourselves at My table with Phorses and charioteers, with
mighty men and all the men of war," declares the Lord GOD.

2InAnd I will set My ©glory among the nations; and all the nations will see
My judgment which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them.

22"And the house of Israel will ®know Me as the LORD their God from that
day onward.



23"The nations will know that the house of Israel went into exile for their
(ABiniquity because they acted treacherously against Me, and I “©hid My
face from them; so I gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and all of
them fell by the sword.

24n(AD)According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions I
dealt with them, and I hid My face from them."""

Israel Restored

2>Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Now I will “Erestore the fortunes of
Jacob and have mercy on the whole “Phouse of Israel; and I will show

(A8)jealousy for My holy name.

26'They will X&) forget their disgrace and all their treachery which they
[blperpetrated against Me, when they Vlive securely on their own land with
ADno one to make them afraid.

27"\When I @K)bring them back from the peoples and gather them from the
lands of their enemies, then they shall sanctify me through them in the sight
of the many nations.

28'Then they will know Me as the LORD their God because I made them go
into exile among the nations, and then gathered them again to their own
land; and I will leave none of them there any longer.

29"T will not hide My face from them any longer, for I will have ®®poured
out My Spirit on the house of Israel," declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 40
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Vision of the Man with a Measuring Rod

In the ®twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the
tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after the ®city had fallen into
captivity, on that same day the ©hand of the LORD fell upon me and He
brought me there.



°In the ®visions of God He brought me into the land of Israel and set me
on a very ®high mountain, and on it ®to the south there stood a
Gstructure like a city.

3So He brought me there; and behold, I saw a man whose appearance
resembled the appearance of ®bronze, with a ®Pline of flax and a
@Dmeasuring rod in his hand; and he stood in the gateway.

“The man said to me, "®Son of man, Usee with your eyes, hear with your
ears, and give attention to all that I intend to show you; for I have brought
you here in order to show it to you ®Declare to the house of Israel all that
you see."

Measurements Relating to the Temple

*And behold, I saw a ®wall on the outside of the temple all around, and in
the man's hand he held a measuring rod of six cubits, each of which
measured a cubit and a handbreadth. So he measured the thickness of the
wall, one rod; and the height, one rod.

®Then he went to the gate which faced @east, went up its steps and
measured the threshold of the gate, one rod in width; and the other
threshold measured one rod in width.

'The ®guardroom measured one rod long and one rod wide; and there
measured five cubits between the guardrooms. And the threshold of the gate
by the porch of the gate facing inward measured one rod.

8Then he measured the porch of the gate facing inward, one rod.

°He measured the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and its side pillars, two
cubits. And the porch of the gate faced inward.

1%The guardrooms of the gate toward the east numbered three on each
side; the three of them had the same measurement. The side pillars also
had the same measurement on each side.

1And he measured the width of the gateway, ten cubits, and the length of
the gate, thirteen cubits.

12There stood a barrier wall one cubit wide in front of the guardrooms on
each side; and the guardrooms measured six cubits square on each side.

13He measured the gate from the roof of the one guardroom to the roof of
the other, a width of twenty-five cubits from one door to the door opposite.



“He made the side pillars sixty cubits high; the gate extended round about
to the side pillar of the Qcourtyard.

15From the front of the entrance gate to the front of the inner porch of the
gate measured fifty cubits.

16 1 saw shuttered windows looking toward the guardrooms, and toward
their side pillars within the gate all around, and likewise for the porches And
I saw windows all around inside; and on each side pillar appeared &palm
tree ornaments.

1Then he brought me into the Pouter court, and behold, I saw Ychambers
and a pavement made for the court all around; thirty chambers faced the
pavement.

18The pavement (namely, the lower pavement) stood by the side of the
gates, corresponding to the length of the gates.

1%Then he measured the width from the front of the Ylower gate to the
front of the exterior of the inner court, a YWhundred cubits on the east and
on the north.

20as for the ®gate of the outer court which faced the north, he measured
its length and its width.

211t had three Wguardrooms on each side; and its ¥side pillars and its
porches had the same measurement as the first gate Its length measured
(AA)fifty cubits and the width “®twenty-five cubits.

221ts (A9windows and its porches and its palm tree ornaments had the same
measurements as the ®2)gate which faced toward the east; and people could
reach it by seven “Bsteps, and its porch stood in front of them.

23The inner court had a gate opposite the gate on the north as well as the
gate on the east; and he measured a “Phundred cubits from gate to gate.

2“Then he led me toward the south, and behold, there stood a A9gate
toward the south; and he measured its “®side pillars and its porches
according to those same measurements.

2>The gate and its porches had “Pwindows all around like those other
windows; the length measured ‘“Yfifty cubits and the width twenty-five
cubits.



26 T saw seven ®®steps going up to it, and its porches stood in front of
them; and it had “Ypalm tree ornaments on its side pillars, one on each
side.

2’The inner court had a gate toward the ®®south; and he measured from
gate to gate toward the south, a ®Yhundred cubits.

28Then he brought me to the inner court by the south gate; and he
measured the south gate “Yaccording to those same measurements.

2°Tts (APl guardrooms also, its side pillars and its “®porches appeared
according to those same measurements And the gate and its porches had
(AR)windows all around; it measured “S)fifty cubits long and twenty-five
cubits wide.

3%There stood “Pporches all around, twenty-five cubits long and five cubits
wide.

311ts porches stood toward the outer court; and “Ypalm tree ornaments
appeared on its side pillars, and its stairway had eight “Ysteps.

32He brought me into the ®Winner court toward the east And he measured
the gate ®according to those same measurements.

31ts Aguardrooms also, its side pillars and its porches appeared according
to those same measurements And the gate and its porches had ®?windows
all around; it measured ®2fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide.

31ts BB)porches stood toward the outer court; and ©%palm tree ornaments
appeared on its side pillars, on each side, and its stairway had eight
(BDsteps.

3Then he brought me to the ®®north gate; and he measured it according
to those same measurements,

3Bwith its (®guardrooms, its side pillars and its 8 porches And the gate had
EHwindows all around; the length measured ®Lfifty cubits and the width
twenty-five cubits.

3"Tts side pillars appeared toward the outer court; and ®palm tree
ornaments appeared on its side pillars on each side, and its stairway had
eight ®Xsteps.



38 (BLchamber with its doorway stood by the side pillars at the gates; there
they ®®rinse the burnt offering.

39In the porch of the gate I saw two ¥tables on each side, on which to
slaughter the ®%burnt offering, the sin offering and the guilt offering.

“°0n the outer side, as one went up to the gateway toward the north, I saw
two tables; and on the other side of the porch of the gate I saw two tables.

“'Four ®Ptables stood on each side next to the gate; or, eight tables on
which they slaughter sacrifices.

“2For the burnt offering there stood four tables of E®hewn stone, a cubit
and a half long, a cubit and a half wide and one cubit high, on which they lay
the instruments with which they slaughter the > burnt offering and the
sacrifice.

“3The double hooks, one handbreadth in length, they had installed in the
house all around; and on the tables lay the flesh of the offering.

“From the outside to the linner gate we found ®Ychambers for the
BY)singers in the inner court, one of which stood at the side of the north
gate, with its front toward the south, and one at the side of the south gate
facing toward the north.

“>He said to me, "This chamber faces toward the south, intended for the
priests who ®®¥keep charge of the temple;

“®but the BYchamber which faces toward the north we reserve for the
priests who ®%keep charge of the altar These we identify as the “®sons of
Zadok, who from the sons of Levi “®.come near to the LORD to minister to
Him."

“’He measured the court, a perfect square, a ““hundred cubits long and a
hundred cubits wide; and the altar stood in front of the temple.

“8Then he brought me to the ‘“®porch of the temple and measured each
side pillar of the porch, five cubits on each side; and the width of the gate
measured three cubits on each side.

“*The length of the porch measured twenty cubits and the width eleven
cubits; and at the “E)stairway by which it had ascended from appeared
(€Bcolumns belonging to the side pillars, one on each side.
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The Inner Temple

Then he ®brought me to the ®nave and measured the (“side pillars; six
cubits wide on each side measured the width of the side pillar.

>The width of the entrance measured ten cubits and the sides of the
entrance measured five cubits on each side. And he measured the length of
the nave, Pforty cubits, and the width, ©twenty cubits.

3Then he went ®inside and measured each ®’side pillar of the doorway, two
cubits, and the doorway, six cubits high; and the width of the doorway,
seven cubits.

“He measured its length, ®twenty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits,
before the ®nave; and he said to me, "This we regard as the Pmost holy
place."

>Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits; and the width of the
®side chambers, four cubits, all around about the house on every side.

®UThe side chambers we observed in three stories, one above another, and
thirty in each story; and the side chambers ®extended to the wall which
stood on their inward side all around, that they might become fastened, and
not fasten into the wall of the temple itself.

'The side chambers surrounding the temple looked wider at each successive
story. Because the Wstructure surrounding the temple went upward by
stages on all sides of the temple, therefore the width of the temple increased
as it went higher; and thus one went up from the lowest story to the highest
by way of the second story.

81 saw also that the house had a raised platform all around; the foundations
of the side chambers measured a full rod of ¥six long cubits in height.

°The thickness of the outer wall of the side chambers measured five cubits.
But the ®free space between the side chambers belonging to the temple

1%and the outer ‘Ychambers measured twenty cubits in width all around the
temple on every side.



1The doorways of the side chambers toward the ®free space consisted of
one doorway toward the north and another doorway toward the south; and
the width of the ®free space measured five cubits all around.

12The Mbuilding that stood in front of the (Wseparate area at the side
toward the west measured seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the building
measured five cubits thick all around, and its length measured ninety cubits.

13Then he measured the temple, a ®hundred cubits long; the Wseparate
area with the ®building and its walls measured also a Yhundred cubits long.

“Also the width of the front of the temple and that of the separate areas
along the east side totaled a hundred cubits.

15He measured the length of the ®building along the front of the
(AA)separate area behind it, with a “Blgallery on each side, a hundred cubits;
he also measured the inner nave and the porches of the court.

18The “Sthresholds, the “Platticed windows and the “Fgalleries round
about their ®Pthree stories, opposite the threshold, consisted of “®paneled
with wood all around, and from the ground to the windows (but the windows
appeared covered),

79ver the entrance, and to the inner house, and on the outside, and on all
the wall all around inside and outside, by measurement.

18They had carved it with ®®cherubim and “Ppalm trees; and a palm tree
stood between cherub and cherub, and every cherub had two faces,

%a @man's face toward the palm tree on one side and a young “®lion's
face toward the palm tree on the other side; artisans had carved them on all
the house all around.

2OFrom the ground to above the entrance “Ycherubim and ®®palm trees
were carved, as well as on the wall of the nave.

21The “Ndoorposts of the “Ynave appeared square; as for the front of the
sanctuary, the appearance of one doorpost resembled that of the other.

22The ®P)altar consisted of wood, three cubits high and its length two cubits;
its corners, its base and its sides consisted of wood And he said to me, "This
table stands before the LORD."

23The ®Bhave and the “Ssanctuary each had a double “Pdoor.



2Each of the doors had two leaves, two “Yswinging leaves; two leaves for
one door and two leaves for the other.

25Also artisans had carved on them, on the doors of the nave, ®Ycherubim
and “Ypalm trees like those carved on the walls; and there stood a
(AX)threshold of wood on the front of the porch outside.

261 saw AV|atticed windows and “©palm trees on one side and on the other,
on the sides of the ®®porch; thus appeared the ®side chambers of the
house and the thresholds.
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Then he @brought me out into the ®outer court, the way ©toward the
north; and he brought me to the ‘®chamber which stood opposite the
Eseparate area and opposite the ®building toward the north.

’Along the length, which measured a ®hundred cubits, stood the north
door; the width measured fifty cubits.

30pposite the Mtwenty cubits which belonged to the inner court, and
opposite the Ppavement which belonged to the outer court, appeared a
Dgallery corresponding to gallery in three stories.

“Before the )chambers ran an inner walk ten cubits wide, a way of one
hundred cubits; and their openings appeared on the north.

*Now the upper chambers appeared smaller because the MPgalleries took
more space away from them than from the lower and middle ones in the
building.



®For they appeared in ®three stories and had no pillars like the pillars of
the courts; therefore the upper chambers they had set back from the ground
upward, more than the lower and middle ones.

’As for the Wouter wall by the side of the chambers, toward the outer court
facing the chambers, its length measured fifty cubits.

8For the length of the chambers which stood in the outer court measured
fifty cubits; and behold, the length of those facing the temple measured a
©hundred cubits.

‘Below these chambers stood the ®entrance on the east side, as one enters
them from the outer court.

%11 the thickness of the Qwall of the court toward the east, facing the
R)separate area and facing the building, we could see ©)chambers.

1The Mway in front of them resembled the appearance of the chambers
which located on the north, according to their length so measured their
width, and all their exits appeared both according to their arrangements and
openings.

12Corresponding to the openings of the chambers which located toward the
south we saw an opening at the head of the way, the way in front of the
Wwall toward the east, as one enters them.

13Then he said to me, "The north chambers and the south chambers, which
stand opposite the Wseparate area, we regard them as the Wholy chambers
where the priests who serve ®near to the LORD shall eat the ®“most holy
things. There they shall lay the most holy things, the grain offering, the sin
offering and the guilt offering; for the place we consider holy.

l4m\When the priests enter, then they shall not go out into the outer court
from the sanctuary without ®laying there their ®*garments in which they
minister, for they behave in a holy manner. They shall put on other
garments; then they shall approach that which we reserve for the people."

1>Now when he had finished measuring the inner house, he brought me out
by the way of the “®gate which faced toward the east and measured it all
around.

1®He measured on the east side with the measuring reed five hundred reeds
by the ““measuring reed.



1”He measured on the north side five hundred reeds by the measuring reed.

180n the south side he measured five hundred reeds with the measuring
reed.

%He turned to the west side and measured five hundred reeds with the
measuring reed.

>OHe measured it on the four sides; it had a “®Pwall all around, the “Flength
five hundred and the ®Pwidth five hundred, to “®'divide between the holy
and the profane.
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Vision of the Glory of God Filling the Temple
Then he led me to the ®gate, the gate facing toward the east;

2and behold, the ®glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the
©east And His ®Pvoice resembled the sound of many waters; and the earth
Bshone with His glory.

3And it resembled the appearance of the vision which I saw, like the ®vision
which I saw when He came to ©destroy the city And the visions resembled
the vision which I saw by the ®river Chebar; and I ®fell on my face.

“And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate
facing toward the Qeast.

>And the ®Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and
behold, the Pglory of the LORD filled the house.

®Then I heard one speaking to me from the house, while a ®man stood
beside me.

’He said to me, "Son of man, this I will mark the place of My Mthrone and
the place of the soles of My feet, where I will ©dwell among the sons of
Israel forever And the house of Israel will not again defile My holy name,



neither they nor their kings, by their harlotry and by the 2®corpses of their
kings [lwhen they die,

8by setting their threshold by My threshold and their door post beside My
door post, with only the wall between Me and them. And they have @defiled
My holy name by their abominations which they have committed. So I have
consumed them in My anger.

"Now let them ®put away their harlotry and the “lcorpses of their kings far
from Me; and I will ©dwell among them forever.

10"As for you, son of man, Pdescribe the temple to the house of Israel, that
they may feel ashamed of their iniquities; and let them measure the ¥plan.

1r1f they feel ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the
design of the house, its structure, its Wexits, its entrances, all its designs,
all its statutes, and all its laws And write it ®in their sight, so that they may
observe its whole design and all its statutes and Ydo them.

12'This we acknowledge as the law of the house: its entire area on the top
of the @mountain all around we shall acknowledge as most holy. Behold,
this we acknowledge as the law of the house.

The Altar of Sacrifice

13"And these we record as the measurements of the ®altar by cubits (the
(AB)cubit being a cubit and a handbreadth): the base shall measure a cubit
and the width a cubit, and its border on its edge round about one span; and
this shall measure the height of the base of the altar.

14"From the base on the ground to the lower ““ledge shall measure two
cubits and the width one cubit; and from the smaller ledge to the larger
ledge shall measure four cubits and the width one cubit.

15'The altar hearth shall measure four cubits; and from the altar hearth
shall extend upwards four “®horns.

1"Now the altar hearth shall measure twelve cubits long by twelve wide,
(AB)square in its four sides.

17"The ledge shall measure fourteen cubits long by fourteen wide in its four
sides, the border around it shall measure half a cubit and its base shall
measure a cubit round about; and its “Fsteps shall “face the east."

The Offerings



18And He said to me, "®®Son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, 'These I
proclaim as the statutes for the altar on the day you build it built, to offer
ADburnt offerings on it and to “Ysprinkle blood on it.

19'you shall give to the Levitical priests who come from the offspring of
(AK)7adok, who draw “Ynear to Me to minister to Me,"' declares the Lord
GOD, 'a “Myoung bull for a “¥sin offering.

20'you shall take some of its blood and put it on its four ®?horns and on the
four corners of the “Pledge and on the border round about; thus you shall
(AQ)cleanse it and make atonement for it.

21'you shall also take the bull for the sin offering, and it shall burn in the
appointed place of the house, outside the sanctuary.

22'0n the second day you shall offer a A male goat without blemish for a
sin offering, and they shall ®Pcleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the
bull.

23"When you have finished cleansing it, you shall present a ®Yyoung bull
without blemish and a “®Yram without blemish from the flock.

>4'You shall present them before the LORD, and the priests shall throw
(AW)salt on them, and they shall offer them up as a burnt offering to the
LORD.

25(&)Eor seven days you shall prepare daily a goat for a sin offering; also a

young bull and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall you prepare.

26'For seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it; so
shall they consecrate it.

2"\When they have completed the days, it shall occur that on the ®Yeighth
day and onward, the priests shall offer your burnt offerings on the altar, and
your A9peace offerings; and I will ®®accept you,' declares the Lord GOD."
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Gate for the Prince

Then He brought me back by the way of the ®outer gate of the sanctuary,
which faces the east; and it had shut.

>The LORD said to me, "This gate shall remain shut; no one shall open it,
and no one shall enter by it, for the ®LORD God of Israel has entered by it;
therefore it shall remain shut.

3"As for the ©)prince, he shall sit in it as prince to ®eat bread before the
LORD; he shall ®enter by way of the ®porch of the gate and shall go out by
the same way."

“Then He brought me by way of the (®north gate to the front of the house;
and I looked, and behold, the @glory of the LORD filled the house of the
LORD, and I ®fell on my face.

>The LORD said to me, "Son of man, ®mark well, see with your eyes and
hear with your ears all that I say to you concerning all the ®statutes of the
house of the LORD and concerning all its laws; and mark well the entrance
of the house, with all exits of the sanctuary.

®"You shall say to the Prebellious ones, to the house of Israel, 'Thus says
the Lord GOD, "™Enough of all your abominations, O house of Israel,

’when you brought in Wforeigners, (Quncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, to appear in My sanctuary to profane it, even My
house, when you ®Poffered My food, the fat and the blood; for they ¥Ymade
My covenant void--this in addition to all your abominations.

8"And you have not ®kept charge of My holy things yourselves, but you
have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary."



*Thus says the Lord GOD, "®'No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners who dwell among the sons of
Israel, shall enter My sanctuary.

10nByt the Levites who went far from Me when Israel went astray, who
(Dwent astray from Me after their idols, shall Ybear the punishment for their
iniquity.

l1ryet they shall serve as @ministers in My sanctuary, having Woversight
at the gates of the house and ®ministering in the house; they shall
(slaughter the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall
@)stand before them to minister to them.

12vBecause they ministered to them “%before their idols and became a
(AB)stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore I have
(A9sworn against them," declares the Lord GOD, "that they shall ®®bear the
punishment for their iniquity.

13vAnd they shall “®not come near to Me to serve as a priest to Me, nor
come near to any of My holy things, to the things that we consider most
holy; but they will “®bear their shame and their abominations which they
have committed.

l4ryet I will appoint them to “keep charge of the house, of all its service
and of all that I shall do on in it.

Ordinances for the Levites

15vBut the ®%Levitical priests, the sons of “VZadok, who ®Pkept charge of
My sanctuary when the sons of Israel “®®went astray from Me, shall come
near to Me to minister to Me; and they shall ®Ystand before Me to offer Me
the ®™fat and the blood," declares the Lord GOD.

16" They shall ®enter My sanctuary; they shall come near to My ®%table to
minister to Me and keep My charge.

17n1t shall come to pass that when they enter at the gates of the inner
court, they shall clothed themselves with “®linen garments; and wool shall
not appear on them while they minister in the gates of the inner court and
in the house.

18" inen ®Qturbans they shall wear on their heads and ®®linen
undergarments they shall wear on their loins; they shall not gird themselves
with anything which makes them sweat.



19"\When they go out into the outer court, into the outer court to the people,
they shall ®3put off their garments in which they have ministered and lay
them in the holy chambers; then they shall put on other garments so that
they will ®Pnot transmit holiness to the people with their garments.

20mAls0 they shall @Ynot shave their heads, yet they shall not @Ylet their
locks grow long; they shall only trim the hair of their heads.

21nAWNor shall any of the priests drink wine when they enter the inner
court.

22"And they shall not marry a widow or a ®®divorced woman but shall
(Atake virgins from the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow who has
become the widow of a priest.

23"Moreover, they shall teach My people the A9difference between the holy
and the profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean.

24"In a dispute ®Athey shall take their stand to judge; they shall judge it
according to My ordinances They shall also keep My laws and My statutes in
all My ®®appointed feasts and ®%sanctify My sabbaths.

25n(BD)They shall not go to a dead person to defile themselves; however, for
father, for mother, for son, for daughter, for brother, or for a sister who has
not had a husband, they may defile themselves.

26vAfter he has become ©F)cleansed, seven days shall [@elapse for him.

27"0On the day that he goes into the sanctuary, into the ®®inner court to
minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his 9sin offering," declares the
Lord GOD.

28"And it shall occur with regard to an inheritance for them, that ©®1 will
serve as their inheritance; and you shall give them no possession in Israel--I
serve as their possession.

29'They shall (®Deat the grain offering, the sin offering and the guilt offering;
and every ®devoted thing in Israel shall belong to them.

30"The first of all the ®first fruits of every kind and every contribution of
every kind, from all your contributions, shall go to the priests; you shall also
give to the priest the ®Yfirst of your dough to cause a "blessing to rest on
your house.



31"The priests shall not eat any bird or beast that has ®¥died a natural
death or has become torn to pieces.
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The LORD'S Portion of the Land

I"And when you ®divide by lot the land for inheritance, you shall offer an
®allotment to the LORD, a “holy portion of the land; the length shall
consist of the length of 25,000 ®cubits, and the width shall measure
20,000. We shall consider holy all within | its boundary round about.

2"Out of this we shall have for the holy place a square round about ®five
hundred by five hundred cubits, and fifty cubits for its ®open space round
about.

3"From this area you shall measure a length of 25,000 cubits and a width of
10,000 cubits; and in it shall appear the sanctuary, the most holy place.

“"Tt shall consist of the holy portion of the land; we shall use it for the
©priests, the ministers of the sanctuary, who ®)come near to minister to the
LORD, and it shall consist of a place for their houses and a holy place for
the sanctuary.

>"An area V25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 in width we shall reserve
for the Levites, the ministers of the house, and for their possession cities to
dwell in.

®"You shall give the Qcity possession of an area 5,000 cubits wide and
25,000 cubits long, alongside the @lallotment of the holy portion; you shall
establish it for the whole house of Israel.

Portion for the Prince

"The ®prince shall have land on either side of the holy [®lallotment and the
property of the city, adjacent to the holy allotment and the property of the
city, on the west side toward the west and on the east side toward the east,
and in length comparable to one of the portions, from the west border to the
east border.



8'This land shall consist of a possession in Israel; so My princes shall no
longer Yoppress My people, but they shall give the rest of the land to the
house of Israel Maccording to their tribes."

*Thus says the Lord GOD, "™Enough, you princes of Israel; put away
©violence and destruction, and ®practice justice and righteousness Stop
your Qexpropriations from My people," declares the Lord GOD.

10myou shall have ®just balances, a just &ephah and a just Pbath.

"The ephah and the bath shall consist of the same quantity, so that the
bath will contain a tenth of a Y’homer and the ephah a tenth of a homer;
their standard they shall reckon according to the homer.

12rThe Mshekel shall consist of twenty “Wgerahs; twenty shekels, twenty-
five shekels, and fifteen shekels you shall consider your maneh.

13'This offering you shall offer: a sixth of an ephah from a homer of
wheat; a sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley;

“and the prescribed portion of oil (namely, the bath of oil), a tenth of a
bath from each kor (which consists of ten baths or a homer, for ten baths
equal a homer);

15and one sheep from each flock of two hundred from the watering places of
Israel--for a ®grain offering, for a burnt offering and for peace offerings, to
®make atonement for them," declares the Lord GOD.

16n(2)All the people of the land shall give to this offering for the “®prince in
Israel.

17v1t shall become the “®prince's part to provide the ®9burnt offerings, the
grain offerings and the drink offerings, at the “®feasts, on the “Enew
moons and on the sabbaths, at all the appointed feasts of the house of
Israel; he shall provide the sin offering, the grain offering, the burnt offering
and the ®Ppeace offerings, to make atonement for the house of Israel."

18'Thus says the Lord GOD, "In the “Sfirst month, on the first of the month,
you shall take a young bull ®®Pwithout blemish and 4cleanse the sanctuary.

19"The priest shall take some of the blood from the sin offering and put it on
the door posts of the house, on the “four corners of the “®ledge of the
altar and on the posts of the gate of the inner court.



20"Thus you shall do on the seventh day of the month for everyone who
goes “Yastray or shows naivete; so you shall make “™atonement for the
house.

211 the Nfirst month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have
the A9passover, a feast of seven days; you shall eat unleavened bread .

22"0n that day the prince shall provide for himself and all the people of the
land a “®pull for a sin offering.

23"During the “Yseven days of the feast he shall provide as a ®®burnt
offering to the LORD ®S)seven bulls and seven rams without blemish on
every day of the seven days, and a male goat daily for a sin offering.

2“"He shall provide as a “grain offering an ephah with a bull, an ephah
with a ram and a hin of oil with an ephah.

25'1n the “Yseventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, at the feast,
he shall provide like this, seven days for the sin offering, the burnt offering,
the grain offering and the oil."
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The Prince's Offerings

'Thus says the Lord GOD, "The ®gate of the ®inner court facing east shall
remain ©shut the six Pworking days; but you shall open it on the
BEsabbath day and opened on the day of the ®new moon.

2"The ©prince shall enter by way of the porch of the gate from outside and
stand by the @post of the gate Then the priests shall provide his burnt
offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of the
gate and then go out; but you shall not shut the gate until the evening.

3"The Upeople of the land shall also worship at the doorway of that gate
before the LORD on the sabbaths and on the ®'new moons.



“"The ®burnt offering which the prince shall offer to the LORD on the
sabbath day shall consist of ®six lambs without blemish and a ram without
blemish;

*and the Mgrain offering shall consist of an ephah with the ram, and the
grain offering with the lambs as much as he can give, and a hin of oil with
an ephah.

®'On the day of the ®new moon he shall offer a young bull without blemish,
also six lambs and a ram, which shall have not blemish.

"And he shall provide a @grain offering, an ephah with the bull and an
ephah with the ram, and with the lambs as much as he can, and a hin of oil
with an ephah.

8"When the ®prince enters, he shall go in by way of the porch of the gate
and go out by the same way.

"But when the people of the land come Pbefore the LORD at the appointed
feasts, he who enters by way of the north gate to worship shall go out by
way of the south gate. And he who enters by way of the south gate shall go
out by way of the north gate. No one shall return by way of the gate by
which he entered but shall go straight out.

10"When they go in, the prince shall go in ®among them; and when they go
out, he shall go out.

At the Mfestivals and the appointed feasts the ™grain offering shall
consist of an ephah with a bull and an ephah with a ram, and with the lambs
as much as one can give, and a hin of oil with an ephah.

12"When the prince provides a ®freewill offering, a burnt offering, or peace
offerings as a freewill offering to the LORD, the gate facing east you shall
open for him And he shall provide his burnt offering and his peace offerings
as he does on the ¥sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and you shall shut
the gate after he goes out.

13'"And you shall provide a ®lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt
offering to the LORD daily; “®morning by morning you shall provide it.

14"Also you shall provide a grain offering with it morning by morning, a
(AQsixth of an ephah and a third of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour, a
grain offering to the LORD continually by a perpetual ordinance.



15"Thus they shall provide the lamb, the grain offering and the oil, morning
by morning, for a ®®continual burnt offering."

1 Thus says the Lord GOD, "If the prince gives a “Fgift out of his
inheritance to any of his sons, it shall belong to his sons; they should
consider it their possession by inheritance.

17nBut if he gives a gift from his inheritance to one of his servants, it shall
last him until the “Pyear of liberty; then it shall return to the prince. His
inheritance shall consist only his sons'; it shall belong to them.

18"The prince shall ®®)not take from the people's inheritance, ®®thrusting
them out of their possession; he shall give his sons inheritance from his own
possession so that My people will not scatter, anyone from his possession.""™

The Boiling Places

19Then he brought me through the “Dentrance, which stood at the side of
the gate, into the holy chambers for the priests, which faced north; and
behold, there stood a place at the extreme rear toward the west.

2OHe said to me, "This place the priests shall boil the ®)guilt offering and
the sin offering and where they shall ®®bake the grain offering, in order that
they may not bring them out into the outer court to transmit holiness to the
people."

21Then he brought me out into the outer court and led me across to the four
corners of the court; and behold, in every corner of the court we found a
small court.

22Tn the four corners of the court we found enclosed courts, forty cubits long
and thirty wide; these four in the corners appeared the same size.

23We saw a row of masonry round about in them, around the four of them,
and boiling places we noticed under the rows round about.

2“Then he said to me, "These we recognize as the boiling places where the
ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifices of the people."
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Water from the Temple

Then he brought me back to the “door of the house; and behold, ®water
flowed from under the threshold of the house toward the east, for the house
faced east. And the water flowed down from under, from the right side of the
house, from south of the altar.

’He brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the
outside to the outer gate by way of the gate that faces east. And behold,
water trickled from the south side.

3When the man went out toward the east with a line in his hand, he
measured a thousand cubits, and he led me through the water, water
reaching the ankles.

“Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water
reaching the knees. Again he measured a thousand and led me through the
water, water reaching the loins.

>Again he measured a thousand; and it had become a river that I could not
ford, for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a ©river that could I
could not ford.

®He said to me, "Son of man, have you ®seen this?" Then he brought me
back to the bank of the river.

’Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river I noticed very
many Etrees on the one side and on the other.

8Then he said to me, "These waters go out toward the eastern region and
go down into the ®Arabah; then they go toward the sea, having become
directed to flow into the ©)sea, and the waters of the sea become fresh.

"It will come about that every living creature which swarms in every place
where the river goes, will live. And there will live very many fish, for these



waters go there and the others become fresh; so feverything will live
where the river goes.

0nAnd it will come about that ®fishermen will stand beside it; from
@DEngedi to Eneglaim there they will find a place for the ®spreading of nets
Their fish will have much variety according to their kinds, like the fish of the
LGreat Sea, Mvery many.

nBut its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will remain for
()
salt.

120(©By the river on its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all
kinds of ®trees for food Their (Qleaves will not wither and their fruit will not
fail They will bear every month because their water flows from the
sanctuary, and their fruit will serve as for food and their ®leaves for
healing."

Boundaries and Division of the Land

13Thus says the Lord GOD, "This shall consist of the ®)boundary by which
you shall divide the land for an inheritance among the twelve tribes of
Israel; Joseph shall have two Pportions.

4nyou shall divide it for an inheritance, each one equally with the other; for
I Wswore to give it to your forefathers, and this land shall fall to you as an
inheritance.

15"This shall consist of the boundary of the land: on the ®north side, from
the Great Sea by the way of Hethlon, to the entrance of WZedad;

16)Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which lies between the border of
WDamascus and the border of Hamath; Hazer-hatticon, which lies by the
border of Hauran.

17"The boundary shall extend from the sea to ‘)Hazar-enan at the border of
Damascus, and on the north toward the north extends the border of
Hamath. This we identify as the north side.

18nThe Meast side, from between Hauran, Damascus, ®)Gilead and the
land of Israel, shall consist of the ®9Jordan; from the north border to the
eastern sea you shall measure. This we identify as the east side.

19"The ADgouth side toward the south shall extend from “®Tamar as far as
the waters of “PMeribath-kadesh, to the “Sbrook of Egypt and to the
(AH)Great Sea. This we identify as the south side toward the south.



20nThe (ADwest side shall consist of the Great Sea, from the south border to
a point opposite “YLebo-hamath. This we identify as the west side.

2Ingg you shall divide this land among yourselves according to the tribes of
Israel.

22"you shall divide it by K)ot for an inheritance among yourselves and
among the ®Yaliens who stay in your midst, who bring forth sons in your
midst And they you shall consider as the native-born among the sons of
Israel; they shall have an allotment an ®®inheritance with you among the
tribes of Israel.

23"And in the tribe with which the alien stays, there you shall give him his
inheritance," declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 48

NASB E-Prime DFM

Division of the Land

I"Now Pthese we identify as the names of the tribes: from the northern
extremity, beside the way of Hethlon to Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan
at the border of Damascus, toward the north beside Hamath, running from
east to west, ®Dan, one portion.

2"Beside the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, (“Asher,
one portion.

3"Beside the border of Asher, from the east side to the west side,
(©Naphtali, one portion.

“"Beside the border of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side,
EManasseh, one portion.

>"Beside the border of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side,
®Ephraim, one portion.

®"Beside the border of Ephraim, from the east side to the west side,
(©)Reuben, one portion.

""Beside the border of Reuben, from the east side to the west side, ®Judah,
one portion.



8"And beside the border of Judah, from the east side to the west side, shall
consist of the [@lallotment which you shall set apart, 25,000 cubits in width,
and in length like one of the portions, from the east side to the west side;
and the Wsanctuary shall stand in the middle of it.

"The allotment that you shall set apart to the LORD shall consist of 25,000
cubits in length and 10,000 in width.

Portion for the Priests

1%"The holy allotment you shall reserve for these, namely for the @priests,
toward the north 25,000 cubits in length, toward the west 10,000 in width,
toward the east 10,000 in width, and toward the south 25,000 in length; and
the sanctuary of the LORD shall dwell in its midst.

lnyou shall reserve it for the priests who received sanctification from the
®sons of Zadok, who have kept My charge, who did not go astray when the
sons of Israel went astray as the (“Levites went astray.

12nyou shall make an allotment to them from the allotment of the land, a
most holy place, by the border of the Levites.

13vAlongside the border of the priests the Levites shall have 25,000 cubits in
length and 10,000 in width. The whole length shall consist of 25,000 cubits
and the width 10,000.

14"Moreover, they ™shall not sell or exchange any of it, or alienate this
choice portion of land; for the LORD considers it holy .

15*The remainder, 5,000 cubits in width and 25,000 in length, you shall
reserve for Mcommon use for the city, for dwellings and for open spaces;
and the city shall stand in its midst.

16"These we identify as its measurements: the north side 4,500 cubits, the
south side ‘94,500 cubits, the east side 4,500 cubits, and the west side
4,500 cubits.

17"The city shall have open spaces: on the north 250 cubits, on the south
250 cubits, on the east 250 cubits, and on the west 250 cubits.

18"The remainder of the length alongside the holy allotment shall measure
10,000 cubits toward the east and 10,000 toward the west; and it shall
stand alongside the holy allotment. And its produce shall provide food for the
workers of the city.



19"The workers of the city, out of all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it.

20"The whole allotment shall measure 25,000 by 25,000 cubits; you shall
set apart the holy allotment, a square, with the property of the city.

Portion for the Prince

2I'The ®remainder you shall reserve for the prince, on the one side and on
the other of the holy allotment and of the property of the city; in front of the
25,000 cubits of the allotment toward the east border and westward in front
of the 25,000 toward the west border, alongside the portions, you shall
reserve it for the prince. And the holy allotment and the sanctuary of the
house shall stand in the middle of it.

22"Exclusive of the property of the Levites and the property of the city,
which stand in the middle of that which belongs to the prince, everything
between the border of Judah and the border of Benjamin you shall reserve
for the prince.

Portion for Other Tribes

23"As for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west side,
(@Benjamin, one portion.

24"Beside the border of Benjamin, from the east side to the west side,
®)Simeon, one portion.

2>"Beside the border of Simeon, from the east side to the west side,
(S)Issachar, one portion.

26nBaside the border of Issachar, from the east side to the west side,
(Dzebulun, one portion.

2’"Beside the border of Zebulun, from the east side to the west side, ¥Gad,
one portion.

28"And beside the border of Gad, at the south side toward the south, the
border shall extend from ®Tamar to the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the
brook of Egypt, to the WGreat Sea.

2'This ®land you shall divide by lot to the tribes of Israel for an
inheritance, and these you shall reserve for their several portions," declares
the Lord GOD.

The City Gates



30"These we identify as the exits of the city: on the ®north side, 4,500
cubits by measurement,

3lshall become the gates of the city, (“named for the tribes of Israel, three
gates toward the north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one;
the gate of Levi, one.

32"0n the east side, 4,500 cubits, shall stand three gates: the gate of
Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, one.

33"0On the south side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall stand three
gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar, one; the gate of
Zebulun, one.

3"0On the west side, 4,500 cubits, shall stand three gates: the gate of Gad,
one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one.

35"The city shall measure 18,000 cubits round about; and the ®name of
the city from that day shall mean, 'The ®®LORD dwells there."

Daniel 1-12

Rendered into E-Prime by Dr. David F. Maas

The Choice Young Men

Tn the third year of the reign of ®Jehoiakim king of Judah,
®Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

>The ©Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of
the Pvessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of
EShinar, to the house of his 2lgod, and he brought the vessels into the
treasury of his Pgod.

3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his Plofficials, to bring in
some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal ®family and of the
nobles,



“youths in whom no one could find a defect, who appeared good-looking,
showing Pintelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with
understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in
the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the [“lliterature and
Dlanguage of the ¥ Chaldeans.

>The king appointed for them a daily ration from the ‘“king's choice food
and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should have
education three years, at the end of which they would ®enter the king's
personal service.

®Now among them from the sons of Judah consisted of Y'Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah.

’Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to
Daniel he assigned the name (@Belteshazzar, to Hananiah ®®Shadrach, to
Mishael (YMeshach and to Azariah ®Abed-nego.

Daniel's Resolve

8But Daniel made up his mind that he would not ©)defile himself with the
(Dking's choice food or with the ‘Ywine which he drank; so he sought
permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile
himself.

°Now God granted Daniel ““favor and compassion in the sight of the
commander of the officials,

%and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, "I fear my lord the king,
who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your
faces looking more haggard than the youths who have reached your own
age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king."

1Byt Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,

12vplease test your servants for ten days, and give us some vegetables to
eat and water to drink.

13"Then observe our appearance and the appearance of the youths who
eat the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what
you see."

14So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days.



15At the end of ten days their appearance seemed ®better and they
appeared fatter than all the youths who had eaten the king's choice food.

18506 the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they
would drink, and kept giving them vegetables.

17As for these four youths, ¥God gave them knowledge and intelligence in
every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of
(AAvisions and dreams.

18Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting
them, the commander of the officials presented them before
Nebuchadnezzar.

1%The king talked with them, and out of them all not one could compare
with ®®Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they ““entered the king's
personal service.

20As for every matter of ®?wisdom and understanding about which the king
consulted them, he found them “®Pten times “Fbetter than all the

(A9 magicians and conjurers who lived in all his realm.

21And Daniel continued until the ®®first year of Cyrus the king.

Daniel 2
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The King's Forgotten Dream

Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
Ahad dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his ®sleep left him.

>Then the king gave orders to call in the ¥©magicians, the conjurers, the
sorcerers and the ®!Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in
and stood before the king.

>The king said to them, "I (®had a dream and my spirit has anxiety to
understand the dream."



“Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in ®Aramaic: "®0 king, live forever!
(©)Tell the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation."

>The king replied to the Chaldeans, "The command from me remains firm: if
you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, I will
command someone to tear you limb from limb and make your houses a
rubbish heap.

®"But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from
me Qgifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream
and its interpretation.”

'They answered a second time and said, "Let the king @tell the dream to his
servants, and we will declare the interpretation.”

8The king replied, "I know for certain that you bargain for time, inasmuch as
you have seen that the command from me remains firm,

%that if you do not make the dream known to me, you have only ®one
decree for you For you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt
words before me until the situation has changed; therefore tell me the
dream, that I may “know that you can declare to me its interpretation."

1%The Chaldeans answered the king and said, "No man on earth could
declare the matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever
asked anything like this of any ®magician, conjurer or Chaldean.

"Moreover, the thing which the king demands seems difficult, and no one
else who could declare it to the king except Y'gods, who do not dwell with
mortal flesh."

12Because of this the king became ®indignant and very furious and gave
orders to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

1350 the decree went forth that the wise men should become slain; and they
looked for ‘YDaniel and his friends to kill them.

“Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to ®Arioch, the
captain of the king's bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of
Babylon;

15he said to Arioch, the king's commander, "For what reason does the
decree from the king seem so urgent?" Then Arioch informed Daniel about
the matter.



1850 Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time,
in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king.

17Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, ®’Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah, about the matter,

1850 that they might Prequest compassion from the God of heaven
concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his friends would suffer
destruction with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

God Reveals The Secret to Daniel

1Then God revealed the mystery to Daniel in a night ®vision. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven;

20Daniel said,

"Let the name of God remain Wblessed forever and ever,
For ®wisdom and power belong to Him.

2In He (Ichanges the times and the epochs;
He Yremoves kings and establishes kings;
He gives ®®wisdom to wise men
And knowledge to men of understanding.

22"t is He who ®®reveals the profound and hidden things;
(A9He knows what takes place in the darkness,
And the ®Plight dwells with Him.

23"To You, O “B)God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise,
For You have given me ®Pwisdom and power;
Even now You have made known to me what we “Srequested of You,
For You have made known to us the king's matter."

>*Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to
destroy the wise men of Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows:
"(AHDo not destroy the wise men of Babylon! Take me into the king's
presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king."

25Then Arioch hurriedly “Pbrought Daniel into the king's presence and spoke
to him as follows: "I have found a man among the ®exiles from Judah who
can make the interpretation known to the king!"

26The king said to Daniel, who also had the name of 4K)Belteshazzar, "Can
you make known to me the dream which I have seen and its
interpretation?"



2’Daniel answered before the king and said, "As for the mystery about
which the king has inquired, neither ““wise men, conjurers, magicians nor
diviners have the ability to declare it to the king.

2"However, there exists a “™God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and
He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the
(AN)|atter days This was your dream and the “9visions in your mind while on
your bed.

29"As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would
take place in the future; and “®He who reveals mysteries has made known
to you what will take place.

30"But as for me, this mystery did not become revealed to me for any
(AQwisdom residing in me more than in any other living man, but for the
purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may
understand the ®®thoughts of your mind.

The King's Dream

31"you, O king, looked and behold, there stood a single great statue; that
statue, which appeared large and of extraordinary splendor, stood in front of
you, and its appearance looked “3awesome.

32'The (ADhead of that statue consisted of fine gold, its breast and its arms
of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze,

3ijts legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

34"You continued looking until God cut out a “Ystone out ®Ywithout
hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and ®Ycrushed
them.

3"Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold became
crushed all at the same time and became ®®like chaff from the summer
threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that no one could find
a trace of them. But the stone that struck the statue became a great
(A2)mountain and filled the whole earth.

The Interpretation--Babylon the First Kingdom
3%"This was the dream; now we will tell ®®jts interpretation before the king.

37"You, O king, constitute the ®®king of kings, to whom the God of heaven
has given the kingdom, the ®®power, the strength and the glory;



38and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the ®beasts of the field, or the
birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you to
rule over them all. You represent the head of gold.

Medo-Persia and Greece

3"After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another
third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth.

Rome

40"Then there will come a ®Ffourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as
iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will
crush and break all these in pieces.

“I"Tn that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of
iron, it will constitute a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness
of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay.

42'As the toes of the feet consisted partly of iron and partly of pottery, so
some of the kingdom will have strength and part of it will have brittleness.

43"And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine
with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one
another, even as iron does not combine with pottery.

The Divine Kingdom

4"In the days of those kings the ®®God of heaven will ®¥set up a
EHkingdom which no one will ever destroy, and that kingdom will not go to
another people; it will ®crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it
will itself endure forever.

4>"Inasmuch as you saw that God cut a ®)stone out of the mountain
without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver
and the gold, the ®Xgreat God has made known to the king what ®Ywill take
place in the future; so the dream you can trust as true and its interpretation
as trustworthy."

Daniel Promoted

“®Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did ®®homage to Daniel,
and gave orders to present to him an offering and ®¥fragrant incense.



“’The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely ®your God proves Himself as

a ®®God of gods and a Lord of kings and a ®¥revealer of mysteries, since
you have received the ability to reveal this mystery."

“8Then the king ®®¥promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he
made him ruler over the whole ®province of Babylon and chief prefect over
all the wise men of Babylon.

“9And Daniel made request of the king, and he ®Dappointed ®YShadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon,
while Daniel resided at the king's ®Ycourt.

Daniel 3

NASB E-Prime DFM

The King's Golden Image

!Nebuchadnezzar the king made an ®image of gold, the height of which
was sixty cubits and its width six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in
the ®province of Babylon.

>Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent word to assemble the ©satraps, the
prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the
magistrates and all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedication of
the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

3Then the satraps, the prefects and the governors, the counselors, the
treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of the provinces all
assembled for the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

“Then the herald loudly proclaimed: "To you I give you the command, ¥’0
peoples, nations and men of every language,

>that at the moment you ®hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon,
psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.

®"But whoever does not fall down and worship we shall immediately ®cast
into the midst of a ®furnace of blazing fire."



'Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn,
flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, all the peoples,
nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the golden
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

Worship of the Image Refused

8For this reason at that time certain ®“Chaldeans came forward and
Dbrought charges against the Jews.

°They responded and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king: "®0 king, live
forever!

10myou, O king, have ®made a decree that every man who hears the sound
of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe and all kinds of music,
is to fall down and worship the golden image.

nBut whoever does not fall down and worship we shall cast into the midst
of a furnace of blazing fire.

12n We discovered certain Jews whom you have ®appointed over the
administration of the province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not serve
your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up."

13Then Nebuchadnezzar in Mrage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men became brought before the king.

“Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, " Do we find it true,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve (Ymy gods or
worship the golden image that I have set up?

15"Now if you have made yourself ready, Pat the moment you hear the
sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of
music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well But if
you do not worship, we will immediately Qcast you into the midst of a
furnace of blazing fire; and ®what god can we find who can deliver you out
of my hands?"

163 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this
matter.

17v1f it should occur, our ®God whom we serve can deliver us from the
furnace of blazing fire; and ®@He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.



18rVByut even if He does not, Wlet it become known to you, O king, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."

Daniel's Friends Protected

1%Then Nebuchadnezzar became filled with ®wrath, and his facial
expression altered toward Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered
by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than they usually
heated it.

20He commanded certain valiant warriors who served in his army to tie up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of
blazing fire.

21Then they tied these men up in their Wtrousers, their coats, their caps
and their other clothes, and cast them into the midst of the furnace of
blazing fire.

22For this reason, because the king's command seemed “urgent and the
furnace had become extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men
who carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.

23But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, “#*fell into the
midst of the furnace of blazing fire still tied up.

2“Then Nebuchadnezzar the king felt astounded and stood up in haste; he
said to his high officials, " Did we not cast three men bound into the midst
of the fire?" They replied to the king, "Certainly, O king."

25He said, "Look! I see four men loosed and “®walking about in the midst of
the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth looks like a son of
the A%gods!"

26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire;
he responded and said, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you
servants of the ®®Most High God, and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego ““Blcame out of the midst of the fire.

2’The “Bsatraps, the prefects, the governors and the king's high officials
gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the ““fire had no
effect on the bodies of these men nor did the hair of their head become
singed, nor did their “%trousers become damaged, nor had the smell of
fire even come upon them.



28Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, " We bless the “YGod of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego, who has ®Ysent His angel and delivered His
servants who put their ®®trust in Him, violating the king's command, and
yielded up their bodies so as ““not to serve or worship any god except their
own God.

2"Therefore I ®™®make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that
speaks anything offensive against the God of ®YShadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego shall become torn limb from limb and their ®®houses reduced to
a rubbish heap, inasmuch as “®no other god can deliver in this way."

3%Then the king “Ycaused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper in
the province of Babylon.

Daniel 4
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The King Acknowledges God

!Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and men of every
language that live in all the earth: "May your ®peace abound!

2"Tt has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders which the
®Most High God has done for me.
3"How great do we consider His “)signs
And how mighty do we consider His wonders!
His ®kingdom will become an everlasting kingdom
And His dominion endures from generation to generation.

The Vision of a Great Tree

4", Nebuchadnezzar, felt at ease in my house and ®flourishing in my
palace.

I saw a ®dream and it made me fearful; and these fantasies as I lay on
my bed and the ©)visions in my mind kept alarming me.



®"So I gave orders to Pbring into my presence all the wise men of Babylon,
that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream.

"Then the ®magicians, the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the diviners came
in and I related the dream to them, but they could not make its
Dinterpretation known to me.

8"But finally Daniel came in before me, who also has the name as
®)Belteshazzar according to the name of my god, and in whom resides [21Mg
spirit of the holy gods; and I related the dream to him, saying,

90 Belteshazzar, ™chief of the magicians, since I know that Va spirit of
the holy gods dwells in you and ©no mystery baffles you, ®Ptell me the
visions of my dream which I have seen, along with its interpretation.

10'Now these constituted the Qvisions in my mind as I lay on my bed: I
looked, and behold, there grew a ®tree in the midst of the earth and it had
great height .
1'The tree grew large and became strong
And its height &reached to the sky,
And it became visible to the end of the whole earth.
1211ts foliage looked ‘Pbeautiful and its fruit abundant,
And in it contained food for all
The Wbeasts of the field found Yshade under it,
And the Whirds of the sky dwelt in its branches,
And all living creatures fed themselves from it.
137 |ooked in the ®visions in my mind as I lay on my bed, and behold, Wan
angelic watcher, a Yholy one, descended from heaven.
“'"He shouted out and spoke as follows:
"(AA)Chop down the tree and cut off its branches,
Strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit;
Let the “B)beasts flee from under it
And the birds from its branches.
15ryet (A9leave the stump with its roots in the ground,
But with a band of iron and bronze around it
In the new grass of the field;
And let him become drenched with the dew of heaven,
And let him share with the beasts in the grass of the earth.
161 et his mind become changed from that of a man
And let a beast's mind become given to him,
And let “Pseven periods of time pass over him.
17n Angelic watchers decreed his sentence
And the holy ones commanded the decision ,



In order that the living may “®know

That the Most High rules over the realm of mankind,
And “Pbestows it on whom He wishes

And sets over it the A9)|owliest of men."

18This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar,
tell me its interpretation, inasmuch as none of the ®wise men of my
kingdom can make known to me the interpretation; but you can, for a
(ADgpirit of the holy gods dwells in you.'

Daniel Interprets the Vision

19"Then Daniel, who also has the name Belteshazzar, felt appalled for a
while as his “Ythoughts alarmed him The king responded and said,
'Belteshazzar, do not ¥let the dream or its interpretation alarm you '
Belteshazzar replied, "My lord, if only the dream applied to those who
hate you and its interpretation to ®®your adversaries!

20The Ntree that you saw, which became large and grew strong, whose
height reached to the sky and appeared visible to all the earth

2land whose foliage looked beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which
was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt and in whose
branches the birds of the sky lodged--

2%it represents “Qyou, O king; for you have become great and grown
strong, and your majesty has become great and reached to the sky and your
(AP dominion to the end of the earth.

23'Tn that the king saw an angelic watcher, a holy one, descending from
heaven and saying, "®2Chop down the tree and destroy it; yet leave the
stump with its roots in the ground, but with a band of iron and bronze
around it in the new grass of the field, and let him become drenched with
the dew of heaven, and let him share with the beasts of the field until
(AR)seven periods of time pass over him,"

2“this constitutes the interpretation, O king, and this constitutes the decree
of the Most High, which has ®*~come upon my lord the king:

*>that God will drive you away from mankind and your dwelling place will
become with the beasts of the field, and you will eat grass like cattle and
become drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will
pass over you, until you recognize that the “YMost High rules over the
realm of mankind and “Ybestows it on whomever He wishes.



26'And in that the command came to “Yleave the stump with the roots of
the tree, your kingdom will return to you after you recognize that
(AX)Heaven rules.

2"'"Therefore, O king, may my “Yadvice please you: “®break away now
from your sins by doing righteousness and from your iniquities by
(BAshowing mercy to the poor, in case there may continue a ®®prolonging of
your prosperity.'

The Vision Fulfilled
28v Al this B9happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king.

29"(BD)Twelve months later he walked on the roof of the royal palace of
Babylon.

30"The king reflected and said, ' Has not Babylon achieved ®Fgreatness,
which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and
for the glory of my majesty?"

3I"While the word became uttered in the king's mouth, a voice came from
heaven, saying, 'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you I declare: I will remove your
sovereignty from you,

32and ®Fyou will become driven away from mankind, and you will dwell
with the beasts of the field You will eat grass like cattle, and ESseven
periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the ®YMost High
rules over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.'

3"Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar became fulfilled; and
God drove him away from mankind and Nebuchadnezzar began eating grass
like cattle, and his body became drenched with the dew of heaven until his
hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws.

3*"But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward
heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the ®YMost High and
praised and honored ®¥Him who lives forever;

For His dominion endures as an ®Yeverlasting dominion,

And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.

35nEM Al the inhabitants of the earth I account as nothing,

But ®YHe does according to His will in the host of heaven

And among the inhabitants of earth;

And ®9no one can ward off His hand

Or say to Him, '"®®Wwhat have You done?'



38"At that time my @reason returned to me And my majesty and
(BR)splendor became restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my
counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I became reestablished
in my sovereignty, and surpassing ®¥greatness increased in me.

37"Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of EPheaven,
for ®Yall His works I know as true and His ways just, and He can humble
those who ®Ywalk in pride."

Daniel 5
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Belshazzar's Feast

!Belshazzar the king held a great ®feast for a thousand of his nobles, and
he drank wine in the presence of the thousand.

2When Belshazzar tasted the wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and
silver ®vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the
temple which stood in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives
and his concubines might drink from them.

3Then they brought the gold vessels that they had taken out of the temple,
the house of God which stood in Jerusalem; and the king and his nobles, his
wives and his concubines drank from them.

“They ©drank the wine and praised the gods of (®)gold and silver, of
bronze, iron, wood and stone.

>Suddenly the fingers of a man's hand emerged and began writing opposite
the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king
saw the back of the hand that did the writing.

®Then the king's ®face grew pale and his thoughts alarmed him, and his
Bhip joints went slack and his (9’knees began knocking together.

"The king called aloud to bring in the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the
diviners The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, "Any man who
can read this inscription and explain its interpretation to me I shall ®clothe



with purple and have a ®Pnecklace of gold around his neck, and have
authority as ®third ruler in the kingdom."

8Then all the king's wise men came in, but (®they could not read the
inscription or make known its interpretation to the king.

Then King Belshazzar became greatly ™alarmed, his Wface grew even
paler, and his nobles became perplexed.

1%The queen entered the banquet hall because of the words of the king and
his nobles; the queen spoke and said, "@0 king, live forever! Do not let
your thoughts alarm you or your face become pale.

1 There lives a ®man in your kingdom in whom dwells a @spirit of the holy
gods; and in the days of your father, illumination, insight and wisdom like
the wisdom of the gods appeared in him And King Nebuchadnezzar, your
father, your father ®the king, appointed him chief of the magicians,
conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners.

12'This came because an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and insight,
interpretation of dreams, explanation of enigmas and solving of difficult
problems appeared in this Daniel, whom the king named ‘PBelteshazzar.
Summon Daniel now and he will declare the interpretation."

Daniel Interprets Handwriting on the Wall

13Then the authorities brought Daniel in before the king. The king spoke and
said to Daniel, " Do we identify you as that Daniel who came from the
Wexiles from Judah, whom my father the king ®brought from Judah?

4"Now I have heard about you that a spirit of the gods dwells in you, and
that illumination, insight and extraordinary wisdom have emanated from
you.

15vjust now I brought the ™wise men and the conjurers before me that
they might read this inscription and make its interpretation known to me,
but they ®could not declare the interpretation of the message.

1Byt I personally have heard about you, that you have the ability to give
interpretations and solve difficult problems. Now if you can read the
inscription and make its Winterpretation known to me, I will clothe you with
purple and you shall wear a necklace of gold around your neck, and you will
have authority as the third ruler in the kingdom."



1Then Daniel answered and said before the king, "Keep your ®¥gifts for
yourself or give your rewards to someone else; however, I will read the
inscription to the king and make the interpretation known to him.

180 king, the “B)Most High God ““granted sovereignty, “?grandeur, glory
and majesty to Nebuchadnezzar your father.

19"Because of the grandeur which He bestowed on him, all the peoples,
nations and men of every language feared and trembled before him;
(AB\whomever he wished he killed and whomever he wished he spared alive;
and whomever he wished he elevated and whomever he wished he humbled.

20nByut when his heart became ®Plifted up and his spirit became so “®proud
that he behaved arrogantly, God deposed him from his royal throne and took
his glory away from him.

2I"God drove him away from mankind, and his heart became like that of
beasts, and he dwelled with the ®Ywild donkeys and ate grass like cattle,
and his body became drenched with the dew of heaven until he recognized
that the ®Most High God rules over the realm of mankind and that He sets
over it whomever He wishes.

22"yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have ®“not humbled your heart, even
though you knew all this,

2put you have “Mexalted yourself against the ®YLord of heaven; and they
have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles,
your wives and your concubines have drunk wine from them; and you have
praised the A9gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone,
which do not see, hear or understand But the God “?in whose hand comes
your life-breath and all your ®@ways, you have not glorified.

2"Then God sent the “®hand and wrote this inscription.
25"Now He wrote out this inscription : '"MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.'

26n T will interpret the message: 'MENE'--God has numbered your kingdom
and ®>put an end to it.

/" '"TEKEL'—I have weighed you on the scales and found you deficient.

28" 'pERES'—I have divided your kingdom and have given it over to the
(AWMedes and Persians."



>Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they “Yclothed Daniel with purple and
put a necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation
concerning him that he now had authority as the third ruler in the kingdom.

30That same night someone assassinated “Y)Belshazzar the Chaldean king.

3150 AYDarjus the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-
two.

Daniel 6
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Daniel Serves Darius

11t seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, that
they could take charge of the whole kingdom,

2and over them three commissioners (of whom )Daniel was one), that
these satraps might report to them, and that the king might not suffer
®))oss.

3Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commissioners
and satraps because he possessed an (“extraordinary spirit, and the king
planned to appoint him over the ®Pentire kingdom.

“Then the commissioners and satraps began ©trying to find a ground of
accusation against Daniel in regard to government affairs; but they could
find ®no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as
proved faithful, and no one could find negligence or corruption .

>Then these men said, "We will not find any ground of accusation against
this Daniel unless we find it against him with regard to the “law of his God."

®Then these commissioners and satraps came by agreement to the king and
spoke to him as follows: "King Darius, Plive forever!

"All the ©commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the
high officials and the governors have @consulted together that the king



should establish a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who makes
a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, we shall
cast into the lions' den.

8"Now, O king, MPestablish the injunction and sign the document so that it
may not change, according to the ®law of the Medes and Persians, which
no one may revoke."

‘Therefore King Darius Vsigned the document, namely, the injunction.

%Now when Daniel knew that the king had signed the document , he
entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open Ptoward
Jerusalem); and he continued ®kneeling on his knees three times a day,
@praying and ®giving thanks before his God, as he had done previously.

1Then these men came ®by agreement and found Daniel making petition
and supplication before his God.

12Then they approached and Pspoke before the king about the king's
injunction, "Did you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a
petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, we shall cast
into the lions' den?" The king replied, "The statement we acknowledge as
true, according to the Ylaw of the Medes and Persians, which no one may
revoke."

13Then they answered and spoke before the king, "“Daniel, one of the
exiles from Judah, pays ™Wno attention to you, O king, or to the injunction
which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day."

“Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he felt deeply
Xdistressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset he
kept exerting himself to rescue him.

1>Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king,
"Recognize, O king, that we acknowledge it as a Ylaw of the Medes and
Persians that no one can change an injunction or statute which the king
establishes ."

Daniel in the Lions' Den

1%Then the king gave orders, and brought Daniel in and ®cast him into the
lions' den The king spoke and said to Daniel, "®»Your God whom you
constantly serve will Himself deliver you."



17 The authorities brought in a stone and laid over the mouth of the den;
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of
his nobles, so that no one could change anything in regard to Daniel.

18Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night ““fasting, and
ordered that no entertainment appear before him; and his “®sleep fled from
him.

1%Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the
lions' den.

20\When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled
voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God,
has Elyour God, whom you constantly serve, delivered you from the lions?"

21Then Daniel spoke to the king, "®9)0 king, live forever!

22'My God “sent His angel and “Yshut the lions' mouths and they have
not harmed me, inasmuch as He considered me innocent before Him; and
also toward you, O king, I have committed no crime."

23Then the king felt very pleased and gave orders for the authorities to take
Daniel up out of the den. So they took Daniel up out of the den and “Yno
one found any injury on him, because he had ®trusted in his God.

>The king then gave orders, and they brought those men who had
maliciously accused Daniel, and they “Ycast them, their “™children and
their wives into the lions' den; and they had not reached the bottom of the
den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

2>Then Darius the king wrote to all the ®peoples, nations and men of
every language who lived in all the land: "®®May your peace abound!

26n7 (A)make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men will fear
and tremble before the God of Daniel;
For He we regard as the “9living God and “®enduring forever,
And ®9His kingdom will not suffer destruction,
And His dominion will endure forever.
2’"He delivers and rescues and performs “Dsigns and wonders
In heaven and on earth,
Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions."

2850 this ®YDaniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of
(AY)Cyrus the Persian.
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Vision of the Four Beasts

Tn the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a ®dream and
visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he ®wrote the dream down
and related the following summary of it.

’Daniel said, "I looked in my vision by night, and behold, the ®four winds
of heaven stirred up the great sea.

3"And four great ®beasts came up from the sea, different from one
another.

“"The first resembled a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking
until its wings became plucked, and it lifted up from the ground and stood on
two feet like a man; it received a human mind .

>"And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it raised
up on one side, and three ribs appeared in its mouth between its teeth; and
thus they said to it, 'Arise, devour much meat!"

rAfter this I kept looking, and behold, another one, ©)like a leopard, which
had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had Pfour heads, and it
received a dominion .

""After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a “fourth beast,
dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth It
devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it
seemed different from all the beasts that lived before it, and it had Pten
horns.

8"While I contemplated the horns, behold, ®Yanother horn, a little one,
came up among them, and three of the first horns became pulled out by the
roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man
and ®a mouth uttering great boasts.



The Ancient of Days Reigns

"I kept looking
Until ®thrones became set up,
And the Ancient of Days took His seat;
His Wyesture resembled white snow
And the @hair of His head like pure wool
His ®throne seemed ablaze with flames,
Its (Ywheels seemed a burning fire.

10vA river of ®fire flowed
And coming out from before Him;
SThousands upon thousands attended Him,
And myriads upon myriads stood before Him;
The Pcourt sat,
And Wthe books opened.

1"Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the
horn spoke; I kept looking until the beast became slain, and its body
suffered destruction and given to the ®burning fire.

12vAs for the rest of the beasts, their dominion disappeared, but they
received an extension of life for an appointed period of time.

The Son of Man Presented

13" kept looking in the night visions,
And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a WSon of Man came,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days
And appeared before Him.
4vAnd He received ®'dominion,
Glory and Wa kingdom,
()That all the peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him
(AA)His dominion lasts forever
Which will not pass away;
(AB)And His kingdom proves only one kingdom
Which will not suffer destruction.

The Vision Interpreted

15"As for me, Daniel, my spirit became distressed within me, and the
(AQvisions in my mind kept ®®alarming me.



16n1 approached one of those who stood by and began asking him the exact
meaning of all this So he ®Ptold me and made known to me the
interpretation of these things:

17" These great beasts, which number four, constitute four kings who will
arise from the earth.

18'But the A9saints of the Highest One will ®®receive the kingdom and
possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.'

19"Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the “Dfourth beast, which
seemed different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of
iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled
down the remainder with its feet,

20and the meaning of the ten horns that appeared on its head and the other
horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn
which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which seemed larger
in appearance than its associates.

21'T kept looking, and that horn waged war with the saints and overpowered
them

22until the Ancient of Days came and passed “®judgment in favor of the
saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took
possession of the kingdom.

23"Thus he said: 'The fourth beast will consist of a fourth kingdom on the
earth, which will seem different from all the other kingdoms and will devour
the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.

24'ps for the AYten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and
another will arise after them, and he will seem different from the previous
ones and will subdue three kings.

2'He will ®speak out against the ®YMost High and “®wear down the
saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make ®Palterations in times
and in law; and his hand will receive them for a “time, times, and half a
time.

26'But the court will sit for judgment, and will take away his dominion,
annihilate and destroy it forever.



27'"Then the “S)sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the
kingdoms under the whole heaven the court will give to the people of the
saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will last forever, and all the
dominions will ®Yserve and obey Him.'

28"At this point the revelation ended. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts
(Agreatly alarmed me and my face grew pale, but I ®%kept the matter to
myself."

Daniel 8
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Vision of the Ram and Goat

Tn the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to
me, Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously.

21 Alooked in the vision, and while I looked I found myself in the citadel of
®)Susa, which locates in the province of (“Elam; and I looked in the vision
and I myself found myself beside the Ulai Canal.

3Then I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a ®ram which had two
horns stood in front of the canal. Now the two horns appeared long, but one
appeared longer than the other, with the longer one coming up last.

I saw the ram ®butting westward, northward, and southward, and no
other beasts could stand before him nor could anyone rescue from his
power, but ®he did as he pleased and magnified himself.

>While I observed, behold, a male goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a
(Sconspicuous horn between his eyes.

®He came up to the ram that had the two horns, which I had seen standing
in front of the canal, and rushed at him in his mighty wrath.

’I saw him come beside the ram, and he became enraged at him; and he
struck the ram and shattered his two horns, and the ram had no strength to
withstand him. So he hurled him to the ground and trampled on him, and no
one could rescue the ram from his power.



8 Then the male goat magnified himself exceedingly. But as soon as ®he
was mighty, the Plarge horn broke; and in its place there came up four
conspicuous horns toward the @four winds of heaven.

The Little Horn

®0ut of one of them came forth a rather ®“small horn which grew
exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the
[alLBeautiful Land.

19Tt grew up to the host of heaven and caused some of the host and some
of the ®stars to fall to the earth, and it ®trampled them down.

11t even ©@magnified itself as equal with the Commander of the host; and it
removed the ®regular sacrifice from Him, and the place of His sanctuary he
threw down.

12And on account of transgression the host will fall into the horn along with
the regular sacrifice; and it will Qfling truth to the ground and perform its
will and prosper.

13Then I heard a ®holy one speaking, and another holy one said to that
particular one who spoke, "&How long will the vision about the regular
sacrifice apply, while the transgression causes horror, so as to allow both the
holy place and the host to become Ptrampled?"

“He said to me, "For (2,300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place
will become properly restored."

Interpretation of the Vision

when M1, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it; and
behold, standing before me appeared one who looked like a ™Wman.

18And I heard the voice of a man between the banks of Ulai, and he called
out and said, "®Gabriel, give this man an understanding of the vision."

17So he came near to where I stood, and when he came I felt frightened
and Yfell on my face; but he said to me, "Son of man, understand that the
vision pertains to the ®time of the end."

18Now while he talked with me, I ®sank into a deep sleep with my face to
the ground; but he “®touched me and made me stand upright.



He said, "Behold, I intend to “%let you know what will occur at the final
period of the indignation, for it pertains to the appointed time of the end.

The Ram's Identity

20nThe (ADram which you saw with the two horns represents the kings of
Media and Persia.

The Goat

2I"The shaggy goat represents the kingdom of Greece, and the large horn
that is between his eyes represents the first king.

22'The (ABphroken horn and the four horns that arose in its place represent
four kingdoms which will arise from his nation, although not with his power.
23"Tn the latter period of their rule,
When the transgressors have run their course,
A king will arise,
Insolent and skilled in intrigue.
>"He will have mighty power , but not by his own power,
And he will ®Pdestroy to an extraordinary degree
And prosper and perform his will;
He will destroy mighty men and the holy people.
25"And through his shrewdness
He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence;
And he will magnify himself in his heart,
And he will destroy many while they feel at ease.
He will even ®Soppose the Prince of princes,
But he will break “®Pwithout human agency.
26"The vision of the evenings and mornings
Which you have heard proves “)true;
But “Ykeep the vision secret,
For it pertains to many “®days in the future."

2’Then I, Daniel, felt “Dexhausted and sick for days Then I got up again and
™ carried on the king's business; but I felt astounded at the vision, and no
one could explain it.
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Daniel's Prayer for His People

Tn the first year of ®@Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who
became king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans--

%in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of
the years which became revealed as the word of the LORD to ®Jeremiah the
prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely,
©seventy years.

3So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and
supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the
Ogreat and awesome God, who ®keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for
those who love Him and keep His commandments,

*B)we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and ©rebelled, even
®turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances.

®"Moreover, we have not Plistened to Your servants the prophets, who
spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, our fathers and all the people
of the land.

"DRjghteousness belongs to You, O Lord, but to us ®open shame, as it has
come this day--to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all
Israel, those who live nearby and those who live far away in Mall the
countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds
which they have committed against You.

8"0Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes and our
fathers, because we have sinned against You.

"To the Lord our God belong ®compassion and forgiveness, for we have
Mrebelled against Him;

nor have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His
teachings which He ©@set before us through His servants the prophets.

1rTndeed ®all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not
obeying Your voice; so You poured the @curse out on us, along with the



oath which we read in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have
sinned against Him.

12'Thus He has ®confirmed His words which He had spoken against us and
against our rulers who ruled us, to bring on us great calamity; for under
the whole heaven nothing has taken place like what has happened to
Jerusalem.

13"As we read in the Plaw of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet
we have ®not sought the favor of the LORD our God by Wturning from our
iniquity and giving attention to Your truth.

4" Therefore the LORD has ®kept the calamity in store and brought it on
us; for the LORD our God shows righteousness with respect to all His deeds
which He has done, but we have not obeyed His voice.

15"And now, O Lord our God, who have @brought Your people out of the
land of Egypt with a mighty hand and have “®»made a name for Yourself, as
it has become on this day--we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

1610 Lord, in accordance with all Your righteous acts, let now Your “®anger
and Your wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your ““holy mountain;
for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your
people have become a “Preproach to all those around us.

17"So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his
supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, “Fllet Your face shine on Your
(ABdesolate sanctuary.

18'"0 my God, “Sincline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and ®¥see our
desolations and the city which calls itself by Your name; for we do not
(ADpresent our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own,
but on account of Your great compassion.

19v0 Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your
own sake, O my God, ¥ do not delay, because Your city and Your people
are called by Your name."

Gabriel Brings an Answer

*)Now while I spoke and prayed, and ®®confessed my sin and the sin of
my people Israel, and present my supplication before the LORD my God in
behalf of the holy mountain of my God,



2lwhile I still spoke in prayer, then the man ®YGabriel, whom I had seen in
the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time
of the ®evening offering.

22He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, "O Daniel, I have
now come forth to give you insight with “Punderstanding.

23vAt the AQbeginning of your supplications the command became issued,
and I have come to tell you, for we highly esteem You; so give heed to the
message and gain 2 understanding of the vision.

Seventy Weeks and the Messiah

24" God has decreed seventy “Dweeks for your people and your holy city,

to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to ®Ymake atonement for
iniquity, to bring in ®Yeverlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.

25"So you will know and discern that from the issuing of a ®Ydecree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until ®®Messiah the “YPrince we will count
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; we will build it again, with plaza and
moat, even in times of distress.

26"Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will become ®2cut off and
have nothing, and the people of the prince who will come to ®*destroy the
city and the sanctuary And its end will come with a ®®flood; even to the end
war will break out; desolations will have become determined.

2”"And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the
middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on
the wing of %abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a
EBD)complete destruction, one that had has become decreed, has become
poured out on the one who makes desolate."
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Daniel Becomes Terrified by a Vision

Tn the third year of ®Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to
®Daniel, who also had the name Belteshazzar; and the (““message proved
true and one of great conflict, but he understood the message and had an
®ynderstanding of the vision.

’In those days, I, Daniel, had ®mourned for three entire weeks.

31 B)did not eat any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor
did I use any ointment at all until the entire three weeks had reached
completion.

“On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, while I stood by the bank of
the great ©river, namely, the Tigris,

°I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a certain man
Mdressed in linen, who girded his waist with a belt of pure Pgold of Uphaz.

®His body also resembled beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning,
®his eyes resembled flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of
polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a tumult.

’Now I, Daniel, Palone saw the vision, while the ®men who stood with me
did not see the vision; nevertheless, a great Wdread fell on them, and they
ran away to hide themselves.

830 I became ©@left alone and saw this great vision; yet ®no strength
remained in me, for my natural color turned to a deathly pallor, and I
retained no strength.

°But I heard the sound of his words; and as soon as I heard the sound of
his words, I (Qfell into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.

Daniel Comforted

1%Then behold, a hand ®touched me and set me trembling on my hands
and knees.



1He said to me, "O ©Daniel, man of high esteem, Punderstand the words
that I will soon tell you and Ystand upright, for I have now become sent to
you " And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up ®trembling.

12Then he said to me, "™Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you
set your heart on understanding this and on ®humbling yourself before your
God, He heard your words , and I have come in response Yto your words.

13"But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me for twenty-one
days; then behold, ®Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for
I had found myself left there with the kings of Persia.

4"Now I have come to “*give you an understanding of what will happen to
your people in the “®latter days, for the vision pertains to ““the days yet
future."

1>When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face
toward the ground and became ®®speechless.

18And behold, “®one who resembled a human being touched my lips; then I
opened my mouth and spoke and said to him who stood before me, "O my
lord, as a result of the vision “®anguish has come upon me, and I have
strength.

17vEor BMhow can such a servant of my lord talk with such as my lord? As
for me, there remains just now “Pno strength in me, nor has any breath
remained in me."

18Then this one with human appearance touched me again and
(ADstrengthened me.

%He said, "O man of high esteem, “¥do not fear May peace come on you;
take “Ycourage and act courageously!" Now as soon as he spoke to me, I
received strength and said, "May my lord speak, for you have
(AMstrengthened me."

20Then he said, "Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall now
return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I go forth, and behold, the
ANprince of Greece will soon come.

2InHowever, I will tell you what God has inscribed in the writing of “truth
Yet no one who stands firmly with me against these forces except
(A®)Michael your prince.
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Conflicts to Come

I"Tn the Pfirst year of Darius the Mede, I arose to serve as an
encouragement and a protection for him.

2"And now I will tell you the ®truth Behold, three more kings will arise in
Persia Then a fourth will gain far more riches than all of them; as soon as he
becomes strong through his riches, he will arouse the whole empire against
the realm of ©Greece.

3"And a ®mighty king will arise, and he will rule with great authority and
®do as he pleases.

“"But as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will break up and parceled out
Btoward the ©four points of the compass, though not to his own
descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, for his
sovereignty will become ®uprooted and given to others besides them.

>"Then the Pking of the South will grow strong, along with one of his
princes who will gain ascendancy over him and obtain dominion; people will
consider his domain great indeed.

®rAfter some years they will form an alliance, and the daughter of the king
of the South will come to the Pking of the North to carry out a peaceful
arrangement. But she will not retain her position of power, nor will he
remain with his power, but she will fall, along with those who brought her in
and the one who sired her as well as he who supported her in those times.

""But one of the descendants of her line will arise in his place, and he will
come against their army and enter the ®fortress of the king of the North,
and he will deal with them and display great strength.



8"Also their Mgods with their metal images and their precious vessels of
silver and gold he will take into captivity to Egypt, and he on his part will
refrain from attacking the king of the North for some years.

"Then the latter will enter the realm of the king of the South, but will
return to his own land.

10"His sons will mobilize and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one
of them will keep on coming and ®overflow and pass through, that he may
again wage war up to his very fortress.

rThe Mking of the South will become enraged and go forth and fight with
the king of the North. Then the latter will raise a great multitude, but that
multitude will fall into the hand of the former.

12'When they carry the multitude away, his heart will lift up, and he will
cause tens of thousands to fall; yet he will not prevail.

13"For the king of the North will again raise a greater multitude than the
former, and after an Yinterval of some years he will press on with a great
army and much equipment.

4"Now in those times many will rise up against the king of the South; the
violent ones among your people will also lift themselves up in order to fulfill
the vision, but they will fall down.

15Then the king of the North will come, cast up a ®siege ramp and capture
a well-fortified city; and the forces of the South will not stand their ground,
not even their choicest troops, for they will have no strength to make a
stand.

18"But he who comes against him will ‘9do as he pleases, and ®no one will
be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time in the &)Beautiful Land,
with destruction in his hand.

17"He will Mset his face to come with the power of his whole kingdom,
bringing with him a proposal of peace which he will put into effect; he will
also give him the daughter of women to ruin it. But she will not take a stand
for him or remain on his side.

18'Then he will turn his face to the Pcoastlands and capture many But a
commander will put a stop to his scorn against him; moreover, he will
Mrepay him for his scorn.



19vS0 he will turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land, but he will
Wstumble and fall and no one will find him anymore.

20"Then in his place one will arise who will ®send an oppressor through the
[aljewel of his kingdom; yet within a few days he will become shattered,
though not in anger nor in battle.

21"Tn his place a despicable person will arise, on whom no one conferred
the honor of kingship , but he will come in a time of tranquility and @seize
the kingdom by intrigue.

22"The overflowing ®forces will become flooded away before him and
shattered, and also the prince of the covenant.

23"After one makes an alliance with him he will practice deception, and he
will go up and gain power with a small force of people.

24"In a time of tranquility he will enter the ®richest parts of the realm, and
he will accomplish what his fathers never did, nor his ancestors; he will
distribute plunder, booty and possessions among them, and he will devise
his schemes against strongholds, but only for a time.

25"He will stir up his strength and courage against the ““king of the South
with a large army; so the king of the South will mobilize an extremely large
and mighty army for war; but he will not stand, for his enemies will devise

schemes against him.

26"Those who eat his choice food will destroy him, and his army will
(AD)gverflow, but many will fall down slain.

27"As for both kings, they will make their hearts intent on “Bevil, and
they will ®Pspeak lies to each other at the same table; but it will not
succeed, for the “®end will still come at the appointed time.

28"Then he will return to his land with much plunder; but he will set his
heart against the holy covenant, and he will take action and then return to
his own land.

29"At the appointed time he will return and come into the South, but this
last time it will not turn out the way it did before.

30"Eor ships of AHKittim will come against him; therefore he will feel
disheartened and will return and become enraged at the holy covenant and



take action; so he will come back and show regard for those who forsake the
holy covenant.

3"Eorces from him will arise, “Pdesecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do
away with the regular sacrifice And they will set up the ®Yabomination of
desolation.

32ngy Asmooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly
toward the covenant, but the people who know their God will display
(ADstrength and take action.

3nBMThose who have insight among the people will give understanding to
the many; yet they will @¥fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder for many days.

(AO)4

3*"Now when they fall they will receive a little help, and many will join

with them in “Phypocrisy.

3"Some of those who have insight will fall, in order to “Qrefine, “®purge
and make them ®Spure until the “Pend time; because it will still come at
the appointed time.

3%"Then the king will ®Ydo as he pleases, and he will exalt and ®Ymagnify
himself above every god and will ®¥Yspeak monstrous things against the
(AX)God of gods; and he will prosper until the “Yindignation finishes, for that
which he decrees they will do.

37"He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of
women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify
himself above them all.

38"But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did
not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures.

3%"He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the help of a
foreign god; he will give great honor to those who acknowledge him and will
cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price.

40mAt the ®Mend time the ®®king of the South will collide with him, and the

(BOking of the North will ®®storm against him with chariots, with horsemen

and with many ships; and he will enter countries, ®®overflow them and pass
through.



“I"He will also enter the ®PBeautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but
these will find rescue out of his hand: Edom, ®®Moab and the foremost of
the sons of BYAmmon.

42"Then he will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of
Egypt will not escape.

43"But he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver and
over all the precious things of Egypt; and ®’Libyans and ®YEthiopians will
follow at his heels.

“"But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will
go forth with great wrath to destroy and annihilate many.

*>"He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the
beautiful ®“Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help
him.

Daniel 12
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The Time of the End

I"Now at that time ®Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the
sons of your people, will arise And there will come a ®time of distress
©such as never occurred since a nation existed until that time; and at that
time your people, everyone who finds his name written in the ®book, will
find rescue.

2"E)Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, Fthese to
everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

3"Those who have ©insight will ®shine brightly like the brightness of the
expanse of heaven, and those who Plead the many to righteousness, like
the stars forever and ever.

“"But as for you, Daniel, Pconceal these words and ®seal up the book until
the ®end of time; ®many will go back and forth, and knowledge will
increase."

>Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of
the river and the other on that bank of the river.



®And Mone said to the man ©dressed in linen, who appeared above the
waters of the river, "®How long will it take until the end of these wonders?"

I heard the man dressed in linen, who appeared above the waters of the
river, as he QDraised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by
®)Him who lives forever that it would occur for a Stime, times, and half a
time; and as soon as they finish (Pshattering the power of the holy people,
all these events will come to a completion.

8As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, how will
these events come out?"

°He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words I will conceal and Wseal up
until the end time.

10r¥Many will become purged, purified and refined, but the Wwicked will
act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who ®have
insight will understand.

1"Erom the time that the regular sacrifice will become abolished and the
Mabomination of desolation will become set up, there will add up to 1,290
days.

L2'How @blessed will we consider him who keeps waiting and attains to the
(21,335 days!

13"But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into “®rest
and rise again for your ®®allotted portion at the end of the age."



